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8  TIIK    EVES   OV    ALiriA 

perfcctlv  fr«  (\  I  waited  until  v<m  camr  "f  :vj.v,  and 
I  \va>  carctnl  to  ttnd  out  tliat  viir  .ittrc  tion-,  w.  re 
not  V)la(r(l  rlM  ulu  11'  hvivvf  I  >])(>kc  to  you  of  my 
carni'^t  wisli." 

The  l;ii1  tunii  (1  \\\^*>n  Imn  sharply,  the  corners  of 
the  Inantifiil  month  (iiuvcird  lor  an  instant. 

"  v,,n  wrrv  earrful  to  tnid  out  I  And  wliat  have 
von  found  out  i-  "  >\ic  vschumvd  indi;;iiantly. 
"  Have  von  h-rii  -jivin^'  upon  mr  :' 

"  No  no  iio  :  As  if  I  shouhl  '  .  <in\thiii,i:  so 
base  !  1  onlv  judf,'rd  l>v  vour  own  \  av-.  \our  t.ilk. 
ynur  look-.  If  thr  (on-tant  (h  li.^ht  of  -a/m:;  upon 
you,  of  hraiin-  \onr  voice-  if  the  one  ho]-,  tliat 
has  poshcss.'d  me  i vr  mikv  I  came  fiom  j.nuaica 
m(^ans  sp\ntu'  uj>on  \ou,  you're  ri.i^ht.  I  pb  ad 
j^mlt\-  to  nothui!,'  ilse." 

There  was  intcnsitv.  passmn,  in  the  hard.  ra^iMin: 
v<»iee.  but  tin  ^nl  w^i  not  impress,  d.  It  wa-  as 
much  abshe  could  do  to  presi  rvc  !ur  lalmne-s  undo- 
the  strain  of  nervous  irritation. 

Some   student    of   human   nature   oni  e   -.ud   that 
women  take  the  comphnu'iit-  of  nmuii.l;  nun  to  ui.  an 
l,.\i  .  ami  the  lo\e-makin,!,'  of  mM  m.  n  a-  nn  w  i  oni- 
pliiiHiit-.      .\hcia     shruL;t;ed     In  r     -hould.i-.     'Ihe 
rainr:,tn.-  of    David    Ha,--ar   po^^hlv   >trnck   li<  r 
a-  ludnrou-.      If  -o,  sh,    \\a>  not   with-ut   )u-^liliia- 
),,,n.     Thr  union  of  on.  -o  tn-h  ;Mid  fan  with  l>a\  id 
llaK^.ir.  Ill''  dia\\i)a.  k  ol  hi^  >i.\t\  \  ■  .ir-  a,  .  .  utuat,  d 
b\    hi-  dui\<lli.l   bodv.   In-  drud   \\a\rn  lik-  ".mi- 
pl.  \i..n,  hi-  <  olnurl'  —  lip-  and  hi-  ji.dr  -uiik.  n    Ars. 
nio-t    people   would   call    unnatuial,    if   not    nn!i..l\-. 
A>  ide.i-  ^.;o  iiow-a-dav-  ^i\t\    i-  not  .-n-idind  "Id. 
but    lla^f^ar',-  ' m.u  r.  >iden(,e  iii   a  hot   i  iimat.    had 
a{;eil  lum  by  at  lea-t  kn  \  ear-. 
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"  V,„rvc  .a-.d  all  that  Winyr,  Mr.  Ha-^ar,  an-l  1 
,,  f„-,,l  to  li>t.n.  I  th.nii^lit  vnud  mv.'U  up  vmr 
in.ul  idra.  If  I'd  anv  nnti-.n  ynu  w.iv  -mim  t.. 
n'-,,n.n  thr  tm-Mun'  buMU.-^  Id  nrvcv  hav.: 
,,,,,„„Md  tM  >rr  von  -tt  at  <(Oith<iini.t..n.  \  "U 
nvid  -vvu  i  -nK  did  >p  at  vmuv  ururnt  nitivatv, 
,nid  nn  ...ndition  that  wr  dimild  travrl  a>  nrduiary 

ai  iiu.iiiitaiii  I  -.  ' 

"  \,,i  ,.i<liii.t!V  a'<|Manitaii'X-.  Ah.  la  -d-n  t  -av 
ih.it.  W-  an  III.  iid->.  Hiivlv.  1  wa.  v..nr  fathn'. 
f,„,nl,  and  luf..r.  !i-  di.  d  Ln  v.ai-  a-.  1 
,„,,„nM-d  hi:ii  I  u'"ild  ahvav-  l-'-.k  aft.r  v-ui.  I  v, 
,1,,,,.'    ^(.    t.i    thr    h.  ^1    "f    niv    ahihtv.      I    t.n.k    thr 

.-p,itrst  1i..uM.'  in  ..l-.tin-  th.   b.-t  p.-^Mbh^-t 1 

f"„-  V..U  ;  I'v.  inv.-lcd  thr  Huall  Mun  v.-nr  t.ith.r 
1,  f,  V..U  t..  Hi.h  advanta-.  .  that  m  ten  v.ar-  it 
ha-  ni..iv  ih-in  d.'ubl.d  its.  If.  and  v-n,  at  tumtv- 
Mi,.  ,   h.ivr  11. .\v  an  ino'nv  <>f  (loo  a  year.  ,ind— 

and 

"  And  a^  a  n  ward  l  \  all  vtmr  tr-nibk-  I  wa^  to 
h.iv,  th.'  privil.-.  "f  b-rMinmL:  v.'ur  uif.  ,  "  dir 
,nt.rp..-d  inlv.  "  N"  thank  v-u.  If  v-.u  widi 
„i,  t..  ..uiv  ."It  n\v  pr.>ini^"  d.'ii't  ^,i\-  an..th<r 
u-id  ..n  uhat  t-.  mr  i.-  i1m'  ni.-t  nni.l<M>aiit  >ub|.Ll 
,11  tl„.  vs,,ild.      1  rcfii-.'  tM  h^t.'ii." 

xi„>  tnni'il  li-r  tacr  fp.in  h.r  cnnipanK'n  and 
.t.nvd  int..  th.-  tr..v\/,in.-  I  Wat.rl.-..  K-ad. 
Ih.  I.  Nva-  n..thin-  t..  mt.  r.-t  li.  r  tii-iv  m-l.'.  <1, 
(.,  iu<h:.'  bv  h.T  I'.'.k  ..i  ab^..rpti..n.  il  i-  d.Hibttul 
u!m  ih.r  di.  -au  anvthni;'.  ih-  Wat.  iI.h,  R..ad  i- 
II, ,t  parti,  ulailv  in^piimu'  at  .luv  tun.',  aii.l  pi-t  n-.w 
I,  ,,,i.  .,t  11^  \\..r-t,  Ihr  ram  wa-  L..nunL;  d.'wn 
v.iih  a  .•' iM^i.iuv  uhnh  iii.ani  I.'Iil;  r..ntinu.incf. 
Il  wa^  Iht  middle  ..f  an  Mnu-nallv  w.t  July. 
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The  fjiii'^  nfiisal  t<.  di-i  u^^  tho  matlrr  on  whic  h 
David  Ha.uuar  liad  -^rt  In-  li»  art ,  and  lur  <  old 
manm  r,  '-tirrrd  .ill  tli'  c  onibativiniss  in  tln'  dd 
man's  n;i,tun'.  and  In  liad  ph  nty  "f  il.  He  was  tlic 
art  IntMt  nf  In-  nwii  [..rt'inr,  ,ind  tins  ]\r  li.ul  Imdt 
np  m  llir  tf'th  "\  :ill  thr  di,-.ui\  antaj.;''"  "1  i'"'^' 
t)irl!i    \'<Y\-  littk  '  ,\))it,d,  and  n"  inthunrc 

luiMnn;;  In  i  d'  ti  rnnnation  n^t  to  rcncNv  thr 
diM  ii---iMn,  lir  \\(  nt  en  ti.  ,m-"ii'.  hut  with  a  (\n<  ni- 
!(iu>ni  -s  wjin  h  ^h-iwvd  that  hi-  patKMK  c  ua^  lurdin- 
]]]i\  (  \lia.n--t' (i.  \\<  had  in  \rr  h.rn  ih\v,irtid  m 
aauthmi:  njiMii  wlmh  lir  had  -'t  hi-  hi.ut.  .iiid 
.\h(  la'-  -tuM  "niin  --  '  am.-  np-'ii  Imn  a-  an  <  .\)"  ri- 
ciK  ('  a>  niipl'  a-.int  a-  it  wa-  iicxt  1.  \\<  had  m  \(  r 
imaciii'  d  ^hi'  wmild  adh-  n  \"  hi  r  nfn-.d.  .dlhoMLih 
noniinalK-  tin  matt,  r  \va-  -.  tth  d  s.iiiir  uvrk-  1m  Ion. 
Haf:)4ar  aiiparmtlv  aoccptim;  Inr  diM-iuii,  told 
lur  that  I'Jif^laiid  had  no  fiirtlur  intrpst  tor  him, 
and  that  In  should  r.  turn  to  lii>  frn  nds  and  I'liMin'ss 
in  thr  \Vi  >t  hub'-,  but  win  ii  aiirr  a  little  ji(rMi.i>ion 
.\lina  at:rr(  (1  to  -o  witli  him  a-  far  as  Southampton, 
ho  looki'd  iijion  thi^  conc-Moii  a^  a  prrhidt-  to 
(.onsrnt. 

To  tuid  that  in  had  bun  buovinp  himsdi  iij) 
with  i'al-r  hopes  ealled  him  to  tin-  (piu  k.  Hitlurto 
he  had  been  mild  and  p.  r-ua-i\e.  but  hi-  n.itural 
arerbit\-  and  habit  ot  (  onunaiid  wer-  now  In  ,L;innin^' 
to  a-^' rt  them-.  Kex.  To  all  hi-  arjMinnnt-  and 
(iitiHitie-.  howixer,  the  Mil  aid  not  a  word,  and 
she  kejit  Inr  la<  e  turned  Irom  him. 

Idle  iiK'tor  dr.  w  up  ,it  the  mam  out  ran.  '■  to  1  in' 
siaiioii.  I'.v  tiii^  time  llaui;ar  w.i^  boilin;;  witii 
an^^er,  and,  win  n  iio  w.is  ani^ry  a-  tlio-^e  w  lio  kinw 
him    c(nild    tt^tifv  —  lir    (inile    1()>1    his    head,    and 
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,,nt-id'    th-  -t.ition  (.jHiird  tli'    d-H-i    of  tli^    mAor, 
h,    s,  r.unl>!.(i  (Hit  ,uul  sliuttUd  ovrr  tlu    ninv  pave- 
,,,.  nt,  t.ikin-  not  ili'   -liiilit-'^t  notP  ^   <>{  thr  -ni. 
All' 1. IS   t;i.  (     tlnslu'd   sli-htlv.      >lir    w.is   m    two 

mUHlsWll.tlirrTn  luiioW.  }>Ul  .A  .  h  I  iiaUv  sIk  '  dlmiltcd 
;in<l    ha'-^trnrd    {•<    \\\r    l^.HiklU-    <•!!!'  r    Willi    the    lilt.  11- 

ti.,,,    ,,f    pivvrptiiv'    H.vu'-ar    tmni    pun  h.isiii-    two 
ti'  k'  ts,      I^ut  sli''  w.LS  t.M)  i,ite. 

x],,.  ,  ,uk:\\{  sii'lit  o1  ill.  t.i'  r.  Til-  trnip.-M  of 
r,K:f  was  p.i-Mim.  'Ihrrr  \v,i-  >^-m. tiling  m  his 
,spiv-;i..ii  will,  h  r\.  itr.l  lirr  pUw  il  iv't  h.r  -vm- 
j,,,thv.  :-li.'  ilrt.TmiiM.l  io  nillil  1h  i  prMmisi  .  >lie 
wilkrd  Ml.ntU-  l.v  Ins  sidr  t..  i1h  .l.p.utnic  plat- 
,-,„■„,       ]{,.,    silk    .  I'Mk    tMii.  hrd    liiin,      llic    '  1-Mk 

V.,ls   "Mr   nt    1),IM<1    ILl-^.H^    IIMIIV    piV-'   Ills   t-    All'  Kl 

;inil  'v.i-  tlif  I  nw  >A  th-'  kidv  r.-idi  iit^  "t  Talbot 
llnii-^r,  (.)ii"  nV  <..it''.  It^  '  "ii'<i'  '.  '"■  ^'"'  '^'-''^  "^ 
thr  uul  il'l-'ll.  !"!•  slu'  I'.Mkrd  >upril>l\  iiaiidsMiuo 
1,1  It,  l)inu-iit  l)a'I-  all  llau'^a!  -  Inrv.  H.'  tunied 
u[i"n  li'  1"  ; 

"    Hi    W      h'Ui:      !■-      tills      t.U.C      dl      MJ.   11.  (•      In      !,'..      OH. 

.Ml'  ia  ?    '    ln'   suarlrd. 

"All  thr  \va\-  tn  Sdiitlianiiitoii  it  vmi  (li(M.hc, 
It   d'pi'tid-  Mil"!!  \"ur~i"ll,  "  sill'  ii'tmt'Ml. 

llaL;L'ar  <\\<w  in  his  iucath  with  a  Iiis-^iiil:  s"Miid, 
as  th'Hi'h  hii  ■<>]<{.  .  Miitiaii|)tii"ii^  wTd-^  str,iiiii-d 
111,  (  iidiiiaii.  r  aliun-t  to  la.Mkiii;'  pmiit.  lit' 
st-pp.'d    .>i.pM,iic    tlh-    "iHai    dn.,r    m|    a     lirsl-  kiss 

c  .inia'^t'. 

•■  p,  t  11,  ;;r1  iiisidr  and  talk  "\<\  the  liiattcr 
.jMirtK,'  s,.id  li.  "  rin  It'll  1h'  two  h-nt-  and  a 
liall  l.rti.if  wr  \v.v\i  ^.MMliainplMii  aiiiph'  tiiiiu  l<.> 
SL-t.ilc  uur  diik'icii'  fa.  " 
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"  W'c  h.i\('  .iIit.kU'  soltlcd  Dur  (liffL-r^n'-es— h< 
Y'lurc  jilci^iil  t"  I  ;ill  tlirni.  It  V"ii  mcHii  tn  rcvivt 
the  L^'lmstN  i>t  the  nM  dittnoni  cs  or  make  new  (uies 
I  rotii>e  ti'  tr.i\<'l  v.  itli  von." 

"  And  tiir.ik  \niii-  \\Mi(l  ?  Y"u  who  ha\'e  ^o  ottei 
boasted  \oir\r  ni'\ii-  \ri  t.iilcd  t^  kcc])  ,i  ])ioinist 

oil'  r   madi',"    lit'  Mircrrd. 

"  Oh.  Ill  kii]'  Mu  word.  Mr.  H.^Lrar.  I'll  u;i>  t' 
SouthiunptMii  t"  t.iko  that  tarewell  \ou  are  sm  an\ 
ion-  al'Miit,  t>Mt  iii\'  piMiuix;  diM'-;n't  bind  me  i' 
ti.iM'l  in  the  s.imc  .  aniaL;i'  with  \iiu." 

A  :.;lcam  ol  xnidiOwr  pa'^sion  ^hot  inl"  the  ^h 
man  >  jtale  i'\is.  lb'  w,i^  standinu  in>id<'  the  roni 
])ailinint,  and  in  tin  li^lil  trcm  the  lani))  <d><>\i',  lii 
lai  e  liHiki'd  l;i  <itrs']uo.  It  w.is  ab-iihitel\-  hairl<'s^• 
and  ^nL;•-:^sted  a  leiniblc  likenc-s  t^  snnie  i;rmnmf: 
nii'i  kini;  wimdon  id^l  nl  ^-iix'.i.ucrw 

"  Kralh-  !  "  lii>  o.\i  laimed  with  a  jefrinc  lan^li 
"  Ono  wonld  .dm^sl  thnd<  xai  were  .draid." 

Ibi  repl\  u.ts  to  whirl  riamd  with  .i  eontemp 
tnun--  '-hrni:  m1  the  ^li'inlder>. 

.Mianwhile  a  Minim  man,  fuliowed  bv  a  porte 
I  .n  r\  nii;  a  u<'lt  kit ,  a  (dad-^tnm  ba,^,  .md  a  tra-  ijlin 
rn.;.  \\a>  '-anntcriPL;  alonj;  the  plathqiu  with  th 
Iri^nirls'  iimi  lialaie  e  wlii'h  ,l,'ol'S  with  a  i  onilort 
able  b,ilanic  at  i'nr'>  bankers  and  a  tr^edom  froi 
i  A\i\  rill'  porter  Idiinil  an  empt\'  <  unipart  n.eii 
for  liun.  and  d(  polled  hi--  biiiua.L^''. 

"  lla\'    I   Hint    t'lr  a  drink  r  "  ^aid  tin    pa-'-t  n^e 

"  ^^r^^l!  haxc  t.i  bt  -liarii,  Mr.  Irani  e^o  ;i 
u.ulit  o'eli'ek.      It's  \h>\\   \\w  mnintcs  to." 

■'  All  riLiht." 

rile  \iinn:4  man  lipped  the  p'Ttir,  niched  tn  tli 
relreshmeiU  bar,  then  to  the  bookbtali  and  rclurnc 
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t,,  111.  carriaj^t^  witli  a  supplv  nf  thr  lit.-ratnre  snp- 
p,,^.d  tu  he  specially  adapt.d  to  b.iniilc  the  wcari- 
11.---  "f  a  l-n.i,'  railway  jniirncv. 

At  tl..it  iiKuiiriit  the  rl(uk  wa-  ^n  tlir  ^lrnk^•  of 
,1.^1,1 ,  and  the  miii^'lrd  sounds— thr  liissin- of  strain. 
tlu>  dm  of  voices,  the  nunMo  of  ln,L:i;at.v  trolli.s, 
tlir  rattl.'  of  cabs,  the  dml!  v.  lis  of  n.wspap.T  boys, 
thr  incr^sant  patb  v  of  ram  on  thr  ramblms  roofs 
— scrinrd  to  be  accrnluatrd.  An  inspector 
approached  Hapgar's  compartment. 

..  XiPl^ets— Southampt.m  :^  Rii^lit  '  Ifvon're 
goinu  ladv,  vou'd  better  M.p  m.     Train's  about  U, 

start."  ,       ,     J 

The  prosaic  otticial.  cpute  lUKonscious  he  haa 
intruded  himself  into  tw  hv,  s  at  an  acute  crisis, 
and  had  arrested  the  course  of  each,  having  looked 
at  the  tickets,  drew  back  to  allow  Alicia  to  enter. 
She  had  lo  decide  at  once  whether  she  would  go  or 

stay. 

"  Alicia,  1  insist " 

It  was  enough.     She  turned  abrupt Iv  and  hastiiv 
drawing  a  shilling  from  her  porket,  clipped  it  inti> 

the  otticial's  hand. 

The  man  had  had  too  nianv  glimpses  (,f  th.> 
romance  of  life  to  bi>  surprised  at  anything.  He 
stolidly  accepted  the  shilling  and  shut  the  door, 
lu(king  it  with  a  swift  motion  of  tlie  wrist.  He 
cauuht  sight  of  the  old  man's  face  canulsed  with 
rage,  and  he  concluded  that  the  young  and  pntty 
woman  had  go<id  reasons  for  not  wishing  ti.  trayel 
with  her  companion. 

The  ticket  inspector  would  haye  y.n^  lur  into  the 
next  compartment.  It  liad  but  one  ocrupant ,  a 
man  already  preparing  to  go  to  sleep  ;  he  was  jnilling 
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diiwii  tlic  ti;ij)-^  (if  lii^  t ra\'rlliii^'  cap.  I'lir  la(l\-  drc 
back  (lirictK'  In  r  i\(>  liLjlitcd  mi  tin-  -Militai 
pa^'-•  n''i  I'  and  -lie  ^Ii'Hik  In  r  In-.ul.  I  lii-  inM  ha 
di./cii  ( mnpart  iiiiul  -  wi  ir  "t  tli'-  third  (  la-->.  Tht 
c.inu'  a  lii--t'(  !a-->  (atri.iL'i-,  i  iiiiitw  and  tin-  "Ith  i. 
(j|H  iii(l  the  <l"ni  ti.r  In  ]■.  Wh  II  ,-.h(  r,LM,L;lit  .-iL;h(  < 
a  L'l'lf  kit.  a  \kvj..  .iiid  a  tra\"i  Uihl;  ruL;,  -he  ln'^itati( 
Vnit  il  \\\i^  t'Mi  lair,  ^hr  1  nil  lid  and  In  hunl  hi 
fiilldWfd  thr  iiuin  r  (it  the  i)aL;  and  ru^  with  a  laiiid 
di'  pi  rii>di(;als  ninhr  hi-  aim. 

^ll(■  hastil\-  went  t(i  the  far  end.  Hir  ftll(i\ 
pa'-scni^ii"  dt  }M;-iti  (1  hi-,  litcratnri-  nii  the  x'at,  ai 
li-i>nr(lv  settled  Inni-^i  If  in  hi-  (:(.rin  r  ni  ilu  ( iinia;' 
The  i^niard  >lainincd  In  tin  dma",  hi-  whi-tlf  Maiiidn 
ami  the  tiMui  iiKAid  -Inwlv  ('Ut  nf  tin'  slatio 
saluted  hv  a  en^t  of  wind  that  ^  iit  tin  ram  auaiii 
till-'  windows  with  a  rattlr  like  pi  a--. 

Eric  ('ira\(loii,  who  h.id  m  \ir  had  a  roinaiK 
in  hi>  life,  who  had  Ixin  horn  with  a  -iKir  spoi*n 
his  month,  w  ho:-i  four-and-t  wr.ut\'  Ncars  had  l)c' 
al>S(jlut(  1\'  iiinAtiit  fill,  who  had  n(  \fr  Inid  od  a-n 
to  troul'lc  about  aHXthiiiL^.  look(  tl  wiili  lanLju 
ciirio>it\  at  tin  lad\',  a^ ,  diawiUL^  h(  r  (leak  aljoi 
her  with  a  shiver,  she  ri  slid  In  r  in  aii  a'Mm>t  tl 
padded  lorin  r. 

At  lust  (iravdon  was  disposed  to  resent  li 
presence,  -^mce  he  w as  jireveiited  from  sniokin 
but  this  fc'lmii  ('*  seUishness  soon  j)assed  awa 
In  spite  (if  liinist  It  he  bei;aii  to  be  interested  in  h 
fellow  tra\('ller.  l  hen  after  some  furtive  i^lanc 
he  tried  to  read  his  "  railway  hterature,"  but  1 
found  it  dull  and  stupid,  and  he  bcL;an  to  wea^ 
fancies,  m  wlm  h  the  lady  at  the  (jther  end  uf  tl 
carnage  was  the  central  liL'uri'. 
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Hr  was  inijuilsivi',  uiM.d-iiatun  d.  Imt  ahout 
ciiiiitiiin^  h'-  kii'W  iiotliiiiL;.  I.itV-  had  t^^iir  sn 
j)lia^autl\-  anil  tv  iiK  \Mtli  liini,  li'  had  ii'  m  i  \'i  .  n 
di  •  I'lv  stinrd.  Ot  .  .Ill IS'',  h.  had  liad  Ins  ihitatiMii^. 
l,i,(  111  11. ,t  I'll.-  hail  tlurr  1)1  <ii  .iii\-  iiiiiianir,  I  hi' 
i,L\Mi  t'-niiis  '.:\r\.  lli''  »  \'  hiiu  k'iI.  ''i'  ^-i'  htm-  kuI, 
thi  uK.tonHL;  ,L;ui,  ihr  i;iihiii.-  ,L;irl,  ln'  kii'  w  thcui 
ah.  and  tin  \-  wiV''  all  ahki-  hialth\-,  viijunais, 
In  >h-((il  uird  N'DUiiu  wiinun  with  j)liiit\'  ol  stlt- 
pi.ssission.  a  si'll'-j)iissr.^siiin  uhich  had  mitlur 
rcpovr  ni.r  nivstirv.  Tin  v  wi  i«  quitr  n  adv  t«> 
make  Cdnvorsation  of  a  smt  li  \<>\\  wi  rr  d-  ticnnt  ; 
thrv  talked  a  liltlr  >lant:,  and  tlnv  had  madr  up 
thiir  minds  nn  inw^t  -^ubjicts— -that  is  to  say,  nu 
:-ubii-(  t-  within  thnr  uwn  wiiild.  Outside  that 
v.uild    thi  y    kmw    nnthui^,    and.    want.-d    tu    knnw 

ui'thm.u. 

(iraydun  was  t^mn.L;  to  a  huu'-c  jKUtv  -j^nlt  in  the 
dav  tunc,  bil'iards  and  hnd;^!'  at  nii^ht-and  In- 
In.ikid  fiirv  tu  both  with  no  j)artii  ul.a"  mthusi- 

a'-in.  Hi'  lia  done  the  thinu  V)etore,  and  1m'  had 
ni'  reason  to  suppos.'  this  house  part\-  would  be 
dilliient  I'loui  aii\-  other.  He  would  i  onn  bark 
bion/ed  and  mult  r  the  in  res-ion  he  had  had  a 
;.M,d  time,  and  ihc  mxt  thmt;  to  think  about 
w.iuld  be  the  moors  and  eiouse.  and  after  that 
partnd.s^is  and  pheasants.  And  so  life  for  lam 
Went  round. 

It  was  nt^thint,'  extraordinary  that  he  should 
Lrlancf  with  interest  at  Ins  fellow  traveller,  who  was 
So  differt-nt  from  anv  of  the  women  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  meet.  >he  presented  a  pictuie  fail-  to 
k'ok  upon  — the  face  a  perfect  oval  ;  the  lines  of  the 
features  harmonious  ;  the  culutiring,  fascinating  in 
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tlif  rontra-t  i.f  the  masses  of  bn»wn  hair,  glintr 
with  roppcr,  against  tlit^  clear,  palhd  skin  ;  tl 
suhJuid  tints  oi  tlie  ei  unpli^xioii  ht  bv  the  scarl 
(,f  ilie  lull  tinu  hps.  Tlie  fare  was  uuc  tliat  su.uf^'C 
t'fi  niv-terv.  rcnianee,  a  hfe  whii  h  Cduld  ivt  1 
(■(inuuMnplaii"  wliere\er  >hr  muihi  be.  .Xdveiitui 
pas>i<iii,  tile  strite  of  emotion  were  nnn,t;led  in  h 
destniy. 

She  had  apparentlv  dropped  into  a  sluml)er  an 
for  ^^ome  time,  was  perfectly  niotinnless,  for  t 
tram  at  lirst  went  but  slowlv.  Then  the  engine  p 
on  speed  to  make  up  for  lost  tune,  the  carria 
surged,  and  the  sleeper  awoke  with  a  start.  S 
looked  round,  a  kind  oi  wild  terror  in  her  eyts,  ai 
a  sliiver  went  over  her  fram(\ 

"  You  are  cold,"  said  Graydoii,  politelv.  "  M 
I  offer  yi>u  my  rug  '' 

>]\v  refused,  but  with  a  kind  of  mastery  whi 
sat  agreeably  upon  him,  he  insisted,  and  at  last  s 
consented. 

Graydon  tried  to  draw  her  into  conversati( 
but  with  not  much  success.  He  was  conscious 
(  ttorts  were  commonplace.  Tlie  ordinary  to]) 
with  which  he  wa^  familiar  failed  to  inte^rest  h 
Sh«'  answ.  red  him  with,  perfect  courtesy  and  wi' 
out  th«'  slightest  tinge  of  embarrassment,  but  ti 
was  all.  The  two  passengers  becanit^  silent,  sini] 
from  sheer  want  of  fuel  to  keep  tlie  lire  of  conver 
tion  burning.  There  was  no  help  for  it.  Grayc 
had  to  bury  himself  in  his  literature  again. 

Everv  now  and  then  he  peeped  over  the  top 
the  book,  but  for  any  interest  she  took  in  him 
might    as    Will    not    have    been    there.     She    \ 

Qii-nl-.)  tli'it       \»-ic      ^/ .mi  •«  liiinr   •      lie      PiililH         Wltlli 


IN   THE    TUMULT   OF   THE   STOFni     17 

1h  ini;  pii-itivilv  rudf,  ^ic  In  r  hu^f  t\i->,  with  a 
Mi.iim'  ,  (lit  .iiiu-.  I'.ir-uu.iy  l<H.k  in  iIk  in  In'  li;id 
i[.  \i  r  >(  '  n  in  .in\"  wnm.in's  cv*  ~  1"  tuii'.  I  Imvc  (  \cs 
'AiT'  MiiL^iilarK'  l'.i->^  inatin^;,  iiml  li'  u.  .ikIi  i<(,l  what 
,,,!,, Mr  th'A-  uiir.  Till'  \(ll'i\v  li:;Iit  <i  tin  I. imp, 
tl,,  (  Miitiiiii;ill\'  :-liit'tiii,i'  iii'iti^ii  111'  tlir  carn.if.'A'. 
M,t\,  liiin  \[<t  as^i>fan(  1  .  >lir  kt  pt  lluni  roii^tantlv 
ti\.(l  ^traiiilit  bcfdii  In  r.  and.  nwinj^  to  tlif  anL;!'-  at 
nlihh  li''  \\a-  lix.kiii^,  111-  ^niild  nut  i^vt  a  full  vww. 

in  \ain  hr  rai  kid  In-  l>rani  to  lind  a  reasunahle 
I  \i  ii>-r  Iwv  r.  lU'wini;  tlif  talk.  He  conld  ihink  of 
ii..tliin;,'  that  did  not  savoiir  of  mtrnsion.  Oftrr 
1m  r  part  of  Ins  railwav  litriatnrf '^  It  w.-)-^  vapid 
,iiiil  tanii'  (Vi  n  to  Inni  wlio  had  iiotlniiL;  to  occnpy 
ill-  mind.  It  (  rrtaiiiK-  uoiild  not  ti-nipt  \wr.  And 
"  May  ,1,,.  train  loiki  il  too  iniuh  for  nadin,^,  while  the 
p,Ltt>  r  of  tile  rain  and  the  howiini;  of  tlu'  wnul  wrre 
t  ii  too  di-traitin,L;  for  coiiciiitratcd  attmtiun. 

To  jiass  till'  tinii'  Gravdon  contuuK-d  to  study  Ikt 
fiiiti\rl\-  and  j)ondrr,  as  In-  had  Intlurto  ntvcr 
})ond«  red  over  a  woniaii  ;  and  he  piccrd  tint  a  scorr  of 
ilirMii.s  to  accoiint  for  that  half-sad,  lialf-dchant 
1  Apii  ->ion.  The  train  nsnally  took  down  a  good 
iiian\-  pa-siMiijcrs  for  the  ocan-going  stt-amfrs 
-i.trting  from  Sontluunpton.  Was  tin-  lad\  one  of 
ilh  -(■  tra\ilKr>  '•'  Was  she  going  to  India  or  Sonth 
.\frua  :  Was  sin-  Ka\ing  hrhind  lur  -lonuonc  -he 
l.'\  1  d  \'i'rv  much  ■• 

I'ut  whv  shonld  hi-  think  sh.-  wa-  going  abroad  '-f 
W  I  rr  tlu  rr  not  a  hnndrcd  reason-^  whv  poiple  should 
tra\i  1  to  Sonthain|)ton  lusiths  going  out  of  Kng- 
i  ind  '^  He  found  himself  hoping  that  one  «»f  these 
lea  oii^  might  be  the  canso  of  her  jonrnev.  And 
ti....^  1,^  i^ii.rhf'd,  :\t  liis  folb'.     What  wassh'-  t'j  Inni  ? 
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Gr;i\«lMii  li.nl  aiU!(  ip.il' il  In-'  i(HinM\'  w.iiild  be 
tidi-iii-.  It  |ii-\ .  •!  I.I  !.,■  |ii-t  !li.  iv\'  r- .  Ixi-ui-- 
stoK'c  .-i.iii'il  1"  liiiii  ImiI  li,i,lt-;iii-liMin '>  ml.'  Innii 
L,,ji,l..ii,  w  !h  n  ,1-  1  li'  lb  i.iiM  .  i.iIj  -.  11.  ,11  !\  .in 
li.iiir-.Lii.l  ,1.  Ii.lII.  II.  1I..I"  '  «1  til'  .ip.uliv  Ml  ih.' 
l,i(l\-  (  liiiii'.'.'  ml"  ]■  i!'  ■■  -11'  •-■-  ;l-  t  li^  \  ii.  .li'  «i  tli.' 
slutiou.      \\..nl.l  -li.    .LJiulit   111' IV.  ,,!  .I'll  -\r    (\p.  a 

Sdlllrc  ,11.      1.  .    111.   .   I     ll'   r    ' 

>llr     lull!..  (1     llli       -I.. Hill  (1     L^l.r-     .lll'l     li  ...l-"r(.l     nUt 

ini  ,   'In     iLukiit's,.      (,i,i\<!.'ii    diili.'J    !ii-   -i  a1    and 
I,  I  (1.  .w  n  t  li.'  w  111(1.  .\\ . 

"  \\  lia.l  ,1.  Ii..iril)l<    lil^ilil   '    '  li'    M  11'   11'  '1  '"  -.iv. 

"  N',  -,    111(1.  .  <1." 

H.  .lul  II.. I  lail  t'.  i!'.l.  til'  ml'  ii-it\  "t  li'  1  '"'I''- 
It  was  as  ili.Miuli  -l.r  u.  i.  .ui-u.  riu-;  -.an.'  ili..u;^!ii 
rath,  r   tliai!   r.|'l\iii'-;   t-.   In^    .  .  ainii.  aipla.  <    i.  iiiaik. 

IJir  inM  -lath.ii  wa-  M  <  li.  M.  \  ■  r.  rila\(l..ir- 
i.h-.  r\  ati.ai:-  .lii'.iii  1 1"  u.  .ill"  i  li.id  I.  d  t. .  ii..i  Imi'-;  , 
llol  a  \\..rd  1 1  a.  I  bt  .  ii  .  m  ha.ii.;.  d  -iii.  .  I  li.  i  ■Mill  hit 
Ha-iiiL'.>l..kf.  1  ii.  II  .  aiii.  \\  111.  h.  1.1.  (i'a\(l'.ii~ 
1'.  I!..\v-iiasscn,i;cr  .ipi"  ai.  d  t..  li.i\.  l..-t  h.  i  mi.  r.  -i 
111  til.'  (ail.r  world,  ^hi  r.  mam.  d  iii  Ii.  r  ni..li.aii.  - 
'^t.itii.-.iii.  altitnd<  .  and  dul  ii..l  .i\ai!  li.  r-.  ll  i-l 
lii>.  .  .till  t. .  .ipi  a  t  h.    wiiid.iw  . 

,\t  \\  ill.  ll.  -I.  r  ih.  ti.uii  r.  main,  d  ,it  1  li.  pl.ti  l>i"ni. 
^I'Mu  t  limu  wa^.  r\  id.  iill\  .iiiu^-.  *  )ii.  ..iia  i.d.  all.  1 
liMtkinii  in  the  window  ol  a  lir>t-(d.i»  i  ()nii..Lriin.  ni. 
sliDii'.d  to  auotiK  r,  but  with  tlir  wlii-tlmu  wnid  and 
hissing  strain,  (Iray'lcii  i^'oiiid  11.. t  In  ,ir  wh.ii  h.     .nd 

S(»()n  there  was  quite  a  littk-  groiij)  t.ut-id.  thi- 
particular  carria^'c.  1  h.  d....r  wa^cp-ii  ;  th.  -uard 
\vcn<  insuj.',  and  tin-  (.tie!-  .i.-wd.  d  rmuul  liuu, 
strainiUL:  tliiii  nuk-^.  cau.  i  i  .  what  was  g.»ing 
(HI.  111.  hidil  mI  a  l.iinp  lladi.  1  ..n  111.  lact.- of  ('He. 
It  !i Miked  wiiite  and  -oatrd. 
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"  SdUitt liinL;'>  tlir  matter,"  said  drawl. m,  rai-^mj,' 
In^  rap.     "  I'm  J'iiiiil;  tn  mc  \\liat'>  \vr<'ii,L'." 

^lii  liM\\(  il  uitli  .111  iiulitti  Ti  lit  air  as  mucli  an  \-* 
^-,L\  III'  (iiiild  di.  .1-  In  likid.  Ill  rtai.lii(i  tlii  i  ar- 
Y\,VJ.r  will!  li  \\a-  ill'  'il'ji  I  t  I  1  ,  'I  mill  li  inti  ri  --t .  '11  ii- 
mi  11  ui  ii-  Ml  11  kim.;  tin  \v.i\'  I"  i  lndi  mr,  and  lit  i  mild 
imt  v.;«t  111  ar  Jui  a  miiiiili   ni   -n. 

"  p..  tti  1  taki  liim  lai  tn  "^i  .iii  liamptnii,  "  dravu  iii 
iuard  will-  -a\  . 

"  Hilt  iii'll  lia\i  I'l  111  liiiiiiulit  ha  k  a,t;airi. 
SiMit  liaiii]it.  ill'-  iiiil  th  ■  ])lai  ■•  will  fi  tin  thiiiv  uas 
duiii-." 

\\  111!  kill  i\v  -  win  I'l    It   wa-  dull!    ' 

"'lliat'  what  tin-  |i'i|ii^ll  Iia\i-  X><  'md  niit. 
Aii\ii"\\'  II  wi.ii'i  takr  iiuai  iliaii  ti\i'  mimiti  ■-  tn 
di  tai  li  1  111    '  ai  M.i'.:^'  aiid.  -Iiiiiil   it ," 

Till'  -tat  ii  'II  iii.i'ti  1  ai  ii\  1  '1.  and  tin  dnti  iiiu;  <>t  t  In- 
little  kin.t  "I  |).  .ijilr  1  ii.dpi.  d  <iia\d'iii  tn  -ei  tin* 
iiiliiiii!-  Ill'  tin  I  ■  im[iaii  iin  lit .  ()iir  'Jam  i  \\a^ 
--ntlii  ii  lit.  II'  di'U  ii.ti  k  with  a  -Innldi  i.  .\  man 
\\a-  1\  mil;  111.  t  hi'  llnnr  I't  tin  i  ariiaie  with  t  he  a -In  ii 
liin    lit  diatli  nil  hi-  thui  -hiiNelli  il  tai  <  . 

.Miaiiwhili  iiin-  lit  tin  i-'itir--  had  In  i  ii  inmiiii^ 
tiiiiii  laniaL'i-  u>  i  .uriaL^e  ;i>kiiiL;  tin  qin  -tinii  "  1- 
t  hr  11-  a  dm  t.ii   In  II-   ■ 

Oiii  wa-^  lull  lid,  and  hni  m  d  tu  t  he  -put  Ih  tn-iit 
o\t  I    the  p|i,   trail    liLiiil.  .  .iiid   diDiik  hi-  hi  ail 

(an  li'i  inithiii^.'"  said  he  iii  ,i  Inw    \i)ni      "  'he 

III. Ill      1-     ill  Ai\ 

\\  h,tt    I      It      ■'    a-kt(l    Mim>l)'id\    111    (In    (rnwd 

w  In  '  I  i.iild  in  il     11.      "  "^iiii  nil-  - 

■■-.li.  .d'    '    ■  i.  I'M  11  .1  1  in    "1   ih-    iillii  .al  -  ^.'ut 

a  hit  I't  ;i        M  .id    i   ' 


(iiApri-K    II 


Tlir.    SlK'.\M,i:    I'ilolii(,|.;Arn 


Ai    th'-  (In  ad   \\><n\   tlh    (iMud  (li,\\    hack  iiistuic- 

tl\i  iv'.        I'lltl!   lllr  (.111,  l.il   hj)(iki\   no  nllc  luKJ   tll(Ml{,'ht 

"t  niiird.r,  \-.i  ,,f  a  cnt  iint\-  tin-  \\a-  tin-  <,iilv 
f.\j)laiiatiuii.  And  imt  milv  iiu'id.  r,  Imt  rwlil.,  ry  — 
watrli,  liiain,  piir-^-,  {x.ck.-t-h.H.k,  ail  uviv  '^unr. 
llii-  p(>(  kii-  wdi-  tiiniid  iii-idr  (.lit. 

And    till'    HUM  d<li  T   - 

Nti  aii>\\(r  ,.)uld  l)r  irtiini,  d  to  :iii.  vital  que^- 
tian.     Diircth-   tlir  -t.itiMn   iiia-t(r  Ji-.  (.Mitd   tin- 

lUltlUr  ut  till-  Ilai^(ll\  ll<  iil{ltri-d  ,i"  the  (  \it-  l>>  he 
I  lox'd.  M.  v-aL^.-;  \\.  r,  di-patclii-d  [n  tin  ad)M|luu^ 
^tatiiii!^,  amiciiiit  111-  tin-  dct.  ntiwn  ot  the  trai',  and 
the  !(  asuii.  Awd  ^(aiili  \\a-  made  t^.i  tin-  pM--il)|,- 
assassin. 

If  It  (onld  li.  drcid,  tl  \\li(  IT  the  I  riiiic  had  In m 
(•(iinnuttt'd  a  <  hi--  nii,L;tit  h.  at  hand.  lln>  pnint 
wa-  IK. I  ra->\-  to  d.  t.  rniuii  .  P.oth  at  |-{a^iiii;-Ic.kr 
and  \Im1i.  Id<xrr  thr  !.;ii,iid  had  -lanri  d  al  lli.' 
1  aniaL'i-  a  -  lir  i>a-~->rd,  ami  ai'ji.iii  iii  |\-  it  w.'^  i  nip;  \  . 
It  wa^  111. I  until  the  liaiii  itarlnd  \\  im  In  ^t.  r  that 
111  I, I, .kid  in->idf.  .\||  thr  tiiiK'  tin'  nnird' ii  d  nian 
mil'  t  ha\r  1.1  .11  Km-  at  thr  l)<ilt..in  ut  thr  r,,inpart- 
nii  lit.  d\u]  ihi  ■  u..iild  t^i.  t..  vlii.w  thai  thr  nmrd,  r 
li'i'l  I'll"  I'lipriratid  lirji.r,  ih.  nam  aiii\id  at 
Ha-in-:-tiiki  . 

I  hr  I  aiMai,'r  1  i.lllainrd  1  lllrr  1  ,.ni[i.millrnt-  ;  t  lit' 
niuKtIr      (.111         \\a>      the       v,  ,nr      ..t       l  hr        III  V-  till.  .11>. 

tra{,'t'd\.       I  hr   in  \i    whrir    ij,,-   passfili^tT,  w  it  !i    his 

tia\  rjhll^'    1  aj.       l.lllird       drWll      i.V.T      In-       r\cS.       UUi 
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preparini,'  t<i  p'.  to  sleep  wlun  the  dfor  /..i^  opened 
upon  hiin  at  W'.iterlo...  u.i>  empty,  the  reniainiiif^ 
conipartnicnt  was  nccnpied  by  a  couple  of  did  ladus. 

The  rniptir.r»  of  tin  U'xt  coniparf nunt  was 
'-i;,'intn  ant,  for  the  cuard  eonUl  not  leioljict  seeing 
anyone  alii^dn.  What  had  l)etoni(  ■>[  the  man  m  the 
tr.i\rllin::  eap  ,  .id  nUter  - 

dr.ivdon  had,  for  tin  tmii  beui::.  fori,;ott(ii  hi-5 
f'-llow -p.i-seu^er  in  the  h' ri'T  of  the  di>ioverv. 
Win  11  \\r  (hd  think  "f  h,  i.  h,.  dot.  rmined  not  to  vay 
lliat  .1  iumicIm  had  h.  mi  'ommitt.d.  It  u,is  too 
tcrnhle.  Ho  (anio  >iou|y  tt.uk  to  tmd  her  in  the 
d<'orua\-  of  thr  i  arnage,  anxiet\-  written  on  her  faee. 

■'  What   i>  It  •    '  -he    t>ki  d  hsni    alnio-^t   shaiplv. 

It  \\a-  tho  tir-t  tune  ]\r  ji.id  -'-en  the  !ad\  ■.-,  evcj<. 
}\>  remained  >ilent.  Mien-  \Mld  l"ant\  li.id  tak<  n 
po>>i  >-ion  of  hiin. 

W'hv  don't   \ou  >[->eak  -  "  -he  tried,  suddrnlv 
bcconiin;:;  a^^itat'  d. 

I  hi'^  \oiir  pardon,  Imt   -hut   I  e.in  >Laru  l\-  tell 
vou.    \n  old  f,:entlemaii  lia>  b(  •  ii  t.ikon  ill,  j  fain  v." 
An  old  fjiiitlenian,"  ^lu    ri(M  ated,  .lud  he  ?rtW 
In  r  frame  thioh. 

h''  f"i'|'  h<'  (  onld  II  p.|\-  til'-  uMaKi,  whom  >ln'  had 
a^ki  d  at  W.it.il'M,  \,,  |)nt  her  m  ain'thei  Larna,qr, 
appeal!  d.  lamp  in  iuLnd. 

W.i-  that  old  ,i:eiit!' man  in  tin  >  "mpai  t  iin  nt 
>ou  clian.L,'- (i  from  .it  Watuloo  a  iinnd  ,,f  \miii-, 
miss  r  "  >,iid  1;   . 

"  A  friend  '  dn  aii-uend  h<  -itat iiipiv,  "no — 
wt  11,  \i  s.      I  j,uppii,sc  he  nia\-  be  i  ailed  so." 

"  ,\  V(  r\-  terrible  thin.u  li.i>  hap'pened.  and  i  lu 
afraid  I  -IklII  lia\e  to  a>k  you  to  identify  him. 
TlR•re'^  nothing;  on  Ins  person  to  tell  us  who  he  is. 


•2i?  TffK    KV1>    OF    ALin  \ 


S'irr\'  t'l  irntiltl'  \"n.  im--,  mh  ^m]]  ;i  Ij.kI  Im-nios, 
hut  It  laii't  Ih  hcli^i  d  '  utnt  on  tin'  ,l:u;u(1.  ii]»"ln- 
f,'etKall\  . 

Id<'ntif\-    liiin  r  "    --lii    inctl   m   ci' at    a^Liitati'iii. 
I  fl'in't   iiitdi  i>t,iii(l  \'>M  uiili,'---    -  iiiilc^>  \Mii  iiicui 

til, it    111'  ll.l'-  liirli    -I  l/(  (1    Willi  ,,    tit    - 

'I'll'-    ,^n,U"(l    '   i'ili^llid.  ill      (lui     Il'^t     llkr    t'l    tr|l    lior 

till'  Initli.  she  tnni''l  njiMii  (ii,isil"ii  \\it!i  a 
^triuit;('  ti' r(  (Mm  --  iii  In  r  Imhi  - . 

\n\\  ^alfl  In  had  hi  i  n  taki  n  ill." 
Tlu^  ;,Miaid  li'Mkirl  at  diaAdi'ii  :i-  tlii  n-h  ]\r  wmild 
pri  fi  r  tn  -luft  hi-  iinjilra-^aiit  ta'-k  '.ii  tin  rli^'dflr^ 
I  'f  t  lir  \-(iiini;  man.  'i'ln  ,i:n T'-  a,L;il<il  wai  \\  a-  iiu  r*  <is- 
iiil:,  li'T  faij-  \\a~  pi  ifii  tK-  whit'  Ik  r  hp-^  1 1.  nmlMH,. 
.\i'  \"ii  l'"lh  dimil>  \\\\v  laii't  \"ii  till  tin 
what   ha^  haj^piiK  d      ■■•    iiin-t    !   --i  •    f,,i    nu-ilt  -       ] 

SUJipdM      1    ('Hi:lt/  1 1  I   ■-(  111     W  'lit    1  '11,    111   ,1.   I"  W     \  nl(  ,   . 

N".  !t"."  intirrnjii' d  <ii-,L\d"ii  iMiitm-  ''Ut  In- 
anil.  "  l)<>n't  -".  ill  t(  II  \..ii  a-  wll  a-  I  i.aii. 
Till    ]><'i>v  ^.  lit  I'  111,111-  di  ,1(1." 

"  I).. id  !    ■ 

Sill'  nit' n  d  till'  W"i(l  in  tin  l'i\V( -t  nf  wlii-ptr- 
and  >t(Mid  I'mkuiL:  fr"ni  "in  tn  thi'  ntln  r  ,i-  lli'Mii^h 
^In    li.td  lint  (  "iiipi"'  In  lid'  d  ii  ~  fiiH  --(  n-i  . 

"  N  "M    WM'     with    tin     '.^iiit'    mail    ,it    \\  .iti  i  !m",  ' 

s.iid  tin    un.ird  with  niMi.i-inr.  ;^r,r.  i1\.      "   N'"m  ;:"I 

ml"   tin     -,iiin     <,tni,iui     hni    \,,ii    .i-kid    iin'    t"   put 

\  I'll  mill  ,1  net  In  i  "in  .  [want  \  "m  t"  t'  II  nn   lit--  ii.inn  ," 

llnrr  m;'\   br  -"iin'  mi-t,d<i',     ,iii-wi  ii  d  t  he  '^n  |. 

I  d  ht  1 1<  r  -(  (■  il  1 1)1  pi  I "11  w  h"  \ "11  -ay  is  (U  .id. 
I.-  P.illv 

"-In'  >t"i'i"il,  ,iinl  riMii!;  Ir"m  In  i  -cit  \va^  ab"ii1 
t"  di-iiii'l  ih,  pl.itf.'rm.  w  In  n  (ii.ud.n  laid  hi- 
liand  L'l  lit  !\   "ii  In  r  .inn 
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"  Parcl'iii    nil-,"    -aid    1p\   "  vu   dnn't    kiinw   ali. 

!■>  it   IK'CtS^aiA'  th.-   l,Lil\-   ^llMliM   l^M   IKiW  -  "   he   went 

(III,  tuniin.i:  to  tlir  fiiuird.     "  l..Litr  en.  pi  rluip-^ " 

"  I  d^ai'l  kiiMW  all  !  What  lI-o  is  ihrw  to 
kui'W     "  >lii;  I  1  ii  d  ipii*  kl\-. 

"  \\'(11.  nil,-.-."  r-aid  111''  L:uard,  1).  f'>rr  (.i\i\(l"ii 
(  Miild  lutrrpM-r.  "  It  liMik-  a-  if  tli'-rr  li.id  In  in 
-mill'  nuly  NM'ik.  l\<  '-  liL>ii  r..!)!).  d.  iliai\-  i  i  nam, 
and  niaybr  nnirdi  ri  d.' 

(ii.iydiin,  iV.irnm  >lii  ^\a-  al>"Ul  to  lamt.  In  Id  in  r 
arm  t!,L;htl\-.  I'-m  tlii'T'  \\<i-^  v  (au.-r  Im-  appi'  In  n- 
Miiii  nn  tin-  -ci'i'r.  A!mii-1  inmi' dia!il\'  -In'  n - 
(;n\i  n  (I  hiv-i  It. 

"  Vim  in  rd  iii.t  liar."  aid  ^lu-  m  a  t"!i  rably  !inn 
\(.ic<'.  "  I  in  n  't  L;i\in  li.  f.imtm.^.  Is — is  thr 
si.udit  \rr\'  ii  rrihlr 

"  It  i>n't  pb'a'^ant."  >aid  (ir.udun,  >hrnL:L;i:i;4  In- 
hliniildi-r-.  "  Hill  the  I'Mard  i-  riLilit  m  a-kin:,  xmi 
til  id'ntif\-  Inm.  Nmi  ni;i\-  liilj)  to  t'nnn-li  a  lIul- 
to  the  iniM  riant  uho  attacked  Inin." 

"  Vis.  ••<-.      I  x\ill  ;■"." 

Ill  r  iniini'  ntaiA'  wi  akni  -  had  ipntr  |m--.  d.  and 
slic  walkrd  -ti  ali!\-  hi  '  u .  in  tin'  Li'iard  and  *  :i  '  •,  dnji 
1m  th.-  -(  ,  II'  III  ihr  tia;-,' <i\  .  h*ntllpr'\\  ii  -i;ii-iil" 
llmrhm,'-.;  \\hin  -Ic  ii  .!■  In  d  tin  d.i-r.  tin  L.;apiii,i; 
(iiM\d  niakiii'.',  ua\-  l-r  h'  i  and  -In  whi-^pcnd 
hui  m  dl\-  t"  (iravd'iii  : 

"  { ,\\r  nil    \  I  '111   ai  111,  pli  .1-1  ." 

H,  iici.mtK  i.h'A' d,  and  hf  f' li  iln  Innilwithm 
his  arm  i|m\i  r  w  liili-  -In  t'  'rii'd  hi  i  •  v  >  -  in  rc-t  npnii 
thf  L^haslly  iacr  uf  th-  "Id  ni.oi.  ..pulsivc  in  life, 
doiiMv  rt'piil^ivr  in  dtath. 

"  \\  •  "  shr  murmiU'  d  -hndi!  niiLrly,  "it  i    in  ." 
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Thrn  riiaydnn   hcird   her  wliivpcr  with  a  siidd>  ii 
catc!>  ')f  the  lircath  ; 

1  ak''  till'  a\va\'.  pl<  asc" 
"  Hutu's  im  iifn>Htv  for  \\\r  hidv  to  n mam,   I 
suppose,"    baid    Graydon    turning:    to    the    .-tati-in- 
maslcr. 

"  ji;st  i<nr  iiiMiniiit.  llwrr  inii^tu't  ]>r  aii\- 
mistake  Ak  \-«>ii  muc.  nuidani,  Mm  ii(i.Min:,c  the 
poor  ^^riitl. man  -  "  a-ked  the  olficial. 

"  Q'lite.     H)^,  name  i^  Hai^'f^ar- -Mr.  iJaMd  Hag- 

^dV." 

(ii<ivd"n  >,i\v  how  >h'  \va>  >utf'  nni:  and  h(  piti.  d 
h.'r.  Ih'-  ram  \\a-  h^.itin;,'  doun  !irn  rh  and  tli.  p- 
wa-  no  protection  uh.rr  thcv  wn  >tan(hn-. 
Ri-kuiK  opp,,vitiMii  M,,  tlic  part  of  thr  Mation- 
mastrr,  (.ra\d<.ii  1(  d  the  cni  beiieatl'  ^helter.  Ihr 
statiomn.i-ter  foHdUrd. 

"  \<m  miistnl  ^-o  awav,  "  ^aid  !ir  m  a  waimii;,' 
tone. 

A  poher  in-p(  .  tor  and  a  con.-tal'i'-  aMi\-.  d  at  th)> 
nionimt  and  thr  Mat  loiini.i^ter  l-fl  (.ra\(loi,  .md 
Ah<  i.i  to  tliniHrK,,  and  )oinrd  th.  n,  u  (oin,i,. 
Thr  oftiMal-  cntrrMi  thr  (ania,L:u;  th.  -ul  uith 
whitr,  drawji  fare,  and  hand>  pns-id  <  o.|vii1m\  ,  l\- 
to-cth«r,  watrh.il  thim  in  -n-j  n»  ,  [h,.  \,,nn- 
mm  lonid  -av  uo.ihm.^.  It  wa^  not  .i  tinu  foi  ta!k^ 
'''''''"'l\'  'Ii'  ni~p((tMr  eamo  out  ,,f  t],,.  t.i.rria"c 
and  .ipproarhrd  Ahi  la,  not,  l^.-^k  m  hand. 

I    mid.  r-t.md    vw'vr    id,  jititi^d    th..'    d, ca-  d 

as  Mr.  Daxid  Ha.i^.^ar  •' 

« «  v    .  ■  ■ 
I  es. 

"  .And  hi<  addr,  s<  -  wh^  jc  dnv-  )i.   !iv, 

Ihe  ,L;irl  thoti-ht  for  .1  nioni,  nt  or  tw,,. 

"  He  e.m  hardly  W  ^ald  to  h\-e  anvuhrre,"  ^ald 
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she.  "  He's  been  staying  at  the  Empress  Hntt-l. 
Ldiidon,  and  was  nn  hI^  way  tf)  Southamptcn.  He 
intended  tn  ,i:'>  by  the  next  steann-r  t<>  Kinf,'stnn, 
Jamaica,  but  I  don't  knn\,  if  he'r^  b<M.ked  his 
pas-a^'e." 

"  What  is  yiiiir  name  ?  "  he  asked. 

"  Aheia     M.)ntrn>.  ." 

"  .Xiu'  ri'icitive  "f  the  deceased  r 

"  The  t:nard  says  von  were  with  him  at  \\at(  rl'Ht. 
\{<>\\  came  it  you  w(  re  not  tra\Tlhnc'  witii  him  "■' 
Hut  vnu'd  better  conie  into  the  waiting  rn.uri.  And 
\-ou  tnn,  Mr."  added  the  inspector  l-mking  at 
(ira\dnn. 

"  Hy  all  means,"  said  (jraydnn  pmiTiptlv. 

He  had  not  the  slightest  (tbjcctKin  t'>  bring 
a"^s<u:i<ited  with  a  girl  nf  ^o  nnich  mystc  r\  .  It  w.i> 
\hr  tust  tune  anxthmg  really  serious  liad  entered 
into  his  life,  and,  tragic  though  the  stnrx'  jirnini>ed 
ti,  be,  till  si'ii-'f  of  adsi'ntiire  and  romance  was  not 
unpli  a>ant.  The  iittk'  crowd,  eager  to  hc;>r  more, 
Would  ha\'e  foUowtcl  the  inspector  and  the  two 
pa^xngcrr,  into  the  waiting  roiun,  but  the  railway 
oltiei.ils  foiled  th'ir  curio>ity. 

lb''  in>p(^ctor  renewed  his  (piestion^  and  was 
parti(ularl\-  pressing  .o  know  whv  M!>s  Moiitro>p 
traM  Ihd  m  a  dittrri  nt  carnage  from  that  in  whicii 
Mr.  I iaggai  wa->  found. 

She  di'Lhurd  to  >a\'. 

"  Had  you  (piarrelled  ■' 

"  I  ri'fu«'  to  an'-ui  r,  \'oii  ;>}>•  })r\ing  into  what 
rioi  -  not  (  oiK  cm  \ou., "  I  hr  gn  1  <  ried  hotly.  "  ^'ou 
had  b(ttir  orcup\-  \ours(ll  in  tr\ing  to  ^oj\r  the 
mystery  of  poor  .Mr.  Haggar's  d(\>.th." 
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ihafv  wIkiI  I'm  (loinc."  rclorf-d  till  iji>p(cf<.r, 

"  iUlfl    I   W.Ulf    \(MI   f(i  lul|i  nir." 

"  H'.w  ran  Midi  (luotinii.  as  vou  arc  a^kiii''  mc 

(In     fliat    "^    " 

}](\  r\-,-,  wryr  siiddrnl\-  fiimrr]  ,,n  Ciaxd..)!  a-  if 
Hi^|".iliii,u    (m    him    for    a-H:>tan'c.      II,     prnmi.tlv- 

n  >I)(iIKlr(l    ti  >   1|(  ]■   ^laili  r. 

I  li''  affair  i^  ,,ii,'  (.f  ml)},,  i-\-.  I'm  (mM."  .aid  li,  . 
"  'Ihf  l.idv  1^  (|mt,  n-l)t  Im  n  fuM  f,,  hnd  lirf.,  If  t,, 
a    ti^liiiij,'    iiKjtiirw" 

"  ^  "11  know  nntliiiif:  atxuif  It,"  rrtortcd  the 
iiisp.  ,  for  cutlv-.      •'  P!.  a^r  d^n't   uifrif,  r,-." 

^drax-dnn  hit  hi-  hp.      He  wa^  t>v-ii)t<  d  tn  ,-.-  nt 
wiiat   -<'<iii(d   (m   In„,   t,,   p,,   i„.m1,.ii(..   hut    hv   hit 
'ii''   "ftinal    \va-   ina-ti  r  ..f   th-'   Htnatioii.      At    th. 
siiup  tiinr,  it  wa^  hiuniliatui;^  to  he  siiuhhcd  t..  fn,, 
hrr. 

"  PhMsp  h,nk  at  i]\]^  p!!"t<.craph."  Hidd-nly  -aid 
th--  m-prc  tnr.  pi-MdiKui-  a  p'.-,tcard  pictun.''  frmii 
I't  twccn  the  hav(-  of  hi>  iidf.  biHik, 

I  in-  .i^iil  fn.ik  thr  idioto^^raph.  Nn  >.,,„„.,-  had  h(  r 
jJan.c  nstcd  upon  it  than  th--  card  f.  II  fr^iii  li.  r 
Ini^rrs  a^  thm-h  it  wnv  nd  li-.!.  (,,a\(lMii  pu  k-d 
"P  'Ii''  pli"tM-,ap}i  and  liaiuh d  it  in  h,  ,-.      ilc  r.-u!d 

nnt    hilt    ,,1    till     I.H.k  Mf  (,  IT,,]-,,,,   Ih  I    fj,  ,.. 

"  Ha\r  \..u  ,  \rr  .,  rii  ih,    ph'it.i-r.iph   h.  f.,;-    '     ' 
a-k-d  thr  in^prri,,!-,  wat.  Iimil;  hrr  k',nl\-. 

"  \^''!'''"'    'i"l    \"ii    tiiid   It  :■  ■'   ^aid   sIh     111   ..    lev,, 
'|ni\  inn,;:  \ mic. 

"  ^^"    ''t'    tl'"""    "f    the     raiTia^r.      ^•,,,l    h,,\,  lit 
''":^^'  ""'    "iv    M'"  -^'"11.      Ha\-.'    \M,,    r\,.,-    vu,  n    ,t 

hi  fdi'r   - 

1      I   think  's,,," 

In  tin    p,i~M>vsii,]i  ,,f  thr  d,  r.  a-i  d  •  " 
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■■  It  in.i\-  Ii.i\'    I"  'II  111-  -l"it  1  ic.illx  riniit  kli'tw. 
[  I  .m't  t'll  \-<'M  ;uu-tliin,L:  alxuil  it." 
"  All'  \-i)ii  ^urr  ." 

"    \'(-,     null  r(l." 

("ir.iA-'li'ii  h.ul  had  a  -i^ht  <'f  tli'  pli- 'ti'fj;rapli.  It 
h.ul  fall'ii  fnnii  \v  i  liaiid  la<''  upwanl-.  Yh^ 
!)!(  tnri  w.i-  "ill  wi  11  !  al'iilatid  tn  arri-t  th''  atttn- 
tiMii  and  (1\M  11  111  tin  lui  n!"i"\ .  It  p'TtiMyi  d  a 
pair  1  if  t\  I  -  -11111)1  \'  a  w  Minan-  r\i'^,  a-  t  li''  a.n"an^'c- 
iiv  nt  iif  th'  !i<ui  -lii'^M  d.  Idi'  lnwi  r  ;iiati"n  nf  tlic 
f.iii  wa--  Ni^ii'  tti  d  a\\\i\'.  \\'lii"'\''f  had  taken  the 
phntMijraiih  ua-  -kill' d  in  tin  art.  Tin  rye-, 
wMnd'rfullv  lar.c,''.  iMnini'"!.-  and  i.xpri -^i\'<',  wire 
-nnni'iint'd  In"  !)r'iu-.  -.ntlnniit  !\-  irw '.;nlar  tn 
di  iii'ii'  i.liaiai  t'  r.  In\  iilMnlarih-  (iraxdmiV  ulaiK«\ 
a-  hi  h.iiul.d  tin  jdii 'I'v-raph,  h.ul  u"ni-  trmn  tlio 
r\-os  ^11  \i\-idl\-  ri  (M-'iduM il,  tn  tlmM'  <d  tlu'  h\inf^' 
'^\r\.  Thc\-  urn  nh  iitn.  ai  '  Tin'  -011-  id  inv-tcry 
\\a>  di'cpi'ninu'.  Hi'  wnndirrd  what  thi'  pnlui- 
ni-iiit;ti>r  tliMii^ht,  but  tin  ntlicial'^  >tnlid  Uv  <'  ,^a\■'' 
liim  nil  (hn-. 

"  l)n   \MU   knnw   till'   i'ri:;;nal   "f  this   picture  ^ 

H.-ked  t  he  lll-Jieetiir. 

"  na\<i\'t    I   tnjd  \-i'U   I    km'W  ui'tlnnu  abi-ut    it  ? 
\\  h.it  ■>  the  u-i'  ii(  pi"-ti  rniL;  nu-  .' 

Ihi     lU'-piitnr    n  plai  1  d    tin     plii't'iuraph    witlnii 
In-    in.|.t>nok    with    tin     air    <■{    "K     wlm    ^a^^     tin 
UbolubSne^-.  n\    jiiir-uiii,:;  a   •  lin     w  im  h    itnuni-ed   at 
prt'seiit   In  \i(  Ifl  n-i  ri-ult-.      He  wheeled  riiund  in 
(iravdnii. 

"I     underst.ind    \-"U    w.  P'    iravi'llnu:    witli    tin- 
]ad\    ,   "  -Au[  he. 

"  !     wa-    m     tin      -ami     lariiaue    i.erlainly.      \^  t' 
.       .  11-.     1       • '  ^  -  i  I,     ..  ,_ 

iiaveiieii  In^'iii'i   ii'iii  ■»">  .Li '  ;  i' "  •.     ">">.i;    ;;;:    .i;ir -.-.t. ; . 
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I'm    \-.  Ill    kll.  i\v    ]\rr   }    " 

"\y<    HIV  >tr.in.;rr,..     \\c  nut  for  the  lirst  time 

"  Wiial  i>  VI. ur  naiiiM  aiul  address  ;>  " 
Thr   (jiH^tinnm,:^'   ,,[   n,,.   j^.,,-|'^   feijnu    passcnt^'or 
prcsrntrd  no  dilfi.nltv:   \iuc  Gravdnu.  ,,f  Jcrmvn 
>tnH,  >.„  Mt  N,r  i.rnv^r  (,ravdn„,  nf  [)cnhy  fn,irt 

"" '-'.^'Mivv.      Ilu  .-,.^|Hrt,.rlurrua>nnsHfe 

^i.Min.l.      ^n    („,,r:,,.   (.ravd.^i   ua.   kwnvu   to   Inni 
^^   "•'""■  •'-  '""'  "t  tl"    r.Mildtord  hrnrh  nf  ju^tia'S 
Ina...ui,wliat  mon   P.,„(tfMl  mann.  r  l,r  wont  on  ■ 

li"'  lHH,r  :>.  nth  man  lia-  hron  shot  and " 

llir  ^iri  iittrnd  a  low  conviilMN  ,■  cry. 


"  >hot  -      I)k1    U,,    (1 


"11    commit    suicide  -  "    >lic 


i:a-[)i  (1. 

""   '1'"-"""  \^'^-<i  natural  one  for  Ali.  la  to  ask 
'"  ''"   ,''.^    '"^  "^^"   ••■"Hi  mi.cht  have  hrrn   David 
ila--ar.^    .M.huc    for    hi>    disa|.pomt nirnt .      If    so 
wa>   shr    not    morallv   f^Miilty   of   his   death  -     Her 
Jieart  x  ,  med  t,,  siirink  at  the  thoiii^ht. 
'Ill-  iii^[Hetor  unnid  not  connnit  himself. 
"  NopiMol  ha.  I.,,n  found,  that's  all  Nan^avat 
present,       ihe  doeto,-  must  decide  the  re-^t        F,,r 
''"■   "loment,    vou   appear   to   he   the   onlv   persons 
uho  .an  a>.MM   u^.      1   nnist  ask  vo,,  to  come  uith 

Ille    to    the    pMJiic    >latlon." 

"Siirelv.  .n.p.ctor,  that  inft  necc .sarv,"  renion.- 
trafed  (.ravdon.     "   11;,,  i,,dy  ,,,,,  „,,   „„„.^,   ^,,  ^j^^ 

with  the(K'ath  ol  the  old  man  than  I  have      Can't 
you  .-cc  that  •'  ■' 

"  Ic.in  >e,'  nothiiic,  Mr.  (,ravde,n,  hut  mvdutv." 

I'   ".i>  -nil  rainiu-  hard  and  hlowm-  hard      Ml 

tl"'    n^iivrvanc.    ,„    ,i„.    Mation-varci'   had    been 

appropriated,  and  tie  re  was  no  ait.rn^tM-,.  K„f  ... 
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walk.  Fortunatfly  tlip  distance  wa^^  imt  vrrv  far. 
(iravdmi  Mpcntd  hi-  unihn  11a  to  >liilt(  r  the  la(l\-, 
\\hi>  had  CMiiir  iiiipr<)\i(l.(l.  shr  a(((  ptrd  hi> 
P'ljitciuss  bik'iitly.  Dunn;;  the  whiiic  \va\'  ^Ih' 
iittcnd  111  it  a  wurd,  iinr  did  (iravdnii.  It  \\a>  in  it 
a  tmu'  ttir  rnniiiu»iii)lai  <■  ii  niarkN,  iinr  (  \'i  n  for 
svnipathw  XdW  and  a'^aiu  Ih'  iilaimd  ,it  Imt  tacf, 
and  saw  that  it  Wii^  a-  ri--;id  and  a-  wlnti  a-  win  n 
shr  was  •-liown  tlir  pli<it(iL,Mapli  which  had  htrii 
fniind  in  the  carnaL'e. 

They  arrived  at  tlu-  itulu  e-^-taticn,  win  re  the  news 
had  aheadv  pn  ceded  tin  in.  The  superinteiidrnt 
— seated  at  his  tablf  with  the  >haii«  «1  lamp  thrtiwiin^ 
its  di^c  iif  li;.;ht  nn  the  lhar.u'e-.sheet  hefcre  hmi  — 
miitinned  to  one  of  his  men  ti.  hrinu  ehair>.  Then 
folliiwt  (1  nnich  qiiestKinin;; — a  threat  deal  nt  it  beint; 
a  repetition  of  the  insjieetiir's  eiKpnnes.  \\c  was 
partu  ularlv  anxious  tn  know  what  to(jk  jihne 
between  .\licia  and  Mr.  Haj^i-ar  at  Waterloo  station, 
and  what  had  led  them  to  travel  m  -ep-arate  com- 
partments. 

"  .Ml  that  I  can  till  \-oii  i<  that  we  had  a  slii^dit 
ditierenc^',  and  m  a  siidih  n  lit  of  tt  mper  wliii  h  1 
-hall  ne\(  1  (ease  to  lei^ret,  I  r.fii-ed  t(,  tra\ei  \Mth 
Mr.  lla,i,'_£iar.  i*i'or  man,  it  I  had  not  bet  n  -d 
ha-fy " 

Sh<'  st<i])))ed.  Ihrre  wa-  a  s(/b  m  iur  vnui'.  It 
was  I  lear  that  ^lir  uitributed  what  iiad  luippeiii  d 
to  her  pctniaiKe.      Su,  at    least,  (ira\(loii    ilKPiiLdit. 

Till  superintendent  liad  CdUie  tu  the  end  i.f  his 
ti  till  r  S.I  fur  as  the  huh'  was  ihik  .  rued,  and  In-  iiext 
turned  his  att.  ntinn  tn  (ir.t\'don.  liiii  i.t  .i  m  ei  -- 
sit  \-  the  latt.  r  h,td  in  it  hi  li;.,:  to  t.  II  w  hu  h  i  ./uld  lliiow' 

iii\-    li.il.t     ..II     tl...     lli\    -I,    l\-         I  111!     till-    ..ttli    111       ;<(t.r    t  \\  1  I 
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"1-  time  .ipp.ir.  iitiv  pmiiu-,  l,.^  (iii,-.ti.,ii-,  dcMst.d 
Irmr.  tiirtln  r  iiit.  riM-.it  inii. 

"^  ""  '\'l'  i'-L\''  !■>  -t.iv  111  Wii.(  hot,  r,"  said  li.\ 

'  '"■   '  '""I"  '■    ^'•'N    ••p.ii    ;iii    iii(|iiiiv    ('r'.l.aM\'    Jli.- 

"'■'\    •'!''  I    t"  iii-iiMW,    aiid    vnull    1„.    u.iiit,  d     I-    a 

\Mf  111  ■     ." 

"  '  ^'''^ll  '"■  I'l'  .i-d  I.,  t.  II  hm,  ,,||  I  l,n,,w.      II  ,vr 

\'"U  aiiv  liii  1 1,1  1  (|i|.  -ti,,ii-  I,,  a-k  111.  -  " 
N",  Mr.  ( ira\  (ii  iii." 

''"■"   ^^'1'   \'"ii   1"    kind  I  uwiuji  t-  I'-cauiiii-nd 

nil-  to  a  i^iind  lint.  1   ?   " 

Hi'  ^iipriDii'iidciit  iiaiihd  a  li..ii-.,-,  aiui  (.ttcicd 
tM  .riid  ,,11,-  ,.t  111-,  111,  11  t,,  ->li..w  til,'  waw  (,|-a\dMii 
''\|>ivvM,l  111.  thank-,  dWi]  tiiMiiu,  t,,  All.  la,  a-k,-,! 
\vh,tli,  r  dh'  r.tiv.i  ',,  ,ia\   ai   th.    -,aiii,'  h,,-t.  Irw 

"  Oil,'  1-.  a->  'jM,,!!  1,1  111,  a  an,,th,  r,  >. ,  |,,ir^  .i^  ,i  i^ 
•  k  ;iii  .Hid  t  Miiijui  lahl,'." 

__  /'  '  '  ■^"  ^'""  'i  '">   lli.il."   -aid  th,-  -uiu nut.  ii.j,  nt. 
""■  \'^'''i'''  ^^\-Ln  '  1-  .t  h,.ii>,-  ,,1"  thr  ..Id  tadii,,ikd 
'''"''•    \\l"i'     111'-   |'i..|'n.  !-r  d..,  .   hi,   h,  -t    t..   Miak>- 
liK  cii-t,.iii,|--,   f,-,  1   at    h..ni,." 

/*'>'■•■  ""'•■''  tli'>-  li.iiiiiM-,1  thr.,ii-li  the  imid 
With,, at  -A.  li.Lii  :iii-  a  \v,,r.k  but  pi-^t  Inh.iv  tli.-v 
ivarhrd  lu.  h,,t.l  th,-  iad\.  tiiruiii-  -udd,  iii\  t- 
<ira\d.,ii.  ^ai.l  :  "  li.,\v  -.  ,n  v  |  am  Iv  dia--,  .1  v.-u 
nit. I  thi-  t,  rnl.],-  hii^nu-s  ..t'  imii,.  ' 

"It  \\a-  an  ar<  id.-nt  ..(  lat.',  au'l  d.M-n  i  matter 
s..  far  a^  I'lii  .  ,ai.  ^  rii,  ,i,  hut  j  am  -uiiy  i,,r  y-,./,' 
anMv,T,,l  (;ra\-d,,ii.  "  .\i\  niu.  •.  m\-  ..\\;i,  and  it 
wi.ti't  im-.aiv,  iii.iK,-  n„.  ^  tji,,  i,,^^^(  ,,,  ^j^^^.  ^^^^.^, 
I'lf  a   f. w   da\'s." 

"'  '"  !l  !n-  r.  |.|y  ua-  ah-.,  .jiii.-i  v  ,  ,  .tuiii,  .iij.lai  ■•. 
"'  ''^•^""'  ''  '"  -^''^  -"111,  ijmi,;  -.\  iiipalh,  11,  ,  1,111  !,,• 
wa-   hkf  ,,ii.    .a,,), III-,   111    th,    daik.      What    ua-   !],.■ 
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(•(iiin>  i:ti(iii  hctwctn  an  "Id  uiaii  --"  ftp.  jl.iiit  m 
aiil)'araiH'  .  and  tlin  unl.  N.iiiiii:,  liaiul^nm,  .  \,  inu  ci 
iiiid  (  h  \  1  r  '  Nil  W'liii.iu  uilli  a  ta<  ■  hki  li'i'^,  \\< 
\va->  .-^iii'  ,  ■iiiild  !'■  a  \<»>\.  W  \>\'  \\a-  --li'  -"  i.  tio  lit 
inlii-.  1  iiiii-  1m  r-i  It  .i\['\  ll.i..';Mi,  t"  wlp'ii'  li'  wa- 
lii.t  r.lattd.-  \\  li\  \>.'ii  lli'\  lia\tll;ii-  iM-iih,  i  - 
Wiiat  li.id  1m1  t-  tli.  n  .inaii'l  .md  tin  Miiilnir-t  ,,l 
t,iii|).  1  -li'  iuid  liaiikK  .idiiiiU.  (1  .  .\li..\r  all 
what  \\\i  till-  HI' aiuii;;  "t  tin-  iii\ -ti ii"ii-  j)h.ai.- 
.urapli.  thr  pvi 'd'h  tidii  lit  wlmli  i\id  ntly  took  lii-r 
b\-  >iiri»n~.i  ,  \\li\'  did  ~lii  di  ii\  all  kiiii\\l'  d^;.  ut  it 
win  11  It  ua--  1  li  .irl\-  .1  jilii'tii^iapli  '■!'  In  r-«  It.  ■■!  Inr 
wniidii  tul  cvi--,  at  It-a-^t 

Tlirv  arnv.d  at  'Ih.  \\liii«  "-wai  '  Mtvat^^lui^' 
nld  [lu-tiii,!;  linlil  Willi  that  iii\  ituiLT  I'-'k  I.  Mitort 
wliiih   brldii.^s   ti.   nld    1-ai-li-li    luii-       A    t.  ;~- 

jiiii-d  \\i.rd>  Iri'iii  ih.  (nU-taM.  tn  tin  waitn  v\h'i 
iijirin  d  the  diM.r  -  till'  It  \\>L-  pa-t  i  k.^iiiL;  tiiiic  -  .Liid 
till'  two  tia\illii-  wliii  had  hi  ru  -n  -lraiiL;<  1\'  and 
iinc\[)ictrdly  thiiiwii   tuijithir  \v<  i<    .idinitlrd. 

"  >liall  wi-  ?4i'  mt.i  tin-  iiittrc-i-iMini  ;  "  >ii^;L;>'^'«-d 
(ilavdnn.  "  \'"n  inn-t  hi-  tatimud  at'li  i  what  \-wi. 
lia\i-  udiir  tliriiii'-ih. 

Till-  i;n!  h.>itatcd,  hut  !iiKdl\-  -aid  -In-  wmild  have 
a  cup  (.!'  ii  a,  if  -ncli  a  thiiiv:  i  mild  he  ^wt  at  that  tunt- 
ut  nii^lit . 

(ivavdiiii  iiidiTi-d  it,  and  pn-i  iitl\-  th.  twu  hiuiid 
thiin-^rlvo  111  a  li,w-(  iihiitji  d  mhiHi.  paiu  lied,  and 
with  a  hiiLjhl  111'  hLi/aiiL;  iii  tin'  .Ljrat.-.  Ih-  IimJ)!  il 
that  undt-r  tlu'  iiithiciK  r  I'l  tin  ir  i  linTV  -iirrnuiuhii"- 
th'*\-  wuiild  ht  rmur  a  littl.  nnav  lin  iidK  and  > mili- 
driiti.il,  hut  hi>  ad\amr-  did  ma  ri-i,ivi-  nuu  h 
mil  iinaLiriUt  nt ,  fh-  triid  in  niaki'  i  i.u\i  i -at  ii  ui, 
huit    tuiind   It    diltiuilt.      Hi     lu->italrd    to   ullnd.     tn 
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the  !rai(edv,  and  vet   he  uill  knew  lii^  r.impaiiiMn 
|"mI(1  be  flimkiii;,,:    of  ii.  it  Iiiiil'  <■]<!■. 

.\\\\\u>\\.  ][i  wa^  flad  \i<  >.r,  Ji.iw  ill, It  tlir  Iii>t 
sK-'k  Wits  <.vtr,  >lir  li,i(]  !...-!  lli.it  ;'Ii,istl\  p.ilL.r 
\^li"li    liad    11), (<1-     ini     JMMk    ;dni.ist    s]ii-(li,d.      Of 

tOmX',     II     in.lV     ll.i\«'    I'd   !l     llir     f.illit     Illl-r    ,,f    c.liil!!- 

was  diu   1..  tl'     MKldv  -k'W  ..f  the  nn-,  hut  the  cau-c 
was   (it   IK,   iiiii>(.iiain;.'.    (hr   fas.  inaliiit;   (  itt  <  t    was 

ProsfniK-  ilir  waiter  hrdii^ht  m  ihr  t.  a,  and  tlic 
infliiiiirc  ,,f  the  n  fn-dinunt  asM^t'd  ni  laiakini^' 
duun  til.'  hanii  is  nf  idiisf raint , 

III  a  chatty  w.>v  (.ra\(]uii  W,  ran  ti.  talk  ali..iii 
liiin-  If  liis  tastes,  and  !n>  asniratinn^.  It  n..  diaikt 
swiindi  d  a  littic  c-i.ti-tKal.  Imt  In  n-k.  d  tins,  sn 
iont,'  us  he  siuci-edfd  iii  diNciIm;:  In  r  t  InaiLdit-^  fr,.ni 
till'  .t^liastJv  <<h\vrr  wlii.Ii  -m  far  a>  tln\-  knew,  w  a-^ 
still  Iviiiy  wii  tin  tJ.M.r  id'  that  hh  n  kI  -laiurd  radwav- 
carriap;*'.  So  hr  lattlnl  mi,  t.  IIiiil;  In  r  ..t  tin  ],,-  ;m-- 
part\-  hr  w.i-  lai  hi-  \\a\-  tn  iriii,  winii  tin'  jiiiiriii\- 
had  kri  11  SI,  Middriilv  and  iiiir\(>,  rii  dl\-  iiit, n  njii,  d 

Slu'  li-tciird  [ii.htrK-,  ami  -i  am  i  mn  -  hr  thuindit 
he  saw  till'  ^diii  I  'it  a  snnir  un  alhr  hrr  lij.-  If  he 
Wile  mill  hr  ua<  iiiiar  than  ir\\aidr<|.  Th.-ii  the 
tiim-  came  to  jiait. 

'■  f hiii(i-i  i:dit     Ml    (.laAdrii,"  said  ^hi'  -a<ll\-    hut 

Wllh     prrfret     r.,!ii|i,,-il|r,        "I     Hlirrnh      tiii-t     Ihis 

''  iiil'lr  attair  wrii'i  k.,  p  \-,,u  k.n.;  fr,,|ii  \,.ur 
''I'lid-.  N'rii  I  aii'i  In  1(1  111.  aii\  fiinh.  r  Imt  1 
'  hank   \  "11  tl  <\'  w  hat   \-.iii'\i'  d.illr." 

He  held  IIk'  d.iir  npeii  f.  .r  In  i  ,  and  -he  passed  hiin 
with  a  t,Taeefiii  nuhiiati.in  nf  th.  h.  a. I  and  a  ^ -r.dd. n 
raisin;,'  uf  (he  evelid^^,  h.r  wh..lr  I..  111-  I.Mpiii::  t..  In  r 
t'Ves.  as  It  1  .111.(1  t.i  hiiii.  hi  a  \\a\  wlmh  .  a^ 
destined  t.'  du.  II  li.n-  m  In-  m,  iii.,i\ . 


THK    STRAXCK    PlKmuiHAPH        Xs 

The  (haiul)irnuid,  .  aiull.'  in  haiul.  was  awa'tinj^ 
Alii  la,  and  thr  twd  ascnidt'd  the  binad  stauca-i- 
with  Its  s'uiat,  quaint  rail^,  to  a  Ion;,',  narrow 
cnnidnr,  at  thr  end  ><{  which  wa>  iitr  rt»oni.  Tlit* 
maid  flung  npcn  the  d<ii>r.  l.ikc  uvcrv  other  room 
in  the  house,  it  was  sonu-wliat  h>w-cf dinged,  pan- 
eUed,  and  with  a  b(tw  window.  The  hre  blazing  m 
the  grate  seemed  to  wilcoiue  her. 

"  I  am  glad  you  hghted  a  lire,"  said  shr. 

"  Ve~,  madam.     Tii.'  gentleman  lirdtri-d  it." 

Of  (our^f  It  was  (iravdon  who  was  responsible 
fwr  this  th(;ughtfiilne<s.  Shr  tdt  grateful  to  him  for 
It.  A  man  who  could  look  alu-ad  for  the  cointort 
uf  oth'-r  propl'   was  not  to  tn-  df>pi>ed. 

>ht'  (litudt  d  going  to  bid.  Ht'r  l)rain  was  e.\riti'd 
—  nav,  fi Acrtd,  and  for  several  nnnutes  she  paei-d 
thf  ro(.m.  Then  drawing  a  comfortable,  '.Id- 
fashi(jntd,  ( ntonne-rovcrrd  <n  y  (hair  to  the  lire, 
shf  sank  diAvn  wearily.  After  a  while  tlu-  long  laches 
wrir  <lowlv  liftfil,  the  large,  gr<'V  »-v«s  ga/.id 
steadily  at  iIm-  darning  tlames,  but  th'-ir  dreumv. 
far-ott  i'X};rt  s^i.iu  --howed  tiiat  the  fm-  tii'kt  ltd  and 
dani<d  in  vain  for  aiiv  wuaL'f  it  lonvcyed  to  tln' 
nnnd  of  thr  gazer 

"l)'ad'  I  <au  liardK  1).  In  v.  it.  Murdered  I 
Oh,   how  terribl.  '  " 

She  roverid  li<  r  i\ts  with  lu-r  hands,  and  lu-r 
whol«  budv  sr.niid  to  vibratf.  l-"or  -cveral  mmutt-s 
she  remained  thu->,  lit  r  t  Ibows  resting  on  the  arms 
of  the  (hair,  In  r  white  tuit^rrs  pressed  tightly  ovir 
hrr  temples.  What  tram  of  thought  was  passing 
throiit^h  her  miiid  ii  was  hard  to  s.i\',  but  naturally 
the  ettei  t  of  the  de-atli  of  Uavid  Haggar  upon  her-r*li 
and  upon  her  ( ir(  iim-tano'S  would  comr  uppermo-,t. 

I' 
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Slir  was  lit  a,!,'.-.  Ha_L;qar  had  placed  in  Iut  hand< 
the  M'ciiritH-  rf}n-rsi'ntin!<  tlu'  investinrntv  'ir  luiil 
made  fnr  hi  r.  His  n-^pwiisihihty  as  cxrciitin'  and 
truster  nndrr  hi  r  f.ithri's  will  had  c^nii  >  an  i,  id 
and  she  was  mdcpL-ndent.  She  had  th  .wn  awa\ 
hir  ',  harur  n{  hrrnnnn^  an  rndrni'iiish'  ruh  wnnian 
bv  nfnsnm  tn  marry  hiin  ;  and  nalh',  wlu  liur  he 
wi  rr  di  .id  i'V  ali\'r,  cmild  niadi-  no  ditl.  ii  nir  ti>  her. 

"  Ih-  w.i-  abniit  til  li-avo  l-'ni;land.  In  all 
jiri.habilitN-  wr  >hnuld  nrvrr  h.t\i  nu't  auam.  it  tin 
tnL'htful  thiim  hadn't  hap])incd  and  inaiin-  had 
taki'ii  th.ir  i^wn  cnursf  —  t'T  I  cwuld  n^  \'i  r  ha\'r 
ni.tnird  him  no,  ni'\'rr — hi  uwidd  prai  ticall\-  ha\. 
li.rii  dead  \>'  ni--.  1-iut  ihat  i>ii't  it."  -In'  iiii'd  niii 
dcspiTati'ly.     "Oh.'.'d    it    -it" " 

DistrartinL,'  tlimmht-   w.  r.    trarinp;  at    Inr  brain 
fur  shi'  shuddiri'd  and  lu  r  hands  whn  h   h.id   b.cii 
ruv^riiiL,'   h' r  cvf?  as  if  to  shut    nut   -,)nic   i,  rrdil. 
ph  tiU'-,    dr"i>pi  d   di  -.iiainnL;l\-. 

"    riuit     ait     lit     madniss — <it     infainat  iuti      I'vr 
l,\,d    tn    rciulit    It    blttillv.       Vrt    \\!i..    w.'uld    h:»\-^' 
-uplm-id      pi  thai'      I'm    ti  iL^ht.  iiuil;    iii\--ilt    in  i  d 
lc<~'d\-  ,itt.  1   all." 

Hi  r    llrlAr-    W'Tr    >  i  .111  ph  t  il  \     Uli-tnillL:.        A     du'lll 

^UiMi. — a  im-re  scratrhm,;;  -mnid      ->  in  Ih  i  'n  lublniL; 
fri'Ml    hi  ad    to    hmt.     Shr    suited    tn.m    In  r    half- 
rnimibi  lit     pn-itinn     .iiid     -tarrd     uith     ti  N-ri-h 
(listfndi  d  r\i  -  intii  tin    daikiiu  d  >  ml  >it  tin-  roniii. 

Mm  h-tt  iird,  {'vrr\-  m  i\i  snanii  d  till  tin-  tmsn.n 
bi(  anii>  pi.sitivf  ai^nnv.  l"hi  iii.isf  wa>  n-pi  atcd--it 
was  Minpl\-  thr  scrati  Iiiii.l;  nt  a  innii>-('  behind  thr 
wain-int.     TluTr  wa-  nnthnii:  tn  alatni  In  r    it  onlx 

r\i'il  tn  bnak  the  i  ham  of  In  r  thwiii^hl  -  .md  with 
a  di  I  p  -ifdi,  ^ho  crept  to  \u  d  :ind  tin  d  to  ^]tr\i 
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Tiir  niiirning  lir^ki'  t.tir  and  sunny.  All  trace  of  tlu' 
stiiini  w.i-  ;;iini-  -.i\"r  tli<'  \>V'>k<  n  lir..iH  I;.  .  'i^  ii'  anci 
th'  1".'  aiiil  till'  -hini  i  jkh.I-  ./I  uat>-r  in  tli>-  Hamji- 
--iiirr  l.iii'-. 

M.  .tiiwliii'',  till'  jMiJi.r  had  b>i  n  hu-w  T<  !■•- 
fiiapliiL-  .nessat;ts  had  \'>^n  !ia>hii"itr  up  and  down 
till-  lin.  all  niuht  hai;^.  llu-  \".irinu<  pulicc  -tation-^ 
m  llamji-lurf  and  Surri\-  wcit  ;iil  a^n^  with  thr 
snddtu  iii-iriKtiuiis  wlmh  had  Ihm  n  li.iuardi-d  tn 
till  in  I'l  laliN'i'  tw  •'ii-  "  ninrdt  1  m  tin'  >S^^  j.i.ndiin 
train  "a-^  tiu-  trlti;  n>  put  it.  S< ntland  \'ard  was 
alsd  auitati'd.  ;rid  w.i-^  Si  ndmi,'  out  it'-  anus  0(  tnjjus- 
likf  til  ;'ra-|i  till  iiiiirdiiir  it  In  (  aim  within  ilu-ir 
rear h. 

P,n1  all  irtiiit-  Will'  unavaili'i;^  and  lh<  ni\-tiiv 
was  only  diip^U'd  \\hin  thf  iliit^.  ol  su>pi(i.«u 
wrrr  redn<  I'd  t^  nn--  -  \"  discovt-r  what  I'.ad  l)troini^ 
(if  thf  mail  111  ihi'  nl-ti  r  and  tra\i  llin^  cap,  uIm 
liad  niiu[ii<(l  th'  I  'iiiiiart  nil  nt  m  \\l:iih  thr 
tragt'd\  had  hi  I  II  luaiiid.  Nut  a  snhtarv  uttnial 
could  be  prudiii  id  wlm  had  si'i  n  hini  ,mt  o'.it  at  an\ 
(if  till-  statmn-  ;it  whnh  the  tram  had  ^tni-,  1. 
Mii-t  a»nr«(ll\-  hi  ua-,  in  tin  tiam  when  H  hdl 
\\  ail  rloo,   ytt   lu'  had   vanishcvl  a-^  coniiiliti  l\-   a'l 

tliminh  lu-  had  nr\  rr  I  Xi-trd. 

But  thf  i^uard  and  the  enf^uu"  dnvtr  wert-  abl" 
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to  state  somethinj  whu  h  mij^lit  throw  a  lij^ht  on 
the  rnv^ttrv.  Th«  v  said  tlif  ^frnals  \vir<^  ai^ainst 
ilieni  jii  ioif    tht    tram    iia<hicl   Ba^iiU'-tokc. 

There  w  a  (lrla\  of  qmto  tin  nniiutt  -  ainpl'- 
tiiui'  tor  thi    jiian  to  c^i  ape. 

(iraydoH  -aw  iiotliiiiL;  of  Miss  Montrox'  tlii'  next 
morniiif,'.  \\r  was  told  that  sh.e  was  not  W(  U,  ;ind 
was  nniainmL,'  m  ht  r  r<iom,  and  tlit-  annount  <  mint 
(hd  not  surpn-t'  hini.  Hi-  h.id  pli  nt\'  to  <],,  f^r  ;t 
conpli'  of  hwin-  in  tlic  \\a\  if  lit  trr-w  rihn!,'  it  was 
necessar\'  to  txplam  in  hi>  "wn  jimplf  and  t>i  the 
friends  who  had  hn-n  ixpr(  tmu'  hun,  h'/w  hi  i  ;uni- 
to  bf  so  iniiinati'K-  as'^nciatrd  with  what  pr..ini-iil 
lo  turn  i.nt  an  affair  of  iwiiMdi-rahlo  pnhlir  int<rrst. 

Ill-  had  iiiiK  pi-!  Iim^lii  d  tin-  <onir\\  hat  iinhar- 
rassinp  la'-k,  win  n  the  t  oromr's  otticer  rallid  with 
two  hjni'  olticialdodkinL;  pit-res  of  paper,  one  for 
hini'-ell  and  one  fia-  Miss  .Montri>-e  -  sulipona- ,  m 
fact,  sniiimoniiiL;  Imt  h  to  ;ippif  ar  he  fore  t  h<-  i  ia>aii-r. 
It  had  leaki  (1  out  that  luu  wa^-  Sir  (imrLie 
(irawlon's  son,  and  Mr.  Mo^^'ett,  tin'  i  oroiii  r's 
othrer,  was  dihrential  in  hi-  denii  aiiour  in  ronsr- 
(pi  nee  and  ■^miled  altahh'  when  (ira\don  -mjtre-ti  d 
tluit  a  drink  inii;ht  be  ai  ceptable. 

"  Well,  -ir,"  -aid  Mr.  Miiiji^ett.  with  an  ai)oli>q:etic 
cou).jh,  "  seein'  as  how  the  police  sa\'  vou  bean't 
conntcti^d  with  either  of  the  parties.  I  don't  -ee  as 
there'tl  be  anv  harm." 

"  Harm — of  cour'^e  not.     What  wdl  \ou  ]ia\'t.'  -'  " 

Mo^'gi'tt  named  his  drmk,  and,  havin;,'  <i  rvi  il  the 
suhpienas,  and  not  having  anything  to  do  fc.r  an 
hour  or  su.  he  was  not  at  all  averse  from  gos-ipmg 
to  the  .icconipaniineiit  of  the  "Swan's"  hnimiimi; 
all.      The  cA-r  was  one  in   which   tjje  pohce  took 
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all  th('  tr-'iiMo  n{  coilcctm.;,'  evidence  ctf  his 
sliMuld'  r^  ;  iirv(  rthrlc..,  Iv  di;iP  (I  m  tlir  iinport- 
iiiii  -  Ml  th'  Ihi^mi-  --,  .iiul  Nv.i-  .dl  th.  iiiMiT  udlin^' 
t,,  t.ilk  ,di-Ml  11.  rill-  Nv.i-  C.r.ivdMH^  .'t.ject  ill 
l(.(»i  Hint;   Mr.   M-'k:;'  tt's  tnii^ue. 

"  TIk  p..li(r  >;i\-  ;i-  it  I'-nk-  .l>  if  it  1>e  ^''in.L,'  t<i 
turn  MMt  a  hi-  )-b,"  ^.ild  M",i;K'tt,  ^\ltll  -in  air  .-{ 
niv-t'  v\ . 

"  Whv.  "f  (nnr-e.  lv.M)crv  -iiul  irnirdrr  an-  im 
t,,!l,.s— especially  -ii  a  rail\v<i\-.  ^ueli  a  thiiif,' 
iiimlit  happ' II  t-i  aii\bMd\.  Nm  w.ndir  th.  p.. lice 
.in    U'lrki!!';  li.ird. 

"Thai  han't  .pntr  what  1  in».in,"  rrjouird 
M>.;:L;>tt.  lubliin-  In-  '  lim.  "  It-^  tlv'  \Min,i;  lady 
ill  till'  case  as  11  <^w<-  '> m  tr-ul>h'." 

"  Oh.  It's  what  Mill'  ini,uht  r\p.  (  t.  I  dansay,  Mr. 
.MnL:,;!it,  \i'ur  -xp'  ii'  ni  c  lia>  tuid  yn  that  when- 
ever tltep'  an    WMiiien.  tn>!d)lr's  biuind  i>>  fnllnw." 

"  Vol!  Ix   ni;lit,  sir,  and  Wvll  1  knuw^  it." 

Mr.  MMj^^tt  hnriefl  hall  ln>  ruhn  ni'.d  face  in  the 
tankard,  (irayd'-n  had  unwittingly  tnuclnd  hiiu 
on  a  tend'T  spnt.  It  was  well  known  that  Mrs. 
.\lMi,'K'tt  ^\'i^  ''V  far  the  hitter  hi>rse. 

"  Still.  I  il'-n't  see  what  possible  cnnnectKiu 
Ml-,  Moiiiro.-e  ha:,  with  the  hornhle  .tttaii,  C(Ttainly 
iioi  iiioii  than,  for  instance,  1  hav( ,'  said  (iravdnn. 
hiduiL;  hi.-^  anxietv   undi  r  a  mask  m{  carelessness. 

■'  P'rap>  not,  ii,  1  hope  not,  hut  there  be  certain 
tliin.t^'s  about  the  ( -ase  a-  are  luin,  dtodedlv  rum. 
Toiii  \\  nil  h  -  \u\  th.  euanl  of  the  tr.uii,  vou  kii^'A. 
c^ii  —  h,  >  .1  WiiK  he<t(  r  man.  an'  1  served  him  with 
hi- vid»pitna  afon  I  bn-imht  vou  yours.  I  had  a  bit 
of  a  t.ilk  with  him.  and  In-  told  me  ali  about  the 
yonng  lady  tipping    hun  a  blulling  to  put  her  in 
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.uiiitlirr  carvKmc  ratluM  (Iian  tr<i\(  I  with  tin'  "Ul 
;,'<iitl('nian.  W'li.i!  tlul  ^Ik  ({•>  'liat  fm  1  -'[h'-c. 
.Mr.  Gra\d'iii.  >]ic  didn't  t.'ii  //<)>/  '^ 

Mr.  .M"^';4<tt  drooped  lii^  r\<'!id>  and  .lain  ■  d  at 
(iraydoii  cuiininL;l\-  bctwrrn  thr  :-lit>.  Tlir  ann- 
n^r's  oftRcr  \\a>  dispoM d  t"  do  a  littlr  ditiitivc 
work  0:1  111-.  (,\\n,  jii-t  to  <li(iw  tlic  pulir,  he  w.i-  a-- 
'■iit'-  a-  tli'A'  \\(  rr.  tira\'don  kiv  w  jiirfiiih'  \\i\\ 
what  thi'  (|ui'-tion  nicaiit  and  wli.it  w  <i  pa->iiiL; 
II    till'  ni.in'^  niMid,  <md  h''  pia\'  d  nji  tn  hiiii. 

Ni>t  a  W'rd,  Imt  iim  dMiiht  if  \iiii'rr  dinr  dn  th'' 
n,u;ht  tra<  k  you'll  mhih  imd  ..ut.  Iiuh  .  d.  I  -.li"iildn't 
hr  Mir])n-i(l  if  \Mii  (hdn  !  know  air- .id\  .  'Ihat,  of 
coiitm  ,  Is  til-'  .idwintai,'''  of  traintnL;  and  r\y,  iniii  c." 

"Oh  Will.  Mr.  drawl"!!,  1  1>.  jui  dft,!!  wrcii:.^ 
ait'r  1  i:i\  ni\-  ta<;t-  wi  II  m  h.ind  and  In  i^m  to  >!ft 
'inr  That's  thr  way  a--  I  w.iik.  jn-t  tal<r  this 
'err  La>f.  I  start-,  with  t!ir  l;iiI  a  ^^oihl;  dnwn  to 
Soiitliainpton   with   thr  old  <  hap.      What   tur  r  " 

That  will  be  ('.\])laiii(  (1.  -uri  Iw  Mi--  >hintro.-o 
will  tell  th''  I  oroncr  un  doubt  " 

I  don't  ,sav  sh(^  won't.  .Masbi'  tlii  pilii-  'II 
find  out  as  \vt  11.  1  happen  to  know  ihi\'ri  tnakinu 
I'Hcjuiriis  at  the  boardin,!:,'-hou-i'  uhiit  -Im  s  bciii 
sta\in;;'  for  soiur  tuno.  \\  iiatr\t  r  it  wa^,  it's  ( .  r- 
tam  tlKV  had  a  imw  just  b- f(-r('  thr  tram  -tart-d 
and  she  whi-k-d  i<\\.  Tmui  \\  iiirli  sa\  s  a<  he 
"|>''ncd  tho  dour  cif  th'  lU'M  ( .  .iiipai  t  niiiit  f(ir 
her.  but  she  wouldn't  :mi  111.  \\h\-  wouldn't  -h'-  ? 
It  b(  ant  [nr  nio  to  an-wrr.  but  Inji's  tin  lurniiis 
fad-  111  that  thtif  i  miipait  nnnt  tlu'  i  h.ap  .is  wr 
wants  ti'  Imd  him  m  tin-  iii--ti  r  and  tra\  rilin'  rap— 
w.is  u  sittin.'  " 

"  Oh,  yvu  iibs,"  niuttcicd  Gia\don.     "  It  docaii't 
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occur  to  v.u  thai  any  ^voman  travcll.n.q  by  luTSclf 
UMuUl  have  done  tlu- same  thing.  .,.    ^hero's 

"  rh,ro  niavn't  be  anything  in  it,  but  tlRrcs 
t,,„  fact  all  th.^  same.  Now  what  aboutlhc  ph.>^y^ 
„,a>h  as  Wmch  found  in  the  carnage  r  1  hat  . 
th:ino.tHn,!arthn.,asw..:Veconv;acn.ssa.yet. 

Our  .uprnnt.udent  down  h.re  says  la--  >ouiv  lc^^> 
.weai-that>h.'','  never  sren  It  before. 

■    .■  T'.af^   i-t    ->.'•    hastilv   interposed   Ura\dou. 
'■  V,,u(,„...t  1  was  pivM.nt  when  Miss  Montrose  was 

,,,„  .nou.!     WluU    she   said   wa.   that   she    know 

iinthiiiL:    al)oul    It  "  , 

•■  It',  n.uehth.  -an.thnm--furasthefactsbc 

c.ncerned.     What     do     vou     think      l^nn     Wmch 

'■'"'■'now  .hould  I  know  -'  "  leturued  C.ravdon,  with 
a  -trangi'  sinking  of  the  heart. 

"Why.   that   the   ph..tygrapli  is  the   girls  own 

"'(iravdon  expected  this.     But   he  was  not  g-ung 

ti)  show  his  unea'-iness. 

"  What  of  it  '  "  , 

"  N,,lh.ng  if  she  hadn't  said  she  knowed  nought 

"There  are  sucli  things  as  snapshots.     H^aps  of 
p,,,,ph.    iKuv    !-eu    pl.-tographed    without    their 

"  1  kn-w  l)ui  tin-  brail  t  no  shapshot.  I  raps 
v,,ul,av,ut..rnM.  it's  .,ulv  h-r  eyes  as  have  beru 
,,„,k  but  l..r.  ^h,'.  got  .v.s  a--  can't  be  nn^tooK. 
I  hadag.M.dl.M.kat  'e.n  wh.u  1  ^rved  the  subp.cna. 
si.n.d  some  tune  a  talking  to  her  a  purpose.  t  s 
her  eves  sure  enough.  Now  thm,  how  coine  that 
picter  into  the  carriage  ?     There  was  only  twu  m 
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tlip  carnnpr,  brar  m  mind,  tlir  poor  old  -[ontlrinan 
and  tlic  scoundnl  \vli(»  attacked  \um.  One  or 
f"thrr  must  lia'  dinpjK'd  it  in  the  stni/;,c;lr.  That's 
tlir  fact  a>  the  coroner  'II  have  tn  drivt'  hnme." 

"  ^V'u'rc  very  -hn  \vd,  Mr.  Mo^gctt,"  >aid  (.ray- 
dMii,  with  an  attempt  a  very  jvK.r  one— to  appear 
at  ease,  "  but  I  ran'.'  help  thinking-  that  you're 
making,'  m\>tery  where  none  e\i>ts." 

"  Well,  we  shall  see,  Mr.  Graydon,  ^du  won't 
fi'rj^'et,  ten  o'clock  sharp  to-niorrow.  (lood  morinn', 
sir." 

(tra\don  wa-  left  to  j-xmder  o\ir  what  the 
loioiKi's  r»tticer  had  >aid  Tlurr  wa--  iiothmi:  ik  w 
about  his  facts  ;  it  wa^  th>'  eon*  lusmn  to  be  dr.iwn 
from  them  whu  h  was  so  dixpiietini;.  To  that 
(oiiehi-ion  hi'  liad  himself  (ome  Ixfore  he  hi  ard 
>h)^';;ett's  version,  and  to  hnd  that  the  in.in  a^'reed 
with  him  was  almost  startling'.  Of  cour-r,  if  .\hs^ 
>h>ntrose  chose  to  deny  that  the  ey.  >  in  the  photo- 
A'raph  were  her  eyes,  tin  re  was  no  one  t-i  contradict 
h(T.  The  reseml)lance  after  all  was  a  matter  of 
opinion. 

He  went  into  the  cotfi  e  room  to  lunch.      Wv  ca-t 
a  look  of  disappointment  at  the  table.      It  wa-  laid 
for  one  (»nly.     He  had  hoped  .Mi>>  .MontroM^  would 
have  joined  him.      He  entpiired  liow  she  wa>  of  'he 
mat  waitress  wlio  was  lioV(>rin,tj  about  the  room. 
"  Sh(>  Is  better,  I  believe,  sir." 
"  Won't  be  down  to  lunch,  I  siippo-e  ?  " 
"  No,  sir.     I  am  to  take  h'r  a  (  up  of  tea  and  an 
e,L'K'  presently.  " 

(iiavdon  sat  down  to  his  eld  r-a-t  beef  and 
salad,  but  hardly  knew  or  cared  what  he  wa-  eating, 
So  troubl-uis     ere  his  »houghts.     It  was  a  relief  to 
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light  111-.  p\\)c  a.n<l  >,iunt<  r  into  the  prtttv.  "kl- 
f.islnnnrd  '^Avdru  ivvcllm,!,'  in  U:.  wtaltli  n[  t-ilnur. 
He  paced  tlir  iuatl\-kri)t  IxuvhnK  ^'"11,  wlm.-,.' 
Uvd  snrfa.cc  war,  the  prodnct  ><i  the  mWuv^  .in.l 
cnttm.c  f'T  nnnib'Th  >>  tinv  -  dnniig  quite  a 
liundrcd  ve.irs.  Th-n  he  ->at  down  "ii  a  nr-tu  ><\[.\ 
and  tried  to  answer  th<'  (jiK'^tion  eoiitiiinallv  tatuii; 
liini— what  \va>  t<»  h<-  the  end  of  \Uv  nn^tery:* 

"  I'm  afi.iid  \<Mrr(  regretting  vour  \"-l  opiiortuni- 
lics  at  golf,  Mr.  C.ravdoTi.  " 

flraydon  start,  d  to  hi-  fi  •  t  and  rai- d  hi-  caj.. 
.\h(  ia  ^1ontro^.•  had  aj^proa'  hcil  niioliM  i\.  d.  thanks 
to  th'-  ,-oft,  vrhi  tt\-  turf. 

"  fiankly,  ii"  ,  hut  1  am  oriN-,  d  i  plv  -oirw  lor 
tlir  cause.     Ar  •  \on  brttii 

"Thank--  a  httir,  1  f.  -  1  nior.  .  omjH.^rd,  hm 
it  will  br  a  leng  tinii'.  I  f.ar,  brfop  i  foigrt  tln^ 
l.rni'lr  tragedy-  if.  indr(  d.  1  'V  r  do.  " 

The  «  \es  were  o\Trca^t  with  a  .-admss  whu  h 
Gravdnii  wa>  convinced  wa-  mulled  witii  fright. 
Hi-  own  eye-  had  in-tinctiv.lv  -ought  lurs.  He 
\\a>  trving  to  renvniber  what  tin  \-  were  like  in  the 
photograph.  lotallv  ditltreiit,  he  de,  ided-but 
then,  so  mucti  depended  upon  e\))re>-ioii.  and 
these  gre\-  orbs  of  hers  weie  i  ,ij>,ible  I'f  an  intiint\. 
Thev  re>ponded  to  every  varying  emoiioii.  Ju-t 
now  they  seemed  to  be  appealing  to  him  for  svin- 
patliN  .  for  help. 

"  I  supp.i-e  yon'ye  telegraphefl  to  yotir  friend-  ."  " 

said  he. 

"  No.     [  know  no  on.-  hk.ly  to  1"'  of  aiw  u-e  " 
"  Hut   \-.iUr  -oluitor     tlial  i-.  if  y"U.  ha\.-  .-ne,  " 

lie  urued. 

"  I  believe   Mr.   Haggar's  lawyer  lias  been  com- 
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niunicatid  with.     Tlic  pnlice  biipLTinU'iidt'iit  called 
fill  Mv  v'Tv  rarlw  ,ind  I  told  him  tn  dn  so." 

And  will  this  Ia\v\'i  r  act  {or  yoii  ?  " 
"  Act  jor  inr  :■      I  don't  (luitc  iind<'i>taiid       I  am 
siinpK-  .1  witii'--,  \oii  know  -hki"  y<inr,-tlf." 

F-xac  tl\-,  but  It'-  bomrtimi-s  better  to  have 
skilled  advir.'  rr;id\-  to  hand.  .\  coroniT  i>n't 
so  mil' h  bound  hv  tin  ;-irict  nil<  >  of  tj\idin' r  a^  a 
conn-'l.  lb'  nii;.;lit  ii-k  'iiir>tion>  whuh  a  lawyer 
"•viiiild    [)ini;(t    you    ;iL:,un-t.      I     mcui  —  I    hardly 

ktli'W      llMW     til     (lUt      it   —th.lt     .-nlllr    of    tll<'     qUi':.tlonS 

nii;;ht      |ir"\r     <  iiiliarra-s)ii-.       jhcy     lui.^ht     has'C 
1"  t'Tt  iKt   tn  \iiur  ])n\'atr  altair-." 

A  ItMik  uf  di-tiiut  alarm  h  .'.o'd  t"  li^r  face. 

"(^li.  I  liMpr  not.  Till  iu(|uir\'  d"i's,iii  ^r,, 
1m  \<ind  liiulm,:.'  out  the  cau-e  of  d"ath.  di">  it  '■• 
I  In-  -iipi'miteiubnt  wa-  •^•uhI  rr.ouf^di  to  tejl  me  as 
mm  h  as  that." 

\  es,  that'h  so,  but  sunietimes  one  thin.L:  leads  to 
aiiiither.  .An  ineautioiis  an: -ver  ma\-  open  up  new- 
channels  (if  enijiiirv.  " 

(irawlon  w.inti-d  to  L;'iide  the  conversation  to  the 
photoj.;rapli.  He  h.ul  -  onie  to  the  cemclusion  that 
^1"'  ou,L;hl   to  rrcnusider  her  d'-nuil,  that   is,  if  the 

pietuif  iv.iliy  ri  pre^i'iit'  (1   li'T. 

>!ii'  \\a-  siirut  for  quite  a  Ioul:  time,  .is  though 
she  w,  r^'  '.urniiif^  his  woids  >,vrv  m  h;  r  luiiui.  Then 
sill'   said   .ibnipt l\-  : 

I  (!■  Mi't  -( (•  t hat  it  IS  ni'e,».;s;irv  to  ha\'e  a  solicit. ir, 
\\  li.it  (pirstKin-  1  an  the  Cdron.-r  put  tn  m^  that  I 
( .iiuiot  a  !sWi  r  ' 

I'r.iy  don't  think  I  am  su.ui^estijii,'  the  contrary. 
I  "uly  judge  from  what  tlu'  superintendent  said  to 
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yn  la^t  in^ht  in  tin-  >t.itiuii.      i  hr  f;u;ua  srrni=  \<> 
ii.LNc  milulucd  in  a  K^nl  d'.al  cf  ;;M^5lp." 

"  AtiiMit  what,  ni.iv  1  ask  r 

draydon  could  bor  m.  way  ntlur  tlian  -}>i  akni- 

n!lt. 

"  Ai'Miit  tlv  phnln^raph  h<'  l     ;id  m  tlv  cania,:;i  . 

"  Ah.  tlic  pliotn-raph,"  she  ((liiH^d.  with  a 
,p„.k  .atdunf,'  of  {hr  hr.ath.  "  Wrll,  and  uhat 
lia-  111'  i'ci  n  sa\'ini;  •' 

"  That  It-  till'  plii'tii.tjraph  <>i  v^nrsftf.  Oth'T- 
Ii.ivr  U;'u  saviui^  th''  -anir  tiling.  Th''  .mi-,,!!,!'- 
n\\H-i  r.  f-r  m-taiu-c.  V^u  will  hr  d'-clv  .pi.-ti-iw  d 
(>!i   that    ]">iiit." 

■■  1  -hall  havr  nntlnn.u  i"  >av  hi  viid  what  I  lia\  r 
said.  1  'an  till  {hr  i  ornm  r  ii"  nvrr  than  what  I  \c 
t'lld  tlir  >npi'Mntfndi  lit ." 

Th-    wi.nU    wrrr    <pii'tl\-    >pMkrn-alinM>t     tow 

.jnii'lv.     Oni'    wi.uld    haw    tliDU^ht     that    nnjii^t 

Hi-picK.n-^  wi.uld  havr  rxatrd  a  httli-  mdiKnatmn. 

"  Havr    viai    M'.-n    tin-    nnu  h    talkid    "(    phnt-i- 

-rai>h  ?  "  -hi'  wmt  nu. 

"  Yc>.      I   canuht   -i.i.dit   of  it   {'>r  an  m-tani  la-t 

nii.'ht." 

"  And  what  dn  VmU  thmk  ': 

TiiK  -pi.-tinn  fMir.d  hini  tn  h-nk  -trai.-ht  int..  hrr 
,\:  ^  ^h-  in.'t  hi- i;lanir  [■  .iiii>-lv.  Ihwa-niudi 
in. .IV    riiib.iira--.  d    than    -In'.      Ih     aii^w.T.d    i-\a- 

-ix.lv  ■ 

•■  !  -,i.w  ill.'  ph..li.,u'i'ai'li  t'.r  Hn.h  .i  -h'.rt  tiiin'  that 
I  li,,uld  n..i  hkr  t..  -p.  ak  p.  .-itiwlv.  All  1  can  -av 
!     that    1    th..ii-ht   It   b.ip'  a  iv:-, niManr.    t..   vi.ur- 

-If." 

■'  A  iv^iinblancc  .-      Will,  Ukic'^  ni-llmiK  cxlra- 

..rdmaiv  m  that.  " 
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Shr  tlul  iiMt  >.iv  tin-  .It  "111  (■  cimK.r.iydnii  wat.lird 

111  r  ,iit\)"n-lv. 

"  1  li(,p.  \i>\\  (I'in't  iHiiul  my  alliidin.L:  ti-  the 
Hil'i"  t,"  ^;u<i  lu'.  "  Vnii  >.,  linan.\inii>tuj.r(  \.  nt 
a  Miipn-^'  l>i  111^'  -I'Miiu:  uj.'-ii  V"U  tM-niMircw.  \  m,; 
iloiit  w.uit  a  wiMii-  <  (.ii-lMu  tiMii  {n  l.c  j.hurd  up'-n 
aiutbiiiL;  \<Mi  in,i\  lia\i   d'UU'  ri  nia\-  ^a\-. 

"I  (l..ii't  niid-r-tand  y"U,'  ■-aid  -lir.  "  I  vc 
(li.iir  iiMtlim,L;." 

"  liu  not  ^.iMUK'  ^""  li'^^' •  '"'  ""'-^  thinkm- 
,,{  wli.il  .in\  nt  till  uitm  .-.M  -  inav  >:i\  \  "U  did.  Hh' 
L;uai(l.  tin  iii-taiiii.  Hi-  i  \  idiin  <  will  1m  n.^aidrd 
a.  Ill  i;ii'.it  iiiijH.it.inii-.  Hi  will  t.ll  tin  n'ri'in  r 
;is  hr  ti.ld  til.  iH>Iu,  Ml"  iiiiti  lull  lit  :  that  all'  r 
V..11  tmiii-d  tri'iii  tin  r..iii}Mi  t  lui-nt  in  uIim  Ii  vi'M  had 
hdt  Mi  }^,K;^.l^,  \i>n  I'l'i'  <  t'  d  \"  i  ntiv  thi'  inv'  "Hr 
l,r,,iii-r  111  tin    iia-MiiL;!  r  vu  -aw  >.  atrd  tin  r<  .  ' 

"  What  nt  that   r      Mi'-t  wniucn  wmild  ha\r  <li'iio 

tlic  same  tlnn.L;." 

"Tinr,  hut   Ni'M   nia\-  h.    a^kt  d  if  ym   had  any 
nii.tiM   nth.  r  than  tlu'  natmal  rcluclancc  ymi  >\v:Ak 

nf."  ,    . 

"  Nn  diiuht,  h"t  -Mvh  .1  inK^tmn  -un  Iv  wnnldu  I 

t.d.r  111'^  l'\'  .-'iijUL-    " 

"  r.-MM\-    Hilt,    hut    a-   MK^piridn    r-cem.-    t'T    tin 
,;i,,iiiiiit    to   hi    dir-itrd    towards   this   man.    wrw 
sa,i)»    ol    ividiini-    athrtiiii;    him,    im    mattn    In.w 
trivial,   x\ill   hi    Mf'd   t  In  .mu^hlv.      Now  —  " 

At  lh.1.1  inoiin  111  tin  fat  landlord  (am.  from  tin- 
housr  and  walk,  d  lai'idlv  towards  them.  Hi-  lac.', 
his  mamn  r.  ln>  walk  .voii  sugi^.'bti'd  tliat  \\v  \va>  thr 
l)r<a"ir  of  important  iiows. 

"  A    man's   ]ii>t    com.'   mto    tlu    bar,"   1k'    lH';;an 

blLcliuk^:^iV 
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cap'^  br.n  fMiind  rioatum  m  ilu'  B;i-inK^t>.k.'  Canal. 
I  tl-  i-lit  vuii'd  like  to  know  at  niic'  I  b.ln-vr 
,1,,.  i„,hrr  talk  of  dra-miiL^  'lir  .;inal  an.l  n.,nv  1- 
ill,-  >valrr'll  l.f  drawn  oil  l.i  twr,  ii  th.   I.h  k-. 

TluT,.  ua.  no  n. -d  for  thr  lan.ll..id  to  ,NpIain 

''  Gravdon  daivd  not  look  at  All.  la.      h  th.- .onchi- 
M,,n  to  l.r  drawn  from  thr  ^tartluiM  •"  ^v^  -I'""'*!  I"' 
i„stiurd     It    .ould    hardlv    1>'     r..nn.  il.d    unh    th-- 
;i„,.rvof  nnnd.r  fwrth.^ak.of  ...l-lnrv  i-ur--  and 
cnni.lr       Of  nan—,  lli.    (,Ilow  niiLdit  w.  11  l-r  ;niXious 
t,.  d.-tr..\    th.'  .-vid.n.o   ot   id.ntitv   wlu>  li   nnuht 
1,^,1    ,,,    Ins    capturr,    but    wliv    ^h-uld    th-'    l-l""' 
think    of    drau^in^'   th.'    .anal'      Ordmarv    tlii-v-^ 
aivnot  a^  a  nil.' anxious  to.. .nunit  ^ui.  i.!.-.      l-ui  it 
,li,  ,v   wa^  a  su^pKL.n  that   tl.--   n...tiv.-   wa-  ..th.r 
than  n.bb.TV,  th-n  dra-m.;  th-  .anal  inR'ht  dra- 
til,   .,.,vt    of   th.-   trai^'.dv    t..    liLd.t.      r.ut    tor    t  .• 
„„,„„.nt    all    ua>    ..mj.rtur.-,    an.l    turniuu'    t.,    th.- 
landlord,  Cravdon  -aid  abrujitlv  :    ^^ 
"  Is  \\\r  nian  \'..n  speak  .'1  yon.>  ' 
"  N,,,   s,r,    I   1.  ft   him  m  th.    bar.      F.v.rvb-dv  ^ 
hu/xinu;  ab.iut  th.   .  hup." 

"  I'd  hk.-  t.i  haw  a  talk  with  him.  t-o.     l-.\.  u-.' 

m.'    Mi>>  Montr.is.' 

But  AlKia  was  -.-n.-.  Whil.'  (.rav.h.n  and  t  k- 
landL.rd  w.-n-  talknii,',  -h.'  had  di.app.  and  int..  th.- 
h„u.,..  Whv  had  sh.-  M.uf  at  -u.h  a  .ritual 
„^,.„i,nt  '  P.•rhap^  sh.-  did  not  h.  ar  th.-  landL.r.U 
Nv..rd~  Vrt  tlu-v  w-.-r.-  >\n>k^n  l.ai.ilv  .11.-11^^1. 
fl.Av.v.-r,  Gravd..n  did  n..l  d.dav  t..  ..u.Md-r  th.- 
p,,nit  but  w.nt  with  tlK  landl...r<l  to  th.'  bar. 
Th.-  man  a  farm  lab.uir.-r,  wa-^  surioun.ld  bv  a 
l.tti,.    omup   ..f   ^'..ssips    ami   Grav.l.ii   .pn-stu.n.  d 
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him  but  could  learn  Utile  more  than  he  had  told 
tlie  landlord.  It  turned  (m  ^  that  tlir  man  had  not 
been  an  eyewitness  (A  th*  "  find,"  and  could  only 
repeat  what  he  li(>ard. 

When  the  fclluw  was  -one,  Grayd^n  stmlled  int" 
the  f^'arden,  iKipmi.;  to  lind  Alicia.  But  he  was  dis- 
appointed. He  was  coiniuL;  back  tn  the  hnii>e  when 
he  met  eiie  of  the  maid.-^. 

"  Oil,  sir,  >b^s  ^^>ntr(l^e  har>  a-ked  nie  to  excuse 
her  leavuiL,'  vn  wiihout  ^ayins  anx'thmu."  said  the 
{,url.  "  She  had  a  sudden  r.'tiirn  of  her  headache 
and  felt  that  -he  mu-t  lie  down." 

"  bin  v.rv  xjrry.  Will  Vou  tell  lit  r  th.U  if  she 
t;(  t-  hi  tier  lu  the  course  of  ilie  day,  I  >hoiild  like  to 

see    her." 

The  maid  trijjped  awav,  and  to  ,  inploy  his  time 
(ira\don  .-auntered  to  the  police  station  to  ascertain 
if  the  labourer's  story  was  true.  H<-  found  the 
ins])ector  \'ery  uon-coinmunicati\c,  but  the  ojti(  lal 
admitted  that  a  cap  and  iil^ter  had  been  toimd. 

'Ihe  da\  passed  wearily  enon,L;h  for  dravdou. 
Ali(  i.i  was  too  unwell  to  lea\e  lu  r  room,  and  lie 
Condudtd  that  -^he  was  n  stiut;  in  ouh  r  to  jirepare 
for  the  tryiiiM  ordeal  ot  the  morrow,  wh.  n  the 
CoroU'r  Would  open  his  enipiuN'. 
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Grvyhon  \va>  l.Hiked  upon  as  ^iicli  an  important 
pors..nage  that  at  bu-aktast  th.>  n.xt  niurnins  the 
landlord  waited  up-.n  hun  personally. 

"  X(.  news,  sir,  about  the  discovery  m  the  canal, 
^aid  he.     "  Accordme;  to  the  papers,  th-  police  are 
.nil  searching.     But,  of  course,  thev'U  hold  t'-  .r 
tongues  and  make  out  a>  they've  got  a  clue.  ' 

"How    IS    Mis^    Montrose-"    a^ked    (.rayd-.n 

abruptly.  , 

"  We'll,  sir.   I   thoiiizlu   she   looked   verv  ill   and 

wornrd.     She  went  out  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 

;i^o      She  t..ld  me  that  the  >  onmer's  othcer  wanted 

t.,    see    her    earlv.       I    believe    b.tWeell    VoU    au'    me, 

.ir  "    went    on    the    landl.ml,    dn.ppnig    hi>>   voice, 
■•  that  -^he'll  have  to  look  at  the  bodv.      >he's  gut  to 

idt  utifv    It." 

(;rayd.Hi  >tarted.  It  liad  not  occurred  to  him 
that  possibly  no  one  but  Alicia  could  p.  rform  this 
repugnant  duty.  His  second  thought  wa>  that 
.he  was  w(mderfully  self-reliant.  It  would  have 
1„  rn  onlv  natural  if  she  liad  asked  him  to  accom- 
panv  her  on  her  gruesome  errand.  B  it  evidently 
^hc  pref.Tred  to  act  alone,  or  mavbr  -h.-  did  not  care 
to  trouble  hini.  He  wa>  sorrv.  He  would  have 
hked  to  be  of  service  to  her. 

"  Yex  po-r  younp  lady."  continued  th--  landlord, 
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"  It's  an  ujiplt-asant  l)u>iiu'^s  f. ir  her  and  a  hit 
nivstt'i"iiiii->  tun.  But  I  suppose  tlif  ((iruncr'U 
liavr  It  ;ill  (lilt  and  wlifu  ihr  sti''\''^  tiild  tluix; 
niaMi't  l)f  nuthin.L;  m  it.  Ine  iiapii>  d  niaL;nify 
llnn;,'^  --(I," 

(ir<i\tluii  was  iidt  dur  at  tlir  m(|ut-t  Ijildic  tt-n. 
It  was  liardl\'  live  nnnnto  walk  to  tin  "  Hhut 
\\i-^\<."  a  ((inmifnia!  mn,  in  tln'  rliil)-ri)i)ni  <>i  which 
till-  ni«|iirvt  wa-.  to  ])>■  held,  hut  h*-  S(  t  out  at  half- 
pa-l  inuc  ni  tin  h^p''  of  --iiinL'  Aln  la  and  ha\  in;',  a 
(li.it  \Mtli  In  r  hifdic  till'  piwcccdinL;-- (I  ninicnrtd. 

A  lilllf  rr<'\sd  tif  luafi-r--  was  hani,nn,y  round  tln' 
"  h-lu'  !'>i-t>  '  a  pl.iin,  unprctciuhn.i,'.  l)ru  k  hostrlrx', 
and  <i!a\(l<in  i  Ihnwi'd  lu-  wav  iliriiiit,di  tin-  liar  and 
up  the  nariow  ^tama'^i-.  On  the  landing,'  he  was 
ni't  1)\-  \h't;i-'i-t  I .  th-'  i''r('Uri'-  iitrii\r.  \rv\-  inip'>r- 
t.inl,  \iy\  lu'~-\',  and  \Mtli  tin-  air  i>\  a  f^i-ncral  m 
ci  'iiiiuand. 

"That'-    iii;ht,     Mr.    (iKUHiun."    ]i>-    w  hi-pri>-d. 

NiitiunL;  like  hiiii:,;  in  tuuf,  '1  he  (.ironcr  -.t.ii  s 
^harj)  to  tlif  nunutr.  l'\r  tjct  a  -"-at  lor  \.iu  i  lu-^c 
tot  111-  jins'iin-n's  tahl'-." 

"  1-  Mks  M,.ntr..-r  lir-n-  -  " 

Vr>,  >]ii  >  With  thi'  iamiladw  -^lic  w.is  a  hit 
upset  —  id<-iitil'\inL;  tin-  drci  .i-cd,  vuii  kiiow-s.,  I 
thoii,L;ht   1   .\(.iildn't  i  all  In-r  I. II  --lii-  ua--  wantid 

(M"a\diin  iii'.i'd  lia\i-  nolliiu;^  to  -av  to  ihi--  At 
till  sam.  tiuii- In  \\a>  (.li^appointid  at  not  ha\inL' tli«' 
chiincr  ot  a  \\"ii\  or  two  with  In  i  hrfori-  tiir  prmrfd- 
ings  rmniin m  id. 

Ill'  I  luh-ro(.ni  wa-a  -pai  mu-  a[iai  t  nn-nt  i  xh'udin,-^ 
tin  .  !!!!!•  !'!•  adtli  "t  tin-  tn-l  -toi-  v,  with  a  -awdust- 
lii-piiiik'd  lk"i  a  li-al  lit-r-i  I  .\-(  Tf-d  -.citfc  innnini; 
1  "111  id  t  111'  r    id'     "f  tin  i>  i.iui  .ind  "ak  wind.  .\*.  ■  '-ats. 
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\\<  fiinuturo  c.uMM.'d  of  a  lonp;  tahU".  it^  s\irfac.> 
srarivtl  aith  th.-  mm  marks  of  c.untl.'^s  pots  and 
u'lass.>  :  .1  -«  uir  aiul  a  lialf  of  \Vin<ls..r  rliair-.  and  a 
dilaiiidat.,1   pian<.;    wliil>t   its   walls   wrw  adorn.'d 
uitli  a  \<\\  nld  si-oitin-  i)iint     pn/''  fights  (.f  almost 
f.,n:ott.n  dav-,  ihr  Kx-  tn-  Hii^lillwr  at  full  -^pcd, 
a  (Hi  kit   niatdi  with   tli<    i)lav.r-  in  top  hats  and 
hiLih   colUi)-,    not    to    niinth-n    a   (-ou])lf   of   smi.kv 
r.inva-.-^,  sUu  r<  oil  w.r>-  portr.iv<d  two  t^rntl.-nvn, 
.  \, ,  .(Im-K-  ahkr  m  tli.'  niattcr  of  bin.'  coats,  bwl-ti-r 
d.ivat^.    [.rph-hkr   fnll-,   far>  •;   el.an-shavm   ^aw 
t..r    a    <YA\>    of    -!(!••    whi'^kir,    and    riiddv    checks 
iwiuiiion  to  most   luasculi!      portraits  datinu;  fraii 
tl,.   V,  ,  ,,nd  ill  <  adr  of  thr  iuu'.l''nth  criiturv. 

Oiih  th.  )iir\.  a  handful  of  np.atcrs,  a  polir,- 
nisp,  rtwr  and  a  <.(lat.-  .Id.  liv  i<.'ntl.  man  with  a 
.Iru.L.llv  1.  L;al  asp.  .  t  w.  r.'  m  tli.  r.^an.  N..bodv 
,  |m'   Would    .M.>U'j.tt    admit    until    th.-    c..r..iur  ar- 

M\ .  d. 

(,i.i\d..n  t.M,k  his  -rat ,  w.ukI  rin^  at  Ins  surrmind- 
inps— a  r.unl.inati.ai  .d  th.'  "  trade  "  an'^  a  "  ...r.'- 
n.r's  '.|iicst  "-  and  Mo^'M' »'  whispcr.'d  t..  th.- « iderly 
{^.■ntl.nian.  A]>panntly  dravd.tn  was  th.'  subject 
nf  th.ir  talk,  tor  Nh',f,i,''tl  turn.d  his  face  ..nee  or 
twio'  111  (ir:ivd..n's  dire,  ti.m,  an.l  tiiiallv  th.-  .Iderly 
L'.ntl.  man  r..sc  and  .  am.  air.>s-  t..  wh.-r.'  dravdon 
was  sitting;. 

"  \\.\\  ar.'  Mr.  I''.ri.-  (iravd..n,  thf  (..roller's 
..Ith.r  t.  II-  in.'."  said  lie.  "  M\  nam.-  is  I'.rrv — 
I'.  ri\  and  l.atim.r,  ..f  W  aruh  k  »  ..urt,  (.raVs  Inn. 
\\.  w.iv  th.  lat.  Mr.  Hai^i  ar-  s,,h.  il..i-  1  -hould 
hkr  U-,  ha\.'  a  w^.rel  with  \m1!." 

"  \W  all  m.  alls  '^     Are  vu  here  ..n  Mis<  M..nt- 

r.iSe's  beh.dl  - 
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]\i  \va■^  Imping  that  Alicia  had  adopt'  (i  hia  advice 
and  wii'id  t'^r  1>  ,L;aI  assi'-taiirc 

"  Oh  (\<  A.V  \\<i.  1  know  Mi-^  Mnntio^r  :ind  h'  i 
rrjali'in^  with  Mr.  ll;iL'-ar.  Imt  I'vi-  had  n<>  m-triK- 
tmns  finin  Ik  r.  '\'\\r  (ornnir  coninniiih  al-d  with 
n^  and  askfd  ni'  tn  atl<  iid  to  idintit\'  thi  di  <  ras.  il, 
which,  of  couix',  I  did,  in  ioinpan\-  with  Mi^^s 
Montro-^<-.  \'oii,  I  rindii-^tand  met  Mi^-  Montrose 
casually  m  iIk-  tram.  You  w.-n  iu.t  prcvMu-lv' 
accpiamtid  ' 

"  Certainly  Hot.  She  (  hanc-d  t.'  i;it  into  the 
sarni'  carria^''." 

"  You  had  not  <rrn  ln-r  on  the  i)hitt.irm  with  .Mr. 
HaK-;ir  '  " 

"  N,.,  indeed." 

Mr,  Perry  tinj^end  his  chin  an  louked  a  little 
embarrassed. 

"  It  inii^dit  ha\'e  explained  ,i  -..cd  d,  ai  it  vou 
ha<l,"  said  he  hoitatm^'ly. 

"  l-'xphiined  what  ': 

"  W'liv  she  chose  to  leave  Mr.  Hauiuar  and  tia\<l 
alone.  We  nei'ihi't  iinnci  inattei-.,  1  i.ike  it,  Mr. 
(iravdoii,  and  I  supjiiwc  I  -han't  i.ttend  \(iu  it  I 
suL;!.;e>t  that  vou're  a  man  who  mi^ht  i  liani  e  tip 
attract  the  atteniion  of  a  ^nod  hiukiiu;  \"iiii,i,' 
Woman  like  Mi^-  Montrose,  and  su  p!.->-iM\-  to 
excite  the  je;iliius\-  nf  .III  old  man  wlm  wa^  tl..  ply 
attached   to   her." 

"  I  liaven't  the  least  idea  what  Vou'ie  trviini  to 
m^miiat.',  Mr.  P'rry." 

"  I'm  n.ot  iii^inuatini,'  aiu'thini.;  I'm  >'iil\'  louk- 
iim  at  p(i->-,iiiiitiev.  \i,\\  dnii't  know  p.lh.ip-.. 
that  Mi»  .Miintrei-^c  i-,.  corr-iiK  -peakiii:;,  v\a — Mr. 
Hatiuar's  waril  ■' 
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"  T  know  nuthin-  what.vcr  about  Mis-;  M.mtrose 
—  ill  "Int.  Iv  ii-tluu,L'.  1  -liquid  takr  it  ar,  a  .Ljivat^ 
tav-ur  if  \  MM  wniiKl  rnnovr  a  littl.' nf  iny  ik'H'-raiirr." 

Mr.    r-riv'-   ..hivwd  .y.^  tuuikl.d  at   (.r.iv<l..irs 

"  ()|  ,,.ur--  -"f  <"nr-.'.  l"nd.  niablv  -tic  is  v<Ty 
l,,,id-.ia.  but  al-.  'V.rv  tuulHli,  ..r  ^hr  w,,ukln't 
]  ,v.  tb.m-  auav  ihr  ,  han.v  <hr  had  ..f  inarrviu- 
a  mail  wlu'  was  NV.atli  a  uulh-n  it  in-  wa-,  wuith  a 

jHlillN'     " 

"  I),,  V'U  m-an  Mr.  Hati^'ar  '  " 
'  Mvd.  aiMi-,  uhoin.lx' could  1  iman  •'  "  n)ninrd 

th,.   laUV.-,  abttlr  tr>tllv.       "    Hut   it  shr  was  foolish 

,„  ivlu-iiiL'  biu  1-uud  to  .av  thr  old  man  was 
doublv  to,,l:di  in  wantuu;  to  niarrv  h-r.  Nothing 
]„it  iioMbl.  'oul.i  haw  ronir  ot  >urh  a  mair.a.^r. 
tliai  i~  It  Mr.  Ha-i;ar  duln't  dir  bch^r.-  a  tw.-lvt- 
,n,,uth  ua^  out.  bv  had  a  f.w  oi.poituniti.s 
,,t  )iKkiiv.;  ^b->  Moiurosr's  charact.r,  and  mv 
wpiiHon  1-  tli.tt  th.'  man  wIm  inarrus  !i.r  will  have 
t,,  b.-  h.  r  ma-t.M-.  she'll  n.'V.r  h.-itatr  to  takr  h.r 
,,\vu  .  ..nr^.'  no  in.itt.  r  wh.  r.'  it  inav  I'-ad  h.-r." 

••  bm    m.lui.-d    to   aL^r.r    with    vou    th.r.,"    ^aal 

( ir,L\ib.n  -lowlv. 

••  Oh,  v.^ii'v.-  ahvadv  caii^c  to  llnnk  tliat  ' 
\\  \]ui\.>  It  ma\'  al-..  havf  .ucum'd  to  \i,n  as  a  man 
.,1  ih.  woil.l  that  dir  ha->  a  pair  ot  -Avs  that  would 
1,  ad  a  man  t.>  tin-  <bvil  it  sh-'  hit  inchnid  to  take 
him  ;ii  that  dir<  rtiou." 

"  Th.  id.  a  ha-u't  ...<  urr.'d  t..  m<'  at  all.  All  that 
/;.n-  o.'.  iin.  .1  1.1  111.'  1-  'hat  li.  i  . A.  -  ar,-  ,  \-(  .•^)tl..nall\• 
b.  aiilii'iib   ~iud   d.^n't    sr.  ni   to  Mivr   th,'  Jl'.dll.-t    k.'V 

1,,  h.r  .hara.t.r     Ira-t   ..f  all   t,,  v,„h  a  ihaia.t-r 
a-  \  "111  Word-  imply." 
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"  My  dear  Mr.  Graydon  yon'vo  hit  upon  the  virv 
thing  that  makes  her  so  attractivo.  I'm  «»)ipp()sed 
to  be  a  hard-hiaded  lawyer,  hut  beiii^'  so.  I'm 
in  the  position  of  a  looker-on  at  life's  little  dramas, 
and  lookirs-on  scf  most  of  th.'  i^auv.  What  is  the 
kind  of  woman  that  all  men  run  afti>r ''  Tlie  nin- 
who  is  a  mvsti^ry,  an  fin^ma,  wlm  never  ^ives 
herself  away  or  loses  lier  luad.  who  i>  ahvays 
exritinf,'  curiositv.  furiositv  is  a  ,L;reat  iiioviiif^' 
power  in  thi--  world.  I'll  take  you.  fur  msiaiire  — I 
daresav  you'd  like  to  see  Miss  Montrose  reallv  m 
K(ve.  What  would  >lu'  say — what  wuuld  she  do — • 
how  Would  she  behave  towards  tli<'  man  who  suc- 
ceeded in  1.,'aininf.,'  her  love  -in  other  word<,  towards 
the  man  strong  enoii.^li  to  tame  her  ' 

dravdon  lanc;hed  uneasily.  Mr.  P.rrv  had  repro- 
duced some  of  his  thought .  ^'•iih  an  .ueuraev  whuh 
was  simply  aniaziiii.^.  Hut  tlim  lawvt  r,  of  cour-e, 
nni^ht  have  t;r(Uinds  for  such  an  analv-.i<  What 
were  tiley  ""      He  put  the  (piestioii. 

"  No  ,i:;rounds  at  all — that  i>  to  sa\',  no  direct 
grounds.  Didn't  1  tell  you  that  woiuiu  lik'  Alicia 
Montrose  never  betray  them^  l\e>  ■•  \'ou  h,i\c  to 
jiid^e  by  what  tli'  \-  don'l  >a\-  ratlu  r  than  b\-  what 
they  do  say.  But  the  upshot  of  tin-  talk  on  what  I 
bell.  \-e  IS  called  the  'se\  |,rol^l(nt'  i>  that  had  \ou 
two  met  on  the  i>l.itform  and  looked  ;il  ea(  h  otiu  r, 
there  tfiii^ht — I  don't  sa\  tiiei'.  a'onld-^  \\d\f  been  an 
adequate  reason  f^r  her  electing,'  to  lea\e  iPaxid 
Haut^Mr  to  travt  1  b\-  himself." 

"  I  diui't  know,  Mr.  !'■  rrw  wli'tlur  vou  mean  to 
bi'  coin])liinent.ir\'  to  me,  but  li  -o,  it'-  > cutouiKlidK' 
uncoinplimentarx-   to    Mi-^   .MiUitiM  .  .   and    1    (l.u  t 

f  111  III-      \-,  .11      f.  ii-     \-.  lUf     )  lui  iii-t  11  :i  i      \lc\V^  \  \  \     \i  rv 
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cl.  ;u-  tlir  tun  ( |iiarr(  Uccl,  and  tlic  mi1>)cc(   of  thnr 
,liKLM.  1  (Imi  >iit  niatttr  a  button." 

"  1  1>.  -  vmr  pHul'Ui.  It  dno  inatti  r.  Had  any 
Mt  "i  iiicuin--tauo  s  hapi^iud  .i^  !  ^u^^^^c^t .  an 
c  Ni.l,ui<iti"n  wnuld  liav(  h>>n  irady  t<>  hand,  hut 
a-  niatt>r>  stand  an  .■xplanatinn  won't  l)e  sn  Mniplc 
;i.  vmu  »>m  tM  unaKiiU',  at  least  tliaf^  the  notion 
(■1  till    jK.hcc." 

"Oh,  iMulound  till-  |)ohci\      Tiny " 

(.i.isd'ii^  \\'<\'U  wtTf  l)rok(  u  ott  1)\-  till-  cntrv  o( 
til,  (Ml, .11'  r.  .1  -tout  iiiaii  with  a  tlniid  face  iicn-Krcy 
h.ur,  .III  uin  tui>u.-l\-  aut  linntatu  (-  voice,  who  bustled 
111.  talking  lo  hi-  ^ubordlnate  a^  lu   api)roach'  d  the 
tablr.      ris'    1"'\-,  a  dull   niiint'  lotin^  -et   of  nuni, 
l„,i,lM  d  Mp  "lit  of  r<-iHct   to  the  reprcM'iitativr  of 
tli.    «  i-wn,  and  waiti  d  until  he  had  subsided  into 
th'    lii-h-b.u  k'  d  aiinehair  (occupnd  once  a  week  by 
tli,    "  pnnin  ■■   of   a   branch   of   the   .\ncient    Order 
of  Butt, do.  -I  brtnn    (hey  sat  down.     Then  the  rus- 
t!(-  -tr',im'd  into  tlic  rooin  and  pa*  kod  r\(iy  inch 
<<{  ilio  -.ni.ill  M''K(  ,i\ailablr  f'T  th-    public. 

In.pn-t-  .1  .1  iiilo  ail'  dr.ar\  attair>.  On./  uu>>es 
th.  spnil  "t  batlj.  which  ^i\i^  a  uimmal  trial  ita 
iiU(  rer-t.  I  h-  (  oron.  r  ha-  cvei  vtlun-  hi-  ovu  wav, 
ill  1,1  -,  .1111  tiiii,  -  lu-  own  l.iu  lilt,,  th'  b<irL;am.  1  he 
peiitli man  \\h,,  ))r'  Md' d  "^.r  th<-  proccr(lin^>  at 
t!i,  "  Hh!«  r,i-t-"  vva->  a  littli  ,.v.  rp,iw(  rod  bv  i 
sen^o  of  nupMit,in, ,  .  H'  !•  b  h''  w,i>  uiidrr  tti, 
piibb,  ,  \,  ,  11, ,t  lu,  r,  !\  ,,t  \\  nil  hr>ti  r.  but  of  the 
ul„,l.  ,,|  I'li-d.iiid  I  h,  !■  nit  V..1  th.it  It,  did  n.,t 
alwav-  di-i  rinini.it,  li,  t\\,,ii  niat,ri.il  and  iniiua- 
trnal  p,>int-,  ;nid.  -!   .  ■  .u,  „     >  ,,  i,  ,1  a  ■;""d  d«  .il  of 

tini'  . 

It  -,'  h.ipp'  U'  d  that  th,'  in  >i  witue---  \\a-  tho  ino.-^t 
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mt.Tc.t.UK,  and  th<-  <^uv  .v.ryonf  was  aiixmu.  to  ... 
and  hear-Alicui  Montr-.r.     The  uknl.lu  almu  of 
th-  deceased  was  a  business  which  preceded  evay- 
thm^    and  thi.  bn.u^dit  Ahcia  before  the  ciontr 
at  an'  earlv  >ta^;e  of  the  proce-dm^;^.     She  mt.rrd 
not   bv   the   pubhc  door  communicating   with   the 
staircase     but    bv   a   door   Iradm^'   to   the    privat.: 
nnart.T  of  th<'  liou.e,  and  a  hmz  of  exc.tm.ent  wriit 
throHf^'h  the  room  a.  the  coroner's  othcer  elearcd  a 
wav  for  her  to  approach  the  labh-.     Mi-  was  palhd 
but    perf.ctlv    coinpoxd,    and    an^wnxd    the    pie- 
linunarv  tpiestion^  with  k'reat  >t.'adin(>.. 

^he  t..ld  the  coroner  that  tli.'  decea>ed  wa^,  her 
ruard.an,  and  that  he  had  look-d  after  h.-r  ever 
,,nce  she  wa.  eleven  vears  old,  wh.n  her  father  died, 
her  mother  having  then  been  dead  >omr  mx  vears. 
Until  sh-  wa>  twentv,  >lie  wa^  at  th-  boardin^;- 
sch..ol  at  which  Mr.  Ha^^^ar  had  placed  her.  and  for 
three  vear.  she  had  been  what  wa-  called  a  "  parL.ur 

f)oarder."  ,  . 

]„.,  brfniv  Mr.  Ha^^Mr  came  to  Ln^'laiul  from 
luniica  she  left  the  ^cllool  and  staved  at  .i  boardniK' 
hnu^e  at  gueen's  Cate.  Mr.  lU^^^v  rcMded  at  the 
i,„.,,,lu,L;  house  for  about  three  weeks.  Previous 
,,,  that  he  had  .stavd  at  tlu  I'mpress  Hot,!,  n.ar 
Chanu^  Cro^,  and  after  leavui^  the  bo.irdnii;  hou.c 
lu'  went  back  to  tlu'  Kinpress. 

"  wvre  vou  alwavs  on  i^o-d  t-rm-  uith  the 
d.eeased  r  ■'  a^bd  the  e.uouer.  ,       ,,    .         ^ 

■'  Y...     thr    b>sl    of   t.rm~.      Whv    -honl.l    1    not 
|,.ivr   lurn  ■      H-   wa-  ahvav-  ,  xtivm.lv   kind  .nid 
„,,,„,,,„..      I  o\\,    a  L;ood  dral  t-  Mr.   Ha,L;-ar. 
"   "  Hou    came  vou   to  W   trav,ilnrL;   uith   him  t.. 
>outhami)ion  r 
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"  M,    llaK^'ar  ua^  ivturning  tn  Jamaica,  and  he 
..kM  nu.  tn  accnUM^anv  lum  as  far  a.  Suutluunptou. 

;:authnnMlu:KnMn...H.tcWmdcalcda^^^^ 
ardnif^-hoUK.  f.-r  me.     I  went  wUh  lum  to  W  ater- 
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But  ynu  d>d  nnt  travtl  Nv.lh  him  m  the  .ame 
rirruiL"'      How  was  that  r 

•'  X\V  had  a  >hf;ht  d.ttcrence  while  on  the  journey 

f,.  „>  Ou.en^  Gate  to  Waterloo,  and,  ..wmg  to  his 

,H-r^i^rencv  rn>  afraid  1  In^t  my  temper,  and.  un- 

,„  tunatelv.tnc.k  a. tep  which  Uhall  for  ever  regret^ 

\nn  see  the  tram  wa^  on  the  pmnt  of  starting  and 
I  h.ul  II,  ,t  tune  to  consider  what  I  wa.  doing.  hen 
ti„.  .tnnn  h-cam.' -  violent  that  I  could  hardlv  go 

ba.k  t..  hi>  carnage  at  any  of  the  .tation.  at  which 

tlv  tram  -topped." 

-  Hnw  do  von  rec<.ncUe  tin.  '  ditterence  a.  you 
call  it  u.th  what  vnn  >a.d  jn.t  m-w-that  you  were 
,.„  the  lK.tn{t.,rm.  with  the  deceaseds 

■■There  wa.  -uilv  one  subject  on  which  we  did  n-.t 
a.nc,  and,  unhappilv,  Mr.  Haggar  brought  it  up 
at  the  la>t  moment." 

■'  What  war,  the  subject  ^  "  _^ 

•'  Am  I  -bhged  to  answer  that  question  ^    —alter 

'''••"rthmk  vou  had  brtt.'r-f-  v-ur  nun  .ak.  ." 
■■  \-,  ,  V  wril.  Mr.  Ha?4^ar  wa-  vny  deMroU^  that 
1  ,!,.,nl<l  uiarrv  hun,  and  I  ntu-rd.  He  a-ked  me 
,u,„x.  ihau  nnee.  and  mv  an.uer  wa-  alwav-  the 
.un.  Thru  h-  said  he  -h.-nld  ivtmn  t--  jam.n.a 
^^^,.,,:,,a!u^dav-lh.r.  I  had  hnp' d  hi.  muid  was 
,,,„„.  .,,nl,d  ..11  the  p...nt,  or  1  ^h-uld  not  have 
prnnii-ed  u<  gn  v.ith  him   t..  Southampton.     In- 
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liappilv,  as  I've  t-^ld  v"),  he  rmcwi  d  his  prn|)..<^,il 
at  thr  hi^t  mniiunf ,  and  1  was  -.n^-rv.  Th<"  i>r(i>pcct 
of  ,\  hmii  i'>\iinrv  und-r  -m  .:  nnplra^aiit  circu"i- 
slaiurv  made  mr  n:-nlvc  to  tind  aimthcr  carnage. 
I  admit  I  was  hasty" 

All(:!a'^.  iwplanatinn  .■>nnnd<'d  (piit«^  iiatmal.  It 
solved  the  \)\u/.[r  of  htT  Icaviiu;  the  old  iiiai)  to 
travrl  hv  hnii-^elf.  Mo>t  iim;i->i>iiit«(l  v<'nng 
women  would  have  ai  ted  in  tin'  >ami'  way.  To 
dravdon  her  story  came  uith  a  M'n>e  of  nlicf. 
The  solicitor's  cvmcal  ^titrgcstion  that  Av  was  light 
in  Inhavionr  had  left  hrhmd  it  .u\  nnpl<  asiiiit 
impression,  and  he  wa-  glad  to  hear  how  franklv 

she  spoke. 

"  1  wish  she  had  said  as  much  to  n,e,  "  was  his  only 

regret. 

The  coroiv  r  paused  for  som«^  time  before  he  asked 
the  next  tpicstion.  Then  he  said,  somewhat  ab- 
rupt !>•  : 

"  .\  photograpli  was  found  on  the  tloor  of  the 
carnage  where  the  deceased  was  Ivin^— can  \  on 
tell  111''  pirv  anvthnig  about  it  : 

"  CeitaiiiK.  '  lu'  photograph  was  nunc —th.it  ib 
to  >a\-,  It  is  a  photoj^iaph  of  nivself.  it  must  have 
fallen  from  Mr.  Hag^ai's  pocket  dunn-  the  stnig,c:le, 
or  peiliaj's  when  the  thief  ua-  searching  him" 

"   I  he    i>hoto;:iaiili    then    was    m    Mr.     Hagi^ar's 

"    Ve." 

■'  I'.Mi    (lidn'i    \ou   -av   :it    th-'   polK  e    ^t.ttion    that 

\'oll    klh'W     llol  In    i';    abollt    it    :' 

■■    (>i|ite    lIMe^         I     IImiII-IiI     the    police    Wefe    bll-XlUg 

th.  ni-.  Ue--  ovt  r  ^oiuet Inni,'  wliuh  h.ul  nothing  to  do 
'.v!t!\   tlie  .'.!!.!'!     ap.d   I   would  luve  thelli   lio  lufonna- 
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t,nn  (..nrorniuK  thr  pliotocrai-li.  1  luivo  m.k.> 
th..ni;ht..vrr  the  matter,  and  I  U'-w  tliink  they  ucre 
rtj^'ht  and  1  wa-,  wrcu^."' 

s,»    that  whi.  h  had  been  the  ^uhvct  of  so  much 
.,'..,.)    and    ...njrctu.r    had    tv.nlvcd    its- If    into 
n.ahn,;,''     .M..«|,v(t,    thr    cop-nrr^    .-thccr,     n-kcd 
c.pcnallv   d.>cMinh(r,l.       Hu    hnu^.>   of   cards   had 
tnnnlrd  "VT,       TIk'  nu^tcrv  wa>  n..  ni\>.tcrv  at  all. 
Ihc  cnr-i..-r  was  Imldini;  the  ph-.to^'raph  while 
h.    'A,i>  putting  his  qursliDns.  and  n-.w  and  auam 
Innl-.d  at  It  as  though  making  compans.-ns.     After 
.\hcia  had  ^ivni  h-r  explanatmn,   lu    handed   thr 
p„  lui-  tn  tin-  jnrv.  who  pasMd  it  from  nw    to  the 
(.thcr   each  one  lik-  the  eon-n-r  ca^tm^  a  ^dance  at 
th-    uitii's-.     Nm  (.lie  made  any  n-mark  until  the 
ph,,l,.-raph  .:ame  t..  tlie  last  of  th'   lurvineii. 

"  Ih.  re  be  sMinrtlnnt^  writt.n  at   the  ba(  k,   Mr. 

(,,,,„,,,,-       'Tm    l-.V.'    it    look,   like,    Mr.    (  orouer. 

Wliat  <\n  thrm  two  1,  .t.r>  mean  -  "  -aid  Mr.  Pcrhtt. 

"I'Mhai^r-    th'.-    witnrs-    can    t<l!    y.-u,"    \  as   the 

CMinn.rMeplv.  "\Vh;.tdovou>av,Mi,siMoutrosr^" 

"  1  di  rhn-  to  -ratify  that  -rntleman's  curiosity. 

Ihe  writing  on  t'-e  postcard  har,  iK.tl.m-  whatever 

tn  d.,  With  th<    rni[uiry." 

Th-'  lurvman  refuMxi  to  be  crushed. 
"  Now,  miss,  vou  know  that  bean't  a  proper 
an^w-i.  W.'ve  (om.  from  our  busin<'s>es  tn  tmd 
out  the  tr-ith,  thr  whol,'  truth,  and  nothrir  but 
t!,,  truth.  I'm  a  L'om.u  to  put  mv  (pir^tiou  a^ru." 
All,  M  s,  ,,ru-l  to  rrplv.  ^hr  tunird  thr  battriv 
,,{  1,,  ,    .A,^  ,ipp.  .ihnvlv  on   ih.    r-iroii-r.      Mr  coul.! 

UmI    rr-lsl  . 

"  1  a-iv.    with  thr  witiirs.,"  Slid  h".  "  and  if  sh.' 
chooseAo  br  ^ilriit ,  I  think  ^lu  i^  witlun  hrr  rights." 
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llic  jitrvin.ui  >.it  down  (l!?iipp(iiiiti(J.  The  rc^t 
Will'  iiK  liii'd  til  ,i;l'ir\'  111  lu>  dcfrat,  c.^jx  cuilly  tlic 
lull  iiMii,  wliM  tlioiii^'ht  INrlitt,  who  wd-  a  barber 
.iinl  whiiM'  ^hi<\)  w.i^  in  a  back  ^trirt,  wa^  taking; 
t'lii  mil'  li  nil  liini-^ilf.  The  cnrniKr  r<-.iiiiuil  his 
rxaminatiiiii. 

"  .Ml^^  .Miintrii>i'.  [  want  \iiu  tn  carr\-  vimr 
nil  iiiiii\-  l)ai:k  tn  ymii  r(fn>.''  tn  traxtl  m  the  same 
( arria^^r  witli  the  d('Lra>cd.  W'liat  happiivjd  when 
\n\\  turned  aw.'.v  " 

"  1  aski  d  the  ,miard  til  put  me  in  annther  carnage." 
Did  yi)U  nhject  to  ;;i'  into  the  next  conipart- 
nieiit  '•' 

"  Yes." 

"  Whv  ?  " 

"  ThiTe  wa>  only  one  j^asscni^cr,  and  I  wanted  to 
trave.  by  inys.(  If  or  whi-re  there  were  several  pas-on- 

This  i)a?ften^'i-'r  ymi  sjnak  of  was  a  man,  wa^  he 
not  ''  " 

"  Ye>.' 

How  waD  ho  dressecl  "r" 

I  did  not  take  much  notice.      I  l)eheve  he  wore 
an  ul>ter." 

"  ("an  \iiii  describe  him  '      What  war.  he  like  r* 
I  don't  know.      He  had  his  cap  drawn  o\er  hi.> 
1  "  ■•-.      I  tnnii'd  awa\  direeth'  I  >aw  hiin." 

.\ie  you  .iwarc    th.it  an  ulster  and  a  tra\(lhiii; 
<  ,ip  lia\i'  been  found  in  the  |-5asin^stoke  C.inal  ? 
1  read  -o  in  t  hi'  paj^r  tin-  niornini;." 
Till'  (oronir  be  kmi' d  to  hi-  ot'ticir,  and  Mo^^.  it 
pri'duced  a  shrunken  and  di:-torted  ;.;.irment  and  cap 
with  ll.ip>. 

Do    voii    ^(:e    an\'    resemblance    l.)etween    thi> 
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„l,,,.r  and  th-'  n,u-   thr   man   in   tl.r   .  <irnai;>    vou 
J-,  [,,,,  (1  t"  r!ii>  r,  \va>  wraruiL;  '    ' 

..  I  p;illvd-n't  uni.nibcT.      I'vrtold  n.,u  i  tnuk 
v,,vhttl.nMtian{th.nian.Th'-capbCL'nislhr>anic 

11,.  M.rnn.  r  had  n..  ni-rc  (im;>ti-n^  tn  a^k,  and 
^^l„  n  Micia  ivtucd  fmni  thr  uiMr,  .ill  vital  intcr-^t 
,„,1..   .nqnin-...t^-uL.d.T=irt.     Mr.  IVrrv  a^  ■....• 
uh,,  had  idrnt.hrd  Ih.  drrea.rd,  wa>  n^xt   (a  l>d, 
.„„1    h,     .Mrrnhnratrd    what     Alicia    had    ^.ud    m 
,,f,,,,u:r  tn  Mr.   HaRgar'.  dcbiu'  tn  niakr  hrr  hi^ 
,,,f,,      Tun   qn,..>ii..ns  thr   cornn.r  put    which   ap- 
1„  upd  tn  hav,    vcrv  httlc  bearing  nn  thr  tragcdv. 
luul    wt    rvcrvnnc    li^tcn^d    tn    tl.-    an^w,rs    with 
.traiivd  attciitinn.  _ 

"  \Va>  Mr.  Hapgar  a  rich  .nan  .'      wa^  tlv    :U>i 

iiup^lion. 

•■  Vrrv  rich,"  >aid  Mr.  Pcrrv,  with  rniphaMS. 
"  [)n  vnn  knnw  if  h.   iiad  made  his  will  '  " 
••  I  am  unable  tn  >av.     He  .poke  ab-ut  ..  -voral 
,nn-  but  never  gave-  ns  dehmte  mstrnctmnt,.     Ho 
wa^  verv  mrthndical  and  not  lik^ls'  t-  neglect  such 
,u,  unpnrtant  duty,  but  at  the  time  when  h.    -^pnke 
In  mr.  hr  wa.  perplexed  cnncermng  Mi:.b  Mnntmse. 
"ill  what  wav  ?  " 

••  I  fancy  thr  term-  nf  xhv  will  wmild  fia%  c 
a,  ,„.ndMlupunlur  d-ci-^mn  m  regard  tn  marriage, 
but  I  cannnt  ^jv^ak  with  ctrtauity." 

(.ravdnn  wa^  glad  tn  h^ar  tln^.  It  s^t  at  rr^t 
;u,v  .pir^t.nn  nf  Alicui  MnutrnM^  ben-uting  by 
ll.i,„,u-  d.atli.  Ab.-ut  thr  phni. .graph  \xr  was 
u,.t  ^M  cl.ar.  H--  cnMld  nri  und.r-tand  whv  -he 
,,,,,1  not  at  nnrr  nwned  up  uhm  tackled  'v  tn- 
i„,lKe>uiHnnt.ndrnt.  Hn  •.-v,  r,  >he  had  !:..w  tnld 
her  .-tnrv  and  here  the  ma  'ci  must  re^t. 
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dra'  .I'Ti,  ill''  ,1,'iiaid.  \\w  cl<ici->r,  llic  statmn- 
ina--ti'r,  aisl  tin  pulK  i'  in>p('Ctor,  f^a\<j  thiMr  (Aulencc 
but  saiil  iintliiii^  whnh  »u;:,'}:c.stcd  tn  tlir  jury  that 
till'  iiintive  (if  tlir  assassin  was  (ithtT  than  robbery. 
The  inspi  iii'T's  stnw  w.is  cniichisivc  nil  Itu^  point. 
The  jiocki  ts  Will'  cmj'tv,  uat(h  and  chain  wm; 
f,'oni  ,  and  so  also  ua^^  a  valuable  ruby  winch  the 
t:uar<l  noticrd  ,it  \\at(  rloo,  the  deceased  was  wearin}< 
in  Ins  bla(  k  satin  scarf.  Tlu  pin  whu  li  had  an 
arranui  nil  lit  attaehiiif,'  it  to  the  scarf  at  the  back 
liad  hern  left  bt  hind,  and  the  jU' m  \io|eiitly 
\\n  liclp  d  a\\a\-.  The  ein^me  dri\er  (xplained  how 
till  tram  stopi'i  d  bilore  cnttTiiiii  Ba--in^stoke 
station,  thus  ^i\in^  tin  man  an  oppt.rtunity  of 
Psi  apini;. 

Till'  -ii|i'  iiu^ti  vv  n  niainiiii;  to  be  sohcd  was  that 
att. idled  to  the  ulster  and  travelling  (  ap.  W  a^  the 
owner  the  pas-eni^er  wli  >  sat  m  tjie  coinpartiiKiit 
next  to  Mr.  Haut^'ar  s.  and  if  so,  whv  weri'  tl  in 
the  canal  i*  To  tin  Inst  qm  stion  the  ;:nard  returii'^i 
an  nnhe'-itatin^  "  N'es  ;  "  to  thr  second  tlir  police 
Could  ^1  V(    no  an--W'r. 

Nothing  iiion  coukl  be  dealt  with  lli.it  da\', 
di  (laird  tie  cmiiiH'  r,  w  In  n  his  ol'tuer  had  exh.iiisted 
Ills  li-t  of  witin --I -•.  The  uKpiest  was,  lli«rif"n, 
ailjoninid  to  iMiinil  the  pnh(  e  tn  jnirsui  tluir 
iinpiuii'--,  .mil  t  i'"  1  rowd  ■-tumbled  d^un  the  stair- 
i  asi  fi  .  hue  111. it  tlii\'  had  bt  en  dcli.oidi  il  of  the 
"  1 1  \i  I, it  \<  '11-    '    lie  \    r\p(  I  tl  d. 

Mil'  pi'ihr  ni.idi  llhu  iiiipmn  but  llli\  lid  In 
ni'llniu'.  I  Ih  pel.. I  u.is  nus-,111;.'.  Tlio  rnb\  ,ind 
\\  ,ii(  li  ,iiid  (  li.eiii  \\  <  1 1  ii.  .1  I  r.u  I  d,  I  111  u.i  I.  1  \va-  luii 
oil  bctwitii  lilt  I'nk^  ..II  that  j).ut  of  the  canal 
where  the  iil>ti  r  and  trav(  llinp  <  ap  were  found  but 
nu  disc<»very  was  made. 
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Tur.  inqurst  \va^  adjuurnrd  ..^ain  and  ai.'ain  until 
tli.>  .  niun.r  de.lar.Hl  that  un  iisctul  purpose  would 
br  srivrd  h\  k.^cpiut;  it  "ptii  auv  liUiLjiT,  and  tho 
jniv  r.'tnrn.d  thf  nnlv  pussihlt'  wrdi.  I  wUtul 
nnud.T  against  sum.'  person  ur  iuinmus  unkn(.\vn. 

Tlu-  lust  sittin,L;  nt  tlir  jury  was  little  in-.tc  than 
Ininial.  I'.v.rvbndv  knew  the  nivsterv  was  as  tar 
,,tt  Inin-  >..lv.-d  as  rwr.  and  that  the  rumner's  jurv 
had  UMthniLj  mur.-  to  investii^'ate.  The  .  lub-n.om 
as  no  l.m'.vr  pa.  ked  with  an  .auer-eyed,  i^apnii,^ 
I  n.wd  and  the  verdi.  t  was  auuoun.  ed  t..  tew  more 
than  thosr  ,nn.erned  in  the  .  as.-  the  witnesses, 
the  p.,!i>  e,  th.'  railway  <.ttieials,  and  the  reporters. 

l-ih  (,r,i\don  a>>onipanied  Alii  la  to  the  < ourt. 
It  was  tur  the  last  time,  and  he  se;ir.  .  ly  kn.-w 
Nvh.'th.'r  to  t.rl  thankliil  or  m  t  that  the  inquiry 
was  uv.r.  Tlirs.'  journeys  trotn  th.'  hot.'!  It>  the 
,,ld  imi,  where  th.'  nupie.t  wa-  held,  had  bet-n  lull 
.,1  astraiiL'.  nunauti.  interest  :  tie'  more  so,  pnhaps, 
b, .  ausr  lite  to  him  had  huh.  rto  Ix-.  n  simply  a  naiml 
III  idlr  ph'asure. 

Th.ai^h  they  had  bee. .me  tiiends  he  kn.w  very 
httlr  tuore  -.bout  her  so  tar  as  any  !).rs..iial  -  ou- 
l,.i.  11.  .  -a-  i.r  i.art  w,is  ...;,. -a  tied,  than  wlen  in- 
t,i,  d  to  1.  iiiile  time  m  tie  railway  >  arria-e  on  that 
l.,tetul    JMurney    lioin    London,      lie    had    without 
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dmiht  Ix'Pii  n|  s(M-\i<e  tn  litM',  and  shi'  had  tliank«Hl 
liiin  warinK',  l)iit  tlicsc  scrvii  cs  ilid  not  ciii  (.nrai^c 
Ikt  to  talk  alxiut  lu-isi-lt.  And  n<>\v  thr  tii.it-  had 
Cdinr  ti>r  tlicui  ti-  j)art.  The  >  liain  that  hnuud 
th<iii  t"f;i'1h(  I  \v.i>  !)ruktn  ;  lie  wnidd  y,i>  hi>  wav, 
she  lid's.  Thnc  was  n(.  m\st(r\-  abiait  lii^  path. 
It  was  ra^\  to  >Hd<'  hai  !;  into  his  lormir  ainili  :-s  hti'. 

K.isv  ?  Inipos-,!!)].-.  Cniihl  lie  loiuit  .\hi  ia 
Miintrusc  J*  lit'  had  ^tudird  In  r  as  he  had  mxir 
stndii'd  woman  i)rt(iif.  >hf  w.is  .  hannini^  ui  all 
licr  mot  ids,  and  she  had,  manw  Ilr  icmiMiibcrrd 
cvi-rv  'ini',  and  ihtii^lnd  thr  I'nii  inhrar.' <•.  The 
World  o|  plcasnic  and  in.mitN'  no  lon^'ii"  idt'St'ntid 
its  tovnu'i'  attrai  tion.  Koniaii' c  he  --i  arri'ly 
dared  to  (all  it   loxf     ])osstss.(l  him 

It  was  earh'  in  the  attcrnoon  when  tlu\'  >  ame 
ont  of  the  ■  Bine  Posts,"  antl  ma\l)<'  the  tnsh  swict 
ail,  the  bright  snnshine,  tlie  srn  nitv  ot  the  pleasant 
untnmn  da\'  iiad  somethm.u  to  do  with  tin'  (piiet, 
lomjxised  e.xpression  whieh  stole  le.rr  Mi,  ia's  ta^  <•. 
It  was,  thon.i^lit  I'ai'  C.r.udon.  no  longer  so  drawn 
and  anxions  as  hitherto. 

They  walked  side  bv  side  alonii  the  Hi^h  Str-'tt, 
Kri(  now  and  ai;ain  juhuu  ini;  at  her  <loubttul!\,  as 
thouf^h  ''onie  retpiest  were  on  the  tip  "\  ins  tiin:;ni' 
whieh  he  S(  ar<  elv  dared  to  a-ik  .\s  tht  \'  drew  near 
tlie  hotel  both,  as  a  eoinni'iii  imiiiiKe,  sla^  keiied 
then   pai  e, 

"  It  is  plcisanter  out  here  than  in  th.it  stnll\- 
old  inn.  don't  voii  think,  Miss  Montrose  f  "  V.vu 
said  hesitatinL;l\'.  "  It  oi.iiirid  to  me  bip  pii- 
ha|)s  \c>u're  m  .i  hinn'  Now  liiat  e\ii  \  i  lun-'s 
o\'fr  \'on  must  n.ilniall\-  l)e  .iii\i<fiis  to  "it  a\v,i\  as 
soon   a^  nossil)le 
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"  1  ,an  hardlv  sav.     I'v  .."  pla"'^  '^^  present," 
slir  aiiswcicd,  with  the  abstract,  al.smbod  l(M,k  in 

■  1).,.-,    tliat    nuaii    \<>u\\   >lav    in    Wni.  lu>trr   a 

littlr    1m|1-.T   r- 

■  oh.  no.  I'nlt^s  anvthinu;  happ-'iis  1  shall  leave 
till-  .■v.'iun'-i  tur  I.dndcn  I'v--  alnadv  sent  a  ware 
to  Oiiffn^  date,  wh.Tc  1  wa^  stavnu:  until  Mr. 
C.iavdnn,"  ^lu'  broke  ott  suddmh',  "  I  want  to  a-^k 
V..11  a  question  ["Jors  tin-  \ei(h.  t  oi  th.-  jur'>-  iinplv 
that  ihi    tiling  is  scttlfd  ?  " 

"  How  do  \'on  niran,  settled  :' 

•■  I  thought,  pi'rhaps,  thr  in'|uirv  ■  -uld  not  ho 
i-.'-upcned  not  r\rn  il  this  su^i)ei  trd  juison  were 
di-i  .i\ii(  <1." 

"  The  (  oion.:'--  inquirv  was  onlv  tor  the  purpose 
(,t  a<.  rttainnif.,'  the  >  ause  oi  d.atli.  Thr  poli'  <■  noW' 
haw  thr  matter  in  hand,  and  the\-  will  >>nll  >  oiitmne 
t.i  scar,  h  tor  the  assassin,  and,  it  po'-siblr,  bniu,  hiin 
tn    jil-^tii  e." 

Thf  .  athedral  bell  just  thm  (■et.'.ui  rint^inp:  i..."  the 
attcrnoon  serviee.  Thev  had  been  about  to-,  tlier 
a  i:oud  deal.  l-".ri(  had  persn.id.-vl  Alu  la  to  w.dk  as 
n)u.  h  .IS  possibh'  on  the  s,.,re  of  health,  thoii-h  it 
inav  br  doul)t.'d  wli.thrr  hr  thotiiiht  s.^  mu.  h  ot  her 

hf.lltil     ,1-    ot     the     pleasure     he     telt     m     hel     So(  ietv 

MnYr  tlian  one.-  liad  tluv  .stroll. d  to  ih.'  .pianit 
h<.-pital  of  St  ^ro-^^  ;  nmn  than  .m.r  had  ihe\- 
wandered  into  the  .atlieilral,  and  n.^thin,;;  so  ,  ..m- 
nl.t.h-  to.,k  then  tli.aif^hts  tr..in  the  t<  rrible 
iiust.rv  whi.h  had  s.i  stiani;el\'  thrown  tli.in 
t..  •■  lint  as  the  stateK',  il  M.ni>  wli.it  •  old  ,u.d  -.e\-.  n-. 
nni-i.  ol  tin-  Eimh^h  .hur.  h,  d.  \-oid  oi  ..in..iu.iit, 
passiuii,  ot  all  that  is  worhlK' 


64 


THE    EYES   OF   ALICIA 


"  If  v<»>i'vr  nothing  better  to  dd,"  said  V.vu\  "  I 
would  su^t^cst  a  halt-hiiur  in  the  i  athedral  ;  we 
shall  i)'(il)al)ly  in'xii'  ha\('  aiiotlur  nppDrtiinit v  - 
it  will  \)i-  lor  the  List  tinit'." 

"  Foi  thr  last  time,  >l!'  it-jxattd  inr(  haiut  ally. 
"  V.-s." 

S(i,  iiisltad  ol  rtiltrin;-;  thf  inn,  tlnv  turned  l)a.  k 
and  went  into  the  (dtludial. 

1  iiat  halt  hour  ol  solemn  (juietude  was  to  l-.iie  a 
spill  nt  e\(|uiiite  dehcht  ill  a  World  holv,  t  aim, 
peaeetul.  Ilow  inU'  h  ol  ♦  ^  ide.ihtv  was  dae  to  the 
piiMii;  (■  and  inilueii.  e  ul  the  he.iutitul  Wuinan,  tin- 
vi-i\'  tnueh  ol  whose  dress  Si-nl  a  thrill  lhioui.:h  his 
tiaiiii',  he  did  not  i  art-  tu  ini|uire. 

1  lie  anthem  wa->  in  keeping  witli  his  niocid  (lUe 
III  tliiisr  pure  vihstrai  t  i  reatinus  uf  harmouv  which 
salisl\  I  he  S(  Uses  witliMUi  i  \<  itiii  '  them,  and  allow 
the  mind  i..  ream  Iree  and  unlettered  He  wanted 
ni.thim,  more  than  to  listt  n  dreainiK'  tu  the  miisie 
and  L'aze  dreamiK'  at   Alii  la   Moiniose 

As  he  llsteiH  1  Ills  thouidits  Were  dashed  with 
idiinUl  I  nsu^'t'ested  l>\'  aiutliiiie.  the  question 
daiti  d  into  his  mind  was  iiut  the  nr.^liiA'  ol  the 
woinin  l>v  his  side  tin-  most  nisirutable  ul  all  the 
nU'-'iiries  whiili  tin-  liai;edv  su,L;;.;esled  :'  lie  had 
uiiK  luui  hid  ju-^t  the  triiu'e  111  liii-  --toiA'  He  had 
ne\  er  eiit  hiinatli  tin-  liar»'^t  siirlai  e  ul  Ik  r  t  h.irae- 
t<  r.  What  \r.is  the  ii  al  Wumaii  undt  r  this  u  \ 
resii\i.  till-  impassi\  flics-  and  loinpo-ure  He 
hi  iie.cr  M  en  1,1  h«r  the  -Ijijlitrst  sij^u  ot  emotion 

i>r  liudiiness,  \i  I  there  \\a^  snmetmii-  sumetlllle^ 
.ihiiut  tie'  luiiitis  ul  the  Illuulh  uhl  h  srellled  tu 
iiidr  .il(    1  liat  she  •  iiK    luamlaint  d  .  uiu  nr|  ul  hei^ell 
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Tlii'ii  tlnrr  w.is  tlir  pii/./ir  «>!  lie  ) .In it iiL;raph. 
Witli  cNMMA'  desire  to  l.ivour  Iut,  he  .ouhi  not  inn- 
viiv  e  liiinself  that  hn  .inswiTs  to  the  rormier's 
([11-  -,li(iiis  told  ;dl  that  she  .oidd  till.  He  thoiit^ht 
lit  this  and  tried  to  read  the  riddle  in  her  impassive 
ta.  e. 

The  nmsi.  dird  awav  in  soft  prolonc^cd  inodnla- 
\\nu-  The  si).il  wliii  h  had  rnthrallfd  Erl  (iravdon 
was  Inoken,  to  be  su'  ■  ri-drd  h\'  a  \ydn'^  whieh  made 
his  lirart  thittti  strani^t-K-.  Ali' ia  had  lit^r  hand- 
kiT.  hid  to  hi  r  t  \-cs  It  was  onlv  lor  the  hritlcst 
possible  s})ai  f  o!  tinir,  but  fira\(lon  saw  tiiat  thon,L,di 
hiT  •  lii'rks  were  drv  h«r  (a  rs  wcrr  nioist  and  shiiiint;, 
;  ml  tilt-  dark  lash.s  had  a  liistrr  in  them  he  had 
lit  \  rr      rn  l)i'tor< 

Somehow  the  Midit  en.  iinr.if^ed  him  lb-  had  a 
straiiL;!'  teelim,'  ot  gladness,  ot  t  xnltation.  The 
Woman  was  not  all  i-  e  alter  all.  No,  he  tan(  ietl  she 
was  ireiiiblinL:,  ami  he  longed  to  rhisp  her  in  his 
ann<  and  kiss  thost-  lileamin!.;,  tt-arlnl  e\-«'s 

I  hi'  suit  solemn  1  adenee  of  the  .  onehidinu'  re- 
spdiises  Were  followed  bv  the  pibilaiit  strains  o|  a 
pro'  essiunal  marrli,  and  the  two  filed  out  with  the 
rest  ot  the  1  oil L' relation  into  the  lun-:  nave.  Soon 
th«\-  found  theinsehes  alone,  s^azini;  at  the  \-ista 
eiulim;  m  the  bnllianth-  illuminated  western  win- 
dow thiou-h  wliieh  tile  alt' niooi;  sun  was  pouring; 
a  Wealth  of  eiiliMir. 

'■  I  liall  never  fort:et  our  last  afternoon  to- 
ri tlnr,"  aid  le  sottlv.  Then,  alter  a  pause,  lie 
addi  d  :  "  Would  it  be  j)resuuii>t iioiis  in  me  to  ask 
\iii  to  111  nie  ;i  .  om])an\'  Vou  to  London  ■' 

lb  had  no  idea  ot  makiiie  this  leipiest  win  ii  he 
i)e,'an  ti.  speak,  but  that  \<ariim'.'  desire  whi   li  li  id 
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overwhelmod  hiin  when  he  ^avv  tears  in-mbling  on 
her  eyelashes,  returned  witli  irresistible  fi»rre.  The 
th""ght  that  he  shonld  never  see  her  a,c;ain  was  un- 
endurable. 

"  The  wt.rld  is  as  free  to  y<iu  as  to  me,  Mr.  Gray- 
don,"  she  answered,  with  a  faint  smile. 

"  Yes,  yes  ;  but  i  an't  vou  t,niess  what's  in  my 
mind  ?  Why  sliould  we  say  i;ood-b\f,  just  like 
mere  formal  at  quaint  am  es.  An-n't  we  a  little 
m(,'r(?  than  that  ? 

"  Perhaps.  I  don't  know.  You've-  been  a  very 
good  friend  to  me  at  a  tune  of  treat  stress  and 
anguish.  If  I've  ai^pt-art'd  rold  and  luii.ri'atftiil 
forf^Mve  me.  I  shall  never  forget  \-oin-  kindness. 
Thank  you  -thank  you  " 

"  That  sounds  like  a  dismissal.  I'd  rather  you 
hadn't  thanked  me  if  it  means  a  farewell." 

"  No,  no  ;  don't  ihmk  that.  Yet  I'm  .  ertain 
it's  better  we  should  part  at  least  for  the  present," 
she  (piit  kly  added,  seeine  the  doiul  on  his  fa<  e. 

"  Then  I  maxn't  see  \-ou  to  London  ? 

"  We  had  one  railway  journey  together  ;  it  was 
too  sad  too  t(Tribl(\  I  broui^ht  you  ill-luck  then  ; 
I  won't  run  the  risk  a  se>  oud  time." 

"  Risk  !  "  rried  Krii  .  "  I'd  dare  any  ri^k  to  be 
with  you,  and  I  don't  a^ree  with  \(.u  about  the  ill- 
lu.k.'' 

"  Ah.  you're  not  talkin<^  uow  with  \our  usual 
f.'ood  sense,"  she  answered  in  a  tinu  tone.  "  Come, 
let  us  go  ba(  k  to  the  h>  tel.  M\-  tiaui's  at  se\tMi, 
and  I  must  pack  first.  You'\e  no  idea  wliat  that 
means  to  a  woman,  "  she  added  smiliui^dv. 

There  was  no  mistaking  her  manner.  It  wa^^ 
;  erl.iin   slie  did  n.ot    wa.n.t    his  i  iiiun-uuonship,   but 
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Would  nut  jtain  him  bv  a  divert  refusal.  He  was 
t(.(i  niiK  h  "i  ;i  f4<iitltnuiii  tu  persist,  and  they  passed 
'-ili-ntlN-  "Ut  (it  tlif"  c  athe(h"al. 

"  D.ns  viiiir  piuhiliiti(<n  extend  to  niv  sicin^^  yn\i 
(,tt  li\'  ihi'  train  ?  "  said  lie,  as  thi'\'  ]>arted  in  the 
t  iitr.iU'  '•  l«ilil)\-  ..I  the  inn. 

"  Not  at  ,ill.  W.  '11  lia\i'  our  l(a\r  takinj,'  at  the 
r.iil\\.i\   ^i.ttiou." 

■-Ill  raised  liri-  Ioul;  lasher  and  --hoi  a  Ldan^  i-  from 
hi  I  ;'ii-\'  (\is  that  Wfiit  ^ti  .^hl  to  his  heart, 
win  I  lid  lound,  and  a-t  ended  the  old  lashiouep 
iM.'.id   -laMi.ise   with    that    I' rait'   and   lithfiiess   he 

kill  W     so    W  ell. 

"  \,,\]  li.ok  a  hit  upset,  sir,"  said  John,  the  liead 
w.iiti  1  ,  who  had  taken  j'.ri'  \nuler  his  espci  ial  pro- 
le, tiiai,  I  i.ulnlnu:  to  hun  usetid  information  ahout 
iiitaiu  hvands  ot  w  uii  s  and  liijut-iirs,  thr  existrui  e 
oi  will,  h  liiih'  ta\oU!ed  '■in-sts  were  allowed  to  know. 
'■  .\  lit  tie  (hoj)  ot  our  ■  "^wan  '  i  hfrr\-1)rand\'.  N'ot  li- 
ne,' hke  It  tor  hu.  kiiii;  one  np." 

"  No  I  ha  Ilk  \  oil,  John  III  ha\f  a  lout^  drink  ~ 
la  .iiid\'  ami  -I  ala." 

ills  spnits  wije  (  eitainly  sonuwhat  dashed.  He 
ti  It  lii.e  ,1  man  who  liatl  had  a  pri/.e  within  Ms  i^rusp 
and  had  taihtl  to  hold  it.  Yet  hel'  last  l;1  .he,  Was 
Hot  that  .  i.iisolatois'  ?  I'lit  even  lure  he  tailed  to 
tmd  1  oiuloit 

s||,.  w.iiits  III  let  lue  down  easily.     No,  I'm  an 
idiot  to  think  .in\'  more  ahoiit  her  " 

"-he  was  (juiie  an  hour  L;ettinf4  her  l)elonf.;in^s 
toeiihil,  and  when  she  re-apptured  she  looked 
niiiie  I  hanniiu;  th.an  e\er  in  her  travelling  dress. 
'1  he\  s,  t  ,,ut  tor  the  railwa\  station,  and  Ah-  ia  was 
all    ;'i Ml  ioii-uess       Hei"   peiisive    niood   had    uassed. 
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and  draydon  tried  to  disrovt-r  i!  lur  li.nlitncss  of 
tunc  was  real  or  assumed,  but  in  vain.  H<'  dared 
not  attempt  t.i  j^ct  back  to  that  dicptM"  note  ho  had 
Sounded  in  the  .atludral,  M»^  wtll  rnnenibcrod 
how  slie  inst.mtly  (du^i  kcd  him,  and  lie  would  not 
run  tln^  risk  a  sci ond  tiim-. 

Tht  V  walked  up  and  down  tho  platform,  and  all 
at  on<  (•  she  be.  ame  silent.  Ibr  fl..w  of  talk  had 
(cased,  as  tliout^h  she  wnv  unable  to  maint.iui  tht- 
effort.  The  sound  of  the  appr^a.  hin.L!  train  was 
heard,  and  she  put  out  lu^r  hand. 

"  C.ood-bve,  Mr.  (iravdon,"  said  sht\  and  he 
thou(.;ht  he  >  ould  drto  t  a  l.'udrr  tnimdousne-^s  in 
htr  \di<  t'. 

"  I  may  (all  upon  yo\i  in  Londoi\,  may  I  not?" 
he  asked  impulsivtlv- 

She  hesitated  ;    her  eyebrows  contra,  ted  slisjlitly, 
and  her  fycs  wi're  cast  down. 
"  If  you  care  to  do  so." 

The  train  was  at  the  platform.  He  assisted  her 
int(.  a  (  arriaije  and  dosed  the  door.  She  was  smd- 
iuf,'  a  l.irewell,  whi-n  her  !:,dan(  e  sccnud  to  pass  him 
to  some  obj.ct  or  person  beyond,  and  a  look  ot  un- 
s))eakable  honor  <  ame  into  her  eyes. 

"  Mr.  (iraydon,"  she  gasped  "  please  do  not  moye 
away  fiom  the  window  until  the  train  starts.  I-  -I 
am  friL;htened." 

>.he  sank  ba.  k  into  the  corner  of  the  carriaije  with 
a  shudder.  Eric  Graydon  stood,  siutiuil  like, 
wouderin.t;.  The  train  moved.  Swiftly  she  Icnnt 
forward,  and,  to  his  amazement,  i  lasped  his  liand 
.oinuNively,  and  he  heard  lur  whisper  with  ner- 

\mU-.    Illlellsil  \ 
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"  Th.mk  vn,  ap.iin  .md  .i;:;.un.     I  shall  never — 

nrVrl'   tnri.:i't   ! 

Tliiii  lh.  tr,iiii  h-'P-  liiT  r.ipidlN  away 
111,  (,i.i\(i"ii  icmaiiHil  -t.unlinL;  iiintiunlos.  tor  a 
t.  w  niMincntN,  ^tti]>fri((l.  He  turned,  half  cxpr(  t- 
iiif  to  liiid  -."Hir  '  .lu-r  tnr  tlic  Woman's  sudden 
ti  iTMi',  liut  all  ill-  I  "uld  -re  wcM'  tliicr  men  at  the 
li.M.kst.ill  It  sicinod  t"  dravdnn  tliat  lieliind  Miss 
MMiitrn-.  ■'.  i-ntrcatv  \v,i-  a  tear  list  she  should  Ix; 
SI  I  II  hv  >oni(lMi(h-  ot  whom  she  was  alr.iid,  and  out 
ot  '  iirio-it\-  111'  stioUi'd  past  till'  bookst.dl. 

luo  m.  n  out  ot  thr  thrcr  stim  k  him  as  worthy 
mI  Ills  .itti-iition.  riir  third  w.is  a  joxial  lofrkinp; 
Ijaiiipshiii  taiini  r.  and  (.raydoii  dismissed  him  at 
,:\\i  .  .  ( til,'  ot  the  otlitrs  was  tall,  with  a  hard,  lean, 
siiiibMnit  fad.  His  nose  was  arquihne,  his  jaw 
-(|M,iri  and  i>ronouni  id,  his  eves  hri;4ht,  keen, 
almost  hawk-hkr.  He  was  about  thirty,  and  ten 
\i,ir^  hitoic  would  have  bren  pronoimi  ed  {^ood- 
iookim:.  His  L;ood  looks  had  not  disappi'arcd,  but 
tlir\-  \\v\i-  niane(.l  b\-  traies  of  dissipation.  There 
w,i-  that  •  iirious  suj^Ki'stioii  of  a  grey  shadow  <-ver 
hi-,  ta.  e  will'  1)  gors  with  years  ol  wildness  and  self- 
imliil-eii,  e.  TIk'  sei  oiul  man  was  his  lontrast  ni 
evny  way.  He  was  ol  nnddh;  height,  tat  and 
pa-ty-I.erd;  liis  straight  blaek  hair  was  smooth 
and  sle(  k.  and  his  small  twinkling  eyes  and  loose 
lip-  siigt;i'strd  a  tni.xturt  ot  ■  iinning  and  < oinpla- 
.  ell' y  He  Wore  a  -oft  !elt  tnll)y  hat  and  •  arried 
,111  Miiibii  Ua  Wliilliir  the  tw>.  were  togetlier, 
(■I. IN  lion  i.aild  not  sax  I'luv  .  <  rtainlv  did  not 
talk  to  ,  ,1.  h  nthi  1'. 

(,Ia^^loll   Would  liavt    liked  to  settle  thi^   point, 
!)iH  iiL  I  oiild  not  uttrai-t  attention  by  sidndiut;  sliU 
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and  w.iti  hill;,'.  He  w.ilkrd  Ich-uiclv  .iumv,  mtond- 
uv^  to  return,  hut  when  hi'  did  -m,  tii'  men  were 
Kone. 

H<'  went  h.ii  k  to  t}ie  jpu,  pundcrin^;  nvcr  the 
r.iuse  fif  Ah' i.r>  sudden  .ittiuk  of  ni'rxrs.  (  nuld 
it  hci\i'  l)een  due  to  ;is-,ci>  jatinn  dI  kIcis  r  Why 
not  "-  'I'hr  ti;iiii.  thi'  st.itinn  where  the  old  ni.iii 
w.i>  found  murdered,  nii;:lit  cisiK'  hrini;  b.e  k  .i 
pi'tuic  (it  that  tcmhle  ni:,dit  and  -ir^lL;'',!  thoni;l!is 
whii  h  would  a'  t  on  the  n<'r\(>  o|  ;i  :^eiu~tti\-e  and 
e\i  it.ihlc  wonian.  Xaturallw  slir  w.i-  Miltenn;; 
troiH  a  reaitiou  altir  .i  prnioiii^iMl  jicnnd  .it  i^ic.it 
anxietw  That  >  l.i^p  n\  the  hind  nii,i;iit  it  imu  nc 
c.\l)l. lined  b\-  tlir  iini  oiitroU.ible  iinpul  >  "t  a  triq..- 
ti'ued  Woman  to  .  Iuil;  to  one  who  >he  hrln'xrd  was 
stronf^er  th.m  herself?  So,  I-^ri'  dr.i  doii  W(Mit 
baek  to  the  hotel  disturbed,  almost  an;,,'rv. 

W'hv  didn  t  I  insist  upon  tjoin^;  to  L-piidi.n  with 
her  ?  I  belie\'i'  she  would  \ui\c  liked  nie  to,  l)ut, 
(if  course,  sIk'  woiiMn't  sa\'  so." 

But  j)erliaps  he  w.is  ri'^ht  not  to  qo.  He  (ould 
scareely  ha\e  fori  ed  his  «  onip.uu'  upou  her  in  the 
same  carriaj,;e,  and  to  ha\e  tra\elled  in  another 
would  lia\o  seemed  btrani;e.  I'Or  all  that  he  was 
anno\"ed  with  himself  tor  his  want  of  <Ar<  ision  and 
masterfulness-.  He  was  not  usuall\  diffid'  nt  and 
irresolute  where  l.idies  were  i oiii  eriied,  but  Alii  i.i 
"'■lutrose  was  (piite  different  troin  the  women  ho 
\.as  aeeusfomed  to  meet  and  romaui  e  lias  a  way 
of  t  hanf^inj,;  one's  nature. 

He  entiTed  the  house  and  ealled  for  his  bill  Tht3 
landlord   brought    it    personally.     It    was   the   last 

' " i    "■.'      i 

SO  nuuli  money  in  the  lioubc. 
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"1   liMpr  rvprvthinK  lias  been  salisfa<  t(n-v.  Mr. 
(,r.i\(l"n  :^  ■    sai'l  li'\  rubbing  lurf  hands. 

•  Oh.  \rs.  I'vr  been  verv  romh.rtablc.     The  only 
1 1,111-   i  it^:rot  1:,  the  busnics;,  \vhi<  h  forced  me  to 

.  .>mr   ll-  IT." 

•  1   ,1m, I      w-.nd.M-  at    that,  sir      >trango  as  the 

j-,,,1, Hit   .M't   upon  th-'  tra-k  ot   the  murderous 

s.  ., until' 1  \nd  thr  i>'"T  vounf,'  lady.  U  must 
\u,vr  \uru  autul  bad  lot  her,  but  shr  k^'p^  'iP  \^■""- 
,1,  ihiliv  WMud-itidlv  Hvthrwav.sir  vnu  hadn't 
),r,n  U"ii<'  hw  ininul.'s  \vh(Mi  a  man  ■  .im<'  nit(.  the 
iav,  ."lU'd  t"r  a  drink,  and  bet^an  a-knii;  al!  kinds 
,1  (pi.  >tiMn>  ;d)'nit  you  and  Miss  Mnntros<\ 

"  Wli.it  did  Ik-  want  tu  kn<>\v  i"  " 

■■nun--  that  didn't  coiimm-u  him— a  strar.i^er. 
!  u.]<\  turn  -•  pr.'ttv  sharp." 

riio  landlord  sr-emed  to  b.-  rather  rehu  tant  on  the 
p..uit,  and  (,ravdon  pn-scd  him. 

"  Well,  Mr  — "  said  the  landlord,  with  an  apolo- 
^oti.  .  nu-h  "  '.'.o  bir  as  I  rould  make  out  he  was 
verv  •  uriciu^  i^  hnd  <  it  whether  you  and  the  vounj,' 
Udv  wrrr  sweet heartin'  together  befj;gmt.'  your 
pard'Mi  tur  puttii     it  that  way." 

"  ("..nhiund  his  impudence  !  "  exclaimed  Graydon 

\\  r,i'htull\' 

'  Oh,  \\r  didn't  pet  anything  out  of  me,  sir.  Not 
.It  .dl.  Hr  Oh  dear  no,  sir.  Ue  didn't  stay  long, 
tiuditi-,  I  spnse,  as  he'd  >  <unf  t.i  the  wrong  shop 
t-r  nituiniati-.n.  I  th(»ug!it  praps  he  might  be  a 
'ti    ,   ^M    1    shut    him   u])   by   referring   him   to   the 

P"h'  •'  " 

"  That'-  rii^lit.      What  surt  of  man  was  h''  ?  " 

■    l..H.ki-d    I-  ll   iic'd  just  'ome  from  at)road.      A 

I  It  swanky  aii'l  bouncrhie — talked  as  ii  ail  the  woiid 
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hrliiti^cd  111  liiin.      \  \v  seen  l<>ts  i>\  his  snit  on  flif 
r;i'  11  <iin>(',  .iiid  I  d.ircsav  yii  hdvv  too,  sir.  ' 

(ir;i\(l"ii  knt^w  the  luvn  the  landlord  referred  to, 
Tlie\  are  •^eiier.dlv  '  .died  "  the  ho\h,"  otherwise 
f^eiitrx'  who  will  take  on  an\'  kind  ot  lasialitw  pro- 
\  ided  thi'V  are  j),iid  for  it.  He  >  oiild  not  help  think- 
ing that  the  landlord's  des'  ri|)tion,  me,i,u'r'  as  it  was. 
su^'l^eslefl  a  icininisi  (III  e  ot  the  tall  man  he  saw  .it 
the  hookstall,  ami  he  tried  to  i;it  <i  t(  w  more  dit.iiK. 
Till'  landlord,  howe\er,  had  not  taken  vwv  imh  h 
iioti'  e  o|  th(  trilow,  and  he  was  not  ;^ooil  .it  dr.iwinj4 
word  iti'lnii's.  (ir,i\don's  rnriositv  remained  iin- 
satisfird,  and  he  dismissi  d  the  matter  from  his  mmd. 

Hnt  he  (  ould  not  t^et  rid  of  ins  anxietv  >  oni  ermn;.,' 
Alieia,  and  a;.;.iin  he  reproai  lied  himselt  tor  his  l.ii  k 
of  initiative  in  not  insistin,;;  upon  a' idmpaiuiiij,^ 
her  to  London.  What  was  to  be  his  next  stej)  ? 
He  felt  as  thoti,i.;h  he  were  stranded.  The  house- 
partv  to  whiih  lie  was  on  his  way  when  the  nn- 
cxpeeted  happi'ned  and  Alii  ia  Montrose  c  ame  into 
liis  life,  had  Ion;;  since  broken  \ip.  Moreo\er,  he 
w.is  in  no  mood  to  be  j)estered  with  questions  by 
iiis  friends.  All  he  i  ould  do  was  to  return  to  town. 
He  owi'd  a  \isit  to  his  father,  who  had  written  him 
more  than  one  letter  not  alto,L;ether  in  a  nii  e  tone. 
Sir  George  had  been  laid  up  with  ,t;ont,  .ind  this,  im 
doubt,  was  answerable  for  liis  queruhtu.^ness.  Rut 
liis  latlu'r  just  now  was  of  no  importani  e.  The 
foremost  thou,^ht  in  his  mind  was  e.agerness  to 
make  up  tor  his  stupidit\  in  takini,^  Alii  ia  at  her 
Word.  \\'h\'  not  I  all  .U  Qmen's  (i.itr  ?  Tin'  \er\' 
suLimstion  took  a  load  off  his  mind.  .\  eall  would 
not  look  obtrusi\'e  he  was  not  in  the  mood  to  cue 
a  it  did — it  was  oiiiv  natural  that  he  should  iiko  tu 
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kiiMW  It  ..lir  h.ul  ,inivr,l  sat.l\  ;  (  i"''  i-illv  .lit.  1  tin- 
^tian-"'  tiriMi-  ^.,  lu  h.id  In-  ln-t:.i:;r  s.  iil  \><  llir 
st.itiMii,  .ui'l.stailtd  l)V  thr  nr\t  trani,  luivnu;  wnvd 
to  liis  in.m  tn  n»i'ct  liiiii  .it  W.itnlu.K 

lie  rr.i- li';<l  London  .d>o\it  inn.',  .md  toiiiid  l),ivis 
inic,idinr>s  H.' sent  thr  man  on  with  tlir  lM--a/- 
and  lit,'  \va>  about  to  -.t  mto  a.  taxi  wlicn  hr  >  .i-i-tit 
siuht  ot  the  i.it  pa^tv-taM'd  nia;i  whom  hf  had  sc<mi 
at^tlir  bonkstall  at  \Vin>  hr>t(  r.  I'oi  an  mMaiit  lie 
wavered.  Hi^  nnpnlse  wa>  to  tollow  thir.  man.  and 
tlu^  unpnl-e  \\v  inmht  li.ive  olx'xed  had  not  tlie 
(h.iuttenr  mt»M\(  netl  with  hi-  "  Wheie  t-.,  r,ir  ^ 

(,ra\don  iiivohintarilv  turned  hi-  he, id,  hut  made 
n-  answer,  and  wlieii  he  a^ain  lo.iki  il  where  he  ha,d 
j-een  tlie  |M^tvda' ed  man,  the  hitlei  had  dis.ip- 
p(ared.      1  he  >  haneo  was  gone. 
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"  M^-  .MoNiKO^E  ?  "  ^.lid  tli(^  srdate  man-sor\ant 
;t  T.'!l)"t  Ilnii'^r,  Oiicrii's  <i.(ti',  tlic  next  daw  "  I 
'I'M;  I  tlniik  .1  l.id\"  nt  that  iiaiiip's  r-taviiii,'  licrc,  hut 
I  II  »Mi<]!im'." 

'i(  \'.'Mif  .i\v.i\-  with  (iia\'d'iii's  i  .ird.  and  in  hih 
|)?ar«'  ,ip|M';irid  Mi^  'arh'ton,  the  proprietress,  a 
Siiiiit  iMHul-Iudkin;:,  well-dressed  lady  with  a 
L'""d  Iiunviinvd  \,{<  r.  a  de>  idtnl  manni-r  hikI  a 
\ii|nl>|r  ton:.:iii'. 

i  ()nit(  (wp'M  trd  Miss  Montmse  here  last  night.' 
shf  l>rL'an  .it  Mil.  r.  "  I  hail  a  telej^'iam  Ironi  her. 
d.itt'd  Will'  hestci ,  \cstfrdav  atternimn.  telling:  me 
sill  was  '  (.111111!.;.  Then  about  thiee  hours  later 
eainr  anoili'M,  sent  Iroin  Watrr'oo,  s.u'inj^  she  had 
altncd  h'T  an an,L;einents,  and  wouldn't  he  here. 
I.\'  u>r  nie.  hut  arc  \<iii  tlie  Mr  lirie  (irayd«m  who 
^a\('  cxideiii  ('  at   the  inquest  i^ 

<  '  itainlw" 

Hear  nil'  It  w.is  a  \iv\  un|)liMsaiit  (^xpericni  e 
t"i  \"ii  iiid'' (I,  It's  been  most  unpleasant  lor 
i'\(i\b"iiv  I  hail  a  \isit  triun  a  deteiti\e  and  he 
>|iii!i'  ti  iiditi'in  il  nil-.  It's  a  i^rcat  pit\'  Miss  Mon- 
tr"sr  was  not  ni<ii<'  r\pli(  it  I  c.m't  ima,i,'inr  what 
sli'-  li.'d  t"  ii.ii'ral  It  almost  made  one  suspft  t 
sli''  kill  u  lU'iH'  abmit  thf  inuidrr  than  she  tared  to 
sa\       What  lo  yoiu  opinion.  Mr.  Graydun  ? 
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■•  Ivr  iiM  opiniMii  .ai  the  siibir.  t,  "  said  (.raydun 
ti.rzmqlv.  "  I  uudcrst.'od  Misb  Montrose  was 
,,„ninu''b.f  k  to  -tav  at  vur  housf.  and  as  I  hap- 
pened to  W  in  town.  1  thouf;ht  it  wonld  he  only 
p.hic  to  ,all,  bnt  as  sh^  i>n't  here,  no  donbt  she's 
.lit.  ,,  d  !hi  nnnd.  After  all,  its  nnlv  natnral  she 
should  a\oid  h.nic,'  qn«'stionrd  and  t,dk<'d  over,  as 
h,  ,l,.nhtl.-,s  wonld  he  m  a  hoardum  lionse." 

■  M\  r.tahli^lnnent  is  not  e\,i.  tlv  a  ho.irdiiiL:- 
!i,,ii-„  111. it  1-,  it'^  not  an  ordniar\  ho.irdni^'dionsc 
likr  .1  ::oo(l  minv  ot  tho-,r  pla^  .-,  i!i  BL-oui-^muv 
..r  HaN^w.itri;  rrjoni-d  thr  lad\-  tarth,  "  Mv 
,  ,,ini.'  tion  1-  not  a  .  1:.  'v  '■  "lie,  h.re  to-dav  and 
^,,11.     ton.oirow,    and,    p' r!,aps.    l.Mvnii;    in    d^ht. 

AH  -t  ni\   paving'  i^nc'-t-  i  oiiie  1)\   i minnidation 

p.  .Ml-  Mi  ll.i-u.u.  to.  nstaii'c  llr  w.i^  mtrodn^  ed 
hv  a  '  iiv  -J  ntlrni.ui,  who  h.is  had  a  room  Irie  h.r 
-nv  \r,ii-,  Mi-s  Montrose  .  .ime  .i>  Mr  Ha.^L^ar  s 
u,iu!  ot  >  onisi  ,  I  onlv  Ii.itl  his  word  l..r  it,  and,  as 
Miss  M.Mitro-..  told  the  same  stoi\-  at  tlu  mqnest,  I 
,,ipp.i-  it  s  tin.',  hut  iv.div  >o  manv  <pi'i  i  things 
,iir  dnnr  now    I  da\s  that   one  doesn't    know  what 

t..    l.-lli\r, 

'  11,,,.  \-M  ,in\-  doubt,  tlnn,  oi  Miss  Montrose 
litMiu  -p"k' ii  ''"■  'i"'l'''  '  'i^l^''^  (ir.ivdon.  with 
!  I  II 1 1:  a n ^ '  r 

■  (,|i  ,1,,,,  „„.,  II,,  \'\v  to  list,  n  t,.  what  s  s.ud 
tud  lioM  mv  ton^ne  ( )l  ,  oin^e  I  needn  t  sav.  .is 
b-ih  \li  ll.i;-ar  .iiiu  Mis^  Montro>e  stav'd  at 
l,,l!i,,i  Hoiis,.,  til,  re  was  a  j4"od  i\^  A  ot  gossip, 
,.p,  ,i,dl\  .i>  Ml  lla-LMi  wa'^  kuouii  t,.  b,  \ .  i  v 
n,  h  ,ind  a-  il:'  n  w.is  sii,  h  ,i  ■  ontra-t  b-tw.  .  n  hnii 
..11,1  Mis-  ,M,.iiti,,s,-,  l„,t|.  m  III- 11  lo,,k-  and  in  \fai-^ 
\  ,11  '  ail  t  pre\eiit  pr,,plc  talkm;,'.  V'-u  know.      l  h.; 
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rx.u  t  rrl.itiunship  h.tuv.u  tlim,  w.is  ..l\vav>  a 
"ivst.n/.  l„,,iiis,'  th,-  ]„,.,!■  u!,l  -rntlnnan  kept 
liuns.ll   vnv  iMu.  h  tu  liims.lt,  .tiul   Miss  Montm.r 

W.IS    allllMst    .,s    ICSCIVid,    |„,t,    ,,»    o.MISC,    .•\,M\-tlii.,q 

w.is  rv, ,1,1111,, I  ,,t  th,  Ill-Ill, St.  It  was  ,1  p,tv  .Miss 
-"^^""'"'"  ''"'ii  I  '■ik'-  111"  int.,  Iht  ,  ,,||li,l,.n,  ,..  I 
'■''""''•  ■  '  ilaiiiK  hav.  a<i\is,cl  li,a  t,,  mairv  Mr 
Ha:-ai  In-,  \,,,r.  ua-^  .ill  tlif  ,|,„  |.,r  :^,u,.  Inm 
hr  was  .i!wa\s  ,,iliii.u  winl,.  hi;  was  ]uir  aii.l  his 
WMl-w  w,Hil,l  li,i\,  I,,,. II  ,ui  ,ii,,rm,.i|.h.-  ,,,  h  w,,nian 
'^'"1  '  ""''''  Ii'iV'  iiiarru'd  ,iii\.,n,'  sh,-  lik-  ,|       I  think 

"'"      '■■^^-    ^"'^      I'-hsh.        ()\    ,nuV>r,     I    ,„|K-    l,„,k,.|    ,,l 

''"■  ''■''^"'  I  '""II  ■'  '  'MiiiiiMii  s,  MS,'  p,,iiii  ,,|  M,  ^v.  aini 
'  ''  -'^v.i^'^  !"nii,l  .  .aniiiM,,.;.,.,;^,,  ,,,  |„,  ,i„,  ,,,  ^,  ,„ 
t li'    1'iiil;  run 

,  "  '"'■  ""  •'""'•'  "..  ,hMil,i,'  p,,t  ,11  (.rav-lnn, 
^^'""  '"'  i''^'l  'i  '  l-uiM'  I"  sp.ak  ■■  !),.  s,„,  tlPiik 
\hryrs  anv  p.-ssijuhtv  ot  Miss  M-.ntPr,,.  ,,,iniiu'  i., 
sia\-  with  \i,i|  .iLiain  ?  " 

"  ''^'■-tliv.  I  lia\,ait  th,.  s|i;-!,t,.st  1,1,.,,  III,.,-,. 
•"•■    '"'r    tw,.    1,  |,.-ianis      v,,,,    ,  ,i„    ,,  i,i    ,[,,.,,,    ,,,.. 

^""'""-      '    ''i"  '    ''11    vmi    anv    ni,.i,.    th.,ii    wli.n 
tlii\-  sa\-  " 

An, I     th,.     Ill, ^s.t :;,•.,    s.iid     n-.thin,-       TI|,  s-    u, a, 
Minplv  luini.il  iiilini.iti,,n.  ,,t  a  ivqnrst  .,n,i  ,i  ,,,).n- 
•'  "li.m'l.     <.r,iv,l,,ii    h.ui.l.-,!    i!,.,i,    \,,,.  |.    ,,,    M.  , 
t  ail, a, 111  witii'Mit    .1  \\.,i,l 

It  .Mis,  .M,,iiii.i,.    .1 1,1  ,  ,,,,„.  ,^j,,,,.   ,11      j,  ,11  J 

*'"  '"•'  \ .<il,<l,  M,    (,iava..n  }    ■ 

">  '  "^      il  v,ai  \\-i||,l  !)(>  So  tiiu:,]  " 
*   111  I  •■w,   h,  1  .iii\-  iiit'ssai,',    ■ 
•^"       l''ili.ij'^-  I   mav  wtilc.     ('„„., 1  Ill-Ill 
En,     slr,nK      iw.iv    ahiupilv.    ..itaui    thai     Mis. 
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r.irl-'ton  iduld  tfU  liini  nuthim,'  lie  did  iK't  kiinw. 
Mi>VM\.r.  her  "  (•uminoii-stMist""  ratlin-  jarrt>(l  ui)'>n 

liim. 

"  ("..Diiii'in-sfi'.s  ■  with  si>nii-  ixuplr  nir.ui'^  pnunds, 
^hillinu^  :nid  jn'mc,  aiul  Inokin^  alter  Xunilur  ( >n<\" 
li,  niKttfn  (i.  "  That  isn't  my  way  and  I'm  ■  rnain 
It  1^1  't  Ali'  ia's." 

(lirii  lii'-  i.iMiulits  tnrni'd  ti.  thr  all-inipi.itant 
(|;ir^iiniis  :  Wh.it  had  haiiiimrtl  t.i  in.ikr  Ah.  la 
,  li.iiVT  lit  1  innid  ?      Whcii'  had  shi'  i;(iiU'  ■' 

A  wci  k  passed  \\i'  I  ;dl''d  twi^  •■  at  T;db"t  1  \i>\[->-. 
hill  >  (Pi'.ld  h'arn  notliiiv.;.  Mrs.  r;irl.ti.ii  li.id  n.it 
li.,ii(l  tiiini  Mi>-  M.introsc.  (',ra\-dnn  \va-  ■  lu'  tanf 
1,,  -hiiw  rlic  an.\al\-  \\r  h  h,  and  r(]nall\-  it'hp  t;int 
to  a|'[M'.ir  'lu'ii'iis,  sn  hr  <  uutniti'd  hiniSfU  with 
a^kniL,'  Mr~>.  ("arU'tun  a  -.ohtaiA'  ipu-^non  ;  Did  shf 
know  it  Miss  Montmsc  hail  an\'  tiirnds  with  wh>an 
she  was  hk<lv  t.p  stav  ? 

"  Mi      C.v.ivdon,  ■    s.ud    tlif    1ad\-.    in    hiT    Tn'.-t 
inipn -^sivo     niannti        '  \'\r    hail     a     (  .insidiiablr 
t'Xiii  ririK  (■  (if  pcupli   -ni'  (■  1  l»t  Liaii  \<i  I  ;vint,'  pa\  uu^ 
i  lii^t^    and  I  assnvf  \>m  I  ncvtT  nui  a  Nfunt,'  ladv 
,iv.  d   .  mi' irnini;   lurstll   ai    1   li' r    affair^    a*^ 
Miss    Ali.  ia    M..ntins,..      Wliui    ^hc    !.!!    with    M; 
Hai.',L!ar  Wf  kiu.\v  n"  ninn-  ah'nit  her  than  wlii-n    In- 
s,t    lu..t    111    \\\r   lioii--       Mr     I{a-L,Mr   jiaid   all    the 
hill  ..  ;iiid  that  pii/zhd  nu'  niiti!  I  v  ad  whit  ^-hr  1<  'd 
th.      ."iiMriti        To     1(11     \'(iii     till-     tiiith.     We     Wiic 
in  liii'  il  io  put  her  d.iwii  as  an  ad\'i-ntnrfss.     VonVc 
no  ulca  how  inanv  wonii-n  of  that   kind  arc  to  be 
lound  ni  boauhnL;  hoih^cs  and  first-ila-s  hotcN      I 
must    -iaN-    Miss    Moutroc    wa^   ditlcriiit    fr(tin    th' 
iiuijoritv    ■!  tht-r  persons.     Tlu-y  alwav-  la\-  tii. m 
-( l\t     out    to  plt'isc  everybtidv,    tinl   I   m-vfi 
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Miss  M(.ntr<iSf  eap^or  t(i  do  that.     It  \v;is  tlio  other 
wav  about.     ^]iv  wasn't  niudi  liked." 

Gravddii  went  awav  ir.i.tv  despondent  man  l)elnn' 
Tlif  solitary  hope  ho  had  was  that  she  miuht  write 
to  him,  ior  he  had  dven  her  liis  address  in  Jernnn 
Street.  Hut  w.i^  it  lik.l\-  ?  Whv  should  she  want 
to  St  e  him  ?  Indeed,  sonntimes  in  his  -.,11  tiirni  ut- 
ini.'s,  he  lhou,i;ht  she  was  an.vious  to  sa\'  tar.  well, 
a'^  tlKniL'h  she  had  di\  ined  his  urowini;  jiassioi.  md 
did  not  wish  to  eneoura-.'  it. 

lie  walked  hih  k  to  his  looiris,  ^nd  the  dis.  reet 
l)a\is,  who  hatl  Ion-  ^in.  e  arri\-e(l  ,it  tin.-  .  -ai,  hision 
that  his  "  (  hiel  "  was  oti  ,  olour,  iio\-ered  alH,iit  him 
and  anticipating^'  liis  want^,  juit  a  box  (,|  .  i-;:  ,,ii 
the  smokini^-tahle  at  his  elbow. 

"  These  are  the  small  Alturas.  ^ir  «h,it  \-o  i 
li.i.\-en't  tried  \-et,     saitl  the  s,-i\  Hoi- 

"  'lake     them     a\\a\-     and     dou  I     bother     me," 
retnrni'd  his  master  nritablv. 
Ves,  sir." 

And  I. a  hea\en's  sake  don't  warnh  r  about  hke 
a,nliost.  Vouil  dii\e  me  mad.  What  do  \  on  do  it 
lor  ? 

"  Ves,  sir.  I  thouidit  p-rhaps  vou'd  likt  m*  to 
get  you  somethmi;     a  iittle  .ura(.,a  or  (  haitiense 

or " 

I  don't  want  an\thint.(.     (iet  awa\-." 

l)a\is  was  i;lidnrL;  across  the  ro(,iu  when  his 
master's  \-oh  e  arrested  him 

"  <"  ome  ba>  k  !  Don't  be  in  su.  li  a  <  onloiuuled 
huriA  '      Who  s  ,  ailed  vju,  ,■  I'\,.  been  a\\a\-  ■'    ' 

Xobod\  HI  i.aiti.ular.  sir  .\  gentleman  lioni 
"lie  ot  the  niuspapei-  wanted  to  see  \ou.  bul  I 
sal  1  \ou  (1  L;i\en   me  sin,  I   orders  that   vou   didn't 
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want  to  see  any  gentleman  of  the  press.  I  liad 
threat  tvuuble  in  Retting  rid  of  him.  He  wanted  to 
wait  till  v<iU  '  anie  back,  but  I  told  him  it  was  no 
t'ood.     Tie  was  most  puttvnai-ious,  sir." 

"Oh,  I  know.  Thi'v've  all  like  that.  'Hkv 
li.  licve  \  nu  wust  know  a  lot  if  vou  i  (mid  uiilv  be  irot 
I.,  sp.ak.     Did  the  man  sav  what  he  wanted  ?  " 

"  Vrs,  sir  ;  his  paper's  \rvy  anxioii-,  to  ut-t  liold  of 
thr  iihoto^M-aph  that  was  found  m  the  railw.iv 
.  a rna !::«■.  He  '^avs  that  it  it  were  published  it 
nii-ht  had  to  the  dis.  (,\erv  of  the  i)hotographer 
:i;i(!  So  hilp  the  poliee  to  trai  k  the  murderer. 
I  li,lie\t\  sir,"  w<'nt  on  Davis  hesitatin-lv,  "  that 
til.'  phot-i:raph  was  a  v.rv  singular  one.  The 
HI. 1,1  who  took  it  iduldn't  lielp  re,  (, He.  ting  it. 
()!  ,uius.'.  sir,  I  know  nothmg  beyond  what  I've 
re, id  \n  the  palmers,  sir." 

■■  Wrjl,  let  the  uiau  g. -  to  tlu  jioUce.  They've 
gi.l  It  1  ha\eirt,'  said  Graydou  savagely.  "  The 
p.a])ers  might  to  be  contented  with  wh.it  the\-'\'e 
l;m1  Didn't  tlie\'  send  their  infernal  snajy-^hotteis 
\>,  Will,  he-ter  and  |>iirsue  the  poor  girl  and  niN-ell 
all  ,,\-,i-  the  pl.i' e  ~^  l!  aiu'  m>ue  •  onie  sa\'  \ou 
kiiMW  nothing,   and   !t<   no   use   botheiiuir   me   lur 

int'irmat  lou." 

i'.n.  underrated  th.e  jiertmai  ity  and  th<-  powei 
.,1  the  press.  Opening  hi-  newspaper  at  break  last 
the  next  niorniniz,  he  saw  the  p,hoto^raph  ot  the 
enii-'inatii  al  eyes.  Naturallv'  the\'  had  lost  <  onsider 
alil\-  b\-  the  transfcrem  e  to  a  i)liRk,  by  <  t>arse  pap<r 
uid  raj. id  prill  mg,  but  they  were  unmistakeable. 
P.ut  tins  was  not  al'..  Tliere  was  also  a  -snapshot 
■  1  All,  la  and  himself,  raut^ht  as  th>  v  were  cuming 
tail  of  the  "  ^wan  Hotel,"     Alicia  app.eared  tu   ho 
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■^milini,'  inanclv,  -.-nd  Eri. 's  Irft  U'.l;  was  drawn  up  at 
till'  kiicf  as  tliMiii^li  hv  W(Tc  alxiut  to  pliiiiU''  intn  a 
raL;tiin('.  As  tor  his  lai c,  thanks  tn  th<;  sliadnw  ul 
Ills  liat,  It  was  re  lipM'd. 

1I(    thin,^  the  pajuT  <.n   the  f^round,  and   Davis 
jjirkrd  it  up  with  a  :^i"in. 

"  What  (1(1  v<iu  think  of  it.  Davis  ?  " 
"  Not  a  bit  hko  vnu,  sir.     I  never  saw  vou  draii 
Viiiir  Ul;   alter  V"U   ni   that    iashiun,  sir       Its   just 
as  It  you'd  i^iit  In.  <.iniiti\c  taxi,  wliat  in\'  p<H,r  lather 
dii  d  III.  " 

(uavtlwii  wun<U-red  if  Ahi  ia  liad  seen  the  snap- 
sliuts  ,ind  wliat  she  thuu-ht  ot  them.  He  hn^red 
over  his  l)reaktast,  ht  a  liijarette  and  wandered 
ainilesslv  about  the  rtnun.  He  was  di^tjusted  with 
luui^el:  and  the  more  so  bi''  ause  he  i  ould  iiot  in. ike 
up  his  iiiiiid  what  to  ilo. 

'■  I'm  not  f^'oiiiL;  to  loS(>  hfr.  I  let!  I  dtn  t."  he 
nnitten-d  des[)eratelv. 

He  strode  to  the  window  and  ci/ed  into  tlie 
drabiK  s^  ot  I'vinvn  Mi<-et,  but  not  with  any 
pal  t  b  ;il  ir  oiijr.  t . 

"    Da\l-..   "   !ie  suddeldv  .  .ihed  .Mlt.         '   t'oUle  heliv" 
"    Ves.   sir 

"  Do  vol!  s.T  tliat  poiU'v.  tlat-tooted  tellow  in  tin' 
seed\-  bla.  k  suit  ? 

"  Vc-^,  ^ir. 

"  l-'.\er  sci'ii  him  betorr  .' 

"  Xo,  sir   ' 

It  was  .citainh-  the  pastv-la.ed  man  lie  had 
StTii  it  lh(  book'^tall  ,ind  at  W'ateiloo  It  it  were 
smipK  an  .i.  .  id'iit  ih.it  this  shabb\-  nidividual 
bhould  li.   m  Jeinivn  ^IktI,  stiojhni^  sl-wl\-  past  the 
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lidU^f  as  tliiMiL,'h  waitiiiq  tor  smiu-bofh',  tlit>  <  uin.  i- 
lii  11'  f  was,  t.i  sav  tlir  least,  rtMnai"kal)lf. 

"  D.i'.is.  "  he  tX(  laiincil.  "  .\I\-  bo^ts  and  «  (.at." 
]\r  w.i'^  in  his  slipjifis  and  sniokinL'  )a<  ktt.  Hi' 
k\'  kid  a\va\'  the  Inst  and  piillrd  nil  tlit-  sc end. 
It  li.id  iM  .  lined  til  liim  to  do  a  little  amateur 
^li.id'.uniLi  and  <  liaie  e  what  it  h-d  tu.  The  ]).ist\- 
!.i.  >d  man  tnuk  twn  nr  three  turns  and  then  dis- 
ai-ptMiid  mti.  a  stitet  leadiiu;  to  Pie.  adiUs'  Nnw 
\\a->  thr  time  tiiT  l""iie  tn  tiimmenie  his  shadowiiiL:, 
.i!id  lir  hasteiiid  down  the  stairease  intu  the  stieet. 
Ill    .  lu^si  (1  to  the  iiiniiiiL;  duwn  whi'  h  the  in<m  had 

ih'-ali|)talr(i,   lilll    Iliithllh;   ■  nllld   he  sicll   n!    Illlll 

"  1  iHik  ill  re,  I)a\is,"  said  he  nu  hi^  rftinn,  "  jii^t 
kii  ji  all   1  \i-  wll   the  street    ill   la^e  that    teiloW  e,,nies 

h.e  k       1    want    t<p    tiiul    I'lit    il    he's   wat'  him/   this 
hi'iiM- 

\i--,    sir      Whilr    \.ai    were    awa\'    this    letter 
mil       (hiti  jKaler  hrnu^ht  it." 
I  11'    (iia\(lun    made   a   ;.;rimai  e.      He   re.  uLMiised 
hi-  i.ithi  IS  s;  rawlin,!,,'  haml, 

M\-  dear  bov,"  wmte  >ir  (iemire.  "  ("ume  to 
hill' il  111  re,  one  o\  loi  k  sh.ir[i.  I  want  to  talk  io 
\wii       Ila\e  I  oiiie  to  town  on  purpose,  in  spite  ot 

the   L,'olll 

Humph  That  nuMis  the  talk's  not  i/oinu  to  be 
pailh  iilaiU  pleasant  1  suppose  I  must  l;o  and  eet 
It     ixir       I  )iUi  e  take  th.it   snapshot  " 

1  h>-    ri  ijiie,!     was    one    he    i  ould    not    disreL;a!il. 

Ill-    li  piles    li.    the    letters    he    had    le.  ei\ed    lloin    llis 
lilliii      while     at       Will.  Ilestej-      had     been     bllel      aiul 

'■ui'whai    i\asi\c,    .1  I  .    It    Was    on    his   (  oils,  hmv  0 
'hai  he  ..II    lit  to  ha\'e  paid  hun  a  dui\-  i  .dl.      W'in- 

■ii'siii    WIS  vMih.u   lairl\-  eas\-   i.,i   h  ..i   (oiildl'ad, 

r 
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and  h.'  '  ..uld  haw  oasily  haw  K' h''  t"  Hnhuliurst, 
but  In  flid  not  wiiiit  to  Ins.'  >ii;hi  ot  Aln  la,  and  he 
was  atiaid  thai  wdc  \w  .ni,  .•  within  ^i-lit  and  sound 
(.t  his  talhir  liu  niii^ht  hnd  nouu'  dilli.  nllv  ni  inwnt- 
in^  a  snlluicntlv  pKausiblt-  rt'asoii  tov  not  >tavint;  .i 
dav  or  t\v(»  with  liinv 

\{v  knew  his  tatlur's  hatred  ot  uni)un.  Uialitv. 
and  ht-  rntfr.d  the  wstibnh'  ot  tli.'  >h  tropuhtan 
Clid)  at  [\\v  ininntrs  to  oUr  \nr<  !•-'  Iv.  >n  dfuri^c 
was  in  the  dining  room,  an  ai)artnirnt  too  bi-  and 
too  jirand  tor  Kuntort.  liri.  had  no  o. ration  t.. 
enquire  where  his  lather  was  sittin-.  When  he 
lunched  or  dined  at  the  i  hib,  sir  George  always  liad 
one  partinilar  tabk^  wlii.  h  the  waiter  took  .arc 
to  reserve  for  him. 

"  Tlioii^ht  you'd  loi-Ljotten  lher<'  was  su.  h  a  pers,,n 
in  the  world  as     h'ni     h'm     vonr  iather,  '  s.ud  Mr 
Geortie  grnmpilv,   and  lu'  oxtended   hi^   htt    hand 
He   always   showed   his   disi-leasuiv    by    his   s.  .mt 

courtesy. 

Sir  George  Graydoii  was  one  ot  a  tyjje  ot  <  ity  man 
of  whom  one  ran  see  dozens  any  day  m  the  iiei-h- 
bonrhood  u\  the  ^to.  k  !•  \.  han.^e.  lliev  are  ail 
red-fa.  ed,  well  led,  heavy  jowled,  double,  hinned, 
beefy  nun,  with  .  odhsh  eyes  and  protuberant  waist- 
M>ats.  They  generally  have  heavy  mousta.  hes 
the  .  urve  (.1  whieh  meets  the  .reas.'  m  the  double 
(  hin  and  .  .unpK'tes  a  ein  le.  They  are  mostly  s.  ant 
(,t  breath,  ..'spe.  iallv  when  I'Xc  ited.  The  Mr 
Geor^es  ol  the  .ity  are  essentially  a  j-iodr..  l  ..t 
till  hist  hve  and  thirty  years,  and  always  suiji^est 
money,  K,o..d  livim^,  \amty  and  seltishne^s  >n- 
George  had  made  a  biu  tortniU'  m  rubber  and  ..iK, 
but  in  what  way  he  .  anv  to  be  a  kni^hi  i^  a  se.  ivi 
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l)i-.i    kn^wn   t'l  hiinsilt   and  the   politi.  al   part\'   t<> 

will,  tl    Ilf    1)1-1. ■ll-((l. 

■  ||..\\  ^  till-  'J"!!!,  sii  r  "  said  I'lii'  ,  diuppini;  into 
tli.   .  li.iir  1. 1'  111;^  lii^  t.ithcr. 

•■  l-'i,r  L;.MMlniss  sake,  l-;ii>  ,  dun't  nnund  nu-  ut 
thai  ihiiniH  d  ui'Ut  1  was  in  tin-  .  it\-  \uv  hall-an- 
h.iiii  this  mwinniu  and  1  ilid  little  fist-  but  answer 
tli.it  d. idled  sill\-  qnesticu  al.s.iluteh'  ;  and  nuw  yiui 

..,ine  and     .md  the  Inst   thuiL;   \<tn  ask  is     is 

What  du  \-wii  saw  ji'seph  r' 

j.i-eph  the  waiter  Was  ■  .oinL^  nifllirtnnnslv  into 

Sir  *  ii'<  'I'Lle  s  e.i.l'. 

■  Will  I  h.i\e  Madeira  with  \ny  scaip  ?  Well,  it's 
aliMiit  till  u..rst  thiiiL'  I  .  an  take  ae. ordin^  to  those 
del.  stable  .1...  t..is.  Their  idea  ot  1  unnu;  nil'  is  to 
.  HI  ..II  e\ .  lAthiiiL;  that  makes  hli-  endnia])lt'.  W's, 
M  i.it  iia   .md  111  take  the  .  hail,  c-  ol  what  happL-iis." 

■^11  ( lei.iL'e  s  spe.  Illation  as  to  the  tdtVi  t  ol  Madeira 
w,is  .jiiiie  siipei  thious.  He  kiiew  Well  eiiontih  what 
w..nl.l  li.ipjM  II,  and  so  did  those  around  him  lirie 
saw  th.it  his  latin  r  was  workiiif^  hin;sclt  up  to  thf 
"  t.ilk  .md  lie  prepared  tor  tin-  worst  Sir  deor^'c, 
howiAer  r,iiel\-  let  aiiNthm,-;  atlei  t  his  appetite,  and 
the  s,,iip,  and  the  fish,  and  thi'  eutlet  disappeared 

hell, re    hi-   iilielled   ill'e. 

"  li.iw  alioiit  that  awkward  altair  \-on'\'e  mixed 
\i.uisi  li  up  111  .'  1  St,,  the  incpiest  is  over,  hut 
wh.i!  .ih.iut  \ourselt  and  the  woman  .'  Is  tluit 
o\i  r  1. lo  .•' 

"I-  what  .  .\-er,  sir  r 

N..W,    d..irt    iijie.it    mv   question,    I'.ri.  .      Vou 

kn..\v  pel  !i,  I  Iv  Well  what  I  mean.    I'o  judue  1)\-    that 

]ih.il.'   ;.i|ih   1  saw  ill  the  pajn-rs  this  morniiu'.  \'ou 

sftiii  1.1  he  i.,li\   iiieiidK   with  her.      It  Ka\'e  me  the 
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(did  shivers  when  I  saw  the  thin.s?,  absohitely. 
Every  man  I  nut  in  th'-  <  itv  wanted  to  know  all 
about  it,  and  wliat  tlu^  deu'  .■  .  ould  I  say  ?  What  I 
mean  is  tliat  it  was  rontoundedly  stupid  of  y..u  to 
;,'o  beanin,i<  ht-r  about  publi'  1\'  ? 

"  I  don't  sec  the  stni)idil\-.  t  )t  >  our>e,  I  admit 
the  snaj>shot  was  verv  annwvni;:,  but  I  wasn't 
ri-spousible  lor  that .  " 

"  Pra\-  don't  cjuibble.  It  voii  hadn't  been  with 
thr  Woman,  tlic  plioto  idiildn't  ba\>'  been  takt-n, 
(  i.uld  it  ?  Yo\i  know  very  wvll  wliat's  in  mv  mind 
about  voiir  tutu'v  <  arecr.  ]  \r  t.d<rn  a  lot  ot  trouble- 
about  It  witli  the  partv  or-aniscrs,  and  tluA've 
pi(  kill  out  an  ras\-  seat.  What  I  m.  .in  is,  a  lmiiII.-- 
manlv  li-llow  hkc  Von  oULjhtn't  lo  have  th.'  sliL;ht.-st 
ditli.  ult\-  in  maknii;  trimds,  and  all  Noiixf  i^ot 
to  dti  IS  to  nursr  the  ronstltueiu  \-  till  tlie  luxt  clri  - 
(lull.  Hi;t  1  ttll  \du  straiiiht  \-ou  won't  ha\e  \\it- 
f^ho^t  ol  a  (  han>  t'  il  \-oure  loimet  ted  in  an\-  way 
with  a  si  andal." 

"  That  remark's  a  little  superfluons,  isn't  it  ?  " 

"  Not  at  all.  Your  o[)ponent's  a  \uliiar,  >  ..arse 
IclloW  '. air  o!  thf  people  '  he  (, ills  him -ell  he's 
toiudit  tw..  or  three  elei  lions  and  he  knows  the  \alue 
ot  ihiowmL:  mud.  Voii  mav  lav  vour  lile  this 
atlair  Won't  be  lur^olleii.  Wlio  kuows  ?  Vou 
m.iv  see  that  phoioi^raph  ol  xdiirsell  and  Mis> 
W  liat's-her-name  enKu\L:i'd  an<l  used  as  a  poster.' 

"That's  iioUM  Use  lath<r,"  rejoined  l^rn  i  oii- 
siderablv  nettled. 

"  So  it  md\  be       It's  true  !'or  all  that.      And  it's 

not    the  ollh'  trouble  llkel\-  tu  I  onie  ..111   nl   the  tliiui:. 

1  hope  \oii  li.i\eii  1  l..r,Lotlin  what   1  told  \oii  .di.iit 
llar-ra\c  and  his  dauL;hter.      nai;;ra\t''>  the  ri.  best 
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mil'  m  >lunipin^'t<in,  and  Ins  stippi'rt  has  qrrat 
\v<  i.'ht  with  th-'  rl.i  t'lfb.  It's  up  tn  vim  t"  uin  the 
SI  ,it  unl  Milh'  ent  Haiu'iaM-  as  will  at  Ir.i  i  it  iras 
,ip  I..  \Mii  ll(.w  tlie  inattrr  stands  .it  the  pro^ont 
111"!!!'  II'  till'  (Iciii  ».' oiilv  knnws.  An\wa\-  \iin  must 
at  Mil,  r  ^it  alx'ut  putting  tlnn^s  ri^'lit,  Hargra\-c 
,iii'l  lii^  tl.iM^litrr  <uv  bnth  in  town  now.  V<>ud 
Intt'i  '.ill  this  .itlcniiMMi  and  explain  thin.u--   ' 

'  11. nr:  It.  sir.  ImiI   Vvv  nnthin;.^  in  explain.      The 
liiii,  li   Ii,i\r   ,1    pi()\erb     '  (/ni  s  excuse  saccusi'  —  ' 

.\]\(\  l!    tils  1  hr  ,  .isc, 

■  ^M  It  iiia\'.  I  kn  u  iinthinLr  abnut  ImimuIi  and 
I  il'  11  t  want  tM  1  he  pdint  that  strikes  me  as  a 
pi, till  tii.n;  is  what  people  will  think  alxHit  V'>n.  It 
(I'lsii  t  in.ittii  a  I'liw  (it  h(  ans  what  the  truth  m.iv 
1m,  t!if\  re  biiniid  to  put  twn  and  twi  t«if.;ether. 
]),.  \in\  supposi  .iii\"ii;  belie\Ts  the  Woman  s  storv 
all'  Ml  old  l)a\id  lla^^ar  wanting  to  nianv  her  ? 
Wliv  11  e.iith  should  lie  r  I  s.it  next  him  about 
tliH  I  ni'Miihs  aj:"  ,it  .i  i  it\'  >  oinj>an\-'s  dinner,  and  a 
li.ini'  1  111  .idiil  old  ■  hap  I  ne\er  met.  Liked  a  j.^ood 
stor\  .  ,111(1  t>.l(i  a  lew  himsell.  A  queiT  lot  out  m 
|, nil, II'  .1  tier  <uid  eas\-  and  .dl  that  sort  ot  thin/^'. 
pont  woiiA  tlirmsihis  about  the  se\enth  i  oin- 
iii.mdineut  \oii  know  wh;it  I  mean.  It  Ila^j^ar 
'/)(/  pi'opMs.  .  do  \mu  sup[>ohe  an\'  f^irl  in  her  souses 
woiild  ie!ii-.r  liiin  }  Vol!  ma\-  take  m\'  word  lor  it, 
sill  s  an  .id\  eiituiess,  absohitelw  " 

lli,i'  s  iiiitnie.  I  am  siiri'.  Vou  re  horribly 
im]M-i .  sir,"  bin  ^t  out  b^rii 

<>li.  I  onl\-  taki'  a  bu^iiiessdike  >  oinnioii-sense 
\  ii  u  o|  tlimj.^s  What  I  m  in  to  s,i\  i^,,  il  \'ou  <  an 
•  on \  Ml'  e  nil'  I  in  wron^  so  niui  h  the  better  What 
do  \(Ui  know  about  her  ?  " 
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"  Xntlmit,'  l)Mt  \vli;it  she  t'  till-  I  (in-nor  .iiul  wiiat 
Hac^.ir's   s'iIk  itor   s;n(l  " 

^ir  ( ii'or^c's  lli!it\'  blue  in'(<  wvyr  \\\r(\  'iii  !ii>  ^"n. 
The  l.Utcr's  rcpK'  in  .\  sc.iso  ;:.i\ '  liini  s.ifist.u  tiMp. 
It  I'.ri'  were  t>>  hr  btlii\(ul  lie  '  i>\\\(\  !i'>t  he  nn  ,1  \(>rv 
I'MitidcnticiI  t'Hitin::  wttli  Mi^s  MMntrnst',  <>r  lif  UMiiId 
li;i\r  dis' n\cvr(i  .\  littli'  iil'iit'  th.ui  wh.it  wa-.  (li^- 
tl<>^,((l  at  the  nu|iii  ^t . 

"  W'hdo's  the  \nunL;  \v<  iii.in  ivw  ':> 

'  Havni't  \]\v  Icibt  idea.  \\f  s.ud  ^nod  Iivr  at 
Willi  hcstcr.  " 

"    riuii  \-on'v('  flMtic  with  lirr  ? 

"  \\'ii\-  till'  drill  f  didn  t  \(>n  till  ini   tii.it  bctoii'  ? 

KJi'iiud  Mr  <i(<'ix;c   ]>i'  kiiiL'  up       "  It    would  ]\:i\c 

s.ixrd  all  tlii->  talk        \l  tlif  Nairn    linu'  \nn  d  l«i  ttrr 

(  all  "11  iIk    llaii:ra\c^." 

"  I'-T  the  >akf  "t  tin    v(  ,,t  ,,1   til''  danL:li'i  I   ;- 

"  I'nr  the  >aki'  nt  lii'th       ( )t  -  .-iirs(     1  don  t  want 

\,ai    tn    uiarr\-    .iiiN     paitiMilai     w.iman    ti>    ph  a;.(,' 

inc 

"'ihaiik  \i'M,  '  iiitn  ji'i  ti'd  \:v\'  .  with  a  hr\iii>v 
will'  h  wa--  (]<•'  idrdiv  iinr.i' 

•■  I  h  '  Will,  what  I  iinMii  til  ^a\  1-,  ti'Unw  mmiv 
I'Wii  tail'  \  .  liiit  III!  h.  a\  en '^  --aki'  dniil  ImI'm  t  liir 
cssriitials  niiiiii  A  and  pn^ition  (  n  t  li-i  h  il  \ mi  1  an. 
il  lint  \  Mil  mnst  put  up  with  nin  1  laiuiavf's  i;<it  t  hf 
lii>t .  and  it  hi>  intlu'  U'  r  1  mi-,  \-.iu  in  at  ^hmipiiii^tMii. 

llr'll  -1\  (    \  1.11   till    ^ ml,  ahvnlutt  1\- 

■  Anil    what    dn    1    'j.iM     in    ii  tuvn    tui     all    tin -1 
jin\  ill T-;  ' 

What  d.i  roll  liwv  '  P.ji  ^s  m\-  sntii,  (ant  \i.u 
Sfc  ?  What  <lid  1  -'  nd  \  "U  ti>  (>\f.itd  l"i  ■'  (n^t 
me  a  tiu\   -'Uni.  i     an  iiii  \"'i    -\Nriai  i  iucriii  t"  c^iix' 
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m  tli.it  1  iMMk.'d  up-.n  It  as  a  g'^nd  investmtMU  and  I 
,hnM    Oxlnrd  bcMu-r  I  always  sw  that  the  best's 
,h.   ,h<'aprst    m    the   l..n-   run.     Cambridge  is  all 
vMv  wrll,  1-iit  it  hasn't  the  \<'nr  >>\  Oxtnid.     What 
v-.n  want  n-.w-a  davs  is  tn  lub  shnulders  against 
tl„.   M-ht   iM'nple,   and  at    Oxford   von   were   Inrky 
,.„,,u-h  tni^ct  mtnalirst-la^sset.      I  know  it.     I've 
ln.,ki^d  ".p  the  nam.'s  of  vonr  ^w.U  friends  and  1 
fMiin.l  voud  done  jnst  what    I  wantrd.  absohitelv. 
\Vh\   It  1  wa--  a  ■  omi^mv  jiromoter  von'd  be  ot  ly. 
id  ot  ii^r  to  Hie,     What  I  mean  to  sav  is  you  .  oiild 
^,\  in-'  anv  numbiT  of  ornam.-ntal  dir<>'  tors       But 
til. ink  Cod  r\e  no  ncessitv  tor  that  sort  ot  thing. 
1  '..    inadr  in\   pilo  .md  all  I  want,  inv  boy,  i>  to  ^ec 
\M)i  in.tki   .1  ti;Mire  m  the  world    ' 

x„-  <,,■,,!::.■  -tu'k  his  hand-,  deep  in  hi.-  trousers 
p..krt  .tnd  rattled  his  moury  (  nmpla<  ent ly.  Kric 
did  not  duiro  hi-  lather's  lubilati.ni.  11<-  sat 
sinokniL;  L:lo.imil\-  and  mad''  no  re^ponsr. 

"  Now  wi'll  waste  no  mon  imv.  Nothim,'  like 
,„M,nptitudr  in  busnies.  (,o  to  I'nrtland  I'la'  -•  tin-, 
,,ti(.,nn.,n.  (I.  the  amiable  to  tlu-  uirl  wli.ii  I  me.in 
t..  -,u  IS  I  don't  insist  upon  your  making  h.ve  or  any 
Ml  that  t.nnniv  rot  .uid  ha\e  a  talk  with  Har.^iave 
ab-iit  n]uiiiu,L:  the  ■a!ni>aign  at  ^lumiMu-ton.  lb- 
am  i  li.id  nee  h  edie  .t'loii  I  don't  boast  about 
imne.  1  li  id  tM  pr  k  it  up  as  I  went  aloiu;  m  the 
\VM,ld  but  I  think  I  oiihl  -]\r  hiiu  points  m  the 
thri"  llais  and  b' at  liiin  but  le  s  as  simp  as  a 
iierdl-  lu-i  tl.itt.  I  hiiu  a  bit,  ,uid  he  11  be  .ill  ii^ht. 
Mmd    \,,ll.    l,r    ku-V.-    th.     iMprs.     ...    \..ii    m.i\-    t.d^e 

wh.it  hi'  s.i\s,  ,ib—hileK  as  the  nuhi.  thin  : 

"  1  suppose  it'll  be  ne.  ess.uy  tor  me  to  >ettle  iiu' 
I),  .lit  1.  .il   1  Miiuiun--  :' 
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^rttlr^  ?       Wli.it     ha\  r     vmi     ^'ot     to     settle  ? 
1  here's  niil\-  .iiir  smt  nt  jxilitiis  for  men  nt  sense, 
wh.it   I  nie.ui  IS,  thnse  with  a  st.ike  m  the  ( (>untr\'. 
Don't  \ou  woiiA    al)ont   ,>oHtus.      ■^'oiir  y.ime  is  to 
make  \onrselt  a-reeal)le     j'^m  ever\-  hh'ssed  soeiet\- 
and  .  hil)      looiball,  <  ri'  ket.  Odd  l'e!lo\\>,  Bultaloes, 
1  hantalih',  s<m  ial     snl>s(  rihe  to  all  the  Idoornmu  lot. 
Aiirl  don't  loi -et  the  I  luii'  h       The  <  hnii  h  i,-  always 
a  s.de  thmc       Hut   Har^^raxe'll  put  \dii  ni  the  \va\-. 
I'm  not  snie  whether  it  wonldn't  lie  well  it  \  on  li\ed 
at   >lnm|)ini;ton  lor  ,i  time       I'dittball's  <  omim,'  on, 
au''  It  wimld  look  well  m  the  i^apeis  to  read  '  Ki(  k- 
oll  1>\   the  liiilliant  \onn^'  landid.ite  '  or  >oniet hin.i,' 
ot  that  sort,      "^'on  ci  better  lose  ini  tinu^  in  :;(  ttnii,' 
to  work.  "  .idded  :-ir  deoree,  lo.iki!r_r  at   his  wat-h 
"I\e    an    appointment     with    ni\     sto.  khroker    .it 
three       I  shall  l»e  seeini:  Har^raxc  in  tuo  or  three 
da\s  and  di.dl  be  an.\ions  to  know  tiom  Inni  uh.it 
h"  thinks  ol   \oni    piosjx.,  t-.      Hnt  don't   loi-ct    ihc 
,"iil      wh.it    I  ni'Mi!  to  sa\-  is  sh-'s  the  tnimp  >  aid. 
B\-  jo\c,  wi.men  no\\a<l,i\s  .  omm..nd  the  -^itn.itioii    ' 
And   til, if-  .dioiii    ihe  ..nl\    tiling;   \on'\c  ;,aid. 
in\-  dear  l.iili'  i,   I  .i-n  r  with,  '  llion-ht    lar  ,  .is  he 
lell  the  diiMiu:  joonr      "  It  w.i.n't  (|iute  so  ob\  nms, 
thon-li,  two  month-.  a,L;o  .1-.  it  i,  now." 
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A  WEEK  parsed,     llrii    dravdon  never  wont  iicir 
Portland  I'la<  c  and   lU'ver  ,u.i\n  a  thoii;.d>t   tn  the 
fin  tors   lit    Sininpinctnn.      The   '>n!v   ottort    <•!    his 
fathfMS  su^^rstions  was  to  make  hini  more  n>ol\rd 
in  lii^  drternunatinn  to  tnul  All-  i.i       In  tli-ir  talks 
at    \Vni<  luster  tli'>v   h.id  dismissed   nianv   ^uIiJm  ts 
ot  whi'  h.  nTitil  he  nift  her.  he  had  taken  little  Ik  rd. 
The  ideas  ot   the  "  tir^l-' lass  sft  '     at   Oxiord  were 
nra'  tn  alK'  no  id(Ms  at  all.     Thrir  narrow  \\.<r\d  <A 
sport  and  pleasure  was  the  oiilv  one  wortli  thinkiiif^ 
about,  and  all  outride  that  world  w.in  ot  no  a-  •  oniit. 
( )t  (  our^e  the  "  masses"  had  to   work    verv   hard, 
but  reallv  work  was  the  he>t  thin;;  lor  them,  .iiid  it 
would  be  mueh  ni'  <'r  for  them  and  cvervbodv  elsi; 
it   the\'  would  ii'it   be  ^o  wa^-teiul  and  e\tra\a^'ant 
,iud    dis.  ontented       The    "first-class    set"    locked 
Mp"n  -  apital  as  soinethin;;  standing,'  (piite  |)v  ithelt 
,ind  1  Ni-tin,;^  siinpK    'or  the  sak'    .it  .m\  ini,'  w<irk  t.. 
the  '■  m.ibses  "  <uul  it  w.is  most  stupid  and  uii;;iate- 
tul    ot    the    "  working:-- lassc>       not    to   m c    that    it 
was   then    best    tnetid.      What    would   the   weiklii^- 
inan    do    without     .  .qiital  ?    th-'    "  hist-  las^,    s<-l  " 
ask<  d     tnumphanth.      H<\<ind     this     it     was     not 

lU'eess,u\'  to  ^(1 

111.    ha<l  honiehow    imbibed  the  itntinn   that    the 
I)( -t  rule  ot  life  wa.-^  to  avoid  everything;  that  was 

by 
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unpleasant  The  pnli.  v  u\  the  ostii.h  savnd  a  lot 
nf  tro.ihl*'.  His  lather  had  ahvavs  wished  him  (m 
h\r  the  life  '>|  a  "  ;4cntlenian,  '  nieanin;,'  l)\-  this  that 
lie  vsas  to  dress  well,  daiiM'  well,  shn.,t  well,  mix 
"iilv  with  the  "  host  people,"  and  ke.^p  anv  tollv 
he  niic'lit  he  tempU'd  to  er>inniit  out  of  si^^'ht.  Of 
"'urse,  he  iniL'ht  sow  a  few  wild  oats  the  world, 
that  is,  the  tashionai'Ie  world,  wonld  think  1]<<  less 
oi  hiin  for  that  hut  all  must  he  "  ^enth'manlv." 
i:rie  (,r;i\dor,  h.ul  alwa\s  had  a  liberal  iuMmic, 
not  one  peiinv  ot  whi' h  he  h-d  earned,  and  he 
ae.rptod  the  situation  without  nnu  h  thonr^-ht. 
It  had  iie\-er  o( ,  nrred  to  him  that  it  suddenly 
stranded  in  sp,te  of  th.'  hnnunrs  he  had  taken  at 
Oxford,  and  in  spite  of  his  rownii,'  third  in  a  winniiiL,' 
ei^dit  -he  would  hardh-  know  how  to  earn  his 
livin^'.  He  mieht  enlist,  but  he  would  liardlv  be 
taken  on  as  a  labonier. 

He  h.ul  not  -i\cn  inu' h  thou-hf  to  these  thin,i;s 
betore  ineetin-  Ah.  ia  Montrose  under  su.  h  strange 
and  tra;:ie  ,  ir<  umstanees.  The  -rim  st-ux-  had 
t'uved  him  to  re-ard  lite  in  a  new  liKhi  In  his 
t.dks  with  her  hi  had  dis.  oxcn^d  that  Ali.  ia  had 
nwii,,ns  o|  in<lep<  ndeiiM'  wlm  h  were  quite  fresh  to 
hnn.      One  eoincrs.ition  h.ifi  ,  him:  t"  his  memorv. 

I  h.iti'  to  he  under  .in  obliijatiMU  to  .m\  bod\ . 
J  ''■'''■  '"  hi-  tnld  I  must  do  this  MI  the  Mth.  r  thin,;.,'. 
I  w.mi  to  -,,  in\-  own  wav.  But  the  trouble  is  that 
"n-''s  a'tiMiis  are  .>o  dependant  upon  other  p.M.pje, 
Pont  \-ou  think  s,,  >  '    she  ii.ul  ask<il  him 

I'  n<\rr  o,  ,  Ulled  t,,  me  until  l.iti  Iw  pevhapS 
Vvr  .dwavs  done  pr,  ttv  niu,  h  as  I  hked.  sin.-  I 
h"  (>\l"rcl       M\-  t.ither  rarelv  troubles  me  ' 

Is  he     .-ntented   to  L;ive  Von  an  alh'waiiM-  t^ 
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ki'i'p  v'Mi   m   idleness  ?      lix'  use   my  pultmL;  ii    in 
th.it    wav." 

"  Oh.  \(.ii're  rjuite  li^lit.      Aii{).ir<T.tl\-  it  is  so." 

"  .\ik1  \i'1i'\('  im  responsibilities  ot  unv  kind  ? 

"  Xui   th.it   I'm  aware  "1." 

■'  That  due^n't  seem  tn  he  a  very  satisfying'  kind 
nt  liif    1  .  niildn't  exist  without  work  of  some  kind." 

"  Oh.  well,  I  .izet  horribly  bored  sometimes.  And 
what  work  do  \ou  jirefer  ? 

"  .\h.  you   want   to  know  too  mm  h,"   said  she 

lightly. 

The  .  finversation  passed  lo  other  matters,  and 
^lir  left  liis  '  uriositv  uns.itisfied 

Brtop^  the  week  was  over,  his  hither  wrote  a 
snappish  letter  expressing  snrpris-  that  I,ri<  h.id 
not  kept  his  promise  to  (all  on  ]iarc;ra\e. 

"  Har.i::rave  mav  po  to  the  deme,  and  Slumiiin^'- 
tMii  too.  '  muttered  dravdon.  "  It  e\er  I  do  .!.,'et 
into  P.irlianient,  aliout  whi'  h  in  mv  present  mind  I 
(loii'i  .  are  a  han,::,  it  shan't  be  throu,-h  '  nursinj;  '  a 
.  oiistitueii' V.  I've  otln-r  thin;;s  to  think  of  just 
ii,,\v  Till'  .ountry  must  .qet  on  without  my 
iltorts  to  help  ,(,'overn  it." 

lb  turned  tlir  let  tin-  ov(m-  and  eaucht  si.udit  of  a 
pw.st' ript  "(lit  the  Soiitiv  Scorf^ion,  and  see 
the  '  ..n-spoiidrni  <■  that's  started  about  the  wom.in 
wnh  thr  e\rs.  llir  h'tter  I  onlirms  mv  opinion 
abbolntvlv.  Iheies  no  doubt  she's  an  adven- 
turess " 

It  an.tjerrd  Inm  that  his  l.ither  sliould  be  so  .'a-er 
to  seize  upon  anythiUL:  that  tojd  .i-auist  .Mn  la. 
and  ai  tirst  he  rrsolved  to  take  no  heed  ot  the  su.L;t;es- 
\\.,\]  to  .:,et  thr  Scorf^ii)}!  lint,  mi  thmkin;,'  over 
the  matter,  he  derided  that,  however  disagreeable 
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th.'  leadiim  Tiii,-ht  Ix-,  lir  .ni^'ht  to  knnw  what  was 
said,  il  uiil\-  tM  l)f^  prepared  tn  deft-iid  her  if  !ie<  ossarv. 
He  sent  I)a\i.-,  tur  a  ^  npy.  The  man  was  some 
time  ^ouc,  and  nuanwhilc  (iravdun  impatimllv 
p.ii  fd  his  riM.iii. 

Had  'n  -,,  to  sr\(Mal  shitps,  sir,"  said  I)a\-!s 
Ihtrc's  been  finite  a  run  oji  the  paper." 
|-.ri(     i^ronnd    Ins    teeiL>    as   he    read.      I'lidrr    the 
P"'"''"«'    "I    a.  tni,^    HI    'Mhe   pnbh(.    interest,"    the 
writer    att.i'ked    the    "  snp.nieness  "    ot    the    poli,  e 
ni  not   lollowin-  np  "  ,.  mtv  dehnite  .  hie  "     Then 
'  anie  what  was  >  uHed  "  an  impartial  review  of  the 
lai  ts,"    and    nnder    (over    ot    this,    a    theorv    w.is 
<'\o|\cd  whr  h  made  "  the  wom.m  with  the  e\es  " 
the  lentr.il   ti-nre.     The  writer  admitted   that    his 
.u,-nnienl.   w.re   livpoth.  1 1.  al,    but    wh.>n   one   was 
"  ir.  oiistni.  tin,Lr    the    ^  .i^e  "     alter    the    lasliio,i    ,,t 
(riininal   j)!-..  edmc   in    hian^e     hvpotiiesis   had   at 
first    to    ]).>    depended    npoii.      The    letter    was    oh- 
vioiislv  intended  as  a  pe.i:  np<.n  wlii' h  to  tomul  a 
to;itrovers\-,  and  was  all  the  more  ontra.qeoiis  on 

til, It    ,l(  t  oiiiit, 

:-oiiu'  hoiii>  went  o\-er  belore  (iravdon  ( odcd 
down.  if.  was  ,it  tir>t  tempted  to  write  a  stro„;r 
''■"'■'  '"  ""■  'ditoi,  pioi.stin;,'  a;.^ainst  stateinent.s 
l'«nii,'  made  win.  h  wue  whoIK  without  foundation, 
bni  -n  i.-th.tion  it  o,  ,  urr.'d  t..  liim  that  this  was 
j'la\  inu;  mto  the  eiiemv  s  hands. 

"  I  know  what  lliat  would  lead  to.  Pov,t,.is  all 
o\.i  London  witli  '  Important  letter  troni  Mr. 
l.ii'  (.raxilon  on  it.  What  would  the  pater  .Na\- 
then?  It',-,  be.istb,-.  but  I  iiuist  iea\  e  the  thim^ 
alone.      I  (  ,in  do  ik,  ^^dud  ..it  present." 

Anotiier  week  v.ent  by.  and  m  the  meantime  he 
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hi.ppd  that  Alicia  would  write  to  him,  but  sin-  was 
silent  and  the  hope  died  aw.iv  Another  nuuil  rr 
ol  the  Scorpion  appeared,  and  it  was  >  Ir.ir  that  the 
,  (.ntioversv  was  in  tujl  swinu.  Mu.  h  was  niadi-  of 
the  photoi^'raj)!!  tound  in  the  railway  >  arriai,'e,  it 
was  om  e  more  rcj^'odui  id,  and  the  writiT  ol  one 
letter  was  \i'ry  vehement  i/n  tli>'  "  ntii  en,  r  " 
shown  l>y  Miss  Slontrose,  "  It  slu>  is  nallv  anxious 
t(.r  th''  elu<  idatiou  ol  the  nu'sterw"  tin-  \\ril>i 
df.  hired,  "  she  oui;ht  to  h,t\r  told  tho  >  orouri  the 
I  ir.  umstaii'  rs  luuler  whii  h  so  unusual  a  photo^rafih 
was  taken,  at  what  date,  and  wht-n  it  was  she  ga\e 
It  to  Mr.  Hat4K^ar." 

The  matter  worried  (ir.ixdon  inti  nselv,  and 
soniftinies  he  dreadi-d  to  ojxn  the  momma's  p.qu-r 
Irst  he  shouhl  lii^ht  upon  som.  thine,  tliat  was  dis- 
(piictim,'.  Hut  all  he  saw  was  the  stcr.-ut vjM-d 
statement  that  the  i>oli(  e  w.re  still  ini|iiirinL;  into 
tilt-  "  Wuii  hesti'r  Railwav  Tr.i-i'dw"  ApparmtK' 
the\-  wcrr  e.anpletelv  baltlecl.  Nor  had  the  shahhv 
man  with  the  pastv  ta<  «•  l)ern  seen  ai^am  in  Jernnn 
>tr(it  So  I)a\is  reported,  but  it  was  b\-  no  means 
.(rtain  whether  l)a\is  w.is  to  !«•  depended  upcu. 
At  ,ill  e\-ents  one  niuht  when  '.jiiiim  out  (ira\(liiu 
teU  sure  he'  saw  the  lellow  in  the  distan.  e. 

The  wi.rr\-  was  tj^ettim;  ('U  his  ner\-es,  so  to  i/ct  a 
eham^e  he  Went  !(ir  two  or  three  ni,L;h  •  tht  r>Mindi't 
his  old  haunts  But  thtir  i;aiet\  and  L:litter  tailed 
tu  mterest  him.  The  men  were  boisterous  and 
"  swankw"  the  women  \\ere  ni.me  or  \ul"ar. 
He  l.M.ked  mt(!  a  Well-known  nmsi'  hall  where,  at 
(,iii  tune,  he  had  liamd  anius.  uieui  lie  i  .mie  out 
lliinkme  \arn  t\ -shtiW  artists  h.id  l.-nibK  'I't.-ih.- 
vated 
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R\-('n  niiisii  ,  i.l  \vlii(  ]i  lie  was  ex.ccdin^dv  fond 
had  lost  its  dtli-^lits.  riir  nuisi.  of  the  lialls  at  any 
rato  soundrd  blatant,  harsh,  di^,.  oidant.  Hr  loiiiid 
hiinsL'll  ic.  cdlint;  the  .aim  >\v.  .t  str.iins  wlii.  h  had 
so  cncliantfd  hun  in  Win,  hcstcr  ("ath.dial,  Bnt 
It  was  not  aloiif  tlic  niusi,  whi(  li  dwelt  in  liis 
nicmorv.  As  vi\id  as  cwr  was  thr  fa.  r  ,,f  Alicia 
Monlrtjse,  as  he  had  then  scmi  it  with  thi-  dark 
lashes  wet  with  tears  tears  that  had  he  dared  lie 
wonld  ha\-e  kissed  awa\-. 

Disillusioned  and  dispirited  he  made  liis  way 
thronj^li  J,i'i(  ester  Square  to  fowntrx-  Street.  It 
was  the  hour  when  the  theatre^  and  the  halls  were 
pouring'  forth  tlieir  erowds,  and  thi»  pavement  was 
thron.iit'd  with  a  jostlin^^  muhtitudt  well-dressed, 
lU-dressed  men  ;  >  itv  men  "  making  a  nisht  of  it  "  ; 
men  with  "  sp(.rt  "  writtiii  all  o\(T  them  ;  men  ol 
the  "  r.spe.  table  '  tv})e  hurr\in,ti  to  their  suburban 
h.»mes  ;  Soho  loafers,  more  or  less  disn  putalde 
looking  and  mysterious  ;  rai^^ed  va,ijab(.nds  and  rill- 
raff  K'cnerally. 

Rt)ld,  n^.kless,  liandsome  -  a  few  ol  them  — 
Women,  some  with  their  tares  thu  k  with  paint, 
tiauntedbw  with  a  pronoun,  ed  rustle  oi  their  skirts. 
Now  and  a.^^ain  one  f<,und  oneself  in  the  midst  ol  a 
babel  (.f  foieii;n  lon.i^ues,  harsh,  slirill,  truttural, 
with  bursts  of  strident,  mirthless  lau,!.,diter.  Flower 
f^'irls  pushed  their  wares  in  the  taees  of  tlie  men, 
es[)euallv  of  those  who  had  ladits  with  them  ;  old 
bet,'f,'ar  Women  whined  for  pence. 

The  whole  su-^ested  a  spasm  ol  hurrv,  of  ex,  ite- 
meut,  of  fe\erish  life  — a  lile  whi,  h  ,in.c  liad  haii 
Its  t.is,  mati,,ii  1,„-  r.ri,  l",ra\don,  bin  win,  h  nas  n,,w 
utterl\-  distasteful. 
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"  Iliilln  (iravdxii,  ulil  man,"  >  ricd  a  \.>i.(  m  liis 
j'ar.  "  (i!ail  tu  ^rc  \'wm  h.i.  k  in  \"\\]\  alt(  r  \-(Mir 
riunanti'  .LchrntunN.  ('<anf  int"  tlir  (  .t!.  I  !n\ir- 
sal.      I  want  \"  lia\i   a  talk  witli  \nn  " 

The  speaker  was  Tidds'  >t.  Manr,  an  uhl  ihIKl;!.' 
ilnini.  friaxd'in  was  not  sonx'  tn  -I't-  hnn  He 
was  inst  ui  tin-  nnnid  t>»  \u,\iv  In-  ti(inlil(  •-  into  soinc 
fricndh-  car  '[]\r\  i)Mslird  ilnir  \\.i\-  ilnMii<<h  itii- 
(I'lwd  <tt  nun  and  wunu  ii  t  lunn^insj  tin  \ .  siilmlf, 
and  sat  duwn  al  one  ot  ihr  tables.  1  he  .m  was 
terribly  li"t  and  <  lose,  and  hi,L;lil\-  ■  h.ii'jrd  with 
tdbaeio  sniuke.  St.  Manr  urdLred  wliisktys  and 
Sodas. 

"  Ytui've  been  ha\-inL,'  rathei  a  biis\-  tunc  l.it<l\-, 
liaxt-n't  \ini  ?  "  said  M.  Maur.  "  I  know  nollini^ 
bevond  wliat  I'xc  r(-ad  in  the  jJajHis,  .,t  >  oursi-,  bi;i 
it  was  snttii  ifiU  to  niaki'  nu'  <nw  \ou.  .\n\liow 
It's  odd  Wf  ^lioidd  niirt,  b<i  ansc  I  hat.!  tin  jai\ili'ui' 
this  ver\-  da\-  of  sciiiif^  thr  lad\-  ot  tin-  tra,s:i'd\-, 
and  now  that  I'w  sei-n  hcv  i  rn\y  \oii  nmn;  than 

ever.  " 

"  You  saw  Miss  Montrose  ?  "  ex.  lainied  draxdon 
t\i  itedlw      "  M\'  deal"  >  hap,  tell  nie  all  abont   it 
don't  speak  too  haul       We  d(/n't  know  uho  ni,i\'  be 
listenin,u." 

"  All  rit^ht.  It  came  al)ont  b\-  ae.  idi'iu,  as  niost 
things  in  this  world  do.  Tins  inornniL;  I  was  in  the 
ottii  e  ot  Perrv  and  Latimer  ttuy'xr  In  en  i^ood 
enoiiLdi  to  t:i\'e  me  a  l)riit  or  two  I  bi  lie\e  it's  not 
eti(|iutte  tor  a  barrister  to  i  all  on  a  soh,  it-a  ; 
liowe\-er,  I  did  it  Pi  rr\-  kia  w  nu-  when  1  was  a 
bo\-.  I  was  ii;  his  outei  oliii  r,  \\h(n  oin  ot  ih'- 
most  eraet  inl  women  1  <\<y  ^aw  m  nu  hie  .  .iine 
-•ailin^;  out   ot    Perr\-'s  pri\ale  room      ->he  wa-  in 
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mourning,  and  wurr  a  thi.  k  vtnl  so  tliat  I  (ould  nut 
sec  her  fare  ;  hut  it  if  (  orresjxmdrd  to  Ikm-  tif^MHf  ;,lu; 
nuist  lie  i^lorioiisly  handsonn-.  I'(ir\'  ti>ld  me  who 
slif  was  Miss  Montrose,  who  fit^urt'd  so  proniin- 
cnth-  in  tlir  Wiiv  hfstfr  mnrdcr  i  asc" 

And  what  did  Perry  yav  about  h(»r  ?*  "  tnqnired 
dravdon  ea,L;erlv. 

Well,  as  a  inle,  law\'irs  don't  talk  ahont  their 
( lients'  .lilairs,  Inil  P(rr\-  and  I  are  \-er\-  old  Inends, 
and  he  let  ont  one  or  two  things  oi  (  ouise  on  tlie 
strii  t  (XT.  If  Seems  old  Hat,^i,Mr  dit  J  worth  a 
million,  Imt  without  makint,'  a  will 

There's  no  neeessit\-  lor  seereev  so  lar,"  hrokt? 
in  (.ra\-don  hastilv.  "  Perrv  said  as  mueh  as  that 
at  the  in(|uest.  Fie  liavc  exidenro,  you  know. 
I  must  have  beiii  friLrhttullv  nniddleheaded  not 
to  tliink  of  lNrr\-  and  Latimer.  The\'  were  the 
old  man's  sdji,  itois.  I  ouLjht  to  ha\e  i^one  to  them. 
I  hi'L,'  \-our  I  ardon,  Tedd\-,  tor  interruptinj:.  You 
don't  know  what  I'm  talkint,'  about." 

[hat's  ot  no  ((inser|ui'ner  so  loni,'  as  vim  know. 
As  \-ou  sav,  the  t.ii  t  of  there  beine  no  will  is  no 
seu-ct,  l)ut  it  se.jiis  that  Mr.  Ha^fiar  meant  to 
make  one.  He  eonsulted  Perrv  and  Latimer  about 
his  intentions,  but  nothinL;  was  set  down  i^n  jjajx  r. 
KonndK'  speakim,',  he  meant  to  lca\r  all  his  fortune 
to  Miss  Montrose,  wliethershc  niarried  him  or  not. 
Pi  rr\-  was  surprised,  after  th<-  >  ouversat ion  ':.* 
had  with  Mr  Hau:.i<ar,  that  the  old  m.an  started  to 
ii'liun  to  jamaira  without  i  arrvini-'  out  his  inten- 
tion. No  will  has  b.cn  toimd  aiudiow  1  Ia!.,'L,'ar, 
it  s,  1  nis,  had  uo  lioiiM'  ot  his  <iwn  in  I'lerhmd,  luit 
iumx  cd  about  tr..m  ln.trl  i..  boaiihuij-house  and  b.e  k 
aijam,  so  he  .  ould  haniU'  Jia\-e  anv  ludinu  uku  es  " 
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About    thr   sc,  rci  \'   \ini    talki' 1   d    jii-^t    unw 
whcic  dm-,  it  I  diiit'  in  r'  '    a^kcil  (jr.udun. 

"  >ini})ly  that  Miss  Montvctst'  doesn't  want  it 
known  wluif  she's  li\inj^'.  ( )t  i  nurse,  it's  luituivd 
f-n()Uf,di,  seeiiif,'  the  nitt(inet\'  slie  i-.unetl.  V(ai'\e 
sei-n  tlie  disaj^reeabh'  K'tt'T-.  tlu-  ScjKfHon's  been 
jtiibhsliin^,   o!   (diirse  ? 

"  Yes.     Thi'v're  disgrai  t-iul  and  hbeUous." 

"  It  the\'re  libelhius,  the  girl  h.is  her  reined\-. 
Slie  ran  j)riH  eed  against  the  paper,  l)nt  she'^ 
silent." 

"Win",  of  course."  flashed  out  draNclwn  indit,'- 
nantlv.  "  Slie'd  only  lower  herselt  b\-  taknij.;  notii  e 
111  the  gadflies." 

"  H  m,"  said  St.  Mam  nuisin,L;l\-.  "  Von  think 
that,  do  \'ou  ? 

"  Thnik  ?  I'm  sure  (jt  it." 
Well,  I  suppose  vou've  a  rif^dit  to  be  [)ositive, 
seeinji  that  yiai  ouf^ht  to  know  the  lad\'  better  than 
auNiiiie  else.  Rut  troni  an  outsider's  point  ol  \iew, 
there's  niiK  h  ground  h»r  argument  that  she  knoua 
more  about  the  nnirder  than  she  >  ares  to  sav    " 

ihc't's  a  monstrous  assertion,"  tried  (jia)'don 
hotlv. 

St.  Maur  looked  steadily  at  his  iriend  and  noted 
the  anprv  glare  in  his  eyes  and  his  (jni\ering  nostrils 

"  Mv  dear  (»ld  ehap,  don't  get  ex<  ited  over  a 
men-  opinion.  Ever^btxly  has  a  right  to  his 
opinion,  you  know.'' 

Ol  eourse  —  of  rourse.  I  beg  vour  pardon/' 
said  Graydon.  '"  I  onlv  sav  that  it  vou'd  onee  met 
Mi-s  Montrose,  it  vou'd  seen  her  gloriou'^lv  hand- 
some tare — Von  told  me  I  think  that  she  was  (  josely 
veilrd  tlii--  morninc-   it  vou'd  one  e  heard  the  nni'  ie 
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(,f  licr  Vi>K<'  and  Lad  .<nm-  under  ihc  nuigir  of  her 

cys,  'x'du'd " 

"  Be  in  h>\r  with  ht-r  as  yon  evidently  arc,  i>\A 

chap." 

"  111  l(,ve  with  her  ''  "  repeated  Gravdcni  desper- 
ately.    "  Well,  perhaps  I  am.     What  then  ?  " 

"  1  don't  knew  exeejjtinfi  that  if  it  was  mv  «ase 
I'd  k<ep  a  tipht  rein  (»v.'r  nivself.  It's  so  easy  to 
be  in  ass  where  a  woman's  ( (inrerni'd." 

'  And  it's  e(inally  easy  to  he  an  ass  when-  she's 
not.     Oi    tlie   two    I'd   rather  be   on.-   ot    the   hrst 

kind." 

"  Docs  she  know  that  you're  gone  on  her  ?  " 

"  '  V  dear  (hap,  is  there  a  man  li\ing  who  ran 
answer  su.  h  a  (question     I  mean  m  the  first  stage-, 
of    love  '     Women    never    givr    thenis.hcs    awav 
How  ran  one  tell  ?  " 

■'  A  man  may  never  utter  a  .syllable  on  the  subje.  t 
yet  a  woman  knows  all  the  same.  As  for  Miss 
Montrose  and  her  magical  eyes  they  must  have 
been  very  remarkabh'  or  they  wouldn't  have  been 
])hotop;raphed-  ■ 

"  Therr's  been  tar  too  mii' h   made  of   that    i on- 

t.anided   photograph    " 

"  Never  mind.     On  your  own  t\idruie  the  lady's 
.\fs  aie  maL'iial,  and  we'll  lea\<>   it    at    that.     Ihr 
id.  a  that  orrurrrd  tome  while  we  were  talkmg  ot  lo\ , 
|iU7,7.1es  is  that   possibly  it   is  on  \-our  amount   sh. 
d.  -,ires  to  be  left  m  retirement  and  imposes  seciei  \ 
<,n  hi-r  solieitors.      1  don't  mean  to  br  uii'  omplimen 
larw   but    supjiosin;^  you're  not    at'eptabh-   to   hei 
and  that  she  s  afraid  vou  might  follow  her  up  ' 

Cravdon  made  no  reply.  Th«'  same  thought  had 
tnteied  his  mind,  but  he*had  (  ruslu d  it.     He  was 
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detenuiiicd  not  to  relinquish  the  pursuit  until  he 
was  thoroughly  satisfied  there  was  no  hope  tor  him. 

"  There's  another  wav  of  looking  at  the  thing — 
what  1  nKi\-  .all  the  i  onii)limentarv  wav.  Put  it 
that  she's  tak<'n  kindl\'  to  \imi,  but  that  she  does 
kuiiw  sunietliiUL:  and  doesn't  want  to  entangle  \ou 
iintlnr  ui  a  \  ei  \-  awkward  l)usiness  That  would 
lie  (iidu^h  to  make  her  keeji  her^^eli  ilaik,  wouldn't 
It  ?  " 

"  1  don't  know  what  tu  think,  "  said  (ira\di>n 
\agnt  K' 

It  lie  h,id  an\-  thought  at  all  it  was  that  as  a 
dete.  ti\e  lie  would  luirdlv  ])ro\-e  a  sui  icss  or  it 
Would  li.i\e  (..  lurreil  to  hun  long  belore  to  go  tn 
l'tiv\-  and  l.atnuer  tor  uitoiniation  i  oU'crning  Alii  u. 

llii  tw<.  trieiuls  smoked  siltiuK'  lor  a  <  oupK-  «il 
munites  The  leader  ol  the  ori  he^tra,  a  sufxib 
\iMliinst.  had  <  ouimeni  ed  a  ^ulo,  whi>  h  he  pla\ed 
with  -dl  the  i)assi«inatf  tei\.aii  ot  the  inusi.  ian  who 
is  a  li'ini  alti^t  I'iie  tenderness  ot  the  uielalv 
•  Old  th'-  mtenMt\-  ol  leeling  sliuwn  b\'  the  e.\e-,  utant, 
h.id  a  siMithiui.;  et'e.  t  on  draxdou,  who  hatl  tound 
liun-i  ll  !"'■  ounng  unreasonabh'  irritable,  although 
lie  w.i-'  (juite  I  ons.  ioiis  the  lauli  was  his  and  not  St. 
Miiiii  's 

!  II',  'lid  I  hap."  s.iid  the  latter,  when  the 
.il'plause  tollowmg  the  solu  had  died  awav  '  I 
ilont  want  to  tuui  h  u])ou  an\  idiitroversial  matter, 
be.  ause  it's  (|uite  .  hai  that  \du're  persunallv 
intvn-sted  in  this  temble  business,  and  I  might 
nnintentionalh-  tieMd  on  Nmn  toe*.,  but  do  \ou  mind 
ttlhiii;  me — vou,  wli..  have  nikde  up  voiu  muul  >>n 
the  matter  what  your  theory  of  the  traged\-  ib 
iHsigii  or  a.  eident  ' 
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"  A' I  idi-iil  must  tcitainh./  ixilcUniid  draNdun 
witli  iir.{ihr.sis  "  l)(»  voti  know  tliat  tlifr>''s  nnx  a 
murder  in  a  tiaiii  whiih  i  an  hf  s.iid  tn  lia\r  l)rtn 
(ill  iViiditati  (i  r'  lakr  thr  tir^t  i  a-c  nn  rci  nrd  in 
l-.niland,  aiuhnu  l>id  Miillir  Mt  diit  with  tlic 
nitintidii  (it  ;liaii!j  Mi'.  Bi  ifii^N  to  tlcatli  !■'  Not  a  bit 
ol  it .  Hf  didn't  know  Hriu^-'s  iiom  A(hini  Hr>ini]il\- 
^aw  a  will-io-do  old  iiiijli  man  do/in:'  in  a  hr^t-i  kas^ 
ronipai  inuni  and  lir  \\,intr(l  nioni\'  I)idI.(lro\' 
fxjjfi  t  tw  nitt  t  Ml.  (mkl  whi-n  lie  set  out  in  the 
niorninu  t'l  jMt  nioii.'\-  sninthi  \\  •-  Thr  \\hol(^  thinj^ 
was  ()nr(  h'  <  han-  c  Was  tht'ic  an\'  iraMin  \\h\'  thi' 
a'-sassin  ot  nooi  Mi>s  ("anij)  siimild  ha\"»'  ■^tle.  t<'d 
her  tor  his  \i'tnn  --axe  that  --lir  hajjpincd  to  W 
traxaHin^  akiiir  "r"  W'a'-  thi-rc  aii\'  <-\adrn'  r  oj 
|iii-infditati.in  ni  the  .\histliani  tnnmi  ni\->tfr\  ? 
Not  a  [laithk-  K'l  .kliti  \'  wa-nt  the  motive  m  tlic 
kist  .  a^i',  lint  it  ua^  ^o  m  all  thr  otlur^    ' 

"  I  admit  till'  loll  .  ol  \,.iir  r\ainjili-s,  but  wh.it  ot 
the  jir(  sent    mstaiii c  ? 

In  the  pir-rnt  instan' !•  tin-  tdlow  m  thf 
(  om|)aitmrnt  ii'-xt  to  that  m  whih  Mr  Has^iar 
was  tra\(llm!^  wa>  oiit  l-a  lublji  i\  it  it  ■  anu-  in  hi-. 
\\a\",  i)ut  not  ni-M'>-sai  il\-  a  robherx'  m  the  tram, 
mil' h  ie^s  a  mindir  lb  w.i^  in  hi^  .  i  impart  nii-iit 
b^'toif  Ml  1  lai'L: ar  fiiti-rcd  i  he  train,  and  If  <  oiildn't 
possibU  liaXf  anti.  ipati-d  who  would  \<v  hi^  iit-ndi 
boui.  HiiW  .  oiild  hi' till  that  Mr.  Hau;!-;.ii  wasiM.mi; 
io  tiax'.'l  ahiiii'  uliiii  Miss  M.iiitrosc  ai  i  ompaiiifd 
tin-  poiii  Hall  111  till  \f\\  dooi  <il  till'  I  an  iaL'f  ? 
How  v.as  hi  til  kiiou  that  Miss  Nbiiilrosr  w<'idd 
ItaNc  him'  No,  thf  wlr  •  business  was  purrK- 
1  haiii  !•  ' 

Vou\f  inadr  up  your  mind  llun  tliat  the  man 
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in    til'-    n»'xt    '  ninpartment     \v<is    the    ab^safsm  ? 

'■  It   .  nnld  br^  ii"  Mtlur.      Hi    -.iw  tlii>  t^'ohle  old 
111,11)  I  i.iuIiiil;  .1'  iu^->  t!u    I'li'.tt'.nn  .  ]\r  ■  "uhl  t.  11  l>\- 
Mix;,    MmiiIiov^.    (1p  .x    thai     !!ii\-    \v(  rr    [Ruple    "i 
111' Mil--,  and  n<i  d"uht  h''  >  aimht    i:;ht  ni  Mr.  Haj^f^ai  s 
Willi, il)lc    iul)\-    ■,'ln\vin,i,'    in    his    bhi'  k    satin    >(  .iri 
i:\'r\tliiii^  \\a^  111  his  la\"ur.      \h   had  his  roNdlvor 
Willi  hiiii,  hr  kii'W  the  rattlr  nt  thn  rain  .ind  the  noi>r 
,.t  th.    wind,  added  to  tin'  i"ar  "t   the  ti.un,  \v..!ild 
dii'U  nllii  !<['"i  l,.i.nd  In- was  t.inpt  rd     riidi>til»t<dl\- 
Iw  (-1  aprd   whrn  the   tiam   was  -ii^^nalk-d  (n  slop 
l|r  llii.-w  his  nl-tn    ami  '  .ip  ni   thr  'anal,  bcan^r 
)i,.     tiMii'd     lli''\     would     l)rtra\-     hun       (M    '  "ur^t-, 
•h!^  !"!!"^«.-  was  the  assassin,  ami  it's  .i   in.u\(l  thf 
j>'>li  f  !ia\rn  t  tr.i.  kt d  hiin  down  " 

"  And  the  photograph  ot  thr  j^iils  i  vi's  what's 
\"\\v  throiA'  al'oiit   th.it  f 

"  I'xc  no  thfoi\'.  How  an  I  havr  when  tiinr's 
nothing  t"  ;^"  upon  ?  WV  n'  bi-iind  lo  at  *  r>pt  hrr 
r\pl, Illation.  \Vli\  shouldn't  we?  Mranwhilc  I'v  r 
h.id  rnoiigh   ol   thi<  hf.it   and  siii'ik*'.      Let's  '  [car 

o'l!      " 

I  lir\-  thiradi'd  thru  way  lhroii_;h  thi-  labvnnth 
ol  tablis,  indilt'Mriit  t'l  till'  battrrv  ot  .-yos  tnrnod 
npcii  ihcin  i>v  loudly  dirsscil.  unat ta' h('<l  ladies, 
aii'l  11  ,1'  hril  the  lobb\-,  ini'  ons'  ions  that  thtw  woro 
b'  iiu'  w.it'  hid  b\'  two  in<'ii  sitlini;  at  a  t.iblr  m  thr 
.oiiHi  mI  the  looin.      TIh'si    two  cx' han^;cd  L'lain  fs. 

'  \\r  liaMii't  uot  mil' h  loiradrr,  Bnt,"  said  tln- 
tat  onr  with  thr  |).ist\  la' c. 

■    .\(.  L'ood  In  111!^  in  d  huirw'    irjoinid  thr  othrr. 
tall,  dark  .ind  sunbuint.      "  W'r  ic  only  iu-^t  brj^in 
mm:  thr  ^,um'.      I  hr  trllow  hasn't  <  allrd  at  Talbot 
U'insL  three  times  m  one  week  tor  nothmg. 
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Gravdoii  and  his  frinid  [i,irttd  at  Pp  (  adilb, 
Cir(  lib,  St.  Maur  to  go  iioitliw.ird  and  i:\u  to  sauntri 
to  his  rooms  in  Joinnn  Stuct.  He  niado  up  hi~ 
mind  to  <  ,dl  tlic  next  tnomiiiL;  on  Pitia'  <uid  Latinit  i 
and  get  Ironi  thi'ni  Miss  Montrose's  address. 

H<'  ne\er  saw  tlie  sliadowy  figure  keeping  i  H.-r 
to  the  houses  and  tracking  luni  \vhcre\rr  hr-  went 
stopping  when  he  difl,  and  a-  >  ounnodating  his  pa'  c 
to  his  wlienever  it  w.is  ne(  ("~sa 

dravtlon  was  ui  no  humour  lor  sleejiiiiL:,  his  hr.iin 
was  lar  too  ex.  ited.  H<'  walked  as  t.ir  as  ifvde 
Park  Cornel,  smoked  innumer,i!)lc  pip' s,  and  at 
hist  I  rept  into  his  house,  wcarird,  but  m  better 
spirits  th..in  hi-  liad  been  tor  da\s  i>a^t. 

The  ni.m  wlio  had  been  wat.  hin;;  him  waitc<l 
until  tli(  door  i  lobcd,  and  slunk  tiw,i\-  eastward. 

Ilio  next  da\-  I  i  ii  tarried  out  his  intention  of 
(ailing  on  tin-  lawyers.  .^Ir  Perrv,  ot  <  ourse, 
rei  (ignised  him  and  reirned  him  aftablv- 

I  sliould  be  happv  to  nt>lige  \du,  but  I  i  ant 
gi\c  you  the  address  ot  Miss  ^^llltrl•se  without  her 
permission." 

"  CertamK-  not,"  replied  hir  promptly.  "  Will 
you  ask  lor  that  jh  rmission  ? 

Y(-s,  I'll  write  to  her  It  will  prob.ddy  be  a 
I  oiipii-  ot  days  lielore  I  iii  rivr  an  answer    ' 

"  Two  da\s,  "  thought  (ira\don.  '  Th.it  will 
mean  she  is  either  li\  ing  at  .i  distau'  e  or  ma\-  be 
st.ix'mg  with  tri'Mids  in  the  >  ountr\-.  II  she  weio 
in  town,  it  ought  not  to  tak(>  two  da\  s  to  '  omimini- 
(at(^  with  her  and  to  re.  t'i\-e  her  answer." 

At  the  !  me  appointed  liri.    entered  tlie  soji,  itor's 
ot!i<'es.     Mr.  Perr\  re^eived  him  with  a  sl\  smile. 
1   eongratulHtc   you,    Mr.    Graydon,"   said   he 
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■'  MissM-mtrose  haspormittedus  to  at.ccdf  tn  v')ur 
rcqiubt.  I've  written  down  her  addresi,  and  hero 
It  is:  Vine  Ojttage,  Moreden,  near  Uxbridf,'«\  " 

Fii.  thanked  the  lawyer  b.-mewhat  in.  ..h-rrntlv, 
and  hurried  awav.  What  sh.mld  hf  du  ?  Write  t.. 
hrv  ?  Yrs,  ..t  .nurse.  He  <  .-uhl  n..t  >  all  upon  her 
,1-  tlmuph  she  were  hviim  at  gu.:en's  Cate.  In 
l,,,ndon  «.ni'  .  nuld  drop  in  witliont  n-'ti'  «\  stav  half- 
an-hour.  and  then-  would  l)e  nothniK  ni  it  hevoiid 
„„rr  politeness.  But  to  take  a  journev  into  the 
,,,uiitrv  to  see  a  ladv  was  a  niueli  more  serious 
attair.  Had  he  not  better  writ.'  and  make  .i  m"  .md 
ir.pi.^^t  n.unelv.  that  he  m^ht  be  all..\v..l  to  ■  ome 
down  .md  s.-e  li.r  ? 

He  dismissed  the  idea  eont.'mptu..uslv.  "  !<'"' 
mu.  h  .ereinonv."  he  muttered,  "_Whv  n.>t  ,l;o 
bol.lh-  down     take  her  by  surprise  ?  " 

\h  arriv.Ml  at  Paddingt.m  StatL.n  ab.>ut  a  cpiarter 
past  !..ur,  and  t.amd  tli.'ie  was  n..  tram  h.r  half-an- 
hour.  Had  he  n..t  been  s..  ..e.upied  bv  pleasinR 
anti.  ipati.^ns,  he  would  hav  n..ti.ed  that  he  was 
..llMW.'d  into  th.'  b.M.kiu.g-oth.v  bv  the  verv  man 
whom  li.'  was  s..  anxious  to  meet  -the  -'ilv,  shabby- 
u.iite.I  individual  m  the  tnlbv  hat 

Hut  he  n..  lom^.r  wo  ■  a  hat  ot  this  shape,  n.-r 
w.i-  h.  M^  nist\  bi.e  k  A  tw.cd  suit,  tr.-m  its 
liai^uui.'ss  probablv  bought  n.-.  ..nd-haiul,  and  a 
bowler  uow  di->tumiii>lu  d  liim  Ihis  m.in  was  .  \'<><' 
b-'luud  (riav<lon  wli.  n  the  hitter  to..k  he.  ti<  ket  to 
Ixbrid^;.-,  aud  dir.-.tlv  h.'  uttei.'d  th.-  w..rd  his 
sha.l.'wer  ^hd.'d  awav  and  sent  oil  a  (elegram 
Theii  h.'  ieturn<'d  to  the  bo.>kinK-<'fhre.  to..k  a  ti<  k.-t 
also  lor  I'xbridge,  and  went  down  by  the  same 
tram  that  conveyed  ICri.  Graydoii. 
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On  .urivint,'  at  Uxbiidf:;^,  Grdvdon  put  up  at  ,in 
inn  in  the  IliRh  Street,  ordered  a  steak  tc  be  ready 
for  him  .it  seven  n'(  hx  k,  and  set  nut  to  find  his  way 
to  Moreden,  not,  indeed,  to  i. all  on  Alii  ia,  but  to 
m.ike  himself  ai  quainted  with  the  whereabouts  of 
ViiK  CoiiciKf.  lie  discovered  liiat  Moreden  was 
some  two  miles  from  I'xbridLfe,  and  that  Vme 
Coltiifj;e  was  ab(;ut  a  mile  further  on,  a  little  di.-tam  e 
dnwii  a  somewhat  lonely  lan(\  whii  )i,  after  a  '  ir'  uit, 
(  ur\(  d  ba<  k  to  the  ri\-<;r.  He  was  tempted  to  ;;..  as 
far  as  the  (  olfa.c;e  and  indulf;e  in  love's  voun-  dream. 

He  reai  lied  tlie  <  otta^e  and  noted  its  is(ilat(  d 
il  pii  turesfjue  situation.  He  was  .ilmust  in'  luied 
to  .iltei'  hi>  intention  of  deferrmj;  his  M>it  until 
the  ni'.\t  dav,  <ind  stood  lor  some  minutes  debatmj,' 
the  matter. 

It  shall  be  to  ni>.:ht,"  he  dv>  idvd. 

He  returned  to  the  inn  sat  down  with  ,i  liialtli\- 
apf)etite  to  his  steak,  and  then  str^lh  d  nui  e  ni'uc 
alon:^  the  road  to  Moreden. 
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Ai.KTA  MoNTRosi;  was  walkiiii,'  up  and  d^wn  the 
MIT-nth  hiwii,  an  <>p.Mi  letter  in  lu-r  hand.  ^ho 
had  '  lif'^on  a  |)rrtty  rctr<at  — a  >  harinin;^'  htth: 
,..ttai,r  "11  tlic  baiilo  nt  a  brain  h  ot  tli'^  ('<>hi<'. 
11' .11  (.lie  I't  the  prettiest  vilhi^'^  in  Bu<  kiuKhani- 
^hire.  Tlie  ;;arden  ran  down  tu  the  (liar  ripphn;,' 
^trrani.  and  thr  lawn  wa>  hord'-rcd  on  two  side-, 
with  Ixd^  sliKhtlv  raided  where  the  .lutninn  tiower>. 
rf\-.  Ihii),'  in  tnll  blown  luxuriance,  were  bc^uinnmi,' 
lu  re  and  there  to  show  reigns  o(  ('xlian>tion. 

I'Mi  three  weeks  Alieia  iiad  pa->ed  a  pea<  oful 
rxi-triKe  at  Vine  Cottage  and  the  rest  steadied 
her  nerve>,  but  had  brou.idit  no  repo>e  to  hn  nnnd. 
If  was  not  nieivlv  the  rerollcetion  of  the  tra}4e<iv 
that  opp>re>-ed  her,  but  ^ouKthinji  that  had  hap- 
pened sinee  -oinethin;;  that  had  carried  h''r 
nienior>"  baek  fne  \ears. 

Kcpo>e  and  iiuetion  were  not  Miitrd  to  iicr 
trini-xranieiit.  Despite  it-,  rural  i  harm,  Vuk- 
Cottage  w.i-  lonely.  Ali' ia  did  not  hcl  it>  loneli- 
ness ill  the  dav-tinie,  when  the  >un  wa>  >hiiinm 
and  the  bird>  twittering,  but  a:^  the  gr.\-  sombre 
rvriung  ajiproaehrd,  the  ipiietiide  and  i^.-ilition 
brouj^ht  with  them  a  nerxous  depn-s.ion  whr  h  at 
tunes   was  almost  unendurable. 

105 


106 


THE    iCYFvS   OF   ALICIA 


Part   "t   hff  ieH>i>n^^  for  M'pkiin<  a  quiet  retreat 

was  ti upv  Imr  niind  in  wntiuLj  a  novel.     She 

had,  e\<n  bpture  It-avinj^  ^i  hool,  tried  her  hand 
.it  Utrr.irv  work,  not  >o  mu' h  that  she  hk^d  the 
dnidi;<rv  and  ^ii--tained  effort,  as  that  it  was  not 
I'nlv  an  <Hitlrt  tnr  th'"^  thought?  that  at  times 
opjir(>.-><'d  her,  Init  it  cn.ibli'd  hor  to  indul^r  hi  the 
roniani  e  tliat  helonfjed  to  her  nature.  While  >he 
had  hri-  prn  in  her  h.ind  and  was  alone  with  h<'r 
inuii,'! ninth's,  >li(-  tdt  hfiv  When  she  was  in  the 
iiiM(i(i  -he  (  (Mild  not  put  down  her  word.-:.  fa>t 
(  nnii-h,  and  n<tt  undorstandinf^  the  necessity  of 
rr~tianit,  \vv  out]'ourin^^  had  a  wild  luxuriant  e 
V.  hi'  h  hardh"  i  onnnended  it-^ell  to  prai  tnal  editors. 
1  he  -tories  -^he  >ent  to  inagazuie-  came  ba'  k,  and 
she  would  li.ive  l)een  di^eonrai^ed  had  not  one 
knidl\-  man  takm  the  trouble  to  write  a  few  hints 
I'll-  her  Ruidani  e  whieh  she  did  not  tail  to  heed, 
and  the  re>ult  wa^  that  the  next  story  she  f(*r- 
warded  -howed  >\vh  si.^ns  of  impro\-cment  that  it 
w  >s  aeeepted. 

Ihi-  was  the  "  work  "  ^he  had  alluded  t<  in 
the  di^'  tission  with  Erie  already  mentioned.  For 
the  monnMit  it  was  a  >e<ret.  She  was  morbidly 
^-t  ti--itiv(^  as  to  what  others  mic^ht  think  of  her 
ettnitr-,  and  at  first  she  u>ed  a  pseudoin-m.  But 
-he  was  ainl>itious,  and  -he  was  saiii^'uine  that  in 
time  she  would  earn  her  own  livinp  without  difh- 
Miltw  She  had  lor.L,'  pondered  over  her  projected 
iio\t'l,  and  she  had  determined  to  begin  upon  it 
diiei  tl\-  David  Happar  had  ceased  to  trouble  her 
and  had  j^'one  back  to  Jamaica. 

But  late  had  inter\ened.  David  Haggar  no 
longer  worried  her      death  had  removed  him  but 
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as  for  trouhlr  it  li.ul  nnlv  Ju^t  .  omni'MV  t^d.  >hc 
had  made  hall  ,i  dn/(  n  attiinpt^  tu  ^tart  tlie  novel, 
but  her  brain  >eeined  ^  a-t  imn  It  v  lii^-d  to 
tnivel  tn.m  thr  -nx.ve  mt-.  uhi- h  it  h.ul  been 
din.  n  by  the  ternlile  ev.nl-  "I  that  M-'iinv  julv 
ni^ht,  and  n.Hher  wnid-  imr  th<'ii,i:ht^  t-.  dm  .  t 
ihrni  w.iuld  M'nie.  Titne  atl.r  tune  Av  ha<l  tlui 
down  the  pen  in  dfsp.ur,  and  with  a  ter-lum  of 
l,„pline>-^  and  a  -en>e  ot  di- nura-eni.Mit  that 
iiivanablv  -Mid.d  in  troublous  f..rebodiui;-. 

At  -U' h  uKunent-  -lu'  thou-ht  with  a  teiid.-r 
1,-1.  t  ot  the  i.lea-ant  h.Hii>  ^h.'  had  -p<  nt  willi 
l,,ir  (iiavd.'U.  >h.^  nu-cd  hi^  kiiullv  >unl.',  In- 
,  h.'.-rv  \oi.  f,  and  his  ea-v  and  -vnii)atheti.-  niann'  r. 
lb  uimlit  n.>l  be  very  brilliant,  but  h.^  wa-  h..n--l. 
and  h..nestv,  .he  had  t.Mind.  wa>  rare  m  the  w..rld. 
She  had  a  vasne  i.  .din-  that  Av  had  bem  wantmt; 
in  i:ratitude,  and  had  n..t  >h.'wn  the  ..uihden.  e 
111  hini  that  h.'  de^er^^■d,  when  >h<-  alt.r.d  her 
pl,in>  -udd.udv  and  ru>hed  into  hidui^. 

Apart     Ironi    her    literary    and)iti..n,    th- re    wa- 
;,n..ther  eau-e  \ur  th."  pre-  ipitat.'  >lep  -h'^  had  taken. 
The  rr.ul   part    wa>   that    ni   regard   t..   this  other 
,  au-.\  >h.^  dared  n..t  ..p.'U  Ikm   heart    to  (.ravdon. 
^h'    had   indeed   been   sorelv   tempted   t..   write   t.. 
Inin,    but     had    f..ught    mi.  .r,-iullv    .i^'am-t     th.' 
1.  nipt,iti..n.     They    ha.l    parted,    >hr    t..ld    li.r-.  It. 
I.  t    that    iLiitin^   remain.      >h.'   w..-   nw.-h.'d   m    a 
(h.inia   ..n    v  hi- h   th.'   ■uitam   had   ..nlv   pi-t    b.en 
rai-.d,   and  what   the  n.'Xt   a.  t   would  di-.  lo^e  ^h<: 
kn.'W  n..t  ;  but  ht  it  b.'  what   it  might,  she.  would 
stand  at.)ne     she  w.uild  briuf;   il'  oiie  el.-,    into  it. 
and  least  ol  all  lui.    (irayd..n. 

>h.j  thouRht  she  had  settled  her  plans  with  regard 
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to  him,  wlini  she  \v<is  sfMit  into  a  flutter  bv  re- 
((■i\-inc'  a  litter  Imm  Pcrrv  .uid  L.itimor,  ( on- 
tiuniit^  tin-  rr(|iirst  made  to  tliem  bv  <«ravdoii. 
In  an  iii'^taiit  h'T  icsobition  wab  shaken,  and  li("r 
liraii  ioii-ht  .i'mmisI  \\r\-  indLZincnt. 

"It  \\a^  'lr\cr  ot  liiin  to  pn(]uirf  ot  Mi.  P.-rrv 
\\]]'vr  1  \va-.  I'oi  all  that,  i  Tnu>t  rctti^'.  And 
\i\  \>  ih'ir  an\  harm  ni  >''>  hil;  him.  -<iy  oti' e  .-' 
I  promi  td  1  \sould  lit  linn  '.ill  npnn  nn'.  I 
oii,L;l!t  tokcpiiix-  word  It-  tri;.;httull\-  Inimdunn 
ch'wn  li'  re,  hut  I  ti(-l  --at'  ,  'Ih'io'fl  he  ii"  daiiL^or 
111  ti Dm;  him  what  I  int(Mid  to  d<<  I  h'cl  at 
tijU'^    1    mu^t    l:o  lu.id  unlr>>  I  talk  to  >onironi\' 

'r-lw  had  iumikIs  wIkii  ex  er\thinf4  li.id  to  i;i\-f 
\\.i\-  [II  impulse,  ,hk1  so  she  answered  Mr.  l'eir\-  m 
the  attirm,tti\e,  and  p^'sted  the  letti'r  lieiselt.  Yet 
the  \t  r\-  instant  she  dropped  it  into  the  box  she 
repented,  and  she  returned  to  \"ine  Cottai^e  d<Hibtful 
and  uneas\  .       Tli'Mi  she  laughed  at  her  lears. 

••  Ini  a  hiol,  '  ^he  Mi(-d.  "Its  onK'  natural 
the  man  shoidd  l)e  i>olite.  Hell  >iniiilv  write  a 
letter  lull  ot  I  oinnioiipla<  es,  and  that  11  be  the 
eiul  of  It  all." 

Hut  in  spite  ->(  this  I  oin  lusion,  and  m  sj)ite  ot  her 
ende.uoiii  to  K  '  ard  laii  (ira\(loir>  desire  tor  her 
addie^s  as  .i  sini|'le  .I't  ot  >  oni  teh\',  she  was  strailf^elv 
nenous.  .\11  the  next  dav,  she  eould  settle  to 
iiolhini:.  h\er\  tiling  seeniid  out  ot  car.  The 
piano  WMS  harsh  and  disiordant,  tlu'  books  were 
uninteresting.  e\en  the  garden  and  the  river  tailed 
to  please  her.  A  do/en  times  she  wished  she  had 
told  the  Kiw\-ei  not  to  <^\vv.  (rravdon  her  address. 
It    would   ha\c   been    wiser   had  she   said    th.it    he 
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l.-tter.     But   it   was  t.,n   hitr   Inr  wishes  whrn   tlu- 
thiim  was  d<.nr. 

\  riivumstanrf,  trivial   m   its.-ll,   Iml   in   h-r  un- 
,,i„„,.d  state  ol   mmd  suttbirntlv  s.  imus  t..  xkuma- 
h..r?o.vunv(l  .luriiiL;  the  (1,lv       H-r  inaui  srrvant 
;in(l    unlv   r,.mpaiii-iii    iv.  eiv.d 
.■tt.->  t    that    h.i    inuth.T   had 
ill   and  that  th.-mrl  must  rcme  hoinr  at  ui,.  e. 

•'01*nuvs.'Vnullhavel<M.:u,'.aul  Ah.  .a,  ■hut 

.  Hut  vou  -et  a  wuinaii  t me  m  dailv  wliih-  vuu  iv 

-uviv'^      I  shall  !).•  quite  ah.ne  v-ti  kii.iw    • 

••  111  trv  imss  I  don't  like  l.avuu.  vu,  but  H 
,  ant  be  helped.  I  think  I  kimw  s,,meone  ni  the 
villa-e  wli..'lld<>what  vnu  want    ' 

I,  turned  nut.  however,  that  the  woman  ould 
,i,,t  ,ume  until  the  morrow  and  so  tor  that  iU\ 
Mi.  la  would  he  bv  hersell. 

•'he  hours  wore  on  and  it  was  dusk.  Ih.-  house 
-  ned  stranuelv  I'-nelv,  and  tin-  ^ih  .1.  .•  and 
sontude,uot  upon  her  nerves,  >lu-  w.-ut  out  luto 
thr  f'ardrn  and  stood  u>v  s,,ine  lun,  at  the  little 
wi.  ket  gate  leading  into  the  laiu-. 

she  wi^lied  lat  someone  w..iild  pa^s  One  or 
txvo  tarm  labourers  tnuhged  bv,  ami  lu  -  ouutrv 
tashion  said  good  m.dit.  -hr  returned  th.-ir 
oivrtmg.  When  she  no  lou^.-r  -aw  th.-m  her 
t.ehni'  ot  h.ueliness  be.  am.-  nioiv  mt.-n-r. 

sli,.  wand.M-ed  baek   into   the  gardm   an<l   then 
duwntoth.Miver.but  turn.dtroniitwithashudch-r 
The  swish  ot  the  rushes,  the  ,  roaKing  ol  a  Irog,  the 
splash  ol  a  leaping  fish  wer.-  gh;.stlv  s..unds. 

Returning  to  tl.'  hou-e  through  the  prettv 
tr.lhsed  por.h  she  «  losed  the  door  and  bo  ted  it. 
then  .omL'  into  the  sitting  r n    du-  pulled  down 
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tlic  blind  and  lit  the  lamp.  Tlu-  (  hcerfnl  li^dit 
dissipated  her  \aL'nc  tears  tor  a  brirt  sjiat c,  and 
she  sat  down  to  the  piaim,  hut  she  was  m.t  in  tlif 
\(in  tor  ninsii  .  Still  an\thin^  \va^  hi-ttcr  than 
thai  d(*|)n'SsinL;  silfn<  r,  and  lur  hands  floated  o\(  r 
the  ke\s  without  an\-  (  onsi  ions  iliin  tion  ti<.in  lui' 
mind.     Snddcidx'  ^hc  stop]H-d. 

Her  finf^ers  had  somehow  wandered  into  an  old 
SI  hool  j)ie(e  slie  had  not  i)la\ed  lor  vear^,  a  tuntasia 
oi  elaborate  and  nninspired  ornamentation  whi.h 
she  I Duld  remendjer  haxini;  pertormed  at  ;i  pri/.e- 
i^iving  celebration  with  ureat  sn^  ■  ess.  She  •-praiii,' 
to  her  feet  in  a  trcmour  ol  ner\"<iusness 

"  That  I  shonld  ha\-e  re\-ived  that  hatetid  piei  e 
to-niglit  !  "  she  i  ried  a^itatedh'. 

Well  did  she  rei  olhi  t  the  last  mi  asion  when  '-he 
had  i)la\'ed  the  fantasia  It  was  linked  in  her 
memor\-  with  a  pair  o!  dark  jieiii  iratint^  masterful 
eves,  a  bold  handsome  j)rofile  -  handsome  at  ha'^t 
it  appeared  to  her  girlish  fancy  an  erect,  if  slightly 
swaggering  carriage. 

Ali<  ia  had  been  introduced  that  da\'  to  a  man 
who  was  destined  to  pla\'  an  important  part  in  her 
life.  He  had  been  brmight  to  the  prize-gi\ing 
function  bv  the  relatives  of  a  fellow  {juj.il,  and  his 
compliments,  uttered  in  low  earnest  tones  and  with 
a  fascinating  smile,  had  caused  her  heart  to  flutter 
with  a  strange  thrill— a  thrill  which  almost  frigh- 
tened her  for  she  had  never  lelt  anything  like  it 
before.  She  was  then  scarcely  sex'enteen  and  this 
man  appeared  to  realise  all  the  fanciful  wayward 
dreams  of  girlhood. 

Indeed  she  saw  in  him  something  more  than  the 


^,.,,1; 


,.f     A,- 


^  o  t^i  f 


rr  o  1 1  '"1  T-^  <- 


V^ 


TAPPING    AT   THE    WINDOW       111 

knight    a  Sir  Galahad  wh..  luid  ai^M-an-d  at  th.; 

right   moment   to  give  her   livedoin   and   indrpcn- 

denre      Kx>  ept  t.,r  this  romanti.    id.a,  she  might 

not  have  surrendered  so  ,-;.silv  to  hi.  las.  uuitions. 

As    It     was,    she    wiUullv    de.  elVed    lierselt       ^he 

I.Mtamlv  wa<^  not  so  deeplv  >n  love  as  to  be  bhn  . 

t.,  a  rertain  flashiness  in  h.-r  Cahtliad  \vlu>  h  ouuht 

t.,  have  warned  her  tliat   she  was  taking  a  lea,,  m 

the  dark      But  a  hxcd  r.solve  had  posses>ed  her. 

she    w..uld    never    marry    DaMd    Haggar.    and    to 

rend.'r  this  impossible  she  had  .  ommitted  an   a.  t 

ot  lollv  whieh  she  never  <eased  to  repent. 

Higgar  had  made  no  so  ret  wt  Ins  mteiiiiou^  m 
r.iiard  to  his  ward  He  look  the  piopnetre^.  mto 
his  .  onhdenre.  01  >  ours*-  she  told  the  ^cvernesses. 
and  It  was  not  h.ng  before  it  was  known  throUKh..nt 
the  establishment  that  Ah.  ia  Montrose  was  to 
marry  a  millionaire  (hieetlv  she  lelt  school  The 
bare  mention  ol  what  was  in  store  tor  her  always 
maddened  the  girl,  and  il  her  .rho.AtelloWs  wanted 
to  annoy  her  they  only  had  to  say  some'thmt'  about 
"  an  old  man's  darling.  " 

-\nd  then  ?  That  iatelul  meetm-  had  ended 
uia  roman.e-a  romance  )i  ,m  whu  h  all  the 
puetry  sorm  fled,  leaying  b.-hmd  stern  reality 
and  vain  regrets.  The  a^t  of  tolly  she  had  per- 
petrated was  succeeded  bv  bitter  repentance-  a 
repentance  which  came  too  late. 

The    fantasia,    with    its    trite    variations   carved 

out  m  the  style  whi-  h  has  now  passed  away,  had 

brought    back   the   miserable  story   ..f   her   eirhsh 

impetuosity,  roman.  e  and  misplaced  trust. 

What  was  that  ? 

She    looked    round    shrinkmgly.     Surely    tlure 
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\v;is  a  tapj-ini.'  a  s.  rat.  liins  ;a  the  windnw-pane  ! 
W'liv  had  ^lir  not  .  lostd  the  shuttfis  ^  ^lu-  daivd 
iidt  api-roaih  the  wiiidtiw,  and  she  listmcd  with 
l)i\iliiiL'  hi'.iit  lur  a  ri'iiriitiiiu  of  the  sonnd,  hut  it 
,li,l  n,,t  . ciiic.  I'dhaj)'-  she  liad  ahirm-'d  hivself 
1111(11.  ssl\-  ,  til.'  sound  nKi\"  lia\-f  htcu  hut  thf 
ti.ippuiL'   .il   a  l.iosr  brails  h   ..t   thi-  .k-cixt  against 

til.    jiaiif. 

Then  It  ...,  lined  to  h.-r  tiiat  it  niiLdit  he  a  ims- 
s.iiLrr  ir.iiii  ill.'  \v.iinan  whom  --h.'  cxp.-.  ted  on  tlu' 
nioirow  Ma\i  !•  tli<-  mi--^-.  n^ri  had  tir-^t  kuo.  krd 
,ii  ill.-  lioor,  and  t.-.  ii\uu:  no  ir-pousi'  had  i;one 
I,, 1111. 1  t..  thr  wind.iw  Ah.  la  wtiit  into  the  hall 
and  op.  lied  th«'  d..oi.  TlifK-  was  n.i  uno.  Still 
thinking  anil  h.'puiL;  it  niii-iiit  \>r  thf  woman  or 
sonif..nt'  lidin  h.  r,  she  ,  ullid  1i«t  I)\'  naiiii'. 

111.'  iK\t  moiiu'iit  sill  was  ,  oiitroiitcd  h\-  a  man 
v.h..  ipp.  and  Ix-toif  iin  so  swddriilv  he  =t'emed  t'» 
r  |ii  un'  .  iul  ol  till'  ilarkii."'S. 

■she  ^-hiank  ba.  k  with  a  i  rv  ot  ttrror. 
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••  1  iiupc  T  haven't  frightfivd  \i,\\.  Mi-^s  M..ntrosc." 

^h.'  \va-  luo  t.'V.-ifii'd  t(.  tix  1».t  .vt-s  stcadilv  "n 
ihc  man.  and  liif  voi.  •■  iiK  n-a-cd  luT  fright,  lor 
^lir  knrw  tluiM"  ra-^i-in;^'  tout- 

"  I  -iippiisc  I  ina\'  romi'  in  ?  " 

sht>  ..add  nutk.-  n..  r.'plv  With  hev  liands 
pressf.l  ..n  li.r  h..s.,m,  -he  l.-ant  airain-t  th.-  wall, 
iitttrlv  di  I'liv.tl  .'I  stron^'th 

"  ^ilt-n. f  uiv.-  .on-.nit,  "  and  with. ait  aiKiiluM" 
wuid  h.'  .•nt.r.al  and  .  l.-d  th.'  (hM.r  She  wat.  hcd 
hi^  pr.H  .•••dinK^  in  a  kind  ..t  -jx  .<  id.-'^  tern.r. 

••I'.iliaps  v.in  don't  remenib'T  ni«'.  Mis--  M..nt- 
ruse.      But    thf   lijdit    i^n't    ..vcr  ^:..od   h<r<-      May 

1  '  " 

H.-  in-innat»d  hi-,  arm  within  Ikm-  Slu'  was 
h.liil.'-s.  d.-v.ad  .<t  .n.'ruv  and  p.iwir  ..1  r.'si>tanre. 
H."  l.'d  h.  1  int.i  th.'  r.i.iin. 

I  hi-  lamp  r.A.al.d  a  h-an,  dark,  t  ii;.'nsh  ta. .'. 
»  y.s  hard,  .  ..Id,  ami  k.'i  n.  ht  with  hm  <■  fXidtation. 
Ah.' la's  L;a/.»'  was  hx.d  np«.n  hiin  Tas.  inatimi, 
.  iiii.i-itv.  wiM.'  inin{.'.lfd  with  h.r  nnmi-t akahh- 
t.  1  i.a- 

1  IV.'  var-  had  pa-s.-d  siiv  <•  she  had  la-t  '.ii'.k.ii 
with  this  man  sIk'  r<int'mhrrpd  it  as  tluui^h  it 
Wivr  yt>tirdav  ,  it  soundt'd  th.-  first  !iott>  i>t  tratfedy 
m  hi-r  i-xi-l.-n>  .        il    ha<!  -r.  ..tl ,    dt.  p  d    iii"'  th.- 
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old  dav-^.  Ho  had  then  a  dark  t^dossy  nv.u^ta.  h.-. 
hi^  rv^  w.vr  Uln^MlHhlnl.^  his  vm,  e  <n\t  ;ind  in- 
MHuatiiu'  All  th.-r  .hara.  trn^ti>-.  ha.l  <  luin^vd, 
■uui  thr  nin^t  marked  dittrvPiKc  had  ...me  ab.ait 
by  '.ho  ivmnval  ot  tlu-  muusta.  h.v  A  ninuth  thiu 
lipprd    ^tiaiLTht,  .  nul,  wa-  rovral.d. 

H,.     voir     iH-.k-     tho     Ml.,,,  e-        IhAV     stiam.lv 

It  s..nn.l.-d  !  It  did  nnt  mtui  l-  b'-l-n-  n.  tho 
,nv..nt,  b,i'  t.,  tl,.'  pa--t  It  .airird  hn  ba.  k  t.. 
tho  tun.'  "t  ii.  1  irirlh.Hid. 

•■  Yn,i  n-  al..M.-  I  snv  vmir  ^.-rxaiit  :m.  un.t ,  .t-.ul 
1  happ.n  1-  knuxv  ^1,.-  -..t  .  .-nuiu-  ba.  k.  It  wul 
br  pl-a^ant  to  t,dk-l    •!•    "'n.-.  w-nt  it  ^ 

11..  l.imd,.-.l  hai-hlv,  an.l  ,itt.uipt,-d  \«  i»il  liw 
arm   n.und    h.-i    wa.M       Mu-   i.-.-'i  d,    and    La   th..' 

fiv^t  tinv  t.iiiiul  \"i'  ' 

••  [),,nt  t.Mi,  h  ni.-     d..,,  t  tn,i.  h  UK-  !       di--  -  ri.d, 

in  qnivt'iansz  a.  •  .'lit-.. 

H.'  laimh.  d  unpl.-a-antlv. 

••  1    d.tn't    nnd.  v-tand    v-nir   ^iddm    iivrr^.m    t,. 
mf    drar  AlMa       W, 'v.    n.-vvi    iiad  ,i  .luaiivl     uv 
^^evn^•t  marrird  l-.,,..  .maiud.       I  adn.ii  th.- .pi^udo 
whil.    I'.-.vt.d    ns    wa.    viv     nn!..;  •  uu.it,  ,     v.t     I 
thouRht     I     kn.w    v.ai    MithM.-ntlv    tu     b.  Ii-av    it 
w.aildut   ni.ik.'  aiiv  dilba.  U' -^  ni  v^m    ,.tM.  huu  ni 
t„   me.     The   i.attrni   wit.'  -ti.  k^   t..   h.r   hu^b.m.l 
whenever  nii-t.irtune  ;n;iv  n\.  rtak."  hnn 
'■  It  isn  t  thiif     It  i-nt  tlmt  ' 
"  Wh.it  i-  it,  ih.ii  '  "  ^;ii'l  !"■  bniMpi.i\ 
^he  .  oiild  ni.ike  n..  r-  plv,  .mlv  ,  ..v.  r  h.r  .n-.s  a^ 
if    t.)   shut    .^nt    th.-   -iLdil    ..t    hnn       lb",    t....,    w.i - 
silent.     Hi>  thm  hp^  tiL,dii.  n.  <1,   tli.'  tigerish  ^1^^ 
in  his  eves  beeanie  m-a.  i»r-.nt'Mn.  ed 
"  Stijipose  we  k'  i  j: 
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"  and  the  main  and  inoontroveitiblc  fact  is  that 

viai're  mv  witc." 

'    A  wit.-  onlv  in  name,"  bn.kc  unpul-ivLlv  tr(.m 

li<  r  lip- 

•  V,,n  ,  an  l>ut  it  that  wav  it  vou  hkt\  but  it 
ni.tk<-  no  (Ult-icn..-.  llww'r,  M.me  <ovx  nt  anti- 
qiuit.d  lull. -I  that  ih.-  M^paratiun  ..!  hu4xind  and 
witr  Inf  a  .  .rtain  inimb.r  ul  vrar-^  tiv<-  them  tioin 
niatiiinunul  nbh^atmn^.  It^  a  [.(.pular  -■nur. 
,v.-ii  ^vl^u  th.-  >  a^e  i-  nn.-  n[  dexrtmn.  But  I'v 
11.- v.!  d.s«  Tt.d  vou.  I  wa^  torn  tr«un  vuu  bv  "  tlu- 
mini. .11-  <>t  thr  law,'  to  u-r  a  drh^httul  inrlodra- 
„,;,1,,  phia-r,  ju-t  altri  tu,  .uipual  knot  \va-  tied. 
'  Nupti.il  knot  '  I-  L^nnid,  (hai't  V(ju  think  -o  ' 

■'  What  th.  \'ni  want  }  "  -aid  -hr,  with  an  cHurt. 
•  N.ithiim    but    vou.    Ah.  ia      Voui-   fnoui:h   tu 
( .Mit.  lit   .iiu-   ordmar\    man  -iiivlv  !      Ve-,    I   want 
nn-  owu  and      \'V'-  >  onic  to  .  hum  mv  own 

-^h,  -ndd.nlv  turn.  (I  and  l.i  cd  hun  ^h.'  had 
a  i,„,k  in  h.  r  .-w-.  win  h  hr  •  ould  not  inr.M  He 
kntw  -111-  did  Hot  li.lii-\i-  him 

■  rh.i.t  1-  ii-il  vour  obj.  .  t  111  tioiiljliui;  111'",  '^'i'^ 
Ah.  i.i  wiih  .  uiiihaM^  ■  At  ,dl  .Avnt^,  il  it  b.-. 
1,  t  m.'  -a\'  1  repudiate  the  lit-dit  vou  a-~uui.-  I 
(l.ii't  'A, lilt  ti,  -ee  vou.  Id  rather  ii..t  know  voii. 
X,,lhuiL'  «  111  <\'r  m.ike  mr  think  Iin  vour  wile. 
Hra\en  kiou-  I  \.-  biiieilv  repented  the  dav  when 

I  Was  mad  eiioin  h  i n--iii   to  inarr\-  Vou       I'.-i 

hap:^  the  In-t  time:  to  happ.  n  wa  ■  wh.  n  Vou  w.ie 
arrested  oou  altei  ..anim:  out  ol  tin'  .hui.  h  11 
..nlv  it  hid  Ineii  wh.n  we  Were  iiiteriiij;.  Mill, 
-h.'  add.  d  luii.ilw  ■  I  v,a.  relea-id  m  a  wav  I 
^h..uld  oiih-  have  led  a  hh'  ot  iuim'I\  uith 
\ .  Ill  " 
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"  Thank  yon  for  the  comphment.  May  I  ask 
how  you  know  that  ?  " 

"  I  refer  you  to  the  newspapers  containing  an 
account  oi  your  trial.  Your  r(^rord  wa>  pubhshed 
in  full,  and  there  were  .  omments  on  the  arrom- 
plished  ras.  al  and  swindltr.  ■  GentU^nian  Fred,  as 
you    were    (ailed." 

"  All  lie--,  "  he  broke  out   fiercely. 

She  shruf^gi-d  her  !-houldcr>. 

"  Lie'i  or  not,  there  wa-  --utli  irni  tr\ith  to 
ronviui  ('  inc  that  th<'  man  wlio  calls  iiimM-lf  inv 
hu-^band  i^  a  liar  and  a  thiii  Hul  wr'v<-  .-aid 
eniaigh.  rndt-rstand  that  no  powrr  on  earth  will 
t-vt-r  mak'-  me  ai  knowh-dgf  you  a-  inv  hu-band." 

"  That  w  alter  the  (act  that  \ou're  my  \vil<c 

To  ^ii  bat  k  .  .  .he  time  when  \ou  wt'Pt'  ^ay  what 
you  like  now  iu  l"ve  with  me,  y.ai  ,  ant  ac>  u-e 
nie  ot  any  wronn-domi;  toward-  you  " 

"  Nd  wrong-doing  in  entrapjang  nie  into  a 
marriage  ?  Why,  that  ;. vs  the  >vronL'-(loing. 
Wasn't  it  xhowu  al  the  trial  that  \ou  w.r<'  utterly 
pennilc'^,  that  you  lixed  on  \ouv  wit-  in  oilier 
Word-,  that  \ou  li\fd  b\-  -windliuL;?  Hid  vou 
tell  me  aiutiiing  ol  that  when  \(M1  per-uaded  me 
ti.  run  aw..y  truiu  a  lite  that  \\a-  irk-ouie  a  hie 
that  I  tl  tl  Iroin  )u-t  becau-'  I  had  not  -iitti.  lent 
patient  e  tu  eiulnre  it.  and     and  tor.itlii-i   iva-oii:-? 

Nn,     \n\l     pa  — etl     Nour-ell     ..|t     tn     ine     .1-     a     111111     of 

pin|irilv.  a  man  ot  i;o,id  lamily,  a  man  wli..  liatl 
11..  >  ale  i>v  th-audit  in  the  world  saxf  tor  in.'.  Was 
it  e.\t!aiird!ii.ir\-  I  -li"uld  l.ax-.  li  len.  d  to  \><[\  ^ 
.Ml,  I  li.it.    in\-elt  now  wlh  n  1  tbnik  mI  it  ' 

-^h,     ti.nib!<d   MoleiitK       ^'et    -iir.K-   th.  v   was 

.  ,  I.;    1.     ...  .1,. .....  1 

"M   lueiiliui;     ri-i-     .UM,   ..      iHi-     i>i.>ii      ..i.: 
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hpr  iTi'Tc  than  the  iciollc'  tinii  n{  that  fat<il  a'  1  of 
hit-.  Hiui  th(~  (  OHM  i(>Ubne->  that  bv  law  he  (  ouki 
(  l.uni  lioi  .1-  his  wife  ? 

"  I)i.n  '.  Itt  n>  (iii.iirc!,  '  -ud  he,  in  a  t<inc  ..f 
puiiteiv''.  "  Sup{)<'>in!4  I  achiiit,  I'T  the  >ake  of 
ai^riun'Mit,  that  all  vuve  -aid  i-  truf,  >till  Vvc 
i,iir  itdi  cniin:.'  point.  I  lo\ed  \ihi  tiien,  Ah'  la, 
I  -wvar  I  did  1  1"\<'  v'>u  now." 
Hi-  wiird-  i'i!l\-  iii<  rea-':d  her  \i  rror. 
"  (,(«  t,^o  !  "  --he  I  ried.  pointing  to  the  door. 
"  It'-  toftnii-  fov  nie  ti>  li-l'Mi  t<i  \'on. 

■  iMrtuic  ':'  "  he  reptatt  d  "  Whv  on  earth 
-liMiiM  It  he  t<  rtnre  ?  Sav  I'm  a  ro-^ne,  a  -windier, 
a  thK't,  how  'an  that  .itfc  t  the  (pif  -tion  lA  \'-vo  ? 
\''\]  nri-t  lia\e  lu\-id  nK>  m  th<-  "M  da\-,  nr  vu 
WMiildM  t  lia\t    married  me." 

"  \n\\  tdi.ei  t  th.i<  I  wa-  bn'  -fneiite(  n  and  .i 
'-I  h..Mli:irl.      Wliat  d«'C-  a  -  hoolfjir!  know  ..t  love  '-^ 

\\\\\,   we  ne(dn't   dt-' u--  t/uit  point.      Ij>ve  .-r 
111.  1m\  (  ,  \V(^  re  inairied." 

"  (  )h  it-  int..l(Mal>le  !  "  -he  .  ried.  throwniL;  uji 
h,  V  ,uni-       "  What  .im  I  tn  do     what  am  I  t<i  <l<^f 

"  It  \<<\\  Like  Tii\  tip  \-MU  11  -av  nothnic;  and  do 
iintlun;:  \  \<  ^'"t  in\  plan-  about  \oii,  and  that's 
whv  \\r  I  ho,(  11  1m  jnok  \<'n  up  I  daic  -.i\'  I'm  .i 
r-iij'erthiou-  per-oii.  but  you  <  ,in't  ^et  rid  of  me. 
Til'     l!n-;li-ii    marnai^e    law.-    aie    beantitiill\-    ■  "U- 

-tni'  ted.        W'olll    <rod    hlth    jolU'd      let     llu    111,111    put 

a-under  and  all  th.it  -oi  t  <>\  iIiiul;  1  tau'  \'  in  our 
ia>e  it  wa-  th'  de\il  wlc.  did  the  joinum  bu-me-.. 
He  likes  to  meddl"  ui  -U'  h  matter-,.  Aiuhow,  nu' 
thret  ve.ir-  peii.il  i-n  1  i^i-'und  t<>r  a  di\'Uie.  ^nd 
11  it  were  Iin  not  .-o  -ur(^  \  -ai'd  make  use  ol  it 
Whv  not  ?    '  -he  a-ki  d  herccly. 
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"Oh     their   are   rr;i-'n>     1    Ica-.-e   von   t..   «ue.^ 
th.'in      But    we    n.Tdnt    wa-tr    tnnr    m    talkln^ 
al,.ml   what    .ni;^ht    hr.     In.   -nlv  .  n,,. -nud  with 
thinu^  a>  thev  are.      JnduniK  tmm  ulial    I  x-  read 
in  thr  pap.r>.  v-u  haven't  had  a  h,.d  time  th^    U^l 
three  vear>   -plmtv  nj   mnn.  y  and  imthmL;  tn  d-., 
and   a   milh-m   <>,■   ^o   awaitm-    v-.i    xNhnievr   v-m 
^hn-r  tn  r^av  vc..     Whv  didiit  vnu  ^av  \(-? 
"  ThatV  nn  roneerii  <it  vnnr^. 
••  I  l,pq  vmrpardnii.     It  ^s  niv  . -ui' m  n.     dh-i.'^ 
.u-  h  a  thm-  a^  bi^amv.     Thank^  to  th^"  n.AviMp-r- 
1  kn-.wall  about  von      N-m^  to  uv  von  i .rt,,,,  v 
,„p,.pcl  nn  the  thin;,'.     Whv  didn  t   von  niarrv  th^' 

old  'hap  ^    '  ,    ,         ^  '■ 

■■  >,-.  tli.Lt  von  .  '>nld  havr  l.Ki'  kiiMilod  me  ^ 
•■  \\r\\  oi  .o,n.>e  tluil  wa^  o,,       Hut   -ni   o|    i;n-- 
l.uid    vond   havr    b.rn    ^ate       1    d^d.t    whrth-M     1 
.liould    have    l.othrn-d   abont    v-n      abhon-h^ 
he  pauMMl  and  hx^d  hi~  ev-  npon  li-n,      '    \o.,   1 
thmk  I   dionld.      A  thon^and  piti.-  \oniv  not  oM 
Ilaccav'^  widow.      Hi^  laxvver   -aid  at    tho   mqu-  m 
Iha't  the  okl  man  d'-.l  withnnt   niAnu  a  uiU       l! 
vond  marn.d  him,  the  ta.  t  ol  th.ne  hnn-  no  wil 
wonldnt    have   mattered   .i   i"W   -t    bean^.      \  "U  d 
havr  had  hi^  lortniv  all  the  >ame.  " 

•■  In  >]Utc  ol  inv  havin-  <  onimitti  d  bi-amv  ." 
■■  Humph  Hut  \vould  hav.  m.tdo  ..  litilo 
,!,H,Ten— upp.-mi;  vond.h..  M.  to  Ih  np,...n,ut 
,„.  Hut  ue  ,o,dd  ra  iK  have  ,  onv  to  .onv 
ananpMivnt  Anvhow,  vouir  -/■-/  tho  old  man. 
,v„low  o  wr  needn  t  talk  al-nl  it  Would  N  on. 
likr  to  knou  how  I  ionnd  von  out  :  Hv  ,,  •  ubnt 
I  ^.iw  in  th.  p.ip.i'  what  had  hai)i)rnrd,  ami  I 
made  It  mv    bu.me«    to    ^o    to    \VmuR>iei    ana 
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,.,U..u  v,!uthcr  th.  Mi-  Ahcia  Montr...e 
..ucuuoned  was  nn-  Al.  la  Montro.c.  Ot  mur.e 
.he  Nva..  and  I  tL  .uRht  U  a  vcrv  u.noa.  ruina- 
deni  < 


"  What     wa 


(  lirinll=       I  <> 


int  idcn 


It' 


ihe 


doinatidrd    qui'  klV- 

•  That  I  4iMuld  Imd  mv  witc,     hr  pau.cd,  a>  it 
,„    ,,,„t.d  t..  dvu-.-hmnc  the  wmd  - -•  m  m.  h  an 

"d'l  \\a\-." 

••  Whv  di.lut   vnn   makr  x-ur.rlt   known   tn  nit 

xvh'  !i  \"ii  w.i-  .It  Wnu  hc-tcr  .'' 
'■   \i   Wuv  iir-tcr  '  " 
■'Yes.     I  -iw  vnn  at  th.    raihvav  .t.iti.m     vnn 

,111(1  aii"lhtM  man."  .  ,, 

'■  And  did  vou  -,<■  mc  at  the  nuiut^.l  ^ 

■■   y..ii  wevt  at  thf  inque-t,  ynu  .■" 

••  ,)i    ,,,m— .      I    uantrd    t-    >ati-tv    mv^tlt.      A^ 
„    ,,„,„,l  .,,a,    1   ne-thit    havr   tmnl-ltd    v^n    wtiv 
,,„,tx   w.llm.vide...      vou  and  tt..  Johnnie  who 
wa.  han.mu   amnnd.      Not    a   vtiv   n.  t   t  nn,     ,. 
,n,     v.niv    hn.band     to    .ee       1    u^^it    tl-    onK 
,.„..  who  ~aw.     The  newspaper  nun  were   hnuAW^ 
,,H,nd   vo.u   and   the    bounder,   and   a   pivtlv   >on^ 
..n^r  .A  Xhr  ^.^nn^\uiy^'  uv.idv  oi  thr  ihm^.     Have 
;.,.„.,.,  nth^>...^eK^     IveaM.pvhore.     \  ou  d 
,„,,,,-tak.not..ot  what- beini,^>aid  about  v-m 

lb-  dumcrd  thr  pape,   tioni  ln~  po,  b  ^      It    ^^.i> 
Inlded  .o  a^  to  diow  th.  n  production  ol  the  photo- 

,maph~.     Mv  'a-l  a  ni.  .iiu  ntaiy  ^rlaiu  t  at  ta-  pa-e. 
l)ut   wa^  silent. 

■  Well  f  ■'  h''  i'\'  laiined  inipati^  utlv. 
It  d.K  -ill  iiit(  if  -t  mv. 

•■  Do  vou  leallv  mean  th.'t  ?     Ave  yeui  ...  nuK  h 
in  love  with  the  '  dlow  that  you  dont  mind  having 


liiO 
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vnur  name  mixed  up  with  hi:.  ?     But  I  ^micss  V'»u 
two  have  madf  vmir  own  arran;,'ement-.  " 

"  That's  an  iuMiU.  "  ^.he  Middciily  lla-h«d  out, 
"  and  if  your  (ibjet  t  in  <  ominj^  here  was  to  make 
j^ro-s  in^ilUlationb,  1  have  but  <<ne  an-wcr —there's 

thr   (loor,   J^o." 

"  Whrn  I've  ^aid  to  vn  all  that'>  in  mv  mind 
and  not  betoic  Undcrr^tand  thi^,  Alii  ia,  a  man's  a 
richt   to  be  an^rv  when  ihs  wifc'>  the  subjei  t  of 

51  andal " 

"  Prav  don'i  trouble      I  <  an  take  1  arc  of  mvself," 

she  mtfrruptcd. 

"  I'm  not  so  sure.  If  vou  must  ha\-e  a  lover,  I 
iMU's-  It's  safer  to  do  vour  lovf-makm^  m  London 
than  in  a  quirt  (  ouiitrv  pkuc  whrri;  ton-uts  wm-,' 
and  wh-rr  prop!.'  have  nothini;  to  do  but  U"--ip 
and  slandi  r.  L  won't  be  lonj,'  before  it  j^ets  no^cd 
a))out    that    this    f(>llo\v    Cravdon's    visitm-    vou 

here." 

Ali'  ia'-  luMrt  ^ink  How  did  the  man  kivw 
tti.it  (,ra\don  \va-  lik<dv  to  'all  upon  Ik^- ?  It 
mu-t  sun-lv  t^''  pun'  .i--uniption.  Mr.  Liurx'  would 
haidlv  betra\-  her  Her  husbands  next  words 
lilli  (1  her  with  disinav. 

"  ^uppoiir^'  I  droj)  a  note  to  th''  Scrpimi  It 
\\Muld  ^i\f  I  oloui  to  one  theor\-  th'   paper's  st.irted, 

W.'e.ldu't    It    ''   "    hr    -neeveil. 

■'  And  what  is  the  th''orv.  pra\-  '    " 

"   lliat  \  on  and  Cira\(lon  Wire  old  a' <]uaintan' ''S 

ih,(t   \-ou  re.  oi^niscd  him  at    Wat'rl-i"     that   vou 

h  ti   H.i'  i^ar  "P.  i-nrp'i-f  to  join  hiin 

■  It    1-    a    li--ue    n\    laLehoiid-       Hut    even    -up- 

po  iim   \hr  -t.M\-   wre   trur,   it    ha-  nothing  to   do 


.1-  . « 

wiiii   vviirti    iiaj;j""';ieu   '•■■■   iUvii   j.- 


.1.1         l^T   '>   »T  \  T      »   1  f 
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I  a^k  if  thi^  wrctc  hcd  paper  lK^^  evolved  .mv  theuiy 

(it  the  murder  ?  " 

"  X..     nothum  (ieiuiitc." 

•  Why  doe.n't  it  Mi^'Ue>t  tliat  I  Utt  Mr,  Ila-ir 
to  travel  alone,  ^o  as  t-.  ^ive  mv  a- n,npl..  e  an 
nnpnrtunitv  ot  attaekui-  him?  P.'rhap.  that 
a.  u.mphM.  wa^  thr  man  the  puhee  are  ><-  anxi-n. 
tnhnd.  What  dn  ve/Mhmk.  Mr  -  I'V  the  w,iv. 
VMU  liavent  t-hi  me  vnur  pre^ent  name.  I  '  au 
h.Lidlv  unagine  ynu'rc  u^ing  ynur  old  one. 

••  Vnu  mav  a^  wll  know.      lt>  Dmi^la^  to  you 
and  -ome  oi  mv  pal-." 

He  \va-  siU'iit  for  (pnte  a  mmute. 

■■  ilow  do  we  ^tand  over  thi^  hn.-uu-s,  AlMa  ' 
.\,r  w.  triend-  "V  enenurr-  ":-  It  d.  —  n  t  matt.r  a  pm 
in   mC,   hut    1    ^liould  like   to   knoW       fn,'   \  our   sake. 

■■  Vnv  mv  sake  ^  Pb^ase  e.xplam.  ' 
■  No  lie.  es^tv.  You're  sharp  enou-h  to  aj-prc- 
,  Kite  the  position.  There'.,  oulv  onr  thm-  I  dioidd 
advi-'  vou  to  bear  m  mmd  whatev.'r  hapi)en-^,  1  m 
t„,und  t..  look  alter  mv>elt,  and  to  do  that  I  stop  ,a 
iioiluiiL'     don't   forget     at   nothii^: 

'•  Y,>.  1  see  that;  hut  it  doe-^n  t  tnghten  m<\ 
"  Veiv  well.     \Vh<it  are  vou  ^om^  to  do  ^ 
•  Notlung.     I  "ulv  \vi>htobe  l-'tt  alone     1  never 
want  to  see  vol!  a^aiu   ' 

-he  e.mld  not  repre-^  a  .shudder.  11.^  ~too,l 
^lanu-  at  hei .  and  woudnin-  whv  h-r  loathum  for 
him  or.lv  trmpt-'d  lam  th.-  uioP'  to  throw  hn  arms 
about  her  and  stilh-  liei  ^.  oiu  with  kisse-. 

"  Wiiat'-  th--  f^ood  o!  mv  j-romi-inu'  vou  //«?/, 
\!,.  1,,  -  !-ni  tho  mouunt  I  won  I  ttouhle  \oii,  but 
it  1  tiiid  It  ur.  e-.>arv  of  'om-e  1  -hall  look  \om  up 
Now  that  I've  run  you  to  earth  1  11  never  lose  =ight 
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ot  vou.     I'm  iv-t   '^i^\u'^  to  tor^it   that   vmirp  mv 

Wltr." 

"  A-  \-"ii'ic  -'1  ;iii\i"ii-  /   -hiHild  nut    torirct   it, 
wniildn  t   It   be  wrll  il   V'li   inadf  tht^  fa^  t   i)nhli.    .-' 
It   \vn\ild  at   Ica-t  -.iti-tx"  piibli'    ■  uiU'-^itv-  a>  tn  thf 
itM-Mi!  \\li\   I  n  tu-i'd  til  man\   rM\id  Ha^uar." 
He  l,iu-liid  j.  Miiml\ .      Ill-  -.iw  111-  '  liaiii  I- 
"  Oil,  no  doubt,  and  -ot  toimu*'-,  wan^in^:  lu  aiio- 
tli' r  dm  '  tioii       Ihi'   So>fpi'iii   \\>ni\(\  ,it    la-t    li<i\r 
■^oiiHtliiiii;     di  liiiitn     tn     wiitr     about.      Tlii'     -tory 
UMiiM  mil   .('iii'tliiiij  liki'  till-  :     Will   at  -''Vfiitccn. 
lln-baud  anr-trd  .diiU'^t  at  iliunh  d""r,  trird  tor 
tni-iiw  and  .MMit   lor  tliifi'  '  -tnt' h  '  to  the  I),u1- 
inc.ir    H'-til     wile    ,:^o(r.   b.i' k    to    ■^^  1im(,1     ik  h    "Id 
b.liniii'-       iippMM-d  tn  !)•   liM  .uuaidi.ut  ■  ^  oml-^  iri>ni 
lainai.  ,1    a.-id    iiiak'  -    a    I.h>1    -'I    liiin.-ilt    o\ri    h,  r. 
l\i\>  ,U1  111  1  fxp':n--i-'-.  niak'  >  Ik'I  no  i^nd  ot  ]Mi--iiit-. 
Old    lohnnic  |)'\l;:-  out,  ,ind  .^irl  -a\-  he  \\<intrtl  to 
ni.irn-  hi.T,  but  that-  onlv  lu  >  talc  their-  no  pii.MJ 
--Vi'uivl;     lohnnii,'    •  omc-    aJon.L:      thi'\-   -p"on,  ruir 
pli"tiv-raph     o!    .  mut-i-    -he    ■  ant    inan\-    liun    "ti 
,i,  :  nimt  ol  h'T  '  miM'  t  hn-band,  but  both  bein.i,'  ui>- 
to  date,  thi-  little  objta'  le  m.ik'  -  no  ditterciu  e  and 
111,,,,     xoii     .lie.       \'ei\-     prrtt\-     ri-adnn;      uhm 
enibrlll.hetl  b\   tlu'  Siotpimi.  eh,  in\-  darliiiL;  ." 

It  wab    a  (.'o.uM'  \va\   nl  (lUttiin,  thi    po>itioii,  and 

■  Min:n-  iVoin  the  man-  hp-  it  -mmdi d  hnirible, 
but  It  \v,i-  hardlv  a,n  e\,m-(  latinii  .i  ■  t"  h"\v  pn.plc 
wmild    intiipi't     tlie    -tor\-,      Num    hiith-    ot     her 

■  iiti.  ■  \\(Hild  !e;:aid  h'T  .i^  an  adMiitui  |■.-^.  A 
wi'in.in  I-  .-It  nadih'  •  n'ldininial  am!  le'-i  \\<ird  -o 
1,11.  Iv  believed.  Her  hu-band  pnt  Ihi  ih'Mmht.-. 
nito  words. 

"  T},p  ^,t,,v\-  '!   "o  d"\vn  like  lioi  i  akc>i.      H   vou 


\ 


,,.,,P   not   ->   ronl.umdedlv   hand...nv.    AImh.    vou 
n.,,h,  h;m-arh.n...otdeK.uchn.vom-^.lt^but,he 

,„,„    u,.k.d.     Th.aV  ih.'  lud.m.nt  nt  th.■^vnrld. 
-,■,„     ,,„iv    pull    plan.    Nvutnrn    hav.    i.    that    thr,. 

w..drcUv..d^v..u'Th.\V.m,mu.,h.h.Kv.> 
;,„..,-  that,  anvthm^mKuht  l)r  Liul  ,it  v-u.  d.^.-n 

f,u  a-  niPii  aro  . niv  cM-md.  . 

M„ur.nvuu..d.nntr..     Th,   talk  wa^  a-^  npul>u. 

,;,],„  p,.,r,.^'  ot  thr  man  ll-r  n„r  d-Hiv  was 
;\,„  u.\vuuld  ,.  ^..^-n,  l.ut  d.-  dav,.d  n..  b-tvav 
,^,,,_,1,  l..t  1„  >h..uld  ^tav  nn  puvp'-  to  a-M-avat. 
her  Th.n  th.  Iri^httul  th.ni.ht  fla^bd  thmu^h 
,„,„nnd    that    h.    mi.ht    n,M-t    upn,,    n ananun.: 

,.1, .thn-.      ltwa:w,th,nhi^n^h.  t.d..-..,and^...^ 

w„uld    b-    pownl..^    tn    prevent    hun.      A;^ani    h- 
intrrpifM.'d  \vr  tliMii.uht. 

.■{•.„vc    .nt    a   da^^hcd    -nuu   htth-    p  a.  c     ut.. 

\!„,a        In-^t    the    n-tnat    In,    a    man    whn  ^    b.  en 

p„H,unm    ill    invtune    until    lu- -    pnttv    wrll    -)■  K 

,a    ih.     -amr.      Ivr   lialt    a    inuid   tn    takr    up   mv 

ipiavtr-r?  luTo  and  - 

Thr' wnvd  ua-  nttrrrd  in  a  Inw  ponetratm^  tnnr. 
\l,.,a  advanrd  t.^waid-  hun  A  n.rna.  nm  li.ht 
,,,,„.,„,   e,.,     ..mrna.m,,  indrrd.  that   h.  re- 

in  a!i  d  a  pa'  r,  ,  ,  •  j 

■■  Y,,n  darr  .mt    Inn.    mv  hand/    ^h.    xvhi-pnrd 

■     \nd  \Mn  kn.nw  \vh\  ,11 

IPhI  du-hruked.  had  din  u.cd  .hP  at    ,  hr  w.add 

,,„    haxr   hrrn   detdird,    bat    hrr   nian.irr   sva.  so 
,  Him,  lurla<r.nn^,d  and  ^trrn.hrwa..  owed 
••  R.h   u  wa<  ..nlv  mv  inkr,    he  re](nned,  v/ith  an 
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unca>v  l<ul,^'ll.  "  V'miM'  done  withnut  mv  »<  \>m 
prnlnihK'  I  >hnnl(l  he  <iiil\-  in  \-(.iir  Wtiv.  (uMid-bv 
niv  dr.ir  wWv      \<>r  the  jMr-^tMit.  " 

}\r  i.ii  I'd  lii>  hilt  with  d  inoi  kinj,'  {:,'(-,tiiiT.  Thr  ii 
he  went  iiitii  tlic  pas^.i/^c,  and  thr^  -huttiii:;  <it  tht> 
d(n)r  aniiniiiii  cd  that  h(  wa^  k'^'iic  For  a  tew 
^»i  <>nds  shi'  rrmaiiud  --till  .l^  a  >tatui,',  iiiialtlr, 
ahnn-t  .itraid.  to  in«i\<'.  >hi'  had  the  h<>irihle 
su>[)ii  ion  that  h'^  lui.ijht  -till  he  \n  the  hou^r,  that 
blaiiiniiiii;  thr  d.">!-  \\.i>  but  a  ni^c  Rut  -he  heard 
the  '  leak  nt  the  paideii  ^ate  hew  she  ble>-ed  that 
rusty  hiii^e,  it  wa-  the  ^weete-t  mn:-i'  jii>t  then  - 
and  the  tnijiid  l)liiud  -uddeulv  >et  in  ■  irt  ulatien 
rn-hi'd  tunndtuini-.l\-  thre>u;;h  hei'  InMit  ;  e\-erv 
ner\-e  ni  hei-  l)(>d\-  qni\ered,  her  e\ '•>  wtMe  ^ot,  the 
venis  in  her  temple.-  thiobbcd,  and  -he  [.ii-hed  hi'  k 
her  hair  with  tni;,'er-  that  telt  like  l  c  on  her  burnuig 
forehead. 

"  I-  it  ]io— ibl(\'  -lie  nmrnnired.  "  I  once 
imaj^ined  I  lo\(  d  tin-  man  !  M\'  hu:-baiid  !  Mori  i- 
tul  heaven,  to  think  oi  it  ! 
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Aftfr  ih'^  rreakint;  of  ta.<  ^'arden  gatr  witli  its 
ru^tv  hin^'es,  thf  flatv  ot  a  lit^ht<-d  matrh  puT.  i-d 
tin-  (larknt 


'lii  h    tollnWiil    tiiUi 

-iii'iki'd 
vithnul   lii-^ 


luv  a  lev  >-i'r..nds,  and  di-ajipeau'd  to 
^,v..  pUi' e  t.)  a  >pnt  of  vivi<1  nd,  whi' !»  ;'>  it>  'urn 
Cl(,\vlv  vapi>lu-d.     The  an.i 
tlir  quality  (.t  the  rif^'ar.     OoukIu       'wav 
a  ,liMi(r  brand,  even  it  he  had  to 
ihnn.-r  to  enable  him  to  hnd  the  munr\-. 

"  What   a  change  in   hve  years,"   he   mutt.ivd 
•■  <he  was  only  a  slip  <.f  a  srhool-irl  whm  %vr  were 
married,    and    now     by    Jov.-,    sh.'s    I.a.Iv.    ^he  s 
c.'.niiuu^       Wliat    about    nie:>      I    i.'n.-    lh.-    three 
^tr.t,  h,'   and  the  beastly  r-u  ky  time  that  tolloWt-d 
dim  a  few  linrs  in  my  phizo-.     That's  thr  >  rux  I  11 
havr   to   u«t    oyer   with   Alina     ap-rt    from   oth.r 
tlmv's      ''  Genthmen  Fnd  '  in  th--  old  day>  !     W  hat 
pn.  r  now?     Wrll,  if  I  hay.'  a  bit  ot  huk,  Til  ~ouu 
^.  t  rid  of  my  hangdog  looks." 

Duuglas  had  quitted  his  wih-  with  a  s.ns.-  of 
dtieat.  His  failure  \n  intimidatv  lu-r,  h-r  .  ontmipi , 
.tuii"  him  to  th.-  qui.  k.  His  ,  rouk.-d  way  ot  lit.- 
had  not  mcrrly  d.-ad.n.-d  hi^  moral  natuiv,  but 
h.ul  a.  ><-ntuatrd  hi.  animal  passion^,  with  th-' 
r.Hilt  that  thvy  mastncd  him  wlirn  thmu-  WMit 
wrong.  Tik.  most  .  riminab  h^  wa-^  lunHlm.it.ly 
vain,  and  th--  ,  ..ntra^t  brtw<-n  hinis.lt  and  hi~  wit.-, 
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the  con-'  iMUiUf's;-  ut  h'-r  intinitr-  >uij('riuritv.  m;ide 
liini  liiHu  tu  ^ink  Ikt  \>>  lii>-  levol. 

'Mil-  he  kiiiw  w.i-,  iiiij)<.--iblc.  But  \'<  train j)lc 
(in  h<r  t'-<'lin,--  ;  l<>  wniiL;  lur  In-art.  to  riubifti'r  Iicr 
cxi-tiii'  I'.  tiULrht  br  within  hi--  ri-ai  h.  A  -.  hi'iiv  to 
enr!>  h  liinvM-lt  tlnmuh  hi-  wit^'  wa-  -iininrnir-:  in 
lii-  'ralt\  biaiu.  lb-  had  had  a  ;diinin(  r  d  h.^i.M- 
that  111  iiUL'lit  r-i,'aiii  th''  a- mdaii' \-  whi' h  hr 
tliMiiuht  111'  h.id  In-'  \-.ar-  bi  turf,  wiirii,  .iltt-r  a 
t' \v  -twliii  |m\i'  ]-,1(i  till--,  -hf  iiin-'^rnt' d  t.i  iiiarr\ 
lillii,  but  \ir  wa-  -lilrwi!  iiw.iiL'h  {'•  -f  that  thi-  h<']i'' 
Wdllhl  IK-MM  bi-  irah-i  (b  Ah'  M  \va-  ll"t  ti.  \n- 
tii"hti  11'  d  ill"  .  ...lAi.d  (ir  Iniih-d.  lb-  \S'  'u'd  •  .rtaiiiK- 
11,, I  i^f  t  .1  -iintl  I't  a-~i-taii' r  li.au  hi  i'  It  ua- 
^uuuihin^  1-1  think  that  all  In  wanted  \va-  t..  b.- 
let  almii- 

"  Well  1  11  h-t  h.i  alniir,"  he  iiiiittrrt  d  "  I  '  an 
play  niv  ,i4.iini-  with. Mil  Inr  ihf  ;  •.•^uiuini;  d  it. 
anvhiiw  But  what  M  hr  ha-  th.it  b..uiidr! 
x.ii-t  iiitlv  (Imi^lnur  at  hci  -id«-  .^  I'liir  hiin  ! 
I  11 

A  1"W  whi-tlc  .  .nnr  'imih  tin    dirkiir  -        i)..ai:;la- 
vt--|iMndi'd  \\i!h  a  -unilar  win  ti'',  and  -hi  ink   ml  ■ 
the  -had'.w  mI  \\\>    tn-i  -       In  .i  lrw  -'■.  wiid     iw  u.i 
j.an.  d  bv  Kn..k-iin,  imttiiu;  .md  bb.winL' 
W'h.it's  iij>  ?  "  ^rnwl.'d  Diumla- 

'  Nnthiiif.'  mil'  h,  bill  M'li  \\cr»'  .t'nin^'  at  thr 
duiiblc  and  1  tln.indit  I'd  !;i\<'  \un  tlir  lip..  Iii 
aa>.lhi  I  iniiiutr  \-Mn  d  hav  nut  ih-  Mvy  man  \\<'\r- 
hi  !<■  t<i  -haih'W    ' 

■  lb'.  l,tki  11  -ti'  k  <-\  IJK'  plarf  on. '•  What  th- 
,1,  \il  il,,(  -  lie  III'  an  b\-  .(Uiniii,'  d<»\vii  au'am 

■    |..(\r.    old    .  lia|>.    In\a-  lb'      t.tlllx'    :'nll.'   mU    I  hi' 

'  wotium  witli  thr  i-\r- '      It-  plain  (inaiL;}!       fit'- 
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M,ir..'  dwwn  iiPiP  wn   \>m\v><v  lo  ^ro  hcv,   v-ui   b.'t, 
.uul  1..'  >  .iu't  kt^rp  awav  tvoni  thr  h<.ii-'  that  .nntain'^ 
h<i--lu'  \v..i>hi]»  the  uvMund  -li'   walk^  ui)nii     ~li.   - 
all  hi^  tan.  v  paiiU.d  h.r,  -^h-   -  Invlv.  shr'>  aiNU,.' 
and  all  th.-  n-t  ,■!  tli^'  tuninn  vui       1  wa-  i.itli.T  m 
u  t,x  nli'-n  I  -aw  l,nn  -tmllnu'  ,.i-iu'       I  tlmu-lit  hr 
was  g(,in|-  >trai!:lit  t..  tli.hun-r,  ,.nd  -  i\-^  1,  knuwin^ 
that  yun  hadn't  .,>inr.,ut,  th--  band  11  pliv  diiv,  ilv 
H.p\v.'vrr.  hf  uidv  M.H.d  and  l.^.k-d  a\    il-    pku -•, 
smoked   a   rig.,   walk-d   awav,    •  .mu-     ba>  k     ImK,.! 
UL-am.  .tnd  h<-'-  "idv  ]n-\  -\nu-  hi-  li""k, 

•  11  -  wuT-th  takuit^  on.'  whl^l'.  red  l)..iiLda- 
rapidiv.  ■■  W.'d  luak.-  a  <i- ■  .-i-iK  -n  tlut  n  d 
va'  k  (,^t.ld  \vat>  h)  «.t  In-  ' 

1  daro  <av,"  rojoiiKd  K.H,k-wii,  with  a  Kunia. .-. 

•■    N,,t     .piltr    Ul     IU\     \\Ur  A     !"ll'      t,M.       tilt    l.uilt     HI 

thr  -h-uhln-  and  livr  n  hi  walk  t.^r  ni.  i'vi  k.-t 
ter  and  |uutl.:illri .  Ill  k^>  had  N'-t  qnii.-  li^  uii' 
thini,'  as  '  HMt,hin-  '  Ui  a  <  lowil  with  ,i  '  hunu.  i 

til  (uVPr  oH'' 

•■  ^1,111  up,  \nu  hh..t       iiii  L''»in!i  t.a  him       *  "Ui.' 

on. 

RuuK  ,,!,,  nil. .1.1'-  t..  1.  Ml  hi  -mpani-u  -  m.i-tn 
till  wni,..l).Avd.  hut  \vr\  irhi.  tanlK  I  h-  t  w .  mil  i, 
lapidlv  p.'d  -V.  V  thr  .n  It  th.  load  idr,  ihm 
|,M,i  t.-j)-  M'!"'  iii.oidihl-  An  .mn  h-.i  up  r\r,  i 
and  wittlv  d.  -rndrd  I'wu  .  va  hun;  1-1. .w-,  and 
ihi  li  .  .iHu-  th'  -duiid  i.t  a  tallmu  htidy. 

Thr  lu'xt   ni>aurnt    i.rir  Cravd-m  was  >U<'\ 
,.'..    the   ground,    hi     uhii.     la^  r    uptiirnod    t..    :hr 
moonless  -kv       Ih-  li' .ol  1  iv  m  an  ..nnii.ai  Iv  dai^ 

sluwK     widrlilUL;    I  ii<  1' 

li  \va^.  nuu:da>^  whi.-^iiu.  k  thr  hi.  u         KiM.k>-..ii 
',n,(l  l)\    hi^pa>tv  la(t'r,invnl>»il  with  t.  iiur 
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"  Yo\i  .iidn't  t.ll  nic  you  were  goinf?  to  do  this," 
lif  whispered  huskily. 

"  Hah,  what's  doiie's  done.  ,ake  tht  liest  u\  it. 
If  you  don't  want  a  share  oi  the  phnider,  vou 
needn't  take  it  on,  vou  kn<)W   ' 

Th^  aiL;umt'nt  was  ( <invini  iim  RiMik^on  joined 
ni,  :ind  tli.-  two  uho\d-hke  ti.nures  bent  over  the 
pro-tralr  l-ii'  .  Tht  v  wir..-  -killid  in  the  art  of 
robbcrv,  and  thrv  d.tllv  turned  i  v(  rv  po'ket 
inside  nil' 

'■  W'.'M  h.tirr  .  Irar  out  -li.ui),  liadut  we  ■>  " 
\\hi-pi!«d  I\ni,k-un,  wh'U  \\\'ir  w.i-  nnthuiL;  h-lt 
td  take. 

"  X.,1    h.-tuie  Wi'vr   lu.tde   i.ur-fl\-.  -   ~,i1f.      Shug 
him  ii\rr  \undfr  f,'at<'  ami  tli-u  out  hnn  l.i-hind  the 
hfdtje.      liiit'll     'jiv'      II-     tiiur  ,imi-t \\i  iiU'     Imitr- 
^t.i!  1 ,  piilKip-  imi|i 

Kiinksdu  wa>  rrlib  taut  \"  tmi.  h  ihiir  iisd',- 
h:in(hw'>rk  W^  stood  ht-.it at uil^K-  li-kni"  d..\vu- 
Nv;ud  .it  tlir  lun-tratr  insen-ihh'  hi.nir. 

"  Wli.it  air  \(iU  v.aituiL'  \"]  '  diiii.imli  d  l).ait.'- 
i.i-  -a\aj/il\ 

"  H'-'-  nut      d.ad     i-  he  'f 
"  Oil,  (hill's  what'-.  trii^httiiniL;  Vou,  w  it  ''  " 
n.iui'las  wa^-  ^tiiopinij  and  waiting  ti<i   K>)iik-oii  - 
h(  Ip      111   put  111-  li.iiid  <>V'\  <ii.i\d<in'^  lu>ait 

•  No."  said  lif  pi.  I  nth-  "  11. 's  ^,'ot  s,,inr  lile 
I, -It  III  him  1  \\..ii  1  -a\  wli.it  ina\-  haj)pfu  h.t.iiv 
nioriiiiie  l>.>iil  -i.iihI  th.i.-  lik.  i  ■■iM.iriiu' 
start',  row.     (irt   l.>  \Mak     .pii' k 

IPiidK  li.id  ill.'  tu"  l.iitl  th.  u  li.iml-  .111  ihfii 
\-irtnii.  nil.  :  la-piui^  iIl-  Ik.uIiIii-  .iii.i  'lif  otlur 
M'l/ine  thf  Ifj;-,  than  ihf  ht.t.l-  ..t  .i  ti.atmt'  Imis.- 
o.ntl  thf  luatine  s..uml  t.t  uhit-l     wnr  heard  ni  the 
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distaive.     The  L^.itr  \\:i^  (jiiitr  -i\  v.ud-  ,i\v.i\-  ;  tiitv 
h.i.'l  iiwt  tinu'  t(i  I  arr\'  diit  the  plan  ul  i  unrfalnit'Ut. 

"  ("uiM-  it.  lake  him  to  tlu  ilit(  h.  It's  in 
iliinlnw,  "  i^inwli-d  Ddunlas. 

It  \va-  all  th(\-  ( ould  do,  and  tlu'\-  did  it.  Tlu-n 
thev  si)cd  an;i'  toward-  r.xbridir''  I'  w'.i-  (luite 
tluii-  hoiir>  bciuic  the  iniuintcd  patrol  ti(»tt('d  {»a^t 
tlit^  -jiot  and  di-M  o\'.r\  <  ariu'  nlxiut. 

All  liour  a!t(r\vard>  l''.ri(  (jra\-don  was  l\in,L;  m  the 
iiilirniarv.  "  ><  alp  wound  .md  i  oiiui^-ion  ol  the 
tn.im"  wa--  wiittrn  on  the  laid  o\(  r  the  b<d. 
'lh>  If  \va^  n<.t  a  solitary  thuiL;  u|)on  him  1)\-  whii  h 
idi  ntn\  '  '.uld  ]».'  (-•tal)li>hfd.  Tlu-  uu-<  rraiit>  had 
doUf  ihiii  Work  well,  and  tlu  lo.  al  poll,  c  had  no 
d"iilit  III  do.  idanj4  that  it  was  a  >implf  ^  ase  ot 
as>ault  and  rohhcrw 

M'aiiv  '<■  Doutjias  and  Rookson  wt-rc  walking' 
ai  a  r.ipK  pa^  r  toward-  Txhridije,  1  hr\  would 
have  prebvrcd  to  run,  but  thi-  nn:'h!  attia«l 
at!'  iiti.iii  It  Wis  not  latr,  and  ahi  ad\'  thi\  had 
nift  ni..rr  ,  .oph  ilun  wa-  .iltoLjrther  -ate,  kook- 
son  w.i-  tin-  'n  -t  to  taki'  .d.ii  m 

"  T.ook     heri-,     i-Jtit,"     hi-     whi-[ii  ltd     iiiiia-ily. 

i  ni  not  f/oiiif,'  ba>  k  to  ('adduiL-.ton  ' 
N\  hat  ;ir«'  voii  f<«»ing  t<t  do,  then  ?  " 
Work    riMind    to    Rui-lip   and    bo.ik    to    Maryle- 
boue. 

"It-  ii-kv.  Tie.  iou>  tew  trail)-  '  'm  Kui-hp. 
Wt-t   i)ia\ton'-  nmi  h  better  " 

No        l)idu  t      I      Irll     VoU      I     WaMl't     going     to 
I'adilini;toM  ? 

What  -  iriLihteiimg  v<mi  at  I'addmgton  ? 
1  h.il  ■-•  otlaiid  Yard  di\  il    -slumlord       I  «  ainJtt 
sij/ht   m!   him  jii-t    a     I    \\a~  (M-ttinr  into   ijn-   nun 
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n  I  was  shadoNVUiK'  tlu-  ynu^w  t.-ii.  1  don't 
aink  h<'  -^a\v  me,  but  one  never  kno\v>  uhat  a  te. 
.ecs  and  vvluit  he  dn.Mi't.  I  didn't  l..tlirr  about 
ih-  b.-'Kav  b.'eause  vou  didn't  tell  me  Nvliat  vour 
Pamr  wa>  down  heiv.  1  tl.onght  it  w.i^  n..tlun. 
,nurr  than  ke.-pn,u  the  swdl  u.  sight.  It  Id  knoxvn 
the  idea  wa^  ^omethmg  .-Ise,  you'd  nev.v  h.ivr  l-i 
nie  to  join  in  with  vo\i." 

•■  T.,o  latr  t.,  talk  about  what  yon  would  have 
dune  Innmy.  Vou'rr  m  tor  the  whol.  ho^^  Make 
up  yonr  mmd  to  tJu<l.  WTiat  ^end^  mu  mto  Mi.h 
a  tunk  about  >haptord  '"  " 

••  Be.-ans.'  lu-  wa-  tlu-  one  who  ropp-'d  m.-  ovn 
tl,r  juh  that  put  me  awav" 

"  H'm  -if  s  a  bit  up  .lijain-t  you    " 
"  And  af^n.iuM  vou,  tuo.     -et-ms  to  m.«,  Bni,  Iv, 
l„.rn  pulhni:  the.he>tnut-  out  o!  tho  tire. 

•■  Th.if^all  tMuimv  rot  I'v  paid  t-.r  t-v.  r\  thiiu' 
y,,u'\  I   doiu^  for  nie 

••  I  know  but  vwu  havrnt  run  Mrai,t;ht.  Vou 
k,d<lodiu.th.at  allvouwautodwa^totiudout  what 
,^,^,,  ,,,.,, „„.,., 1  Ml..  MnntroM'.aiidthat  vouthuuJii 
,1,,!,,.,,  waVtod..it  would  b^t,..~had,,w(..avdwn, 
.,.,  |„.  wa-  bound  ^.H,u.r  or  lat.  r  \<>  ---■  h.-r 
••  W.'ll  and  th..t-  '  oni.-  abuut,  liaHit  it  .•' 
••  1   don't   know       How  ^houl.l  1  >      Vou  vr  brrn 

,,    ,„-,>ioUS    .lo-,..    ovn     tho    Uholr    \,Ur,Uir     .,     1     .al,t 

,.11   nhat    to   think       .Anshou,    I    u.v.r   thought    it 
w.uUl  .onir  tu  wlMt   It    ha.      Whv  did  N..U   down 

th.'  vounii  t  hap  f 

'■  Beeausf  1  wanted  some  out,  Jiininy. 

■    That's  a  lie    " 
"  All  imht  .  It'-,  a  h.-       Wi'at  liirn  .' 
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"  Jii^t  tlii-T  ;  I'd  lik<*  to  kiiuw  what's  goin;^  mi. 
Ivf  bitn  in  tlic  dark  t(M.  loiief." 

"  M\-  ,!,'<Hi(i  iritiid,  there's  a  tiino  t(>r  «\'iM\tl>ini^, 
and  tlir  innr  inv  taking  v<iu  into  vnv  i ontideni  »■ 
i-n't  thr  ])r(s«-ni  nionunt.  But  I  tan  till  \-i>ii  this  : 
ihr  -.  lirinf  I'm  turnini:  over  m  niv  ninid  is  t^oin: 
t<:  1)1-  the  l)ii.'i-',<-i  tliin,^  I  f\cr  tu<.k  iij-  It  '.vaut^ 
(inir  tliiiikuu'  out,  and  junI  ui.w  .ill  ]  i  aii  du  is  to 
1  har  till  uaN'  I  toic-.iu  that  Mi  l:rii  (iia\don 
iniLdil  •  aii-f  ni'-  tioublc.  ^o  he  had  to  br  -^u[)pr(-,-rd. 
Now  do  \-( Ml  vfc  :' 

'■    Nn    ■• 

Ot  I  oiii -f  \oii  don't  ;  but  it's  all  that's  nt-i  essai v 
to  t.ll  \-,,ii  in-l  now  I  shall  look  vou  up  at  vour 
dii/i^inL's  brtuir  thi-  wt'il  ■>  oiit,  aiul  let  \(.u  kiiow  a 
little  niori'    " 

K'l  ok-oii  -tar<d  with  a-^tonishmcnt  at  the  man'-. 
'  i.nln('-<  .md  I  oiitiden.  e  That  the  jiohi  e  niiyht  be 
•  li  hi-  ti-.i'k  and  that  bcloic  lont:  he  Wonld  be  m 
>  ii-tiid\  ,  did  Hot  apfit  MI  t(.  iiniible  hini  m  the  lea-^t. 
Rook  on  wa-  n,itui.dl\'  a  'uw.ud.  and  alwa\-s  had 
t"  ill  ]m  nd  iij;(.ii  -oiiie  linlder  spirit  to  -hou  him  the 
\\  i\'  lie  h.(d  ii.id  :i  t:<iod  man\  partner-  <onie- 
tuiies  a  man.  but  iiicie  oiten  u  Woman  duiin^^  hn 
iithil  .alert  nt  <  1- .ok<  (liie--,  alternated  with  oi  >  a 
-ioiuil  lap-i-  mlo  lioiic-t  Work,  but  he  had  ne\-iM  had 
a  paitiit-r  o|  -ii.  h  daiiut^  a■^  Bert  I)oUf<las.  I)oM<i;laj 
was  bf^inniiiL,'  to  lii^hteii  inin 

R\-  thi--  time  tliev  had  le.n  lied  the  bridfc;e  crossing 
the  iiver  t  olne,  and  the\  entered  a  public  -huu-e  to 
ha\e  a  drink  and  enquire  tho  way  to  Ruisljp.  The 
lanillord  t^.ld  them,  saying  that  it  was  about  a 
toiir mile  w.dk. 

i  111    tjiuny    lO  I  hail' r    L'xbnuge  staiiun,     sanj 
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Douglas,    as   ihev   tame   uut    ct  th^-   publu -house. 
"  You  makt'  lov  Ruislii).     It's  sain  to  -.-parate." 

RiMikson  apuH-d  and  ^lunk  away,  km-piug  '  l*'se  t(. 
til.'  li<iuvr>  and  hedges  and  walN  a-,  he  was  pion<-  to 
dn.  Douglas  on  the  oth'T  lunid  >tr<idu  along  tu 
Uxbndge  station  a^  thoueh   hr   had   not  a  rare  in 

the  world. 

He  b(ujked  to  Paddington  and  ..a^  h<d  the  termi- 
nu-^  without  anvtlnng  h.i])pt'ninu  t..  di-tuib  hnn, 
tor  En.  Gravdon  was  still  King  in  the  drv  <lii>h, 
and  the  hue  and  i  i y  wa-  not  rai-rd  t.n  an  hour  alter 
Douglas  wa<  sal-  in  hi-  l-dgings. 


(HAPIhk     XI 

port, I. AS    STARTS    {US    CAMF'AK.N 

It  U"iild  \}r  lianl  to  iiiid  a.  umi'  >  iiri'Mi-.  (  nmcr  <A 
I.'sxlnii,  II)  it-  \\a\'.  til, 111  tliat  L:iinn'  rind  ^udid 
I '!!' ■  tii'ii  "t  -fmt-  bniindrd  In'  the  Iji-^tnti  Ruad 
I'll  tlif  iii'itli  ,ind  the  dravV  Inn  Road  on  tlir  ra>t. 
Till-  "  lav  "  "t  till'  \ari<tu^  th<iTrM!t;hfarr"^  i-,  p(^(  iili.ir. 
A  -tiaML;i"i  WMiild  \tTV  -iidii  l"-t"  hiPHf'lt,  .uid  if 
at  t<  tiiptiiiL.'  t"  takr  ii  -li'iit  I  Mt  would  find  luni-clf 
Im'  k  at  tlir  -|)(it  he  ^tarti-d  ti<>in 

A  werk  attrr  tho  i;iini  f*pi>(idr  at  I/xlttidj^'o, 
I '"ti'jki--  ;;<it  tint  111  an  nmnihu--  at  M.innr  >trrft ,  a 
thi'i'iimlilarc  bnrdrrrd  on  fa^  h  ^idr  hv  din^v,  sninkr- 
b(>j:rnni  d  hiii-o  with  !iabl)\-,  tadt^d  b]ind<-,  and 
dodi-  the  paint  nt  wlnh  li.id  I'ln;^'  -ini  r  bren 
I  ].{■  k'-  d  and  bli>torrd  by  tht>  >un. 

Altrr  -cvrral  turnin,:;-^  and  twi^tmt,'-'  lir  mai  li(>d 
a  >niisti'r  Id'ikiuf:  strrr-t,  i.iir  rnd  of  whi' li  was 
bio.  krd  lip  b\-  ,1  hni;c  hoardnm',  and  kno.  kod  at  tin- 
dour  i<\  (i|]c  (it  tlit^  >Iiabbi(>st  n  sid<Mi!  rs,  lb  wa  ^ 
adimitt'd  li\-  a  iniddlr-af.'rd  woman  with  a  pair, 
unwliolc-Miiii-  ta' r,  Miikinipt  '.iirot\-  han  .mkI  a 
f:''!i'i al   iiiit!d\-  a^i'ci  t 

"^ti.ili  I  find  Mr.  Ronk-on  up-tairs  ? 
<  Ui   yrs.  \-..n'll  tiiKl  hun     worse  lu^k  !  "  ftortf^d 
(h(^  Woman, 

"  What's  th'.  matter  ^ 

vyii,    lilL'IU  b  iHUiiiiiK    'O'     mailer,     <  *■  l'^    «*■■'    i   ut'll   i. 
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likr  people  a>  dnnt  pav  th^ir  n-nt,    >hr  mpli'^d  with 
a  biiort. 

"  Don't  you  worrv  about  that.  Rook-on  >  a 
httlc  bit  hard  up  )u-t  now,  but  h'-  11  bf  all  nqht 
pirsrntlv. 

I  he  woman  muttered  -omethini,'  not  \  <  r\  >  ompli- 
mentarv  t..  ht  r  lodi;cr,  and  di^ajip-vued  do\v!i  a 
dark  >tan.  a^',  leavui^  Dou^la^  to  ^rojie  In-  wav 
np-tair^  to  the  door  of  the  ^^'('nd  floor  ba'  k. 

"  Who-  that  ?  "  L;vowlcd  a  hu-kv  \  ok  v  (r.Mn  the 
mtt-rior. 

"  If-  all  rit;ht      Bert    ' 

A  <  111  k  the  dooi  wa>  unlo- k<  rl.  and  a  Mnn:.\ 
l.Md.-n-M.l.iured  ta' <•  appeared  in  the  opmmu. 
The  owner  "t  the  t.i' e  wa-  .uravrd  m  .1  -habbv, 
tattered  dressnm-^;"^\ii.  ■^habbv  trou-<M>  and  -lip- 
peib,    and   looked   alto-eth.  r    trow-v,    di-re|)utabh". 

evil. 

Thr  loom  reeked  with  lank  toba^  .  o--m-k'\ 
mixed  with  a  sugKe^tion  ot  -tale  bcir.  A  mi>'rable 
fire  smoked  hi  the  unate.  and  added  it-  (ontnbution 
tM  the  toulne-^  ot  th'^  atmosphere.  The  wind  wa>  in 
the  wron^'  dire.tioii  to  nut  the  >  hnniiev,  and  everv 
now  and  acam  'ame  a  pnH  -.t  .h.^kni;:  mephiti. 
vapour  into  the  room, 

"  Anv  hi.  k,  old  <  hap  :••    '  he  whi-[^'ned  u<-i  \  ou.-lw 

"  Perhaps     and  pel  hap-  not 

Douglas -trode  into  th.M-oom  l'o-il)lv  it->-id!d 
i(,mtortle--  a^pe.  t  atfe.  ted  hun,  tor  he  ^ei/.ed  the 
poker  and  tried  to  rake  the  fire  into  a  blaze.  But 
(here  wa>  onlv  a  handtul  <4  .  inder^  ni  the  erate. 
and  he  simplv  made  matter-  wor-e.  He  threw  the 
poker  down  with  a  elatter. 
■  What  a  bca^i'v  ii'  ie." 


r)0['(;LAs  ^^TAins  cAMPAUiN    la.") 

"  Ydii  hnd  mv  a  littter  oiu',  then,  n-turted  Mr. 
Kni.k-in  "  V"U  nufzht  have  Ictt  mv  Ino  alone. 
You  ha\-ent  kntiwu  nie  se\eii  vear-^  and  \(ni  hadn't 
no  riehl  to  ♦on.  h  it.  Ihat  -  th'-  hi-t  ot  niv  ■  oaN, 
and  -I  e  what  \du'\e  done." 

"  \)><\\t  \\y  to  he  hiin)\-.  I\ook>on.  The  <  onii.' 
man  -  U'  't  on  ui  thi^  -'  vu'- 

1^)011^11-  -tandnii;  uith  hi-  ba.  k  to  flie  ^rate.  rved 
th'   enlist \-  hi'i  1  ]u^  on  th--  fcdiUv 

"  1    -iifiposf   \our   l,indl,id\'r-   not    ^.tim-   to   tet<  h 

an\'   h''ii  ' 

"W'li;  -aid  Rook-on,  with  ralli'T  a  >  oniv  al 
look  111  hi-  piK  hke  e\  e-.  anci  tin^triiii^  hi-  ■  hin  doubt- 
fullv.  "  wfic  not  on  the  br-t  ot  tonn-  ^h''>  a 
bit  h'iiKT\-  attrv  tnoiKW  and  1  haxen't  biTii  abh-  to 
^atl  f\-  her  I  hoj)ed  \-ou  d  ha\e  befn  al>h^  to  -]tnnt; 
a  quid  ju-t  to  make  thmgs  pUM^ant 

"  Wi  11  'alk  about  that  later  on,"  rejoined  Dout;- 
la-  abrujitlv.  "  In  th^  meantime  I'm  horribly 
thir-^tv.  " 

"  I'll  L'o  and  u<'t  the  -ttitt.  "  -aid  Rook-on.  ri-m^ 
with  ,il,i.  iit\- 

"  \'mu  ]u-t  kfep  \-.iur  -eat.  I  kih--.--  \-oii  ha\en't 
seen  to-da\- >  papi'r  or  yon  wouldn't  talk  about 
^"ini:  out       Ju-t  n'ad  th;it 

D'lU-la-  i>u-h''d  a  m'W-paper  into  Rook-on'-> 
-hak\-  hand,  ,ind  i)oint<'d  to  a  para^rapli.  K<iok- 
son's  fa'  <'  went  L;reeni^h  a>  he  read,  and  what  he  read 
wa>  this  : 

"  Th^  poll'  e  ar-'  m  possession  of  <  ertain  int'trma- 
tion  wliii  h  thev  h'ip»'  will  lead  to  the  rapture  of  one 
ol  the  mi^' reants  >  ou'-erned  in  thf  murderous 
assault  near  rxbnd^e.  It  lia'-  bfcn  as<  ertained 
that   on   tli<'     evenin.L'  m  (me>tioii,  a  man  who  has 
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iiiKkrC'iH''  pi'iial  sprv!tiuli\  wrnt  dnwn  Yiv  (fif  li.iiii 
to  the  qiiHt  lifflr  tn\vii.  ]\i'  \v;i^  s''(ii  t'l  i;t't  ill*o 
Uf  train  l'\'  a  dit(iti\(-  wlin  \va>  well  a- qnaintrd 
Willi  liitn.  Ot  till'  other  tlic  footprint-  .-lio\v  thai 
two  were  iii,L;af;i'd  in  tli'-  .iltair  notliin;;  i-  knMwn. 
Tlic  iniurod  man  --till  li("-  in  tiir  inhrinarv  in  an 
nni  on--(  lonr-  condition,  and  he  lias  not  Im  i n  idrnti- 

"That'r-  a  bit  m)i  ,i,qain.-t  \dii,"  >.iid  r>on;;las, 
c\>  inu'  the  <■  ared  jiin. 

"  M.i\bi',  hnt  I'm  not  the  ..nlv  i>nc  in  the  job, 
and  fl'iii't  \-ou  lort^ct  it.  Hirt  Donula-,  '  nturted 
Rook^on 

"  Xi.t  likch-  t",  nld  .  hai>  Hut  I  i  a.n  lonk  attrr 
n)\  lit,  and  .ittcr  \'on  lno.  l\—  in\-  nit-  n  -\  to  (}n  -o. 
an<l  I'm  L'^inu  t"  pro\(-  it  m  a  vcrv  |ir,ii  tii  ,d  -cn-o 
I'm  ^^oini;  t"  tcti  h  tln'  beer  rath<  r  th.m  let  \-"u 
(  xjio-e  yourM'lf  to  the  nij^ht  air  and  tin  prebabilit\- 
ot  bcinc;  eopjied  " 

Don.ulas  took  the  jni,'  and  --talked  "ut  ot  the  room. 
R.Hik-MU  ^ank  into  a  i  hair  and  stared  at  the  fire, 
whieh  w.is  tr\-int,'  to  struj,'.i;l<'  into  ,i  blaze,  L;na\vinc: 
hi-  nails  and  miitferinL:  to  liimseli. 

"  I'd  ,ei\r  anvthmi;  to  fiinl  out  Brrt',-  little 
!:am(\"  he  Tnntti  icfl.  "  He  put  me  ou  to  -had"W 
th.it  \onm;  swell,  and  I  did  -hadow  him  trom 
Will'  In  stir  to  Sontli.unplon.  from  Southampton 
to  L()ndon,  to  hi^  rooms  in  )erm\n  Street,  to  the 
Catfv  Unixerstd  where  we  both  saw  him  ;  to  the 
l.wwer's  ofbiee,  and  down  to  I'xbrid^e.  Her(>  Bert 
i-'ined  me,  and  thi^n  '"  A  little  shudder  made 
the  fellow's  bodv  (]iiiver.  "  That  kind  of  job'- 
not  111  mv  wa\-,"  lie  w(>nt  on.  "  I  belie\-e  I  was  a 
jo. if   will  a   I   p.iljed  on   with   Bei  I   Douglas,      ii    i  u 
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kppl  on  .1  -  .1  w.iit.  1  1  (i"i)  t  tliiiik  I  -h-nlfl  !i  i\(^  <l-np 
1..t<]Iv.  '-tviatlv  with  a  )i!t  ■>■  .  mpU'  -111-111-  11-w 
dud  aL,Miii  al  Ip  <■  and  >  a-K-  and  tri.'ndh'  !•  ^d-  1  d 
likr  to  i^rt  li;i   k  1"  tba'  old  '_:anii  ,  t>Mt 

Mr.  R.M.k-on  -idi.  d  tin-  -  iitrn  ■  with  a  li'Hr 
-liivcr.  Tli'ii  Di'Mida-  cntii-d  uitli  tip  1"'!.  and 
tbo  t\VM  di\  id'  d  It  b(  1\vi-rii  tlwin 

■•  ;^,  ,.   ),,  ,-•',    lv"'k-oii        (    '  ail    kt    \nM    !i,i\c   lliat 
quid  \-< Ml  t  ilk'  d  alii >n1  ;  1  Hit  mind,  x-nll  kia\''  t"  d" 
sr-ni'  tlmi-  t'T  It.  and  wliat   \"U  <1"  wiH  ni'  an    out 
nvar  .  "HI 

■'  '111, it'll  lilt  nv  down  to  tlv  -roiiiid,  i'i"in'il 
i^>,„.k"n,  in  a  t"ii<'  "t  appaivnl  '  li-'  1  ImIii'-^ 
••  Wli.ii  1-  tt  \.ai  want  ni"  t"  d"  n"t  .uixtliin.  Ida 
th.it  l.i-t  .litan.  1"'.  an-'  1  t<  II  \...i  -tra.i-hi  .  I  v  -1.  t 
1  <i  rath,  r  ;:i\r  tnv-'  It  up  and  •;"  \<.v  k  to  th'  I  >ai ' 
ni""t    h"t<~l 

•■  "S-,,,1  lu'ilii  t  W"ii\  ,  'lliH  I'artr  iikii  joh  i-^ 
-piitc  in  \-onf  liif  Y'lii'i'  .t  <la!i-ici  uith  p'Mi  ami 
ink,  .ufii'i  \  on  ^ 

"  Th- re  i-n't  a  -i-naturo  <<r  a  handwntur:  that  1 
..lilt  iinitat.',"  -.i\(\  Iv'ok-on.  with  a  l""k  "I  <  "ti- 
s.  !,.ii-  piid'',  "  1  d"ii  t  '  aiv  it  It  fhd  ;:'t  iii'-  int'. 
t.MuM'  1  h'-  ino.-'''  lit!'. 11  -,ii'l  th'  i"!>  wa^  w  11 
done,  and  "it  wa- 

"  l-;x,i' tl\-.  -o  \'\<  h>  i  w  t"l<l  N"U  !""k  h'l', 
wjp  n  \Mii  w'l''  at  thi'  iMnpi'  ■  Iha.!  wIi'M''  1 
11111,11  ih-'l     \"n     ninninc:    -tiaii'.lit,     -'■     \"n     -aid, 

Ulip  h     I      t,lk'      I'.UT     tn     d"nlit        th'  Vr     Wa-     .111     "Id 

'hap  ^ia\inL;   then'   wli"  had   >  onv   tiom    Jaiiuin  .1. 

Hi-  nam-   w,i-  Dax  id  Ha'juar       D"  V"<\  it  iH'inhcr  '■'" 

"  Whw    of   '  our-f,      X"t    liki'lv   t"    t'.r':ot,    wlnn 

th''   i^'Mii    I. Id   l)iiifci'-   iiaiH' '^   If' 11    in    tli.'    jiap'Ts 

.... 1    .,.,..;.>    ,.<•.,.-    fli  i(     Will.   )ii',ti'|-    ;ilt  iir  I)    VI' 
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think  I  cli'ii  t  kw'W  nnthmir  .■'  W'h.it  .ibcMit  the 
vnuu.L,'  i^ent  ,1-  \iiii  [lilt  111''  '111  to  ^h,i(io\v  ;ind  who — 
hilt  I'm  ii"t  LT'iini,'  t"  :-a\-  tun  nub  h  It  wa-  a  dirty 
till  k  It'  ♦  t'l  tr'll  nil-  wlut  the  thiPL;  infant.  If  I'd 
kiii'Wii,  \(iii  w'liilrhi't  h.iN'e-  ^jnt  m^'  t'l  ^o  ^liarcs." 

Rii'ik-'in  w,i-  aiuthinq  but  Douglas's  ecinal. 
O'liicla'-  had  a  •  irrl'--  Ljfntl'^inanlv  air  about  him 
whi'  h  h'  ni\i  r  quifi  |o-t  p\r]\  \n  hi>  ino.-t  doba>rd 
niiMid-,.  RfMik-i'ii  \\a-  .d\\\i\-~  th'-  waiter.  Thev 
wrir  pal-  in  a  -riiso.  Init  l)nn!.:l,i-  ti.ok  thi'  lead  in 
t\ '  rvthinc.  .md  r-nubbed  or  l>antrred  or  ilirt  at<ii»Hl 
R.M.k-i'ii  a>  tho  '  11' um-taii' f'--  dcniand"d  Ju^t 
11'  iw  Rook-Hii  wa-  ■  1  u-li<-d. 

I  \r  !,'ot  a  biu  thiiiL:  und'-'r  weii;h,  and  it  I  j>nll  it 
iitt,  it  11  moan  a  iew  hnndr'^d  quid  in  \'oiir  jiorkot," 
w(Mit  "11  I)oul;1<i>  sl'iwK".  "  Yi<n\  part  in  thf  ' oii- 
I  rni  1--  a^'  ea-\'  a-  lUi  "Id  yl"\('  1  onh'  u'.uit  \ou  to 
imitate  Da\id  Magyar''-  h.mdwntiiiL;." 

"  A>k  ni'-  another.  I  no\'U'  >aw  th''  old  (  hap's 
fi>t  And  it  I  liad.  it  ud  be  no  go'id  I  mu--t  hav(> 
sometliiiiL;  t'l  i;o  u[)oii  nglit  bedore  mv  eve.-.  ' 

Houela-  took  out  a  po'ket-book,  and  from  one 
ot  the  divi-ion>  e.\tr.i<  ted  a  letter  and  uidolded 
it. 

There.  "  -aid  he,  "  that's  old  Hangar's  "Tabbed 
IiaudwritinLr  N'ot  a  c'lfilii  ult  one  to  imitate.  I 
fail'  \'  ? 

Roi'k-iiii    t'l'ik    the    letter,    held    it    •  l"-e    to    the 
pavattin  lamp,  and  >tudied  the  i  harai  teis  intently. 
No,  it'-  iMt  difiii  ult." 

"  Right  then  :  take  down  what  I  t^'U  von." 

Rook->on  drew  a  >  hair  to  the  table,  and  with  pen 
in  hand  waited  lor  tlie  other  t<j  speak  Meanwhile 
Doijxdas  was  w-iilkinti  un  and  down  the  rfi'jiii.  his 
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hands   brhmd   him,    nirditatuu       At    l,iM    !i in- 

niorii  ed  tn  dutatr  a~<  tollnw--     - 

•  I.  David  Ha-t;ar.  bnne  -'i  -'nnd  mind  and  hndv. 
xr.  uto  thi-  dn.nnuMil   .1-  niv  la-i    will  .nid   t.-^ta 
,  nt.      I  leavp  rvoivthm::  "t  whi'  h  1  dio  |)n>M'>-^d 
MiiditionalK    tn   Ah' 1.1    M'.nt  i —•.    tlip   dau^ht-r 
,,t   mv  dpai    "1(1   triend,   i.mvcr   MMUtr.--.      At    thr 
,,„i.    n\   wntiii-   thi^,    I   h-p<'   tliat    hrtMiv  hm-   -h-' 

will    hr.  nllK'    mv    WlL',    t'Mt    wlrthrl'    -h^    dn.-    .  ,r    11.4 

uill  mak'-  11"  ditfrrciv  in  mv  lut-Min-ii^  1  wi-h 
ii,  r  f  tak-'  mv  •'iituv  tr.rtuii'-  without  .in\  v<-tii.  ■ 
tinii.  whatrvrr       -if;npd  m   tli'-  pi-^.i,,  .■  "t    laiiL- 

I<<Hik^'-'ii    and 

"Hero,  rtnp  it  !  '  .x.  laimcd  K-  k-n,  l""king 
lip  wh.n  Poimla-  had  pm' hrd  thu^  tar  '  i  hit' ^ 
.ill  kid,  x^^n  kniiw  ' 

•  l-:xa.  tlv,  all  kid.  But  t-.r  all  that  if.  ,-ninK 
Tm  pa-^^  a~  uo^p'l  truth,"  -aid  D'umla>  r,.nllv 
y.nril  have  t(.  taiK  V  \<'u  \vitiip>>  1  I'nid 
Hac^ar^  r-i^natuiv,  and  U  V'Ui  taiv  v  hard  cii'mi;!! 
^,,,^ll  .nine  t'.  Indirvr  that  ym  did  Wr  -hall 
want  annthor  witne^-  t"  mak^  tin-  tlmm  p-Mi'>.  tlv 
iv:;ular  and  IfLT.d  Dn  \nu  kiinw  anvoiif  wh"  has 
a-^  |)nwrr!ul  an  ima-rmation  a-  \-(Mir-pll  r 

•■  l\id.  it  all  !  -rumblrd  K.u.k-Mii,  "  Wh.it  - 
it  -"uiK  t(.  be  worth  tn  iiv  r  1  w.int  t..  kimw 
r-Mim  ihmu'  d<*tinito  iM'tnro  I  ^n  auv  hiitluM.' 

•'  It  11    b(-    worth    /TOO    to    voii.    pcrhap-    iivi.  , 
ivimn.-d    Doucla-    impatu-ntlv.      "  But    ifll    hr    no 
^o..d  unit'--  vou  hnd  th«'  otlu-r  witn^^-." 

'■  And  where'-  he  to  >  nine  trom  •"  " 

"  That's  tor  vou  to  -a\-.  But  it  nrcdiit  b-- 
'  h.  '  '  -he  '  will  do  ju>t  a-  well,'  >aid  DoviKda-, 
with   a  sardonic   smile.     "  Just   think.     It    therc'b 
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anvb^dx  vn  (  ,.,,  li;^lit  on  who  \va~.  uith  \f>ii  at  the 
'  IC;iii)rr-s,'  XI  mill  li  tlio  hi-ttpv." 

rv'HikMiii  'lirrw  the  pen  dinvii  and  buried  lii>  lat 
I  liin  ill  In-  hand-. 

"  T}ien''>  a  Iittjr  irirl.    Jcimv  Ra-Mtt     our  of  thr 
'  liambcrin.iid--,    who    -of    the   ^a<  k    for   -n*Mkiiiu'   a 
!a(l\'-  pnr-o     at  iia-t,  -ho  wa-  ^iispei  fod  of  Mirak- 
hil;  it  ;  thnc  \\a-  no  fhroi  I   tnidrn.  c  aj^aiii-t  hrr 
^ho  wa-  I, II  toil  (  !,  YiY     w),,,  niiqht  do.  " 
I'    ho  to  b(   trii-.t,  d  ?  "  a-krd  I)on-hi<. 

"A-  niiK  h  a.  a  woman  (an  fic  'rit(\'ic  all 
Tnoic  MI  Irs-,  ;,  ti,d,  \.,ii  know,  stilh  it  thr-  tan' \- 
tak(  -  hir,  a  woman  >  an  krcp  .i  -«m  ret  better  tlian  a 
man." 

[--    hi'  to  lie-  L;.it  .it  (  a-i]\-  ?  " 

"^*b.  T  'an  :;rt  at  hor  wh'iKxrr  I  likr',"  -aid 
K'ook-oii,  with  a  know  in l;.  cr<a-\"  '-nnlr 

"  \'<'v\-  woll  Ijvtrii,  thi-  i-  the  iflra  David 
na;,',!j:ai   m.ido  thi-  will  one  att.inoi  n  wlion 

I'oiudax  bioko  off  If  wa^  loo  s(,..n  to  ti\ 
|ir(.i-o  dttail-  Ifo  mn-t  haxc  more  drta  to  i^o 
niioji 

What  -ort  ,.1  •  111  I-  Jfipu    I^a--<'tt  ;•'  '    h-^  a^kid. 

"  .i'nn\-  .•*  All  r\  I-  and  .mt-  one  of  tlio-c  i  .{\- 
liko  iifilc  wom-ii  ,i|\v,i\-  li-tt-mn;,'  at  kr-Jidjc^  ,uid 
tli.it     oit  ,,t  ihim:    ■ 

I'oiila'-  likod  till-  d<--.  iiption  |cnii\-  lii->rtt 
""'Ji'  br  ot  -ivat  [\^i-  \i,  hiin  Ho  wa-  m.  Imod 
to  II.  -otiatr  duo.  I  with  h.  r,  rath'  i   than  ha\T  it  to 

I\ook-o|l 

V'.iA  Woll,  ■  -aid  h("  adtcr  a  pan-c  :  "  tjicn  wo 
Won't  m.iko  It  a.n\-  h\<(|  dativ  Ol  ( utir-o  th'"  will 
mii-t  bo  dalod,  but  dati'  and  ^iL'natnio  mudit  <  omr  at 
an\    timr  altciwards       .\iivhou-    wh.it   \-,,<i'\-,^   <»,>« 

o 
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t.i  i\\  in  your  mind  is  that  at  a  M-rtaui  time  on  a 
.  t-rtain  dav,  Ha^f^ar  ran^  t"r  \'.»ii,  and  a-k.-d  \nu  to 
witnr-s  )ii^  ^i^Mlatllrt^  and  in  i^i't  -uin.dne  cl-r  al-<< 
to  d(»  the  >amf  tiling  ,  and  win  u  lir  li  id  -u:n<d, 
\(.u  twii  wore  t"  put  your  uanio  t..  the  paper,  icH  ii 
ui  llie  pn-seui  t  i.t  the  uther.' 

"  (jieat  >i(itt  !  '  t'Xi  lainii'd  Kuuk-nu.  "  Dn  V"ii 
-ii])l)(.M-  1  don't  know  ,dl  alxmt  niakm;'  a  will  and 
^ll^lin,^  il  too  r'  " 

"  (Jl  (  ouiM'  \ou  do.  I  oiih'  want  to  itlicar^i' 
tin-  bu-ine-s  be  aii-c  if-  nnportant  WluTf- 
ji-nny    Ha>>ett    to    be    seen  ?    '    wrn.    on    Uous^la^ 

abruptly. 

■  I'll  look  her  up." 

"  Damn  you — you  won't  -tir  out  ol  thi-  hou-e  till 
I  tell  vou  It's  sate  to  do  m»,"  r.jonied  Dou.^la-  ni  hi-> 
i^ra'inf4  vuiec,  smi^ter  in  it-^  >u^^esti\ene->. 

"  ( )|  .  our>e  not,  ol  course  not,"  >aid  Koiik-oii 
ha-^tily.     "  But  there'h  no  harm  in  writing  to  lu-r." 

"  Ui'f-  -he  knnw  where  \-ou  an   li\  int;  .•' 

"  Ih.  la>t  time  I  >aw  h<  r  I  wa-  \i'rv  hard  up  ; 
in  ta- t,  1  liadn't  f^'ot  .-noui^h  loi  a  li.uri»rnn\'  do—. 
It  wa-  just  atiir  I  ran  a>  ro>-  \i'U  1  '.^it  her  hr-r 
prest-nt  >-ituatiun,  though,  "  lie  added,  with  a  >ell- 
sali^lied  '  hui  kle. 

"  Wrote  h>i  a  l,ll-e  leterenee,  I  -UppuSC  ?  " 

"  ^■e-.  I'-ual  thing  lad\-  g<'ing  abroad  >iury 
to  |,art  with  a  tru-^twuithv  inai<l  addn -^nl  n 
troin  a  new-paper  -hop  on  tin-  other  -^ide  ol  I.u'idou 
at  ll.e  ii.-t  (it  one  penn\  1  he  ihniL;  >  a:ne  oil  all 
rudil.  I  <  an  tl"  a  woman's  haudwritiiie  tei  pei- 
leetini) 

"  And  where  1-  ^he  uow  ^ 

'■    l;  ^«....       '^..1.   ,.-..         l,...i    ,   til  .1.1           \'..ii       I   ..t:    t       1111^- 
l.afu       .    -.j::  -.-•  :; — - 
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take  lier  -  little  woman  with  blai  k  snaky  evi";. 
fresh  loidiu',  sott  \-<»i((',  and  looks  a>  if  butter 
wouldn't  niflt  in  \n-r  mouth." 

"  I'll  spot  her.  Now  then,  you  set  t(.  W(.rk  and 
pra.ti>e  tlial  handwvitini,'.  Tht-re'--  thf  ^ovfrcii^n 
I  i)romistd  x^w.  and  e.\pt(  t  me  to-monow  t\-fnint; 
with  the  proper  tool-,  ap  paper  lor  that  pro  lou- 
dot  unient." 

He  flung  down  the  < oin,  and,  pra^pim;  R(jok-o]i 

by  thf  shouldei<,  ^aid  meaningly  : 

"  Don't  tor^et  what  I  told  you  about  hnig  1"W. 
At  luoent  you're  sate,  but  until  the  si  cut  i<  cold 
don't  show  your  nosc  in  the  street-  " 

Tlie  npxt  moment  he  tinned  .m  his  heel,  and 
with  a  strange,  cat-like  trrad  that  he  (  ould  assume 
when  he  liked,  quitted  the  room. 

The  summer  holidays  were  ov.r,  but  man\-  ot  the 
West  i'.nd  Mansions  had  still  their  '  lind-,  drawn 
down,  and  looked  desolate  enough  This  was  the 
<  a<e  with  the  house  in  i'.aton  Stpiare.  The  door 
was  open,  and  a  lootman  was  loungmg  on  the 
broad  steps.  He  was  on  bo.ird  waye-,  he  had 
nolhuig  t.i  do  bui  gossi[),  and  he  had  Uo  i.iie  to 
gossip  with.  So  when  Douglas  approached  him 
with  an  attable  "  good  evening,"  he  answered  in  a 
very  dith'rent  manner  Irom  that  whi.  h  he  would 
liave  assumed  had  he  lieeu  in  h\erv,  and  his  hair 
plastered  ami  powdered  He  t;a\e  a  pciihar 
snigLier  when  Doim'las  went  ou  to  enquire  whether 
(here  wa-  a  lioustMuaid  on  th  statt  named  jenny 
Bass.'tt. 

"  Old  friend  ol  jenny's  ?  " 

•■  I  u-ed  tt>  know  her  -ouie  time  ugo." 

■    ,\h      well,  she'>  l-Mt." 
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"  Wliort-'s  she  gom-  ?  " 

The  man  shrui^sf'd  his  sli.'uklcrs. 

"  That's  more  than  I  <  an  <av.  That  -^oit  nt 
woman'^  here  tuciav  and  K'-nc  tn-movrow.  V.ii  t 
IS,  service  didn't  snit  jennv  and  Jennv  duhit  MUt 
serviee.  I'll  \va,i,'i'r  slie  kn'W  a  thin;:  or  two  before 
>he  I  ame  here.  Anvhow,  -he  didn't  u^vt  on  witii 
(.iir    housekeeper     <  heeked    her,     -^o    -he    t;i..t     tl:e 

l.ullet." 

••  Just  what  1  -hould  expert.  Do  \on  kii^w 
wlit  If  slu-'s  to  til'  tound  ?  I'xe  hi-.ird  o!  a  jio-t 
tliaf>  likely  to  nit  her  but  tiave  .on  uul  liv.- 
minutes  to  -pare  ^  W.-'ll  ha\'-  a  think  it  vou 
don't  mind." 

The  propo-ition  wa-  \er\-  ai  •  eptabl<-.  and  the 
two  adjourn. -d  \><  a  (ini.-t  ho-t(  hv  where  th.-  man 
was  tvidentlv  wdl  known  He  was  (,t  a  Iriendlv 
dispo-ition,  ami  he  >  ontid.nl  in  l).iUL;la-  that  j.nnv 
was  iiuw  "  <in  her  own. 

"  Y.^u'r**  a  man  <A  tlu-  wnrld,  I'll  bit,"  -aid  le.*, 
with  a  wink  "  V«iii  kn^w  what  1  nuMii  Between 
\..u  and  nir  and  tin-  ;m1.  po-t,  I  diMii.t  it  I-niiv's 
making  a  loi  hiii'-  1  oo  nui'  h  >  omp<titiuii  l-iuiv''^ 
iiiilv  a  bit  ol  a  thiiii;,  ,ind  the  tall  -waKk''"''  woineii 
i^f\  the  pull  uj  th.'  Intl.-  women  Not  .ilwavs 
thiiutdi.  il  't  '"'lie-  t(.  a  Ian-  tiuht.  fenn\'  .ilways 
hai  her  wit-  about  her,  and  -he'-  i^ut  tlie  .  ht-ek  ot 
till'  di-\il  I  -hoiildn't  wa-tf  mu'  h  tiim-  <>\rv  hi-r 
It  the  po-t  \'ou  titfrr  mean-  ruuninu'  -trai^lit  Ol 
(.lur-e  -he'll  be  awtiilb,-  obliged  to  \ou  I'll  \'a: 
sh'-'d  tsMve  anv'hin.L;  to  hi'  abh-  to  turn  up  what  -Ik's 
doini:  tlnvTall  sav  thai  b\it  vai  .nay  takr  my 
Wold  tor  It,  if  -he  ti,i;\^  a  -it  and  it  i-u't  ..n  \el\it. 


!  I  I        J..  . .    L-    :t     !•-. s>i»L' 


144  THE   FA'ES   OF   AEICIA 

Dwu^las  kntw  thi-  a-^  Wfll  as  ur  l)rtter  than  his 
inlniinint,  Init  lir  cxplaiiifd  that  he'd  liki-  to  t;ive 
Iriiii\-  ,1 '  li  111'  1  ,  il  hr  tinlv  knew  whcif  l<i  find  htT. 

■  l.(,nk  hri.',"  ^aid  hi-  new  triciid  suddenly. 
"  1)..  vHii  kiK'W  thf  '  Crdwn  and  Cu-liion  '  1  )trbv 
Sli<i  t ,  Pi.  .  adill\-  ? 

n.iULjla-  iKuKli'd  N"  "iH'  had  a,  wider  a<  qiiain- 
t.iii'  r  with  \Vr-t  laul  imbhe-hdn-i-^  than  he.  This 
kii..wlfdi,'c  wa-  [)art  nt  in-  |irul(--i(iiial  trainnm  >>i 
the  iM-t  tWM  \rai>.  "  Tr.Mik-  "  ha\-f  all  ot  ltnni 
tJKir  iaviiiiritr  "  huii<r-  ot  .all  "  and  like  tloi  k^  to 

hk.". 

"  It'-  now  ten  o'l  loi  k.  It  y<Mi  •-tart  at  onco 
v..n'll  ino-t  likrl\-  >  at.  li  h-'"  She'-  s^.'nrrally  at  tlit- 
'  Cr.'wn  ami  ("n-hion  '  IniWirn  halt-past  ten  and 
tlcxcii.  >tavs  tlurr  until  the  thcatrt's  and  nni>i. 
liall-  Ix'^ni  to  turn  .nit.  D-.n  t  >ay  I  told  vn 
she  mi-lil  think  Id  Ljivrn  h.r  awav.  >h''^  ii"t  a 
bad  -nit  it  Ntai  d..n'i  \n\\  her  ba.  k  np.  >lu'  >  an  be 
a  I'.ttlc  tirrnr  it  -hv  like-  " 

I)  pii,L;la>   proini-fd,   and   alter  standing   his    ni-w 
tiitiul  aii..thii  drink.  li<"  dt  partrd. 

j),  ibv  >trttt  wa-  a  -Imrt  tliuroii.L^htarc  ninniiif^ 
b.lwivn  Pi(  .  adilK  and  the  nii.idranl  Ihr  "Crown 
and  ("u  hinii"  had  a  \rrv  -mall  "  pnbli.  '  and  along 
'■  -aliH.ii  '  bar  M.'-i  "i  'hr  Crown's  patron-  wi-re 
v.ilnnii  .  ii>t..inrr>.  Mill  ot  tlir  kind  known  as 
■•.hrap  -wrlb;  wire  lounging  at  tlir  bar,  eyeing 
sonir  liilt  a  do/en  w.iineii  >itling  li.-ile>-lv  on  the 
rrim-iMi  pln-h  "  luiniK'  ."  v,v  h  with  a  glass  of  liquor 
on  ihe  labl.-  m  boiit  Tluv  were  dre.-o^d  in  tinrry 
ob\ion-lv  bonghl  at  a  -e.  ..nd  hand  wardrobe  >hop, 
and  nioii  m  le—  tawdry,  and  they  ^ippinl  their 
drink  at  luii;;  inteuai-  l"  eke  li  .mi.      M-i-t  "t  theni 
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had  [)rubably  spent  tliL'ir  la^t  {)enuv  -^o  tliat  they 
nu^'ht  ri,-,t  in  the  Hf(ht  and  warmth.  Sum-  ,,i  them 
paid  an\'  attrntiun  to  the  wciuhl-be  (iij[lcrs  at  tlie 
bar.  l:;.\perien(-e  had  taught  them  td  sum  up  men, 
and  t!ir\'  knew  thiir  was  not  one  ot  the  oglers  wortli 
j)uwd(r  and  >hot. 

l)ou^hi>  touk  ^tdtk  of  th(^  dejei  ted  fa*  f>,  and 
pii  ked  Diit  ont^  whieli  si-emt-d  to  correspond  with  thi- 
d.-i  nptioii  ot  Jfunv  Ba>Mtt  gi\-cn  bv  Ro(.kson 
and  th.-  i.aton  Square  servant,  hhc  had  a  smooth 
la.  I-  and  >licpv-h)nking  fves  with  lont:  dark  lashes, 
whi.  h  ^hf  had  an  aftra' tivr  vva\-  ol  ch-ooping  and 
n  httni^    wlicn    a    man    ^lan.  cd    at     her.     Dou^^his 

t-|  ordiMvd  a  drink,  and  with(jut   h<>itation  sat   down 

b\-   her   >idi'. 

"  Will,  how  t,'o(>-  it,  Jcnnv  ?  "  said  hv  in  the 
fannli.ir  t.,iii-  (,t  an  old  a.  quaintam c. 

fill-  d<u"k  (A  r>  rcgardt'd  him  (auticnisly  and  not 
altM-.thri-  wall  lavonr.  No  doubt  the  t-a-v- 
r.iaiiihn  d  -tran!<fr  had  met  her  somewhere.  How 
'ould  >h.'  tell?  At  that  monunt  Do  igLi-  did  not 
look  \ti\-  pnoperous,  and  she  did  not  t  ik<-  I  In- 
tioiil)l.-  to  make  evt's  at  him. 

"Oh,  same  a-.  UMial,"  said  sin-  iros>lv.  "On 
''"'  '"'  ^  II  N'ou're  going  to  stand  m«-  a  drink, 
Veil  d  better  do  it  sharj.,"  and  her  cvi'S  went  to  (he 
'  lot  k. 

I)"ii-l,is  hteh.'d  her  what  >h<'  lamied  a  bottle 
"I  <.iiniii.-^>  and  started  .hatting  on  the  topi,  s 
l""'V  and  her  Hsterho.ui  are  alwavs  iea(l\  \u 
''i  '"■^;  the  haiducss  ,,t  the  time-,;  the  tvraiiny 
and  e.xt.Mti.m  ol  landladies  at  home,  the  abscn.  e  ol 
in.'heN-  .ibio.i.l  and  the  nieanih  -  •  t  men  ev.-r\-- 
wht-n- 


146 


THE   EYES   OF   ALICIA 


Gradually  J'-nnv  thawed  and  sh.-  became  amuMng. 
She  had  considerable  jxiwer^  d  mimirrv,  e.aild 
tell  a  st(.rv  verv  wrll,  and  had  a  r,uprenie  c  ^.ntcnipt 
tor  married  women.  Uuu^la.,  rould  be  verv  com- 
panionable when  he  liked,  and  a^  a(  quaintance^lnp 
luidrr  promi- nous  .nvumstan*e>  olten  ^m'ow^ 
a^  swittlv  a-  .fonair>  ^'oard,  th--  two  w.Te  ^.M,n 
excellent  triends. 

Th.-n  Do.ifila^  broached  the  Mibje,  t  whi.  h  had  led 
hnn  t<.  seek  .,ut  Jenny.  AH  li'"  wantrd  hn  to  do 
was  to  -shadow  a  certam  lady.  Th*-  ,  ..mnii-^^ion 
would  not  mt.Miere  with  what  >he  cho>e  to  do  m 
,,th.-r  dncction->  ;  all  h<-v  .-xpcnses  would  be  paid, 
and  he  <  (add  i^uaranter  her  a  pound  a  week. 

"  I  know  It'--  not  ab  mui  h  a<  you're  worth,  Jenny, 
but  it's  ^omt:  to  had  t(»  somethmu  ds.-  whi.  h  niav 
pour  hundreds  into  your  pock<-t.  Ot  .  ourM-  it  b  a 
spec,  but  it  it  .  omes  off  it'll  be  a  biy  thin:^." 

The  occupation  wa-  one  thoroughly  to  Jt  nny 
Bassett's  ta.-,te.  It  >he  had  not  taken  early  to 
thieving,  >he  miuht  ha\  e  blossomed  int..  a  ladv 
det.ctive  the  qualihcatioii>  required  tor  both  are 
mu.  li  the  -ame  but  it  wa>  loo  late  now  to  be  an\  - 
thm.u  but  a  '•  copper's  nark,  "  and  she  had  tar  too 
mu.  h  spirit  and  independent  e  to  des.  end  -o  low. 

She  at  hrst  turned  up  her  uo-^e  at  the  term  ,  but 
after  much  haggling  agreed  to  '  take  on  the  job  " 
at  five-and-twentv  shillings  a  week  Tlu  n  Dougla-. 
gave  her  preci>e  directions,  and  the  two  parted  at 
Pinadilly  Circus. 


\^ 
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ioK  th.'  mijiuriit  cMTvthin^  \va>  driven  In.m 
All.  Id-  mind  -av<'  the  dicad  ut  sicin^  her  lui-band 
attain,  ^ln-  was  alraid  ot  him  and  she  (ould  nnt 
ihiiik  ni  hini  withuut  a  shudder.  I'ntil  tate  had 
tiuu-i  liim  intii  hir  path,  hho  had  striven  to  lor^^et 
her  nKiiriaf.;t  t(/  iuok  upon  it  as  something  she  had 
read  ill  ti.  tioii.  It  seemed  so  unreal.  Vet  it  \va^ 
"I'f  '""  true  !  Ke\i\id  as  it  had  been,  the 
-tur\-  (,i  her  ,i;irlho(<d  sti/ml  out   hetoie  hei   le\ered 

\  I    IwU. 

■^ii'-  pa'  <d  the  room,  and  her  thou;<hts  rex-oKrd 
ill  iier  Injin  hke  a  squirrel  in  its  i  af4<.',  alwavs 
'  I'liiUiL'  ba.  k  to  tiie  same  startin;;  point.  Sht* 
'I'liM  "uK  Wonder  ii  her  husband  -uspr.  ted  what 
w.t-  in  her  mind,  It  was  hardlv  jx.ssible  that  he 
did  imt  \vi  ^ht  lelt  lie  went  Iroin  her  m  perte*  t 
' ''Utid.ii.  e  that  he  had  nolhiiif^  to  tear.  l;;de*d. 
h.id  le  b,,n  atraul  he  would  hardlv  ha\  e  vi-ittd 
hn. 

I  lull  laiiie  another  hauntmL;  thought  How- 
did  tlic  appearance  ot  h.  i  husband  on  the  ^,  ene 
uillurii.  ,.  lur  111  re-, 11(1  t./  I'.n.  diavdoii  ?  Stirelv 
It  I'-ik'il.  boli.-d,  and  Oarred  e\ei  \  thint:  i<'niernin^ 
hni)  ->!,.  ua^  t;l,,,|  ii,,\v,  so  ^hr  tii.d  \>>  pei-uade 
'"■''''■    that    (ir.i\don    had    neiih'T    written    n^r 

'"'Mn-         ll    \\a-    imue   imp-latlve   tliajl   ryri    (hat    she 
^ll.iUld   lidget   hull. 
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Yet  had  she  known  that  it  was  Eric  Graydon 
who  had  been  nearly  done  t.'  death  within  a  short 
distance  of  Vine  r.)tta.c;e,  slie  nuf^lit  have  taken  a 
diftV-rent  view  ol  the  position.     But  this  she  did  not 
know.      For   a   whole    week    Kric    remained   m    the 
mhnnary  unidentified.     There  was  nothint,'  extra- 
(.rdinarv  in  thn.      F\erythin^^  upon  him  that  could 
ha\e  mad<-  it  known  who  ho  was  had  been  taken. 
Davis  was  too  u-ed  to  the  vagarif>  ot  his  nia-ter 
to  trouble.     Besides,  Eric  had  told  iii>  man  that  he 
mi.iiiit    be    awav    for   some    days,    and   had    never 
mentioned  where  h.-  was  goint,'.     Nor  did  it  >tnkc 
Per.  V  and  Latimer  tliat  he  meant  to  vi>it  Moivden. 
A:,  t..r  lii^  trav.-lhnK  bay,  that  was  lyin-  unclaimed 
in  the.loak  rocmiol   Uxliridiie -tation.     Ol  .'our^e 
when  .onsci.m^nes-^  returned,  everythm-  would  be 
explained,  but   tor  th.    moment  th.'  poh- e  had  not 
suhfd  the  mystery. 

S(.  Ahcia  still  lingered  at  Vine  ('..tta^'e,  unn  bv 
(  (.nflictniL,'   emotion^   m   whi.  h   horror   ol    Dout^las, 
as  her  husbau.l  now  railed  hinisell,  and  a  yearning 
te  s,.,-  {•'.ric  (.ravdoii  ouee  lu.nv,  it  it   w.re  uiiiv  t.. 
sav     K""tLbye,     stru.L'.yled     tor    mastery,      hi     her 
wa\ering  th.-Ui^hts,  ^he  .  ould  not   help  wondering 
why  ICri.   had  not  availed  himseli  ..1  h-'r  permission 
to  .  all  upon  her.      Though  she  was  cunvuv  etl  that 
1,1^  s.ien..'  was  t,.r  the  l.e^t,   she  f.l.    at    tunes  dlh- 
a,,,„,uiied.     and     immediately     altei     was     aimry 
b-.ause    ..t     her   disappointm.iit.      W  lat    .  ould    it 
matter    wluther    I'.ri.     (.raydon   '  ame   or   not,    she 
ask.il    herM'lt    one    moment,    [.u/vlum    h.  r    brains 
the  next   m  trynu;  t.,  hud  the  iva^ou  which  k.[)l 


iiiiCi  avcii  \  . 

At    the  end   ul   a   we-k   her   iriesulutioii   passed. 


r 
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She  had  ;^'iv(  ii  Vav  (iid\  (l"n  his  >  ham  e,  and  he  had 
,dl"\vrd  it  to  shp.  It  was  now  left  for  her  (o  j^rotrc  t 
h' !>'lt  acrainst  her  husband,  and  >hc  decided  to 
■  all  on  th(^  h'Misp  ayent  tmm  whom  she  had  taken 
\'ui<'  ((itta.Lie,  and  make  some  arrangement  with 
him. 

Meanwhile  tfie  <  opy  of  ihr  Society  Scorpion  left 
behind  by  hov  husband,  had  been  l\inL'  unopened. 
.■\h'  ia  '  ould  not  tor  some  time  brin^  herself  to  read 
what  thf  paper  said  about  her.  How  at  la>t  she 
'.line  to  do  so,  she  could  not  explain.  The  ^<:urri- 
|oii>  -.niH^in::,'  remarks  sent  her  white  with  in- 
diL:natioii,  Then  trembling:  from  a  fechnj,'  of  shame, 
-111'  threw  the  papei  from  hi-r,  for  it  flashed  a<  ro^s 
!ier  mnid  th.it  it  was  the  writer's  base  msimiations 
\\h\'  h  li.id  krj)t  iji'    <ira\don  away. 

.\nd  \ri      no,  I  cant  believe  that  he  would  he 
so  unjusi,  "  ^he  .  ned  aloud. 

The  insinuations  pointed  at  him  as  well  as  at 
li'iselt  It  h,-  were  scnsitixe,  he  mipht  well  be 
Ml' bneil  to  think  twi>e  before  iie  i  ontinued  his 
.1' '|u,u!it.ini  e  wilh  her.  But  this  tiuudit\'  did  not 
'  on-ort  well  with  the  opinion  she  had  tormed  of  his 
I  lMr;e  tei. 

Ih'-n  I  auie  ,1  letter  iioni  the  editor  ot  the 
iii.r_:.i/ine  1!)  will,  h  het  eltorts  had  ajipeared.  He 
w.iiitid    -oinr    more    -tones    trom    her    p(Mi       Hi> 

l'''l't        I  M'  lo-cd       two       otjirr^         Both       Weic       tloni 

pubji-lni-  riiev  wrot<-  mtunatm;.,'  their  done 
to  see  ,iii\  iio\el  -he  in,i\'  iitAi-  written,  and  oHcrm;:; 
\er\'  ta\  oiitiihlc  terms. 

Ib'W  w.is  It  ,h'-  wa-  -uddeiih-  nui  alter  !•'  .\t 
111 -I  -lie  w.is  ,(.11-  oii^  ot  a  ^jow  ot  elatif)!!  ;  then 
l"ll'>wed  in.  icdidity,   lor  blie  knew  perfet  tly   well 
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tliat  thc^r  (  Unit..  (H  ;■  1-,  tlintmli  tlicv  mi^ht  p-.^.p^s 
fn -hue--,  WMT  Mrt.iinlv  -Mni'^wli.it  ^nid<'.  1  lio 
rra-nii  diiwiird  uixiii  lur.  >lii'  h.id  br(  oiiv  "a 
iio(nri'»u>  woiuHii  ' 

SIk'  frit  ;i  -f^n-r  "1  Imimliatinn.  N'<'t  tor  WMiIrl- 
woiiM  -hr  pandi  r  ♦■  tli<'  ninrhid  '  miim.i1\-  ..t  iinvrl 
rv.idt'i>  and  ^tiinnKil'    thru    jadi-d  iii)|)i-tit('-. 

"  Th<A'  want  to  n.id  in\-  b<t<«k-  -iniplx'  he.  an-r 
I  ni  the  '  W'-nian  '>!  the  I-.vo.'  \N'<^!1,  tin  \'ll  be 
di.-appointcd.'    \va>  hor  roninu-'nt. 

Shr  thrrw  tli'^  lcttrr>  a-idr.  "^Im  li.id  iu>  in- 
,lin,iti(in  t(i  nn^wcr  tlxin.  Mok  n\ri ,  had  -lir  botMi 
di-pn-i  d  to  a.  '  rpt  thr  flattrrnm  otter-,  -lir  >  onid 
li.irflK-  lia\r  dniir  -",  t'T  -he  h,id  notliiiiL;  n  ad\-, 
and  li'  ^^l-  ni  no  niond  t(>  write  I  lun  tbr  fear 
(,f  a  -p'  cikI  MMt  trnm  hor  hu-band  n\.  i,  anio  cvevv- 
tliinj,'  rl-^e,  and  -lir  >  ailed  en  the  lim^e  a^mt. 

"  I  am  u'l'iim  to  Hri^litnn,  "  -aid  -he  "  for  a  tew 
wrrk>.  In  the  nuMntinie.  peihap-,  \(>ii  had  better 
take  (liaise  nt  the  hcii-e,  1  will  let  \-.m!  kn'W  when 
1  K  hnn.  M->-t  lik'  W  I  >hall  kee|>  <mi  tlio  plai  v  for 
another  (piavler." 

A  \oiinp  man  with  rrddir-h  ban'  and  a  -elf-vatistied 
snnle  rn  rued  the  ke\-,  and  a-ked  for  her  addre--- 
in  f-iriLjhton  in  i  .i-e  he  ini,:;ht  want  to  »  ommunieatc 

with   her. 

"I  will  let  \ou  know.  Ixe  not  quite  made  up 
nw  mmd  where  I  -h.di  -^ta\    ' 

■jlien  -he  he-itated,  and  the  voiiiil:  man  with  the 
reddi-h  hair  looked  at  h<-v  admirm-K-.  a  tribute  to 
her  I  harm-  ot  \\lii>  h  -he  \\a-  wholK   uii'  on-i  ton-. 

She  wa-  '  oif-iderinL;  wluther  -he  -liould  le.i\e 
:\uy  m-tnii  tion-  snpposiiiL'  Iter  Ini-band  -liould 
eall.     She    dceidcd    she    would   udt.     To    tell    this 


,1    ■' 


JENNY    1USSKTT   THK    SPY        ini 

vouii'.:  ni.m  tliat  it  ainuae  m.idr  iiuiuines  con- 
I  rniiiii:  li'i  \v>  informatinn  wa'^  to  Iv  civi-n,  \v<iuld 
but  ox'Mte  (urio-itv.  Hettcr  tru-^t  to  <  haii<  c, 
\vhii~h  '-onH'tini('->  ordered  thinf,'>  hotter  tlian  tho 
nio-,1  '  .irefnl  j)l;iniiinK  and  dclilK'rate  •  aution. 
A>  a  matter  ot  ta'  t,  she  did  not  intend  to  '^d  to 
Hni:hton.  Sin-  <>n\\  ^aid  this  to  tlirow  du>t  in  the 
e\('-  of  .mvonr  who  mi;^dU  enquire  aft(>r  her. 

Ihr  next  rail  was  at  Uxbridt:<'  railwa\-  -tation 
to  ,irrant,'f  for  h^r  hij^f,'a^e  to  be  >ent  for,  .ind  while 
she  wa<~  douii;  >o,  a  train  fioni  London  <  aine  in,  and 
from  it  dt'<i ended  a  younj^  woman,  (luic^tlv  drosed, 
small  in  --ize,  pretty  lai  e.  round,  >ino(ith,  dreamv- 
r\-.  d.  and  with  an  air  of  ddnure  yet  i«ert  assur.mi  e 
wlu'  h  showed  that  she  had  hun:  be<!i  in  tin  habit 
of  takint,'  I  are  o|  herself. 

>hc  pa-^f^d  tlirongh  the  bookmu-'ifti' <•  .i-  .Micia 
wa-  falkini:  to  fhr  lugf^ape  porter,  and  the  nanif 
"  Vint'  (  ottaue  "  cautzht  thf  sharp  fai  s  of  the  \-ouiil; 
l,id\-  from  LondMii.  !^he  pau--ed,  thi-  i'\o  as  sharj) 
a-  h' r  car-^  rented  ou  Ali(  ia,  and  >he  loitered, 
,il>|),ir''ntl\-  to  ^tndy  the  tone-table. 

Then  she  turned  and  went  out.  and  when  out  ide 
the  station,  pulled  a  eopy  of  the  Scnrpion  from  h<^r 
wrist -bat,'. 

"  My  w<u(l,"  i-jaeuiatrd  the  youn,;::  lady,  "  it's 
ih'^  ycvy  identiial!  W'hat'-^  thr  ','ame  ?  I  t;u«-s 
;;/\  ::ent's  sweet  on  the  L;irl.  arid  that  he'-  i'mIous 
of  the  {.:o(id-lo,il  iuL;  bo\-  who  wa>  ^nap  >hotted 
with  her." 

B\-  "  nu'  :;(nt  "  the  vounq  lad\'  meam  Poiiqlas. 
who  h.id  taken  Itrr  into  his  employ,  and  If  >  ould 
hardh-  h.i\e  seli'i  ted  a  better  spy  than  Mi--  Jane 
Ba-seti.      Jane   wa-   bom    In    niiiigiio   aii-i   t't    f.n.i. 
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"^lio  WH--  <  "imrattil.itiim  lifisclt  th.it  she  had  brrn 
'-axed  a  'jirat  deal  <>f  tmuhle  bv  h^fifiiip;  upon  >''ss 
>hiiitin^c.  wlicn  >h('  htard  tlio  latt(T  apjimai  hiii^', 
and  ^hc  liad  jn:-!  tiiin'  to  thni-^t  the  Scorpion  iiitn 
her  ba},'. 

Ahi  la  ranir  nut  ot  the  station  and  w.Uk'^d  j)a^t 
Mi'-^  Ha^'-ett  with'  Mt  takin^an\' nntii  iMif  h'T.  riicn 
the  two  <  Mil  tin  111  (i  at  about  t  hi'  sauH-  di-tan>  r  apai  t , 
thi'  I.oiidnn  \i>nnL;  lafh'  arrnmnii»d.itiiii;  hiT  -t'p 
rxai  tlv  til  th.it  nt  Ahi  ia,  sn  that  the  latter  < ould  be 
easily  kept  in  \  irw  and  \ ct  nut  suspr<  t  she  was 
beinc;  tnllowed. 

\Vh(ie\-er  Ah(  la  \\«nt  -m  wmt  Mi^-  Bassett. 
]'in<dl\'  Vine  (  iitt.iL;e  was  nai'hed,  and  thi'  pii  tnr- 
r-(]ue  little  retn  at  be.  aine  ipiite  an  ubji'  t  of  niterest 
to  the  bhu  k  eve>  with  the  Innij;  sUken  la-^}ie>.  No 
lon^'er  were  lh'\'  dTearn\-  and  detnun-.  .Mis.>  Jane 
Ba>^i  tt  ki'pt  thi^  esjvrial  a>pe(  t  lur  the  nvMi-iolk, 
^a\e  when  the\-  annnved  hrr,  .lud  thi'\-  i  ould  fliiii 
fl,i>h  in  a  \"i  r\  derided  la-hinn. 

Skirtin'-:  the  road  whi<  h  ivii'dered  Vinr  (  nttaj^i  , 
and  on  tlir  oppu-itf  ^ide,  \v,i-  a  plantatiou  through 
whi'h  irin  a  pnbli'  path.  ( >n  eai  h  side  were 
thi'kets  ol  branibl(\  hawthorn,  holK-,  wild  ro>i -, 
and  li'MKA  vu<  kle,  and  Mis-  Ba>->rtt,  ^tra\-in{^'  troin 
till  path.  I'lMud  >lie  rniild  w,U<  h  the  i  ottaj^M'  without 
hii>i'll    bniiu    ^ren. 

Half  an  hniir  went  bv  ,ind  HMthin;;  li<V|ipini  d. 
Ihtn  -111'  '  aimhl  -i'.;ht  mI  a  \ouni,'  man  i\  identlv 
in  w«Mk  liialth  Ilr  ua--  \\alkin:4  \  er\'  >lowlv  .ind 
wa-  liannr.'  In  av  il\'  i>n  hi-  --ti'  k.  I  hi'-  wa^  a 
wrj' mni^  I  haimi'  troni  the  nionoii'UN'  I'l  whi' h  Mi-s 
Ba--i'tt  w.i-  bi' online;  r.ifhir  tired       1  he  little  lady 


JENNY   HASSKTT   THE   SPY        153 

wrrr  vnni:  diul  (^'xul  I'lokm^,  and  thn  ni.m    \v.i=. 
beth. 

"  !,o(ik-  'I  '-well,  '  thnui^ht  Mi->.-  F-?ii>^itt,  wh"  Im'1 
a  k(  f^ii  piT'cption  i>f  difforerv  (•■-  in  thr  inalr  ^cx. 
"  \\'rar>  a  ^llk  tn|)prr  in  town,  I'll  waL'rr.  Awtnl 
b.id.  th'Mii^'h,  he  scenis." 

Tli<^  \-Mimi,'  Iad\-  \v.i<  always  "pra  to  a  flirtation 
ami  -h'^  wa>  h.ilt  tcinptt^d  to  rat(  h  h»'r  die--  in  a 
iM'.nnblc  or  pretend  fright  at  an  ima^^uiarx'  -nak'  \\\ 
til'  hope  ot  rnli>tmf,'  the  >(T\i(i'.>  ot  thf  hand>onir 
\onriu'  man  ;  but  when  >hv  saw  how  fpchlr  lie 
aj)pi'art'd  to  be,  she  abandoned  the  idi  a,  for  thoni^h 
the  h(^dL;e  wa>  not  hi^^h  it  wa>  a  sufhi  lent  barrier 
to  a  man  who  ha<i  apparently  jn^t  ii  <  o\ci(d  tioni 
an  illnes>. 

Boidis,  Mi»  Ba^>ctt  wa>  not  in  the  lea-t  >vmpa- 
th'-tr  ;  indeed.  >he  wa--  inten-'^lv  selt!--!!,  and  !i  it'd 
p(  op]f>  who  wcrt'  ill,  opei  ialK  men.  Her  mtiK^-^t  m 
the  ~tram:er  ai  <  oidin^h'  waned,  onl\-  to  be  re\i\e(i 
will  n  --he  >a\\  liim  open  the  little  wp  ket-^ate  and 
in, ike  hi.^  wa\'  up  the  ji.itli  to  Vine  Cottage. 

"  lb  '.->  ^oinj;  to  >('(•  .\n-~--  M<introM,"  -aid  the 
little  >p\'.  "  What  lor,  I  \\(>nd(^r  ?  1  widi  I  was 
,1  moii-c  in  the  < drner  to  hear  what  the\-'\-e  pot  td 
talk  about." 

.\n\hov,  >he  uKide  up  tor  her  inal)ilit\-  to  hear 
l)\-  lu  I  ~!iar]me>-  ot  \  i>ion.  ^h(  p.irted  tlio  braiv  lies 
and  piercfl  tlirout^di.  It  u.i--  -o  still  ~,lic  <  onid  he,n- 
till  bell  tin;,'  The  i  alier  w.is  lidL;rt\'  and  lui- 
ji.ili'Mt,  to]  whih  waitiiif^  he  tapjxd  hi-  -tr  k 
aL;,iin-t  the  step.  Thrre  was  no  m  -.pdHr-c.  ;ind  he 
ranu'  .il;.iiii.      S'ii'^   nioic   iin|iatii  m.  e. 

.\s  Mi~>  Ha--'  ft     ,id  wat'  hed  Ah'  la  into  the  (  ot  - 

1...   1 — ....     I,  ,  1    ,4 ...   I, 1   .1...   i;.»i„ 
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f  L'  t  ^Avp  ii  /r^t  to  Iv^r  ociupation.  Annther  thinj:^ 
shr  i-aw  to  h(  r  inhnitc  rnjovnirnt.  The  (  urt.iin 
(il  one  nf  the  iii>p(r  wiiidnw-s  wiis  swifth'  drawn 
h,ii  k,  ;md  ;i  \.i>  r  iijiivared  Un  a  inomfnt.  It  was 
quitr  pM^-ibl(^  td  ^''1'  the  \i--it'ir  tr<ini  fhl^  window. 
R\'  thi^  fiiiK^  th(^  latter  h.id  tuint'd  lii>  bac  k  to  the 
dodi.  and  tlir  \(inn,i,'  lad\'s  ^harp  o\<'-^  saw  liitii 
biting'  hi^  h\».  .md  the  I'mk  ot  (ii<appnint m^nt  in 
his  ("Vfs. 

"  Mv  ,1,'rai  i<m-,  what  a  lark  !  !^hp  rithrr  doesn't 
\\.nit  tn  >pe  him,  it  >hi^'>  making  horsrlf  extra 
bt'autifnl  bf'tcirc  '-hr  nprns  the  dmir." 

Ihr  (  (ittai;o  stood  in  the  (  entrf-  of  a  larf,'*'  parden, 
and  thr  \onn,!,'  man,  aft'T  hcsitatim,'.  <  amc  from 
mikI'i  tlif  ]>o!(  h  and  tdi.k  half  a  dozen  >tep-.  alom^ 
the  p.ith  le.idin  •  t>>  the  h,\<  k  of  the  honse  Then 
he  -topped,  wa>  e\identl\-  m  doubt  w'^it  to  do,  and 
retiuned  to  the  door.  The  meanin..  'f  this  was 
perfp'  tl\- 1  Ir.u  to  Mis^  Ha^>ett. 

"  He  thinks  ^he'^  ni  the  ^iirdrn,  but  doe-n  t 
know  wh'thei  -he  mi,!.:ht  not  think  hnn  '  heekv  d 
he  went  to  look  tor  her,"  wa^  the  \onnt;  lad\' s 
(  op.  h;>ion 

l'"or  the  third  time  hi-  rmf;mp  ot  tlv  bell  wa^ 
nnixaiMiL;.  lie  wliieli'd  round  .ibrnptlv,  and 
walked  a-  (|nti  kl\-  ;i-  hi-  wakne-^s  would  .tllow 
Iiim  fjown  the  u.tiden  j)ath.  J.iii''  Ba'-^ett  could 
now  >ee  hi-  la' e  di-tin.  tl\-.  ^he  e,isll\'  read  the 
tne.inmL;  ot  it-  expre-'^ioii  bittrr  di-appoint ment , 
drjci  tioii,  ,ihno-t  de-pan  In-t.intl\-  \\r\  eves 
Wf'iit  up  to  the  wnidow  wli'-rr  -Im'  h.i'l  alr<'ad\'  -< m 
till'  bhnd  dia\M!  Oui  »  ni"ro  it  wa^  pullfil  ,L;riitl\' 
a-ide 

1/  r  i  I  '.-,..  .y) ..  •<•  •  ,  ••■       »  ♦        «•■   1 .         !■»  />  ___  li  n  trr  rttr\       f  >  tr       '.i 
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brief  -pH'  c  when  lie  \v,v  li-'d  thr  niad,  diifi  <<w  v  he 

I'.oked  ba<  k  at   the  hou-r.     But   ho  >hw  nothing'. 

llr  \v(Mit  a\va\-.  w.tlkini:  mnro  -lowlv  than  ivev. 
Fi\e   inirniti-  attcrward--  !  am*'  a  raiKva\-p<>i  trr 

wheiliiin    a    hannw       \\r    ran.L;    the    br'll.    and    tlii> 

tiin<~  'h»'  d'lnr  wa^  upriird  i]mi' kl\'  fnonuh  Mi>s 
B.i^-t-tt    -^aw  a  l)iL;   l>"\  and   imi  tinantiMn   br'>n;:lit 

.nit    and   takf'ii   awav      Stu'itlv  attrr   >  .uw   Alv  ta 

Montr'i-t'  hersflt,  and  took  thr  road  to  the  railway 

station. 

Th<"n     fonnv    Ba'^x'tl    -tnlr>    from    her    pla' f'    of 

I  oil' oahnfiit  ,ind  ^h^  al^o  wt-iit  to  th'-  station 
In  the  nvMntimo  Bn  t    I)oni:la>  w.i     at   hi-  wit--' 

rnd  how  to  '^i  \  uv>r\o\-  to  .  ,ur\-  on  hi-  darin;.^  dp>if:ii. 
It  wa-  of  \ital  import, lU' •'  ihat  hi-  >lionhi  know  ill 
All' ia  ■-  nio\nnrnt>,  and  |<'nnv  B,i>->ett  inoini-rd 
to  b,^  (^\(  i'rdint:l\'  \alu<ibl''  it  hr  i  onid  onl\'  pav 
hf-r.  H'  had  no  hold  omt  hrr  a>  hr  had  ov(>r 
Rook-on,  .111(1  h'^  had  fli>.nvnrd  that  Jrnnv  vv;\-  a 
\oMnt:  lad\-  with  .i  will  o|  h^r  own  She  ni-i-t(Ml 
upon  -oinolhine  down  bclorr  -ho  >  oiniiKMv  od.  and 
he  h.id  no  altornatnc  but  to  p.irt  with  hi-  la-t  halt 
!-o\  rrnif^n. 

lb-  had  niadr  hi-  atraimcnirnt-  with  Mi->  Ba— r-tt 
till-  rxrninL,'  hrfor(\  and  whilf  -ho  wa-  wli,it  -ho 
(  ,il|i'd  "  Ioxuil;  "  All' 1,1,  Donqla-  haxini;  I'ot  up 
\('v\  l.ito,  wa-  -hav  iiK'  in  tiont  ot  a  >  rai  kod  old- 
la'-hionod  minor. 

'Iho  po\rit\'  -tri' kon  b-ib-ittum  lonm.  uitli  it> 
>!  aiit;  roiil  and  window  lonkiiiL;  upon  ,i  broad 
J  ;t<r  piMtci  tc(l  l)\-  ,1  p.ii.ip't,  w.i-  m  k''pmL;  with 
th<  looknm  cl.i— .  I',\ 'ivthini^  had  th<'  " -«-.  nnd- 
hand  "  hall-m.iik  wiitt<>n  Iaii;o  upon  it      'Ih*'  iron 

■  -:i-.      *  -I      •  XI'       '  '^ ^ 
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WHS  off  aiul  If-  pl;i' ('  supphod  bv  a  bloi  k  of  wood, 
and  it  was  dofn  imt  in  three  of  the  bra-^s  knob<. 
'I  h<^  iiiaho^aiu'  fas\  (  h;iir,  upholstered  in  what  \\,i- 
oil'  ('  I  ,i!l(>d  inor.K  (  o  leather,  had  lost  an  arm.  The 
square  o|  <aipct  wa--  threadbare;  the  <  he-t  ot 
drawers  was  ot  painted  deal,  the  edpes  worn  white  ; 
the  wa-h'-tand  was  rii  ket\-,  and  the  water-ju;^' 
'  r.ii  ked.  The  paper  <  n  the  walls  wa^  of  an  in- 
de>i  ribable  hue.  Munetlung  between  a  dull  drab 
and  t<Tra-eotta. 

Th(^  outlook  tre.m  the  window,  so  inni  h  a-  the 
prote.  tum  para|iet  allowed  one  to  s<m\  was  as 
depre^-HiL;  a->  the  interior  ot  the  roopi — the  slopinj.^ 
root-  and  Miilo\el\-  .  Inninev-pots  nt  Ta\i-toek 
I'lai  e.  onee  t.i\i'iired  b\-  well-to-do  (  it\-  nier'hants, 
but  now  (  Mii>-idf-rabl\-  -nnk  in  it-  l<irtnne>.  The 
loom  111  \\hii  h  Bert  Houi^la  ^  w,i-  ponderiiii:  o\pr  his 
pemiile---  .  ondition  wa-  the  lourth-tloor  ba^  k  ot  a 
lod^'in^  hoii-e  ill  that  -emi-'iri  niar  row  of  hoii-e- 
onee  known  toi  ii^  title  i-  now  <  h.ui^ed  a- 
Hnrtoji  Cre-i  ent,  ot  sini-tei-  n     morie-. 

jo  tho.e  who  know,  it  is  difhc  iilt  to  pa-s  that 
^looun  retre.it  without  thinking:  of  the  two  nnirder^ 
th' i(>  |>erpetrated  ninrders  who|l\-  nnassori.ifed 
With  e  I' h  other,  (oiiimittffl  at  ditliieiil  d.iles  \-et 
str.in-el\-  -iinilai  m  tluir  in\->ter\-  ni\  -terte-  \',hii  h 
remain  nn-oKcd  to  the  present  hour.  No  wonder 
the  ii'-ideiits  hope  to  biir\'  the  past  with  the  delnii'  t 

II, line 

l)oi!-la-     had     not     williii!,'lv     >ele.  t  d     tin-     ill 

l.i\i'iu(<l     h".dit\-       Hi-      t,i-te-     were     natiiralb,' 

Inxniioii-.    and    he    wDuld    Iia\('    nni' h    piel»rrer|    .i 

We-t     i;nd    li"te|    ni    a    tnrni-hr'd    H.it       f^nt    need, 
•    ...I I.        i-_..i    ,1....  I    ,i_    _i       I    ■      I 

;;i;;r.i     v.ii;;;     ;;;;■     iii%  ii     Uii\t;j,     UIKi     liK     >.iC  \  ii     ii<iQ 


1  * 


JENNY   LASSETT   THE  SPY        157 

driven  him  to  this  shabby  quarter  of  London.  Yet 
the  phice  had  its  advantages.  The  room  was  (heap, 
it  was  withm  easv  walking-distance  of  the  great 
railwav-btations  ol  the  northern  Hne^,  it  was  near 
the  main  highwav>  ol  Ltuidon,  and  it  wa>  m  the 
verv  heart  ot  the  nomadie  quarter  whi«  h  hinges 
the  sedate  respei  tabihtv  ot  Russell  Square. 

The  nomadii  (  hara(  teri>tie  gave  it  its  eharms  in 
Dougki'-'s  eves.  Save  the  l<idging-house  keepers, 
a  ra'  e  quite  bv  themse!\es,  and  inured  bv  habit 
and  (M  (  iipatioii  to  the  Maui\-  ^^lde  ot  lite,  the 
popuhition  was  a  floating  one,  and  alwav--  eoniing 
and  going.  Nothing  e\er  exuted  tlie  •-urpri-e  of 
the  lodging-house  keepers.  You  i  ould  indulL;r  in 
anv  ei-(  emrieitv  \'ou  pleased,  and  uo  oiu'  tonk  an\' 
iiothf,  Seed\'  solit<ir\-  nvn  "  did  "  loi  tlieinsrl\-es, 
i>ot  in  the  sense  ol  putting  an  end  t<i  tliiir  existent  i-, 
but  m  It  gard  to  iireparing  their  nit  al-  and  making 
their  beds;  and  no  one  laitij.  ()ni  who  di  sired 
to  Jtof  his  idi-ntitw  to  bf  lo-t  to  hi--  tmnds,  to 
(t.n.  lal  huiisclf  trtiin  in>  nux  t  nitiit  eiupiines,  «  onld 
Imd  no  better  pl.i<  r  than  tin-  H!oom^l)ur\  Al-atia. 
llKleed,  unles>  \  uu  Wished  It ,  \oii  need  not  evtii  be 
known  to  voui  laiidladw  Yoii  would  ])r(.b.ibls- 
nittr\  It  w  h«r  when  \ou  took  tie'  loom,  but  [)ri. 
\i(l(d  \du  paitl  \dur  rent  puii' t  iiallw  it  was  luoif 
than  likeK'  \'ou  would  iie\t  r  sff  ln-r  ai^ain  i\i  cpting 
[)V  ai  (  idiMit  .\^  lor  the  l.indlord,  lif  w.i--  a  lugli- 
gible  (iiiantit\  N  '  doul)t  hf  e\i--t.  d  but  he  nmdit 
a--  Wfll  ha\f  btiii  a  ni\th  --o  lai  a-  indi\  iiiuahl  \' 
\va-  '  <'n'  t mt  il 

i'lif  "  LMiiiial  "  wa--  the  mean-  of  •  oinmuni.  ati<.n 
lietweeii  thf  lode-i-  and  tin-  l.tutUad','  \'ou  paid 
Vour  rem    to   ilie       gtiit-i.ti       vou   luaUv   y«»iu    <>>iu- 
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plaint.-,,  if  vou  had  any,  to  the  "  general,"  and  vou 
lodkcd  to  her  lor  assistance  in  all  eases  of  difhenltv. 

D(»ugla>  was  shaving  himself  very  (arelullv. 
There  was  no  nmrt  Mstidious  man  than  he  in  regard 
to  hi>.  toilt't.  Pirhaps  lie  wa^  lonsiiuii-.  hi»w  the 
very  nistant  he  lo^t  the  fre>hness,  tlu-  hlodm,  thf 
spi.  k-and-->pan,  the  iu--t-i)nt-(il-tlu--baiuil)<i\  Idok 
of  the  wt-ll-groiMned  man,  he  n-yaint-d  Iih  hanii-dcg, 
blackleg    a^^pc  t. 

S(j  whi'n  he  w.i  ii  turm  hi>  iiair  and  mtm-ta'  he 
Were  alwa\i  tiim,  hn  «  juthes  \v<vf  alwa\>  well  >  iit, 
with(tnt  a  s[),-i  k  un  them  ;  he  wa-  partii  idar  alj<Mit 
the  In  (il  hi>  gln\fs,  and  hi^  hat  and  Imot.-^  wviv  ^1 
thi'  i;ln>sie^t.  His  hat  wa-^  a  >pti.i.d  i  au^t-  nt 
anxiftw  l-",\('n  wlu-n  prmidrd  witJi  an  ninbrt-lla, 
at  the  -.lightest  slmwci  ot  ram  hf  W(inld  dive  into 
the  nearr--t  hostt-hv,  thcrf  t*i  it-main  till  the  shuwi-i 
was  iivfv.  Bnt  tvin  thi^  did  nut  i  oiitent  him.  \lr 
was  not  sati>h»'d  nntil  tin-  hatter  had  hrnshi  ij  and 
noned  hi>  i  h'li-^hcd  iK-adi^rar  and  itstditd  its 
piistnif  histn-.  He  Well  deserved  hi^  name  ot 
dentleman  F-'red    '     when  he  wa  ^  tlu-h  ot  mi'ne\-. 

Ol  latf  he  had  not  been  able  to  mdnlue  m  lln:^ 
dandvisin  .uid  hi-  >hal)binev-  (hated  hiin.  He  was 
onl\  realK  at  ea-e  when  well  dre-->ed.  >u.  iei\-  he 
did  Hot  I  are  about.  Hi-  tane\'  was  ti.r  loungim.; 
at  West  ImuI  biilt<'t-,  trr-atinti  hi-  tiiend>  and 
han^trs-on  m  lordl\-  ta-hioii,  it  he  weie  in  lunds, 
.iiid  l)ein.L;  lieate<i  ii  he  \\<n  nut  Hut  neitiier  the 
one  pleasuie  nor  the  oilier  had  he  knoun  for  many 
week-  i  hint;-  had  gone  wi<ii:;  witii  hnn,  ami 
whetlu'r  he  liketj  it  oi  not  he  had  been  diuiii  into 
Hooked  wa\-  it  wa>  not  the  tn-t  Imie  Hi 
olteii.  e   whi>  Ii   brought    the   Liw   upon   hnn   at    the 
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moment  ol  his  inania^f.  wa>  Itiigtiy.  At  D.iit- 
moor  lif  had  niadi'  Knok^on^  a(  (]uaiiitain  c,  and 
ht'  liad  U-arni'd  a  f^dod  deal  abniit  the  "  L;iatt>  "  ol 
other  <hadv  individual  wIki  nii/\cd  in  thf  ^tMin\ 
>idc  ot  hte.  KiMii^Miu  '.va^  a  "  niai^-iu.m,"  dthri- 
wi-e  a  brf^^niti-lcttcr  wntii ,  aiul  hr  hail  >  unif  tu 
i^iit't  through  innlalnif^  t'n>  tb  \iii\  the  ■-ll.'natuIt■-^ 
til  niort'  than  out-  wcll-know  n  |i'i~(in  liiliki- 
Rouk-^dii,  n<iut:la^  wa>  an  aniau-ui,  l>ut  liki-  uio-t 
aniatfin''-  In-  was  i  qual  tu  a  tnn)  dc  ti'tct  whi'  h  I'  \\ 
piol.s^Kjn.il-  Would  thuik  ol  at t- mptniLj. 

W'hil'  ixmdfiniL;  o\i  r  wh.tt  ln'  --hould  ilo  to  -'I 
nione\  til-  wiped  till'  ra/oi,  and  at  tin-  luhl  ot  thf 
bright,  k- en  blade  ^oniethiiiu:  tlucw  hnn  lulw  a 
>tatr  ol  iiiiAou^  honor  Hi-  rai-ed  in-  e\i  .iini 
saw  lai  ui:,  hitn  a  man,  whilt  .  ha^i^.iid,  thr  lip-  di  \ 
and  drawn,  parted  liflith  and  )u-t  -howniL;  tin- 
winti  e\en,  uleannni',  te.th,  the  t-\-( -.  wild,  dilated, 
teiroi'-'-trii  krn. 

It  wa^  hnu  elt      hi-  nna"f  ui  th>   niiiioi  ! 

Hi  -'ank  ba>  k  in  tin-  «  h.iu  ,  .md  nioiipul  hi-  damp 
Ion-head  For  a  h  w  moiiunt-.  In  wa-  buiiid  ni  a 
Milt  oj  lilhaiuN.  Hi-  haiel  wen  i-ia-pnu-  hi  . 
t(-inph>  .ind  loNiruiL'^  hi--  cvi-  1  hi  j..iio\\sni 
pa-'-ed.  Hi  i'i--e  to  In-  Uit,  -  tat:;.;!  i  ui;^  oim-whal, 
a-  thoiii;h  hi-'  iierv.  hail  haij  a  -hoi  k,  i)Ul  In-  lo(,k 
ol   t'-rror  /^mii-. 

"  I  iinist  ^et  n  •  1.1  ti'  tin        I  s/»((//  u.-t  ii^rd  to  it 
In-  mullered   tuiielv         '  \\  ■  iiothnit;   to  teai,   and 
why  -hould  I  bi-  vU(  h  a  !oo|  a>  to  bi    In-diti  ui    t  at 
ni\-    own    thoiiiilil-       li     Koik-'-n    doi--    In--    \\"ik 

Well  I  -hall  bi-  lolling  III  llloiii  \    bfli.ic  ItPiiL; 

He  went  nil  With  hi-  t.ii|t-t  I  h.  la-t  Wi.id  hf 
hud  uttered  -eeuieU  lo  dweii  m  in    nienn'U- 
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"  I'll  have  Ali<  ia  as  well  as  the  money,"  he 
suddenly  burst  out,  his  dark  fai  e  flushinj,'.  "  Why 
shouldn't  I  ?  she's  my  wife.  She  belongs  to  me. 
I  think  I  made  that  rltar  to  her" 

He  laughed  a  hard,  metalli(  laugh,  and  hi^  eves 
gleamed.  He  repeated  hi^  \vord>  over  and  omt 
again. 

It  took  him  some  time  to  dres>,  and  he  spent 
some  minutes  in  smoothing  hi^  hat  At  la^t 
txcrvthmg  was  to  hi>  vati>tat  tion,  and  he  sallied 
tortli,  not  quite  tht;  dandv  of  liirmcr  davs,  but  with 
a  -ugge>tion  of  having  made  tin-  l)i<t  ol  his  >habbi- 
ness.  The  gl((Ss\-  hat  whi(  h  he  alwavs  managed 
to  >(■(  ur»',  no  matter  how  low  wen^  his  tinanres, 
did  not  consort  well  with  his  threadbare  •  (jat  and 
whitened  S(\inis. 

He  walked  to  dower  Street,  took  the  train  to 
I'addington,  and  sauntered  into  the  (ireat  \\'e>ti'rn 
ti  rnniiu--.  His  objf  t  was  a  degrading  one,  but  he 
(•Mild  iKii  hi'lp  him~ilt  He  had  no  inone\-  and 
nioih  \'  he  must  ha\e  it  Iw  meant  to  pla\'  the  game 
pioptvK'.  To  dt  s.  riid  to  the  ji  Aci  ol  a  '  oinuMn 
"  hook  "  ill  otlh-r  Words,  a  pii  kpoi  ket  -was 
repugnant  ;  but  there  w;is  no  lulp  lor  it 

A  m. nil  line  train  w.is  about  to  start  The  plat- 
toiiii  was  a  -'  fUf  <it  1  oiitusioii  passcnmis  hiiirieillv 
se.ir.  hing  tor  sc.-it-^,  others  bidilinu  adieus  to  tiieir 
Irieiids,  l)a\\hng  (M.iters  wheeling  liii^gat^e,  ^i  ream- 
in:'  new-paper-bii\ -,  a.dding  to  the  dm       .K  .  rowd 

ot  Wtijdre-srd  peo|)le  Weie  (Ju-teicd  round  the 
(Jooi  ot  a  In -t  I  l.is-,  1  oinpai  1  lueiii ,  aiiioiiL;  thein  a 
I  oiiple  ol   ladle-- 

hoiiL'ias  took  stui  k  ot  tlu'x'  toi  a  few  moment's; 
then.   .1-   ,1   porter   appreiai  bed,   wheelmi:;   a   trolley 
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perilously  (lose  to  thr  K'"""!'.  li«'.  ;i>  'i  h\  a((idoiit, 
got  in  frojit  of  the  tr<illi-\-,  brushed  close  to  one  ot 
the  ladies,  lifted  his  hat,  apolo^'ibed,  and  disappeared. 
When  he  was  a^ain  seen  he  was  at  the  dark  part 
ot  the  station  at  the  rear  ot  tlie  train,  throwing 
snniething  on  to  the  line. 

"  Three  quid  and  a  tiver,"  he  muttered.  "  Not 
bad. 

What  he  had  thictwii  on  the  line  wa>  ;i  ladv> 
purse. 

The  nie.v.f'ments  of  the  skilled  "  hook  "  are  like 
li^htenin,^.  Swiftne>s  in  pot  ket-pi(  king  i>  ot  \ital 
iinportam  (■  The  whole  business  from  the  tnne 
Dout^las  spotted  his  \-i(  tim  to  tlint^ing  away  the 
purse  did  not  take  three  minutes. 

He  luniied  nito  the  booking-otti*  (>  and  i  han.y;ed 
one  ot  the  sovereif.;ns,  jJurchaHu^'  a  tuket  lor 
Suuthall  not  that  he  wanted  to  f^'o  there,  but  he 
required  a  let^Mtimate  objei  t  for  loitering  about  the 
station.  Then  he  slid  the  five-pound  note  into  .m 
enveioj)!',  which  he  had  l)roui,'ht  with  hun  readv 
stamped,  addres-i'd  to  him>elf  at  Burton  (  res.  ent, 
po^ted  It,  and  boldlv  went  li  k  to  the  station. 
This  time  it  wa^  the  arrival  plattoiiu  lu'  sdr.  ted 
tor  his  hunting  ground  When  tin-  tram  arn\ed 
he  mingk'd  with  the  erowd,  keeping  his  eyes  h.xed 
on  the  lady  passengers,  espt.  jallv  it  thtv  looked 
at  all  (duntrihed. 

Luek  belriended  him  again.  He  sei  ured  a  gold- 
mounted  portemonnuic,  the  eoiitents  ot  vvhi.  h  he 
emptied  int(.  his  f)0(  ket  witleait  looking  to  see 
what  his  plunder  was  worth.  A  bii;  hulking  tellow 
was  standing  near  him  gapinu  and  «onfii  rd  It 
wa-  probably  \\\>  lii-t   \i-it  to  the  .Metropolis       He 
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h.oked  like  a  K'amekerper.  and  had  on  a  capacious 
well-worn  velveteen  ( oat  with  big  pockets  a> 
f^apinR  as  hi^  month. 

With  a  deft  motion  of  his  hand  Douglas  dropped 
the  empty  portemoyinaic  into  one  of  the  p(.cket>  ol 
the  velveteen  coat,  and  glided  away.  In  po.  kct- 
pi.  km-  th.'  wlu.le  essence  of  the  business  so  far  a^ 
sat<  tv  is  coiK crned  consists  of  the  rapid  di-pt.^al 
of  the  rereptaile.  One  sovereign  and  ont  half- 
(  rown  I-  the  same  as  another,  and  cannot  be  identi- 
hed  ;  not  so  a  pnr-e. 

As  a  rule  the  pukpo<-ket  has  a  (  onfederate,  and 
Douglas  had  often  worked  m  partnership  with 
Kookson,  who  "covered"  his  movements  and 
whose  hand  was  ready  Ua-  the  ^poil,  with  which  he 
instantly  disappeared;  so  that  if  by  (  ban.  e  the 
virtim  HisptM  ted  the  man  who  really  pi<  ked  hi- 
pcuket,  he  would  have  no  proof.  But  to-da\ 
Douglas  had  to  work  <inglehanded,  and  that  he  had 
brought  off  two  coups  sue  essfully  wa>  a  tribute  to 
his  skill  a>  a  "  hook." 

He  did  not  wait  to  >ee  if  his  man<euvre  had  anv 
awkward  .  .msequen*  .-s  for  th.-  gamekeeper,  but 
hurried  out  and  div<-d  int..  Praed  Stre.'t  Maliou, 
and  here  l)ook<-d  first  .  lass  to  Queen's  Koad  riuMc 
was  no  .lue  .>lse  in  the  .  aniage,  and  he  .  ..uld  .  ount 
up  his  gains  without  observation.  In.  hiding  hi- 
first  haul,  he  was  richer  by  som.'  hfte.n  i)ouiub  than 
whi'ii  he  left  Burt(.n  Crescent. 

"  ll  all  goes  wvl!,  this  .-ught  t.»  last  me  until  the 
itiast.'r  stroke'  c.mies  oft,"  he  mu--ed.  '  And  \.t 
siarx-lv.  My  expenses  are  terribly  heavy  ju^t 
n.iw  Let  me  see'  There's  Rook-.ai's  b'cp  and 
l..dguig.     Well,   th,  nk-   t-.   th.-   trigtit    1  gave   lum 
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over  Shagford  he  won't  go  on  the  loose.  He 
can't  even  rnn  up  a  srore  at  the  nearest  pub.  Hr'll 
have  to  pay  ready  money,  and  he  won't  have  mu(  h 
of  that  if  I  ran  help  it.  Then  there's  Jenny  Bas- 
sett    -pretty  Jeniiv  Bassett     Rookson'^  girl  !  " 

A  ((.arse,  disagreeable  smile  wreathed  his  lips, 
and  he  leant  ba^  k  in  his  seat.  On  entering  the 
(arria^r  hi-  had  rt'mo\ed  his  bflu\ed  hat,  and  he 
niAv  'tr(»ked  the  nap  caressingly. 

"  Jtimv  and  I  arc  getting  on  verv  well,"  he 
( untinuod,  looking  at  the  r('\-ived  gloss.  "  \\'e 
prumi-c  to  \n'  clo-f  pal>.  I  thought  we  should  from 
what  Rnokson  said.  Poor  old  Rookson  !  I  sup- 
pnsf  he's  idiot  .'nough  to  think  she'll  stick  to  hiiu. 
Not  Innlt  that  wav.  if  I  kni»\v  anything  of  women. 
Sort  of  ftirl  who'd  fool  half-a-dozfU  fellows  to  the 
top  ol  their  bent,  and  make  a  fool  of  herself  over  the 
sev.nth.  I  guess  T'ni  going  to  be  that  seventh. 
Won't  be  very  cxpensiNe,  I  take  it.  More  likely 
shi'd  rather  draw  out  what  money  she's  put  away  in 
the  sa\ings  bank  than  ask  me  for  any  if  Pnihardup. 
Then  there  an'  my  (.wn  'exes'  The\''re  unknown 
quantities.      Depends   upon   cii>  umstam  es." 

Ilis  reverie  was  interrupted  by  the  train  arriving 
iit  the  station.  He  jumped  out,  and  made  his  way 
into  the  Bavswater  Road.  Here  he  to(jk  a  taxi  to 
Pi-  I  adillv  fin  us.  He  was  in  no  hurry,  and  might 
just  as  well  ha\e  been  economical  and  journeyed 
by  motor-bus,  but  this  was  not  (ientleman  Fred's 
way.  Dire,  tly  he  had  money  in  his  po.  ket  he 
wanted  to  spend  it,  and  t»'e  liabit,  always  strong 
in  liim,  had  (.f  late  been  irresistible. 

Mr    Ui'Ilt     llitii    Q     U'*>ll.l'n<  iM-n    t-t»c«-»iii  ra»-.*    ;.>     T  ,-;  .... 
—     —  -.-    — ,-.---.^tjiaiir    211    i-r-j'..  C5'- 

tei    ^square  and  ordered  a  sumptuous  lunch.     Its 
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cost,  iiK  hiding  a  Ix.ttlr  nl  Jl' id>i(.-(  k  witli  w'luh 
ho  wa>lu'd  It  down,  ivdm  cd  hi>  (  apital  bv  a  little 
more  than  a  sov  veign.  But  he  i"n)i>v(d  himsell. 
It  rt-niindt-d  him  ot  \n>  old  day>  in  tlu-  Cit\-  when  la- 
was  hand  in  glo\r  with  the  shadv  promoter  who 
in  hi-^  time  of  pro-perity  sent  his  daughter  to 
Minerva  House  School-  in  it^elt  an  apparently 
unimportant  <  in  umstam  e,  but  traught  wit'  tlie 
most  terrible  (  onsequem  e>  to  Ali«  ia.  But  !>■  the 
ambition  ot  the  finanrial  mushroom.  Alii  ia  would 
never  have   known   the   man   who  embittered  her 

lite. 

His  thoughts  were  strangely  min.^led.  Some 
were  pleasant  like  Henry  Wainwright,  th<>  debased 
murderer,  he  was  h)nd  ot  dwelling  on  his  pa^t 
amours  — others  were  disturbing,  as  could  be  seen 
by  the  lowering  of  the  brow>,  th.-  compression  of 
the  thin  lips,  and  the  twiti  lung  at  the  rorners. 
Thanks,  however,  to  repeated  liqueur^,  he  fought 
the  demon  of  unpleasant  memories  successfully 
and  eventually  settled  down  to  workmg  out  the 
details  of  the  darnig  coup  bv  which  he  hoped  to 
get  hold  of  David  Haggar's  money. 
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Dori.LA^  icnuiint'd  at  the  rest  luranr  for  ani'thcr 
lidur,  111-  projcit  simmering  in  his  craftv  brain, 
>)i't<>n'  -.cttnii::  mit  fur  l^Ktk-^on's  hidj^'ini,'-  in  the 
f^riniv  cid  dc  sac  near  Kin,t,''>  Cr  >ss. 

He  tiMuid  hi>  friend,  pipe  ni  iiiouth,  benduig  ov'-r 
a  tal)le  >tr(nvn  with  slicet^  (if  i(i<nr>i  ap  paprr,  on  ea'  h 
of  whi'  li  were  >ome  half-dozen  lines  of  writing.  At 
lii-  elhow  w.i^  a  letter  on  ordm.irv  notepaper  headed 
I  mpre^s  Hotel,  the  handwiting  apparently  iden- 
tii  al  with  that  on  the  foolscap. 

"  WV-i],  von  old  wizard,  how's  the  thing  going  ? 

"I  >k  ffir  yourself.  There's  a  dozen  to  ■  hoose 
ti -ni,  '  s.iid  Rookson,  with  a  wav(^  of  his  pip*-  stem 
o-  r  the  littered  tablf.  "  Piek  out  which  you  think 
h.    !" 

Douf^'la-  took  up  the  nearest.  The  writing 
I  onuneni  td  :  "I,  David  Haggar,  being  ot  h>'und 
inmd  and  l)od\-,"  and  wound  up  with  "  bigned  ni  the 
pre^cnrc  of  James  Rook-ou  and  Jane  Bas^ett." 
He  looked  at  a  se(-ond,  a  third,  a  fourth  ;  they  dl 
purported  to  l)e  Da\id  Haggar'n  will. 

The  next  live  minutes  went  bv  in  -ilenee.  Doug- 
la>  wa-  carefully  and  anxi  misIv  < omparing  the 
writing  on  the  foolscap  with  that  of  tfie  letter, 
lim  Rookoon  >moked  contcmpl.itivelv. 

You've  surpassed  voursell,  Jim,"  at  last  broke 
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indi'  .itcd     and 
tlii'rr':.  ,1  1)1. ink 


out  the  <  ritii  .  "  Thcv  i'p  all  da>hed  p;n<id  !  Don't 
SCO  H  pin  to  (  ho(tse  betwcon  them.  I  \oavo  tho 
choice  to  yoii.  You  know  ,i  sif^ht  more  about 
forgerv  than  I  do." 

Rookson  flipped  one  of  the  sheets  with  hi>  pipe 
stem. 

"  That's  the  joker   " 

Douglab     examined     the     copy 
approved  Roi)k^on'.->  selec  tion. 

By  the  way.  Jim,"  said  h'\ 

space  on  the  lett»T  — r(tom  enougli  for  a  tairlv  long 

postx  ript.      I  want  vou  to  add  >oniething.      You've 

got  the  hang  and  the  trii  k  ot  the  writing  exai  tlv." 

Well  ?  "  drawled  Rookson  drooj)ing  his  eyelids. 

"  111  tell  you  what  to  write  when  I've  thought  it 
out." 

Wait  a  moment  ;  it  ■  an't  lie  don(^  for  the  >ame 
price." 

"  All  right,  I'll  give  you  another  fiver." 

"  Thanks  ;  not  good  enough.  I'm  going  to  have 
a  thousand  -p'raps  two  -p'raps  three  -^depends 
upon  what  your  little  game  is,  and  I  think  I  (  an 
pretty  well  guess." 

Douglas  forced  a  laugh.  There  was  >omethmg 
V(Ty  threatening  in  Rookson's  face  and  manner, 
tliough  his  \-oice  was  unchanged. 

At  first  sight  Rookson  looked  harmless  enough, 
but  Douglas  ku'W  that  his  pla«  id  aspect  was 
de(  epti\e.  In  a  burst  of  passion  at  Dartmoor 
Rookson  once  attacked  a  warder  savagely,  and  was 
flogged  in  consequence.  That  flogging  changed  his 
nature.  He  was  still  a  coward  under  ordinary 
circumsian(  es,  liut  Ljiven  something  whu  h  roused 
the  latent  devil  within  him,  and  in  a  second  he  could 
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work  him>clf  into  a  fit  of  niiE^overnablc  furv.  At 
that  monu'iit  tlicrr  wa^  that  in  hi>  fiu  r  whuh 
vmplra^antlv  rmunded  DouKlah  of  the  Dartnio-.r 
oiitbur>t,      Douglas  had  been  a  witness  of  the  vemv 

"  Don't  br  an  idiot  !  "  emwled  Donglas.  "  I'll 
treat  von  tairlv  .ind  sqtian-lv.  What's  the  matter 
with  vou  ? 

"  Where  did  vou  f,'et  that  letter,  Bert  ?  " 

"  That's  not  your  affair." 

"  Isn't  It  ?  I  I  an  use  my  eves  I  >u|)pose  ?  The 
l.-ttcrs  dated  Julv  15th.  It's  up  ayanist  vou  i>irt 
it  that  the  old  <  hap  was  done  down  on  that  ciav  ?  " 

Ai^ain  Douglas  lau^died,  but  he  (  ould  not  . out  eai 
his  uni'asine^s. 

"  I  don't  see  what  vou're  drivinp;  at." 

"  Then  vou  must  be  an  ass  or  you  nui-t  take  me 
tor  one.  The  quccrness  of  the  date  didn't  strike 
me  at  WrA,  but  it  does  now.  Mind  you  I  don't  want 
to  know  anything.  I'd  rather  not  know.  If  I 
wasn't  sure  you  rould  be  as  close  as  wax  I  wouldn't 
have  tou(  hed  the  job.  As  it  is  I  don't  much  like 
it  and  you'll  have  to  make  it  worth  my  while." 

"  Why,  of  course,  you  old  devil.  I  can't  do 
without  vou.  Jim.  The  thing's  bound  to  come  off 
all  right,  and  when  it  does,  I  tell  you  straight,  you 
won't  nc<^d  to  do  another  stroke  of  work  all  your 
nafi    al." 

The  letter  which  Douglas  had  given  Rookson  as  a 
model  for  the  writing  of  tfie  will  ran  thus  : 

"  My  dear  Ah.ia  -My  appeals  to  you  have  failed. 
I  experted  they  would  ;  for  all  that  I  determined  I 
would  liave  nothing  to  blame  mvself  for.  I  did 
not  want  vou  to  sav  afterwards  :  '  If  you  had  asked 
me  once  more   I   would  have  yielded.'      Perhaps 
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veil  arr"  riplit  in  adhrrinf,'  to  y. mr  (\r  -n.  If  \vc 
had  niaclr  up  nur  (iittciem  fs  sunu'thii  ould  have 
ha[^p<'ru'd  fn  makt^  iis  fall  nut.  Of  (  m  ,~  ■,  I  was  a 
t<i<>l  ;«-  think  \<ni  wnnld  marrv  tn(\  and  a  -*  ill  ^rcitor 
ti>i»l  to  iniaf,Mnc  \on  would  lo\c  nii'.  I  mx-.-r  Miouf,'ht 
1  iduld  ha\r  loved  anyone  as  I  have  lo\t!d  xmi. 
Th.it  was  th<>  trouble.  Tlnnk  ot  it,  Al^ia,  think  of 
it  and  extend  to  me  a  little  eharitv.  I  suppose 
\-on  ail-  (  apable  of  love  thouf^h  I  nevt>r  >aw  sif,'ns  of 
it.  I  a>k  \our  [)aidon  for  niv  unjust  su>pii  ion--, 
but  1  hungered  tor  your  love  and  '  ould  not  rndnre 
t"  -^I'e  \ou  c\('n  friendly  with  other  men.  I  -uppo-c 
I  wa--  wronu'  It  wii>  onlv  n.itural  vou  >hould  <  onie 
t"  liati'  nil'.  I  thou!,'ht  to  puriha><'  \'iu  with  niv 
lU'itii-x-,  .111(1  tliat  tortile  -ak(>ot  what  I  '  ould  la\)-li 
upon  \du,  \  ou  Would  at  least  pretend  snnie  aff(  <  tion. 
1  know  other  woinen  have  doni^  this,  and  it  their  hu- 
b,iiid>  (  h<ios(>  to  tool  themstlves,  \\hrr<'  wa-^  the 
haiin  ?  But  you  yon  told  me  my  |Md()o~aI  wa.- 
a  l),nK'ain  and  flunp;  the  word  '  baruain  '  in  my  tai  e 
o\rr  .ind  ov(>r  again.  Vou  maddriifd  me.  I  did 
not  w.iiit  to  be  told  the  truth.  I  knew  it,  (.od  hrip 
me.  You  thoiif^ht  bei  .luse  I  wa>  goinj,'  down  the 
hill  "t  litr.  be(  ause  I  was  misshapen,  ugly,  I  «  ould 
not  driMin  ot  happiness.  You  were  wioni;.  But 
1  !1  wrilt'  no  more  Perhap-  Ivc  already  wntini 
t""  mu'  'i  1  mean  to  ,i-^k  \'ou  .i-  \\r  ^o  down  to 
^nutli  uni>tiiu  t(»  alter  \-our  mind  and  return  to 
lani.u.  a  with  me  If  vou  re!us(  I  ^hall  send  you 
till  lett'  r.  Lookint;  b.i<  k  I  diui't  bi.ime  \ou  tor 
your  ( oldn(S>  to  nie.  I'eihap-^,  knowing  yoiu" 
(haraiter  .!•-  I  do  now,  it  >  ould  not  lia\e  Seen 
otiicrwisc  The  Miitial  fault  wa>  iniiw.  Probably 
tin     i>  the  la^t   time  ,iny  >  oinmunieat loii   will  pass 
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b<  twt^cn  us.  What  in.iv  bri  oinc  <it  nw  h  ciiniot  >av. 
nnr  (i<>  I  mn<  h  <  an-.  Mv  <>nl\'  diitv  i^  li>  provide 
f'lr  \->,\i.  T  h.iv.  nf>t  made  up  my  mind  h<>\v  I  shall 
di>  thi.>,  hut  if  v"u  let  P(>rr\-  and  L.itiin'T  knnw 
\niir  addrt-is  thcv  will  write  to  vou  m  <  ,i>o  anvthinjrj 
slionld  happen  to  me,      Da\id  Ha^'par." 

Evidint!\-  Hag/^ar  had  (  omc  tit  the  <  oni  lusion 
that  a  marriage  with  Alii  la  wa^  ho|)(•los-^  Ihe 
pf-rsonal  obstai  le>  to  ?ii(rpss — hi>  twHtid  hniK-, 
his  rep<  llant  far",  hi-,  gratinf,',  snarlin;,'  \-oii  e,  his 
h.ir^h  m.mnir     werr  t<^io  tormidabir  to  hr  n\(.i-(  onir 

Rook-on  I  mainint;  .-.ilent  r)on,i;l,i>  tm.k  up  th-: 
jiit.r  and  r''ad  it  ihrough  i  areinlh'.  H''  was 
nvdit  iti!  ,'  i>\'er  the  pn-txript  he  propo-eil  \i\  .uld 
It  wa>  ot  vital  impMitanM-  fh.it  it  sh>.uld  nut  t  |,i,h 
with  uhat  l)a\id  H<if,'t,'ar  had  writtm.  Il  was 
al-o  indi>pen.-,al)le  that  there  >hould  not  bf  th'> 
lea->t  trii  timi  between  him  and  Kooksmi,  and  hr 
w-indered  how  mu.  h  the  expert  would  want. 

]{>•  beL;an  to  writr  iuid  aftor  -e\eral  'orre-tinn^ 
w.i-.  --ati-lied  .ind  pushed  the  >iip  .>t  papfr  ai  ro-^,  th<' 
table. 

There  vou  are,  jim  V.iu  (.in  >i  t  tn  wik  as 
siHin  ,(.  vou  like." 

Rook-on  t,'laiv  I'd  at  thr  -lip  thmi  lookiiiL;  I)oni:l,i-; 

full    111    the    INT-    pla<  I'd    it    within    th<'    IrttiM,    tnjdrrl 

up  both,  and  thru-t  lliom  in  hi-  piM  k'  t  Dniini.i, 
spranc  tn  hi-  Iret  and  in  a  \oii  i  <it  -upjire— od  fui  v 
hi- i 

I-  tlii-,  a  '  halleuf^'e  ? 

it  >  wli.it  \nu  like  I  ak''  it  \  mu  >  ant  dn 
without  th''  p(»ts(  iij)t ,  and  Iin  williim  to  vvritr  it, 
but  It  mii-t  be  i.n  \v.\  own  t»iin-  And  th<\  II 
depend  entir-lv  upon  what  \<.u  II  inak'-  out  o|  the 
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business.  I'm  willing  to  do  a  speculative  deal 
and  stand  the-  ra<  ket  ot  the  thing  turning  out 
trumps.     What   about   ten   per  (ont.   <<n  your  net 

profits.  ? 

"  Yes,  1  agree  to  that."  rejoined  Douglas,  after 
pretending  to  consider  the  projiosal  As  a  matter 
of  fa<t  \\r  would  have  agreed  to  anvthmg.  for  the 
proposal  was  one  thing  and  its  tulhlinent  anothrr. 

"   lluit's  a  bargaiti.     Shake." 

Tli<^  twn  (  lasped  hands  and  Rooksi.ii  dr<w  Ir  mi 
his  p(Hk<t  tlu-  litter  and  the  slip  on  whirh  fUe 
p.ist-irii)t  was  written.  He  read  thmu^h  the 
latttr,  wlii'  h  ran  thus  : 

"  ]'  S.  1  !iav(  .ilttrrd  ni\-  niiiid.  I  h.ive  dii  uJcd 
to  make  m\  \m11  It  i-  signed  and  piop.rlv  .itte-tej 
and  HI  the  e\(-ut  ol  \nur  adh<rin.i;  to  \'oui  'e^^obitiou 
1  shall  post  the  doMimeut  to  Perrv  and  Latimer 
when  I  re;u  h  Southampton." 

I'Jookson's  angry  mood  had  jiassed,  and  his  little 
pig-!ike  eves  twinkled 

"  riiat's  doo-id  sinai',  Berf .  I  begin  to  twig 
the  milk  in  the  (okeruut.  Vnuie  going  to  make 
up  to  the  handsome  girl  with  the  eyes,  and  that  .s 
why  vou've  i  leart  il  the  other  ehap  out  ot  the  wav." 

"  Von\-e  hn  it  tn>'  time,  }iir.m\-  N"W  that  you 
know,  -et  on  uitii  tle^  post-.<iipt  WIkmi  will  vou 
hii\  e  It  i.l  :\> 

"  It'll  want  -^onu  ddii:^  I  11  h.ive  to  mat.  h  the 
ink  ex.i.  tl\,  and  1  shall  ha\e  to  be  jolly  -  aretui 
It  it  i-nt  ]ust  so,  the  slightest  differener  between 
\u\  fist  .u\d  the  old  i  hap's'li  be  spotted  m  two  iwos, 
witii  the  letter  above  to  compare  with  " 

"  All  ii^^ht  Don't  '^poil  the  shij)  lor  a  ha'porth 
ol    tai.     Sicn   th'-   will   \ou\'e   solei  ted,   a^   witn   .  i 
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you  know,  and  I'll  take  it  to  Jennv  for  h^r  to  ^,ign  as 
well  " 

"  You've  found  her,  then  ?    '  said  Ro(>k>on  look- 
inj^  up  quickly. 

"  Yes,  sh'^'s  in  the  situation  you  told  me  about,  ' 
'turned  Dougla>  with  affected  carelessness. 

Ah,    and    what    did    vmi    think    of    tlm    little 


woman 


5    '• 


"I  didn't  take  mm  li  notii  f  d  lier  "^hc  was 
wilhn^  to  do  wliat  I  want<^d,  .iml  th.it  w.i-  cn.ni'jih 
for  inc.  " 

R  lok^nii'^  pves  never  left  Douglas's  fa'  c  while 
he  'va^  uttering  the^e  WMrd>.  K<iok=oii  knew 
n'Mii4la->'-  .ittitiide  gencrallv  towards  women,  and 
his  -u^pi' Mns  wer(>  aroused.  As  for  Douglas 
SI  ar(  civ  lodkiiiL;  at  a  pretty  girl,  it  wa~  an  i'h\!ou> 
he. 

The  hi'  t  was  K'lokson  was  "  swcot  "  upon  Jenny 
Bassett  and  he  repented  having  mentiiuied  her  to 
Douf.'las  lie  determined  t"  -^e  Jrmi\-  as  s.  mi  as  he 
'  "uld  iii<>\('  about  \'ith  b.\^'ediini  and  warn  her 
against  liis  pal 

K'lokson  signed  the  loigt-d  will  .iiid  handed  it 
t"  Doii^Li,  •who  went  aw.iy  with  it  to  his  ludj^ongs. 
11'  T''  ,1  telcKi.un  \va-  waiting  liini  He  t<<re  it  "pe'i 
■  iid  read 

Am  ■liuung  tn  t^wn.  Imp'irt.mt  information 
M' '  t  uu  at  t  liai  uig  (  ro,.^s  p.^t  ( )tfi' e  t<i-nii:ht  ai 
nine       [  i; 

Bai  k    -o   sdiiii,"  nnitteii'd    Dnughis,   Irowning. 

W'h.it   (lues  that    mean  •' 

llall-past  ei.L;ht  h.id  just  stru'  k.  It  was  not  wi.rth 
while  as.  f-nding  to  hi-  rix-m  ;  he  turned  about  ,ii;d 
hastened  to  meet  Jeii.i\       A  ■  old  drizzle  was  tailing 
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and  on  arriving  at  Channg  Cmss  he  took  refuf^o 
under  the  >liclter  in  trout  ot  the  post-offire.  At  five 
muiutc-,  past  innc  tli»^re  tripped  alonj;  a  neai.  trun 
little  figure,  who  --miled  impudently  at  him  from 
beneath  hir  umbrella. 

"  V(Mi  had  niv  telegram.  Uicn  ?  "  -aid  >lie. 

"  Ot  c(iur>e,  (ir  1  -iiouldn't  have  been  h'-re. 
What's  up  ?      How  i>  it  vou're  bai  k  so  sonv  ^ 

"  Aren't  \(iu  ^lad  to  see  me  ?  "  said  Mis>  Ba:,sett, 
tos>iiiK  h»r  head. 

"Ot  (  our-e  1  am.  \"U  litt'r  ^no-c.  ("uuie  .lud 
ha\e  a  ula--  ot  wuie.  .lud  t(  11  me  wl   it  vou've  lieen 

<l"Ui;,'. 

rhe\  went  lutu  till-  s.ih.ou  '  ir  oi  ,i  ieii;lil»ouruit,' 
hM,telr\  ,  and  Douglas  repeated  hi-  (pie.-tion  -what 
had    brouLilit    her   bai  k. 

•'  Vou  -aid  1  wa-  to  wati  h  the  ladv  at  Vine 
rott.ii:!',  and  follow  her  whercv.  r  -lu>  went,  and 
so  I've  followed  hir  to  London.  Between  yoii  and 
im  .  .  happie,  it  look-  a-,  >t  -he'd  lett  Vine  Cottage  tor 
good.  Brought  with  her  one  ot  tlioM'  big  .>aratog,i 
trunks,  .Hid  -ho  >  pui  up  in  o!i(>  oi  t'lc  -treets  o\-ei- 
yonder  I  uon  t  kii<>w  the  name  ot  the  btroet.  but 
I    an  -how  \  on  th"  hou>(\" 

Jenuv  jirked  her  head  m  the  dirt,  tioii  ot  '  ii.uing 
Cio^N  station. 

1  111-  .v.i-  ui  w-  imleefl,  and  vet  not  wliollv  un- 
cxpet  ted.  Dotigl.i.  h.id  m.idi  uji  hi-  mind  that 
Ali<  i;i  would  not  icmam  long  at  Mor-'d.  ii,  Init  he' 
did  not  think  -In  wouUi  be  so  pnuiipt  lu  le-  uio\c- 
imul-. 

|<  uii\-  was  as  good  .i^  Ikt  \\oi(L  She  took 
Douglas  to  t  he  hotel  whii  h  -li"  had  -em  Alw  i.i  enter. 
It  >vas  about  hall-way  down  Craveii  Street,      llien 
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they  returned  to  the  Strand  and  walked  westwards. 

"  What  has  the  lady  got  to  do  witli  v<'u  ?  "  asked 
Jt-nny,  as  thev  were  strolUnj,'  down  the  Haymarkit. 

"  Notliing.  I'm  L-m{)loyed  bv  soincbodv  interes- 
ted in  her  and  lie's  sparing  no  expense,  st)  I  ran 
afford  to  pav  you  well.     I  hope  vou  like  the  work." 

"  Suits  me  down  to  the  ground,  dear  boy  A 
jolly  -^ight  belter  than  what  I've  been  doing  lately. 
B\-  the  way,  I  ^uppo-e  you  want  me  to  tell  you 
e\er\thing  I  saw. 

"  Of  course  I  do." 

"  Well,  then,  soon  afti'r  I  began  watching  the 
cottage  a  young  gent  qtnte  a  totf  looking  awful 
bud,  and  walking  with  a  --ti.  k,  rang  the  bell,  and 
Mi->  Nb.ntrose  let  him  ring.  Yet  r,he  was  at  Imnie 
all   the  while." 

Dougla-^  mad(>  no  comment  He  merely  asked 
Jenny  to  describ«^  Alicia's  vi-itoi,  whi(  h  -lie  did  with 
( 1  in>iderable  niinutene^>. 

"  ^■ou■ll  made  a  >plendid  lad\'  t.>  ,  |e,ni\-,"  --aid 
Ddugla-,  patting  her  shoulder.  "  There  -  -nir.e- 
thiiig  else  I  '  ,\.\\  put  you  till  to  but  we  .  lu  t  talk 
about  it  here.  Let's  go  tw  the  r.ilr  M.^Uii"  and 
ha\f  a  teed    " 

The  suggesti(»u  wa^  ijuite  to  Jenn\'s  taste  >he 
always  felt  on  good  term-  with  lierselt  atid  quite  the 
ladv  when  in  a  '-well'  re-taurant,  sitting  ;»n  a 
velvet  iout  h  and  adminnt'  her  reflection  in  the 
mirrors  around  her 

L>oUi4ia--  said  little  but  smoked  meditativi  Iv, 
wtiile  the  little  Woman  wa-  enjovmg  her  >  utlets  and 
■  hip-,  and  her  bottle  ot  (iumness,  and  when  she  had 
hui>.ie(.l  and  was  putting  at  a  *  igarette,  he  drew  a 
-heet   ot    paper   ironi   hi-   p'l.ket     niilold'-i   it     and 
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placing  the  lower  part  before  Jenny,  handed  her  a 
fountain  pen. 

"  All  I  want  you  to  do  mv  dear  is  to  write  your 
name  underneatli  that  one." 

Jenny  glanred  at  the  name  and  uttered  an 
exilamation   of  surprise. 

"  James  Roukson  !  M\'  \v(jrd  !  Whv  /  know 
a  James  Rookson.  He  used  to  be  a  waiter  at  t'.e 
Emprt'ss  when  I  was  there." 

"  Exartlv.  It's  the  same  man.  Betweeu  our- 
selves he  told  me  about  you,  and  that's  how  I  came 
to  seek  vou  out.  I  haven't  mentioned  that  I  called 
at  Eaton  Square  and  found  vou  had  gone.  It  was 
the  footman  there  who  put  me  on  vour  trai  k." 

Jenny  did  not  look  over-pleased. 

"  Then  I  wish  he  hadn't.  I  hate  people  nosing 
about  me.     What  on  earth  did  you  want  with  me  ?  " 

■'To  put  money  in  your  poiket,  sweetheart,  of 
( ourse." 

"  Ask  me  auotiier  You  had  something  in  \-our 
mind  beside  that.  I'll  bet    " 

"  Well,  you're  not  lar  nut,  and  the  odd  thing  is 
that  no  other  woman  in  the  world  w<iuld  -^uit  me 
I'll  let  you  know  more  presently,  but  you  may  take 
my  Word  for  it  that  whatever  you  do  for  me  will 
be  well  paid  for.  You've  seen  a  proof  of  that 
alreadv  liaven't  you  ? 

"  Oh,  that's  all  right  enough,  but  where  do  I  come 
ill  ?     I  mean  what  do  you  want  m.e  to  do  ? 

'  You  -hall  know  if  you'll  only  have  a  little 
patu'm  e." 

But  Jcnnv  wa^  not  th<'  lady  to  be  talked  into  a 
good  humour  m  a  minute 

"  Well  I  d«'i)t  like  '.M'lng  mixed  up  with  Jimmie 
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Rookson.  I  never  cared  miK  h  for  liim  at  the  btst 
f)f  times,  and  I  careless  tor  him  now.  It's  not  in 
your  tavoiir,  chappie,  that  you  kn<)W  Jimmi(\  " 

Douc^his  was  not  prepared  for  Jtnn\''s  hostihtw 
His  scheme  demanded  at  h^ast  tliat  lu>  priui  i[)al 
instruments  >h(>uld  bt-  in  harmonv  with  t'.i>  h  uth^r. 

"  What's  your  grievance  against  Rookson  •' 

"  <')li,  hp  was  always  making  >tiipid  l<»\e  to  nir 
at  till-  Empress.     He  never  would  leave  inc  alone.' 

"  That's  no  i  rune,"  rt-joined  Dougla-  langhingh'. 
"  It'^  onl\'  natural  he  should  make  lo\c  to  you. 
You're  ju-t  the  girl,  you  know,  to  make  any  ti'ljow 
spiHiUrw     I'xc'  taken  a  tan>  y  to  you  nusclt." 

"  What  nonsense,"  retorted  Jenny,  hut  li»okmg  a 
little  mollified  notwithvtanding. 

"  It'^  not  nonsense  at  all  Look  here,  little 
wiiincji,  are  you  afraid  of  Jim  Kookson  ? 

"  Afraid  ?     Me  afraid  of  Jimmie  ?     No  tear.' 

"  Crood  ;  then  don't  you  bother  about  him.  I' in 
goiiiL;  to  look  after  you.  It  I  weren't  >ure  you  were 
jolly  t  tite  I  shouldn't  take  you  into  m\'  .onhdenee 
a--  I  nie.ui  to  do.  Took  here,  girlie,  we're  in  for  a 
biu  thing,  but  to  make  it  go  -.moothh'  vou'll  luive 
ti>  run  \'oiu'  horses  with  Jimmie.  Now  I'm  going 
to  I'-t  \-o'i  into  a  seiTet,  but  I  wouldn't  breathe  a 
s\ilalil<-  of  It  to  you  unless  I  thought  I  rould  trust 
you.     Shall  I  tell  y(ju  why  ? 

"  If  you  like,     /don't  eare." 
I  (i()  rare.      I've   tak(  ii   a  great    fan<  v   to  you 
and  I  dciu't  see  whv  we  ■shouldn't  b<-  (lose  pals," 

This  \wis  said  in  the  lowest  of  whisper-  and  with  a 
look  of  mingled  languor  and  lire  whieh  Douglas 
coulil  well  put  on  when  the  woman  he  wa-  talking 
to  sufficiently  interested  him. 
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"  You  know  best  about  that." 

]<>nnv  Ba^sett  was  softening.  She  had  nothing 
to  lose  and,  possiblv,  something  to  gain  by  sticking 
to  the  man  who  had  taken  her  from  a  precarious 
hfe,  which  meant,  among  other  things,  a  perpetual 
warfare  with  extortionate  and  bullying  landladies, 
and  a  kind  of  nomadic  existence  when  things  were 
"  rockv."  Douglas  certainly  had  treated  her  gen- 
erously, and  she  was  not  indisposed  to  be  senti- 
mental towards  him.  Loneliness  amid  a  whirl  t>f 
garish  gaiety,  at  times  was  very  terrible,  and  a 
partnership  m  something  would  relieve  the  mono- 
ton  v  of  life. 

"  What  I  mean  is  that  I  don't  want  to  be  always 
talkmg  bu-^ine^s  with  you.     The  point  is  do  you  like 

me  ? 

"  Whv.  of  ccmrse     just  a  httle  bit  -Lm  nut  going 
to  say  how  much,"  said  Jenny  .  oquettishly. 

"  You  needn't.  1  can  find  it  out  for  myself. 
I  can  <ee  we're  going  to  be  the  be^t  of  i  hums." 

Douglas  was  in  earnest.  There  was  something 
about  jenny  Bassett  which  appealed  to  him— which 
he  hit  was  akin  t..  hi>  own  nature.  He  was  certain 
he  could  mould  her  as  he  wanted  to.  Those  sleepy 
eyes  had  occasionally  a  suggestive  fla^h  in  them 
whit  h  rtn-ealed  the  wu  ked  depths  below. 

"  Now,  please,  attention  !  Before  you  sign  this 
paper  as  1  told  you  -just  below  Jim  Roukson's 
name-  I  want  you  to  imagine  for  a  moment  that 

Lm  jim." 

"  Gracious  ;  whatever  for  ?  1  don't  want  to 
imagine  anything  of  the  kind.     You  arc  horrid." 

"Wait  a  moment  till  I've  explained.  This  paper 
i.  th.-  will  >'t   a  man  wh..  stayed  at  the   tmpiebS 
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Hotel  at  tlic  time  when  yon  and  Rookson  were  in 
service  there.  Xow  R<toksi>n  -  don't  torj^et  I'm 
Rookntn,  phrase  -romes  to  yon  one  alternoon  - 
you'll  remember  the  afterno<.n,  because  it  was 
stormv  and  wet  and  < old,  though  the  month  was 
July  and  a->ks  vou  to  witness  the  sit^nature  ot  the 
gentleman  n)  number  bv  the  wav  we  mn-t  have 
the  number  ot  the  gentleman's  room.  Vou  ran 
tell  me  that,  can't  you  ? 

"  How  >  an  1  when  I  don't  kn.Av  who  the  gentle- 
man was." 

•'  I'll  describe  him  to  yon.  He  stayed  at  the 
l-:mpres^  (juite  three  months  a  little  dried-up, 
vellow-kinned  man,  with  a  -^qneakv  voi(  ••  He 
lett  the  hotel  to  go  back  to  the  i)la.  e  he  «  ame  trom, 
jamaii  a." 

"  Vou  don't  miwn  the  poor  old  >  hap  who  was 
nmrdered  do  vou  ?  "  -aul  Jennv  m  a  hii^lud  \oi.  e. 

"  Ve.    I    do." 

"  Uh ' 

"  That's  another  la.  t  that'll  help  vou  to  hx  him 
m  vour  mind.  Now  then  what  was  the  number  oi 
hi>  rocm  ? 

"  It  wa-^  91.      We  used  to  call  it  the  unlu'  kv  ro(»m 

--e\-en  tmies  thirteen,  vou  know." 

"  Verv  Well.  Now  on  the  13th  of  Julv  la-t  keep 
that  date  well  in  vour  mind,  mv  dear  von  went 
with  Rookson  into  this  gentleman's  room  toi  the 
jMuposf  r\e  mentioned.  The  old  (hap  sign^  lir>t. 
W  it.  h.  This  i^  his  >ignatun'  I'm  <.nlv  pr't.ndmg 
to  write  it  ;  \du'll  .(bserv.-  that  it's  .ilread\'  written  ' 

Douglas  mo\ed  his  pen  over  the  .  haracter.-i 
without,  howe\er,  touching  the  paper  jenny 
wat.hed  Ici.i,   with  e\-.-~   lull  ..I   .uiiosily,  and  hci 
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lips  spelt  the  name  as  he  made  beliov.;  to  write  it. 
"  David  lla^^gar     yes.  that  wash.s  name.'  said  she. 

"Keep    your    eves    en    what    I'm    dome;      Im 
signing  now  as  James  Rookscm   ' 

He  went  over  Rookson'^  siK'nature  exartlv  a-^  he 
had  sone  over  David  Hagf^'ar's. 

"  You  saw  me  do  that  didn't  vou  ?" 

"  Why   .  ertamlv.     I'm  not  blind." 

"  Not  vou,  darlin^^  Now  the  point  is  that  you 
must  famv  you've  seen  Rook^on  sic^n.  Take  the 
p  n  in  your  pretty  little  fingers  and  dont  ink  them 
^Vrite  your  name  just  below  Rookson's  and  don  t 
forget  that  you've  done  it  m  his  presence.  I  could 
hav.'  worked  it  so  that  he  and  y.m  signed  this  paper 
tog.'ther,  and  then  there'd  have  been  no  nere.-,itv 
for  me  to  go  tlirough  this  performanrv  so  far  a.  h— 
rcmcerned,  but  for  the  moment  Jim's  obliged  t..  he 

1>  t 
oW. 

"  Whafs  he  been  up  to?  He  told  me  he  was  going 
to  run  straight  for  my  sake.  I  said  he  wa.  a  ino\ 
if  he  ((mldnt  find  a  better  reason  than  that.  1  m 
glad  though  you  haven't  asked  me  to  -ee  him.  I  ni 
not  gone  <m  him.  But  that's  nothing.  What  I  d 
hke  to  know  is.  what's  the  meaning  of  this  galantv 

show  ?  "  I'll         1   ■ 

"  It's  merely  a  rehearsal  sweetheart.  1  U  <'xplain. 
For  a  will  to  be  properly  executed  -that's  the  legal 
term  the  perstm  making  it  must  n.>t  onlv  sign  it 
in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  but  ea(  h  witness 
must  also  sign  his  or  her  name  in  the  prexnce  ol  tlie 
other.     Have  I  made  that  clear  ?  " 

"Yes  I'ye  heard  <if  that  rigmar.'le  before.  But 
I  don't'  see  that  I've  done  it  Mr.  Haggars  dead. 
How  can  I  ^ay  I  saw  him  sign  r    ' 
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"  Bt  >.".se,  niv  dear,  f"r  this  occasion  only  I  h<'ip- 
pt-n  to  ho  Mr    Haggar.' 

Jennv  'stared  as  well  -he  mif^ht.  Then  >he  ^ave 
an  m.  ndulous  little  lauKh,  and  her  ^,mall,  tvvuikhng 
eves  blazed  aiiprilv  tor  a  moment. 

"  Y(Mire  haviui,'  a  tine  old  game  with  me  I  wish 
vou  wouldn't  talk  m  siUv  riddles  I  hate  foolmt^, 
and  about  a  dead  man,  too." 

"  There's  not  the  least  bit  ol  tuuling,  mv  l<'velv 
Jennv,  a-  v.>u'll  >av,  when  I  hand  vu  a  £ioo  or  so, 
f.,i  )u>t  putting  vour  name  to  a  piece  of  paper. 
All  vou  have  to  do  is  to  imagine  that  I'm  Haggar 
and  that  vou  -aw  ine  -,ign.     Do  vou  understand  ?  " 

"  Oh  /  understand  well  enough.     But  what's  it 

guing  ti)  lead  to  ? 

"  The  f  100  1  told  von  of —perhaps  more.  What 
v.ai've  got  to  do  is  to  pi.  ture  hnw  Haggar  Mgned 
tin-  will  in  the  pre^ence  of  vou  and  Rookson.  It's 
ea^v  enmigli  to  imagine  the  whole  thing.  The 
hr-^t  puint  is  that  it  took  place  in  room  Qi.  You  .an 
de-.nbe  huw  Mr.  Haggar  was  sitting  at  the  table 
with  thr  will  betoie  him  and  the  pen  and  ink  readv 
t..  hand.  Of  .ourse  he  said  s..mething  to  you  when 
ynu  entered  the  room." 

"  What  did  he  sav  ?  "  Jennv  asked.  "  It  ought 
t..  br  natural  While  v«»n're  inventing  y<ui'd  better 
invent   that    too." 

Dougla-  smiled  with  grim  satisfa.  tion.  He  c.uld 
-^f,-  tliat  Jennv  Ba^-ett  was  not  at  all  frightened  at 
the  daring  s.  ht-nn-  in  which  she  wa-  tu  hgurc  He 
rcflc.  ted   l.ir  a  m.>mi*nt  ; 

■'  Mr  Haggar  would  probablv  sav  something  like 
tin-  ;  '  Do  vou  write  a  prettv  good  hand  ?  '  Vou 
miu'ht  answer  ;  '  I\  i-  been  told  so,  sir.      Then  you'd 
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dpsorihr  liow  he  t'«>k  nr  tli>-  pf-n  .-nd  a->krd  viii  to 
look  at  liini  wlul,-  ]{,■  w  c  hi,  iiainc  on  a  paper  that 
\va>  Ivini;  on  tliu  tal>lf.  lit-  toki  iv»<)k--<»n  to  do  tlic 
saiUi*  thiiiLi  and  thiu,  wlirn  he'd  tini^h'-d,  RoMk-MUi 
-ignrd  and  \un  t'.IIowrd  Mr  Hai^'trar  thaiikid  \''M1, 
iliivr  cd'  h  ut  \'iiii  halt-a-i  I'own  a  pif"'  <■  and  \mii  wmt 
awav  " 

"  That'v  t'a--\'  and  -ound^  like  a  bit  out  of  a  Ijouk. 
Th(ri'\  onlv  nnr  thin.L,'  v<iu  niii^ht  put  nL;lit."  .uid 
Jcnnv-  f\o  twuikled  rogni-hl\- 
"  What's  that  ''  " 

I  tlidn't  ha\'f  no  hall-  rown.  \'<»n  know  Wni 
(an  hand  it  o\ci  now  it  \-oii  hkt^,  Mr   lliij^^it  .' 

I)oii;^hi-  LiiiL;htd  and  pn-Iifd  ill'-  >  oin  towards 
thf  \oun,!^  ladv. 

\'ou  (iiiLiht  tw  ii  nicinhti  ia'iix  tlniiii  \  Vi-  told 
\on  atti'r  tiiat.  ilu  iialt-i  r.  lun'-  ir.il  nioniih, 
an\wav   " 

Von    bet." 

Now  r''«  ojici  t  tin-  it'-  \t  r\'  iinpoitant.  Voii 
nia\'  br  a-ki(l  ii,  till  yonr  -tur\  b\  a  lawviT  and 
\'onll  ha\"i-  to  be  icadv  witii   \'oni   an-W'-i  -  Im  his 

(pil-tlo|l- 

Voii  nci'du  t  br  alraid  What  about  l\iH,k-<ai  ? 
Will  he  br  a>ki'd  cpu'-t  ioii-,  to.i  r 

"  ("irtamly    " 

"  1  Inn  \-on'd  bitter  niai<r  nre  h'-  trlb  th>  ^aiiu' 
-foi\-  a-  mr  I  doll  t  Want  tw  be  ln.wli-d  nUt  b\' 
hi-  bhindfiiiiL'  111'-  .  nnnni;;,  but  In-  ■  likil\  to 
1  r\  I'll  1'  1    t  hi  i  i  l;  - 

"  I'on't  '.oil  woiiv  abiiiit  jiin  k.'i'k  "ii  III  -'•'• 
th  It   h>    -  all  ii:'lit 

1  ht  n      b'nn\   -     ■  ui  i"-il\       o   •  i  led      il   .ll        "-hi' 
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wanted  t"  kni>\v  wh.it  the  thiiip  \v,i-  whi'  h  nMU<,'Us 
w.i-  -■>  .mxi'Mi-  ^h'liild  (  oinr  off  ripht. 

1  )iiii:;l,-i-  \\\i-  -ilent  tor  a  ininiit<>  m  .■,..  Ho  \va- 
wi'iuI'IIUl:  h"\v  inu'  li  -it  lii>  pl.iu  hr  >  onkl  \-cntiirc  to 
till  111-  -Ii.ii  1'  wiltrd  •  ontt'di'iatfv  Hr  had  bcoii 
\  <M\-  lar-'tiil  not  to  Irt  Hlt  ^fc  wliat  tlie  will  ■  on- 
t.iin<'d  A-  -hf  \va-  in  i;,'noraiii  ^  lu-  (  onld  •  oiv  o.  • 
.ni\-  -to)\-  he  likorl. 

■  It  -  iM-t  till-.  fi'iin\-  Mr  Hair^ar,  ha\inL;  died 
l)f.t,.|.  lir  i--nr(i  111-  will,  \  vi'  done  It  tor  hiiii  to  makf 
th<'  d<i'  umi'iit  a  ]^L;al  one,  and  f  liable  the  ntT>on  to 
uli^ni  li''  litt  ,ill  ill-  mono\'  to  tim'-fit  N'ow  the 
man  who-  (Miiplovin^  in<^  'an  afford  to  hr  liberal 
to  i||(i-.  who  \f  htlped  hiin  and  tlMt\  where  you 
.iikI  r  ■  "ini^  m    " 

"  I  -rr  the  uliM,  bnt  \oii  -^ajd  a  '  man  '  I-n't  there 
.»  woniaii  in  it  ton-'  Th'ie  piuiialK'  i-  What 
.iti'iut  th'   mad. un  1  \e  brrn  Ioxiul;  at  Morcdeu  ":' 

■^ha  -  fill'  per-oii  Ilauu.u-  lett  hi-  nionr'\-  to  and 
thi  jiajter  1-  ;4oim;  to  jml  her  m  j>o^^i':,,,iMn  ot  hi- 
toituno  At  pit -cnt  -h'"  know-  iiothiiii,'  aboni  it 
but  !n\-  I  !nplo\rr  doc-.  He-  in  lo\i'  witli  .Mi>s 
Montio~i  and  h''  ir-t  onlv  wants  to  niarr\'  her  bnt 
h' r  moni\-  t".,  That-  .'hv  he-  anxioti-  not  to 
l'-'  -i.Jit  ot  hor,  lli'Mi'-  anotiier  na-on  wli\'  he  - 
rnj^ja^ed  nii  to  ual-li  hei  I.mis  othi'i  I'>hnnie 
inn-i  bf  ki  pi  oil     he  ^ra--.      1  )o  \oii   -n'  ' 

"<)t  mil-!  1  d"  now  \ou'\r  told  nie.  \\',i>  that 
t  le    man  I    ->  w  <  ,ill  at  N'm-   <  "t  tat;o  ' 

'  \  1  didii  t  -''!•  the  man  ni\-<ll  I  an  t  t'  H 
\  on." 

••  \\.  11,  bnt  1  t..ld  vo-i  whit  lio  wa-  hk.'  '  I 
^njipr.M    \-..u  know   thr  nian  \on'i''  workiiiL;  lor 

.NO.      i    iidd    iiie   job    ihion^ii    a    iiieiui   oi    ins. 
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You  see  he  s  got  to  he  dash«'d  careful.  His  hand 
mustn't  be  seen  anywhere.  ' 

"  Hin,  '  rejoined  Jenny  doubttulK-  "  >'^enis 
to  me  there^  too  many  m  the  g.ime.  Make:,  it  a 
bit  risky  dor-n't  it  ?  ' 

"  You  don't  stand  any  ri>k,  >\vertlicart,  anyhow. 
All  your  ^-hare  m  the  bu-m''»  i>  that  I  a-k<->d  y<Mi  to 
sipn  a  paper  and  you  did  it  You  know  nothing 
more.  In  tiic  meantime  here's  a  little  oot  to  go  on 
with.  " 

He  slipped  a  <  ouple  of  -(iveieij:;n>  intu  her  hand 
and  jenny's  >i  rupl''>  vanished  >hc  W  >een  a 
swriM  hat  m  a  miUiuf^r's  >hop  and  for  a  whole  week 
bhe  had  sighed  tor  it  in  vam.  It  wa.,  now  withm 
her  reai  h 

"  We  nmst  have  another  rehearsal  i>\  \\u>  little 
play,  "  were  Donplas  >  paitms  wonj,  "  1  want 
\o\i  to  be  '.piitf  pertei  t  It  wouldn't  Ije  .i  bad  nation 
to  ha\e  a  dress  reh'^arsal  with  all  the  strength  of  the 
I  onipanx',  in  itther  word-  witli  \i>m  and  R<>ok>iiii 
tn^^rthiT.  Yf-  I  must  biin;^  iliai  "It  when  I  ui 
ready  tor  the  ■  urtain  to  diaw  up   " 

"  I'd  rather  not   scr  Jimmic   " 

"  I  know  \ou  wouldn  t  and  I  don't  partp  ularly 
df^bire  it  but  tli-ui 's  no  lithcr  way.  And.  b\-  the 
wa\'  m\'  di-ar,  whrn  \ou  do  s^.'  dur  triiiid  don't 
put  hi-  l>at  k  \ip  I  supj)ost'  \nu  (  ,111  kid  Imn  tint 
\<Mi  don  t  br.ii  him  any  ill  will  ? 

"  Oh.  I  (  an  do  that." 

"  (,o..d." 

"  Will  n  .-h.ill  I  sec  you  au'.un  '  "  sHid  jruiiy  as 
they  stiMid  .it  thi>  do.>i  m|  tlir  rc-taurant 

"  l'i>  morrow  prrhaps.     But   111  write 

!lr  ::ot  mt'>  a  t,i\i  waved  his  hand  througti  tlic 
window  to  Jeiin>  and  wa-  borne  away. 
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Tin-:    -iir^'i"ii    luoked   ^ravc.     \h'    had    jti-t    taken 

1,,-,  1  -.n-itivc  fiimcrs  trom  (iravd<m'>  wri-^t." 

"  What  ha\''  v<mi  bocn  d<tiii^' ?  Vc-tctdav  V'ur 
pul>'^  was  nnrinal,  and  th<'  t(Mii|HT.ituif  waa  about 
rmht.  and  now  well  vmuvc  <  rrtauUy  had  .i  sot 
ha'  k.  1  ^aid  vn  ini^ht  f,'o  'uit  tor  a  quart.T  ot  an 
Imur-  ra-v  -troll  and  nur^e  trll-  nv  you  did  not 
r.'turn  tor  a  <  o.iplc  ot  honr>.  \Vhat'>  the  ux'  ot 
mv  douic  inv  hr-t  tor  vou  it  you  wont  rarrv  out 
in\   ut-tru-  tion-.      U  -  not  fair  to  inr," 

"  Ini  iwiullv  -orrv,  do.  tor.  Vourr  (]uitt-  rii^ht, 
1  adinit  I  ovrrdid  it  v<'strrdav  l)ut  thorr  wrr.' 
nM-Hi-.  Unlu.  kilv  I  tailed  in  what  I  wanted  to 
(Im  and  that   r.ither  depressed  me." 

"  Well  \oM  inu-t  kr.'i;  vour-^elt  verv  quiet.  I 
hardlv  know  whether  I  in  ju^tihed  in  letting  you 
see  vour  father." 

"  What,  !■>  h<'  here  '■'  " 

"  Ve>,  h.>'>  now  waiting  mv  perini-i  u  to  enter 
til.'  ward  Now  mmd,  if  I  allow  Inui  t.)  mt  you 
don  t   -rt  exeited." 

"  I  don  t  think  that  will  haj.pen  It's  mv  father 
'vho  f,'<-nerall\'  provider,  the  (  \i  iteinent 

Th''  -uii;eon  -mUed  an''  walked  awaw 

( )t  ■  ourv.  din'i  tlv  ICri'  re.  overed  (  on- i"UMie>-. 
\u>  identity  was  made  known  and  dulv  .  hroni.  led 

Ill    iiir    pjpCrr'        .^ir    V^iTml:''    ••.i.ivU--:;    ■•-• 
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uii'Mi  til''  mii'lliu'i'ii' •'  rcH' hi'd  him  and  ho  <  nnv  to 
Lutidon  .It  Ml),  r  H<'  ^^iri'tcd  hi>  ^nn  \vi»h  a  warmtli 
\ir  tarilv  ^hnu'd.  In  his  licart  h-'  \va>  \orv  tund 
(it   thr  n'muhl:  man. 

M\-  diar  1)"\-  !  I'm  ^(lad  tu  hnd  XMurf  up  and 
that  \i  -ti'ida\'  \->>\\  wi-rc  ablr  t<>  cn  nut.  Xiirx- 
tell-  nil'  V"ii  rr  \crv  \vi-,ik.  Walked  tuo  tar  -he 
>av-.  Villi  niu-tu  t  (111  it  airain  wiiat  I  mean  i-,  '^o 
^'rntlv  .\m\v,  arc  vmi  heinf,'  lookid  attrr  prnpcrlv 
ni  t  liH  plai  «■  ?  " 

"  (  rrtauiK'.      I  ■  Muldn't   hax'c  hotter  attentimi." 

"  That  ->  ,dl  riLilit  a-  t.ir  a-  it  ^..e-,  imt      ^.vell  111 

^i\e  \(.u  ni\-  ulea--  nil  th.it  pnint  Liter  nn.      I'lr-^t  n\ 

all     what  -     the     nuMiimi;     mI     tin--    cxti  anrdinarv 

bii-nie  .-  "r' 

What  dix-'-  it  mean  -  Xotliin;^  more  than  a. 
I  ommnnpli' e  a->-ault  and  rnbbeiA'.  Aiuhow  the 
M  amp:>  I  hailed  me  nut." 

rii.it'-^  --n  11"  doubt  ;  but  It  (Ine-ii  t  ail-wer 
ni\'  'pii-tiim       What    I   mean   to  ^,l\•  i-  Imw  >  ame 

\i'U    (liiWU    here   ,' 

ihe^Miiiitrx       ^aid  tn  be  \-er\-  prett\-.  " 

.\m\v  pra\-  di'M  I  I  \ade  the  point.      Il  \ou  --aid 

;:olt  or  partnd:.:e  -hootiiiL:  I  miuht   behe\-e  \(iu.  but 

'  pi  et  t  \-    .  i.unt  1  \-         It    Wont    do    ■ 

It    II    lia\e    In   d<.,      II  I've   llothlllL;    e|-e    tn    >a\'." 

■•>ii  dei.r-e  -tared  at  hi-  -on  and  did  n>  t  purine 
t  In  ~  liU'    lit  ixaiiiinatioii 

Well  w,ii\e  thai  ipie-tioii  |or  .1  iiioiniiit  atui 
f;o  to  another  pnint  (  )n  m\-  \\a\  heie  I  made  it 
tiu  bu-nie  -.  !:.  .  ,dl  a!  the  jioii:  e  -iatioii  and  the 
m-pe.  to!  ti'ld  nil  all  till  \  IomimI  out  It  doe-n't 
t.ilK    wit  h  \  oiii   -t(>r\-  ' 

i  >iiuii  i   Kiii'w    i  li  iiijii  aii\    -loiy. 


SCOT  LA  XI)    V.VKl)   AT    WORK       IS.') 

"  I£xa'  tlv  and  that  ,>  what  ><•  a^'t^iavatiiii,'. 
What  on  tarth  am  I  to  >av  to  HarRravr  ?  He's 
\Hr\'  anxious  about  \ou  and  putting  a>id('  the 
prt'-ciit  imtortniiatf  atiair  tor  whii  h  ot  ■  onrr-c  voiiK; 
lint  rL'^pousibli'  I'm  bound  to  tell  von  he'?,  not 
nnpre3.>ed  by  vour  »nerf^v.  " 

"  Well  I'm  not  impre-,-,-jd  b\-  it  nnx  It." 

"  (/lad  \-on  own  that  anvhow.  What  vu  mn>t 
do  when  \-ou're  -tron;;  enon/;h  i-^  work  —work. 
1  don't  want  to  roproa-  h  von  but  voti  mur^t  admit 
that  it  \i>u'd  done  a^^  I  told  you,  i^one  down  to 
>lnmpin^'ton  and  nnr-^ed  th''  '  on-titucu'  v.  this 
di-a-ti^r  Wouldn't  ha\e  hajipi  P'd.  H'iwe\-er.  wc 
niu~t  make  tht'  bo,>t  of  a  bad  job.  What  I  me, in  i^ 
til, it  \ou  "uoht  to  r;et  aw.iv  from  tuMe.  Wh.it 
([m--  tlv   doi  tor  >av  about  vonr  lo,i\iim  .' 

'  Oidiri'd  me  not  to  ;,'ii  out  tor  anoth<M'  w(>(k. 

"  >urel\'  tlieri'  '  an  t  be  .mv  objr(  tion  to  your 
boniL:  nintort'd  ^entlv  to  town  ' 
I  ui  \  er\-  '  ointortable  hrre.  " 
1  dav!  --aN-  ;  l)ut  th.it  i>n't  thr  [)oiiit  HarL;ra\T 
dn- -n  t  Ilk'  the  notion  of  your  beiiij;  m  a  lott.i^" 
li'>-pital  It  ^I'und-  -o  poverty  >|-,ii  kiu  ,uid  the 
>lumpin;:ton  people  H  -,i\'  that  I'm  iii'Mii.  or 
'ant  .itt'iid  till  bi'^t  ad\  im'  Vou  niu-t  b''  t,ik'' 
t'l  Wilt'Mi  ('rr->(eiit  ,i>  -odii  ,1-  |)ii--.ibl(-  and  I'll 
'  .dl  HI  Mr  i'JojxM"  I'arkor.  N'otlmvL;  lik''  ha\!ii^  .i 
>p'    i.ili-t 

So   that  \ou  ina\'  llm;,'  awav  a  hundi'd  i^uiiv  .i-^ 

I    -Uppo-iv' 

1    know    tlii'^c    -pc.  i,di-t-    opiMi    tlnir    mouths 
'  ■iii|.iuiidi'dh    wido.    Iiut    ,1-   .UI    ,id\<'i  ti^i'iiviit    It'll 

lie     Uiir.li    lyryy     p'  UIIV    ot     the     lUoIlfV         (   ail't     \  ou 

bee  iliai  r 
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'  But  what  nil  earth  have  I  to  do  with  adx'crtise- 
nieiit>  ?      I'm  not  a  \n\l  nv  a  ^oap." 

"lt>  ju-t  thi-.  All  .leitinii's  a  matter  nt  business 
— ,ib>nhitel\',  and  ad\•^'rtl'^|'Inl'^t'>  the  soul  of 
l)n^inc.».  A^  a  <  andidate  vou  nui-^t  kefp  vour.^elf 
b<tnre  th"*  pubhe.  Now  Sir  Roper  >  at  the  very 
head  ot  lii--  i-)r<)te,--,iMii  -one  of  tiie  Kind's  surgeons 
and  all  that  you  know.  I  he  mere  laet  ol  his 
attending'  vm  is  i  erfani  to  be  in  the  paper--  and  su 
will  \'inr  name.  In  one  -.en^e  this  unfortunate 
H' I  ideiit  ha^  It-  toitun.ite  side.  Har^ra\"e  spotted 
the  piinit  at  on.  e  ab-olutelv-  It'll  niake  vou 
talked  about." 

"  I  thought  \ou  were  ol  opinion  that  I'd  .ilrendv 
had  too  niu'  h  publr  it\-.  "  -aid  Eri<  drilw 

"  Ot  <i  -ort,  \e-,  biit  that  i-n't  what  I  nif^.int. 
Look  here,  Har^raxe'-  sciit  hi-  dire' tion-  to  the 
Slumpm^ton  ("on-eiA  ati\e  ("lul).  riieN'r:-  guing 
H  smoking  I mi'-ert  or  sonv'thini,'  ot  the  kip'l.  and 
the  president'-  going  to  [iropo-e  .i  \-ote  ot  svmpathy 
with  \ou  in  the  t  oiu'se  o|  the  evening." 

"  With  musii  al  h'mouis  ? 

"  |-'h  '^  Pray  don't  talk  non-enst\  1  do  wi-!i 
you'd  look  at  the  thing  -eriously." 

"  I m  n;all\-  doing  my  best  but  it's  very  dilh- 
<  nit.' 

"  I'pon  m\'  Word  I'.rr  \ou  make  me  tired  - 
absolutelw  [here  -  no  doubt  about  it  we  mu-t  get 
\on  to  town  as  -oon  a-  possible  When  you're  at 
Wiltou  I  ri-' eiit  Hargra\-e  will  i  .dl  ui)on  you  and 
liaxe  a  I  hat  oxer  mittei-  We  -hall  ha\"e  to  work 
\er\-  haid  to  ,  ounter.ii  t  the  un[)lea-.int  iinpre--ion 
(  reated  by  those  -pitetul  articles  in  tlie  Storpinii. 
Now  the   very   best   reply   to  its  seurnlou-   attack 


SCOTLAND   YARD   AT   WORK      1^7 

wfMild  be  tlie  diuiniun  I'ineiit  mI  \-n\\v  on^a^emeut  to 
Miss  Hargravc — absolutely  the  be-^t.  " 

"  What  I     Di>  voii  really' serioijslv -^HL^'ge 4  thi^  ? 

"  My  fleai  Em  prav  allow  me  to  tiIu^h.  Dout 
fiTf^ct  von  owe  something  to  the  party." 

"  Wiiat  do  1  owe  ? 

"  Really  -reallv  do  let  mf'  -peak.  It  wa-  it\ 
\Mur  intere.-it  that  I  ran  over  to  V.ui-.  IIar,i:ra\e 
and  his  wife  and  daughter  were  there  and  we  had  a 
\nn<^  talk  over  von." 

"  A  tamilv  (  oiuvil.  H"W  gond  of  vou  all.  Did 
Mr>3  Hargra\-c  take  part  in  it  ? 

"  Of  rour-e  not.  What  d"  W'imeu  know  ahnut 
jxihtii-  •■ 

"  I  in  unabl(>  to  say,  but  they  talk  a.>  it  the\-  did 
— at  least  some  of  them  do." 

"  W'll  -wt.'ll  we  needn't  ^'o  inti>  thai  nonsr-n-f. 
1  h<^  point  is  that  Hargrave  and  I  '  ame  t'>  a  eompletc 
understanding  about  you.  The  matter's  gone  pa-t 
tlip  negotiating  stage.  It's  a  fav  (ucomplx  as  the 
Fnuv  h  -ay  and  wi^  must  <  nmmeni  e  the  (  ampaiL^n 
in  tamest.  Hargravc  says  that  a  general  ele^  ti"n's 
mu'  h  nearer  than  people  think." 

"  I'm  sorry  to  disappoint  you  but  ele<  tion  or  no 
cle-  tion  I'm  clear  on  (ine  matter,  there'll  be  ii'> 
engagein<"nt  between  nn'  and  Mis^  Hargravc  I 
h"pe  nnthiim's  been  said  t"  her  tu  i  luuey  the  in- 
prr--,i(.n  that  I've  anything  to  do  with  this  detcst- 
ablf  i)argaining." 

"  De  — test  -a— ble   bar  -gain     ing  ?  " 

"  That  was  what  I  said.  I'm  (pule  -urc  th.it  if 
the  girl  kiK'wwhat  her  father  and  vu  have  arranged, 
and  it  sh'-  imagined  it  was  dniie  with  my  ■  ,.nscnt, 
that  shed  have  a  thorough  contempt  i(n  me. 


\ 
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H  m,  h — m,  [  ac,'ree  with  von  of  roiir>p  tr> 
a  (  frtHin  extent,  that  is  it  yu  don't  (  are  (or  the  ^irl. 
But  I  ve  never  fieaid  yni  say  a  word  df,,Min>t  her." 

Whv  -honld  1  -,av  anvthuif;  ?  She\  not  \tiv 
brilhanf  l)Mt  r^he^  amiable  enonj^'h." 

"  And  what  more  m  Heaven'-,  name  do  yon  want 
m  a  wite  ? 

What  ■-  tlie  n>(>  (it  dis.rnb>inL:  sn' )i  a  rjuc^tion. 
I  don't  know  a  mnre  worryinc^  ^nbje,  t.  One  of 
the  pic(  er,  (it  advi'<>  the  dm  tor  ha>  j,Mven  me  is 
that  I  mn>tn  t  worry   " 

rh.:t'sall  \erv  hne  bnt  what  about  flie  business 
that  brou^dit  v-m  down  here  ?  I  didn't  intend  to 
^av  a  Word  at^out  \uar  toll\-  but  \-ou  loree  me  to. 
Do  von  know  that  the  poh(  e  have  their  own  \-iewi 
of  the  matter?  I  learn  from  them  that  thr- 
inevitable  woman  ha>  made  her  appearanee." 

"  Made  her  appearance  ?  What  on  earth  do  you 
mean  ?    " 

"  Now  don't  e.v  ite  youraelt.  The  do-  tdr  warned 
me  ,it:am-t  that    " 

"  Then  the  be^t  way  of  not  doin;,'  it,  i^  to  tell  me 
straight  out  what  the  polite  think   ' 

"  No,  they  (an  do  that  tor  them.-elve.-,.  I  luMieve 
you'll  lia\-e  a  \-iMt  from  a  Scotland  Yard  man  to-day. 
In  the  meantime  make  up  your  mind  to  wa^h  your 
)Mnd>  o|  the  entantzlement  \-ou'\-e  ;.iot  into.  Do 
von  want  me  to  sa\-  any  more  ?    " 

"  No  1  dun't  think  I  do.  What  you've  told  me 
makes  mi-  all  the  nmre  determined  to  ^ee  the  tliin;.; 
tlirTiii,'h.  " 

Ihen  you're  mad.  'P..n  my  word  I'm  not  -ure 
whether  it  imi  t  my  duty  to  have  the  (  ondition  of 
your    mmd    enquired    into.     I    really    behevc    it 
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would  bo  in  v<>\ir  own  interests  it  vu  wrrr  put  under 
restraint  for  a  while." 

"  Thanks.  St-nd  v<>ur  mad  doctors  bv  all  n-ieaus, 
111  talk  to  them.  Anvhow  it's  hardlv  tair  to  rome 
d'lwn  on  me  just  now.  Hadn't  von  better  wait 
until  I'm  quite  wA\  ? 

Sir  (jeorcce  had  been  working  himself  up  to  one 
(if  hi>  furies.  Eric's  remonstrant  e  touled  him 
souvnvhat.  At  the  same  time  he  was  not  Roint^ 
to  surrender  without  a  final  effoit. 

"  I  m  the  last  man  -absolutely— in  this  world 
\i<  wish  to  take  an  unfair  advantai^e  of  anvbodv, 
and  it  shall  be  as  vou  wish  but,  as  vonr  father,  I 
ajipeal  to  vou.  Promise  me  not  to  sei-  the  woman 
or  do  anything  in  relation  to  her  for  a  <  ouple  of 
m>'nth-  Let  things  develop.  We  haven't  heard 
tlir  hist  iif  her  and  in  common  prudence  you  ought 
tc.  kei-p  out  of  any  more  complications.  Do  think 
of  me  -do  think  of  your  own  reputation." 

"  I  can't  make  any  promises.  Let  things 
d.vflop  by  all  means  and  then  we  shall  be  better 
able  to  judge  who's  right  and  who's  wrong." 

"  Very  well,  then  you  must  take  the  ( onsequences. 
.\nvhow  for  the  present  I  won't  tell  Hargrave 
anvllung.  When  you're  yoursclt  once  more  >ou 
may  altt-r  \-our  mind," 

JTi.  shook  his  lu-ad.  He  was  glad  when  his 
tatb.iT  was  gone  Rightly  or  wrongly  Su  deorge 
had  :nv<n  him  something  to  think  about  :  b\it  he 
had  not  nni' h  tinir  tor  tliinkiu.h^.  Halt  an  hour 
uttrr  Ills  father  had  departed  he  had  auofh.  r 
\isitor  a  i7ian  with  an  impas-.i\c  ta^  «■,  an  inn-nio- 
tioual  \di.  I-,  and  a  >omi  wiiat  impr.--ivf  and  sua\e 
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manner — DftiN  tive-Iii-pctor  Shagfurd  of  S(-(.tland 
Yard. 

"  I'm  ^'lad  VHu'rc  bettor,  Mr.  Gravdon,"  ->aid 
the  orti'cr.  "  I  should  ha\'e  .ailed  on  von  before 
liiit  I  \va^  waiting  tor  the  doi  tor^'  permH-ion.  I 
hope  we  shall  now  lia\-e  somethine;  to  work  upon, 
with  vour  a^sistani  e." 

I  don't  see  how  I  i  an  help  vou." 
I'm   not    so  sure  about    that.     To   bet^'in   with 
— did  vou  sec  either  of  the  fellows  who  attacked 
vou  ?  " 

No.  The\  were  to<»  qui.  k.  Thev  took  me 
unawares.  I  notue  vou  sav  '  either.'  ?Iow  do 
Vou  know  there  were  two  ?  " 

We  don  t  kno~a\  we  onlv  suspect.  The  foot- 
prints show  tliat  more  than  one  wa-  on  the  joli, 
and  It's  very  <  ertam  that  a  man  v/h.»  was  not  so 
verv  louf,^  a^u  dis.  harged  from  Dartmoor  .  ame 
to  Ixbridge  m  the  very  train  whi.  h  br.ju|.;ht  vou. 
Here'-  1  is  description  and  his  pliotograph  taken 
at  Wormwood  Scrubbs.  Have  \i>\\  f\er  seen 
anyone  resembling  him  ?  " 

(i  ray  don    studied    the    photograph    fur    a    few 
seconds  and  handed  it  back  to   Shagtord. 

"  Yes.     I  saw  such  a  man  at  Winchester,  and  I've 
reason  to  belie\-e  not  onlv  that  he  followed  me  to 
London,  but  has  been  shadowing  me  siu.  e." 
For  wliat  purpose  ?      Anv  idea  ?    " 
Not  the  slightest." 

It's  sofnething  t.»  start  with  anvhow.  I  mav 
tell  vou  Mr.  (iravdon  that  what  vou  sav  tallies 
with  what  we  tlnnk.  We're  prettv  ^ure  that, 
though  the  rasi  als  robbed  \ou,  robbt  r\-  wasn't  tlie 
mam  object.     A;   the  same  tmie  wjioevcr  did  the 
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job  understood  hi^  business  thonnitjliK'.  Your 
po.'kcts  Well  rmp'i'  1  in  projicr  proft-v-^ional  >t\ifv 
This  gives  us  a  rlno  whf^rt-  to  look  t"i  tln'  fc'llow-^. 
I'm  bound  to  sav,  howover,  tha.  ^canh  in  tli<'  nio-t 
probable  quarters  hasn't  yielded  u<  an\-thint,'  \-et" 

The  deterti\T's  manner  became  mor?-  tjrave. 

"  \o\v,  Mr.  Gra\-don,  I'm  tjoinij  to  put  -^ome  purt^lv 
prr^onal  (piestion<.  You  mavn't  like  them  and 
vou  mav  refuse  to  answer  them,  I  .  an't  help  that. 
What  took  vou  to  Moredcn  ?• 

"  I  prefer  not  to  tell  \'ou.  It  roui  ern^  me  and 
no  one  else." 

"  I  be^  \'o\ir  pardon  -  it  >  dui  erns  the  pojii  c. 
}four\rr,  \-ou  nt-edn't  trouble  ;  I  think  I  >  an  <U})})1\' 
the  an-wer.  Yo-.  <  ame  to  see  Mis<  Montro-^e  who'-. 
been  li\-iH£;  at  Yine  Cottage.  I  onh'  wi>h  we'd 
known  it  weeks  a£ri>.  She  ga\-e  u>  the  '>lip  attci' 
the  inquest  and  we  ought  to  be  shadowing  her  at 
till-.  \erv  iTioment  if  we  onlv  knew  where  to  find 
lier.     Tan  vmi  assist  us  in  an\-  wa\-  ? 

"  No,  and  if  I  iculd  I  wouldn't.  I'm  et-rtainlv 
not  going  to  drag  her  into  this  unplea-^ant  business 
ot  mine.      What  has  she  to  do  with  it  ?  " 

"  That's  prei  iselv  what  the  poliee  are  an\iou> 
tn  disMiver.  Arcording  to  the  house  agent,  who 
appear^  to  liave  been  the  last  person  "^he  spoke  to 
bef(!re  leaving  Moreden,  her  intention  was  to  go  to 
Brighton  but  we'\e  not  been  able  to  traie  her 
there" 

\\'hat  makes  vou  -o  an\iou>  t..  find  the  iad\'  ? 
Rei  au^e  she  happens  to  be  the  nril\-  link  between 
tli'-  jioliee  and  the  murderer  <if  Mr.  Ilaggar   " 

In     what     wav  ?  "     asked     Ciravdoii,     thouLdi 
inwardiv  he  was  mii<  ii  disturbed 
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"  Huw  (an  we  sav  y*'t  ?  We're  ronipelled  to 
keep  lier  in  si^ht  it  we  <  an." 

"  And    what    have    vou    dismvered    .oik  erninf,' 

lier  ?  •• 

"  Now  n-allv  Mr.  (iiaydon  yi»u  i  an't  t-xpec  l  us  to 
iTplv  to  that  que-,tit)n." 

"  N.»,  I  don't  ask  ytm  to  do  that,  hut  at  least  voii 
can  tell  me  whether  you've  tound  out  anvtlnnji  to  her 
dis(  rcdit    " 

The  detet  ti\-e  pau-ed  betore  he  anr^wered. 
"  It's  only  lair  to  Mi-s  Montrose  to  admit  that 
we've     disroven-d     nothiiiL;     definite.     Then-     are 
one  or  two  blanks  m  her  lii^tory  we  should  like  to 
fill  up      I  w<   .  t  <ay  anv  more  than  that" 

"  W'ho'^  thi-^  man  ?  "  a->krd  dravdou  pwuHuit,' 
to  ihf  Wormwood  Srrubbs  photcti^raph 

"lie  wa-  oMvii  ted  ot  lor^iuL,'  be^tiin.i;  letters 
m  the  namt  -  ot  well  known  pirson-  He  f^aw 
hi-^  name  as  James  Salmon  His  ren.rd  at  Dart- 
nioni's  ver\'  b.id.  Ot  ( lair^e,  sooner  or  later  wi're 
bound  to  run  him  to  eartii 

■'  V>>>  vou  asset  i.ite  the  attair  at  Wim  hr-.ter 
with  tin    l)u>mess  ot  nnne  ? 

"  I  (ant  help  thinkinu  there's  s,.nie  .  (iinie<  tion 
You  sa\-  yiiur-^eit  that  >almon  ha-  l<eti)  loilownig 
ynii  l-n't  it  (.metluuL^  more  th.iu  a  ineie  <  oiui  i- 
(1.  II.  e  that  he  -hoidd  ■  ouic  tlown  b\  the  s;tuie  tr.nn 
with  \'iu.  and  that  lu  tlie  eNcniiiL;,  two  miles  awa\- 
and  witlun  a  tew  luinut.  s  walk  ot  \'inc  Cottae.-,  you 
>  hoiild  ha\e  l»et  u  atta.  ked  ^ 

"  \'o\i  s;i\'  that  a*  '  ordiu!',  tu  the  inntprint-  iliere 
were  two  nil  the  ji.l)  What  (ft  the  other  111. in  ? 
\\a\r  \(iu   louiid  out   aiiNthini.;  about   hiin  ^ 
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Salmon  expci  ted  -lonifdni'  tri.ni  I.undnu,  toi  iic 
<  ame  bark  to  the  station  to  meet  the  train  I'ollownii^ 
vours,  and  was  notii  ed  htalnig  near  the  exit  ft»r 
tlie  down  hne  passengers." 

"  And  did  ho  meet  anybody  ? 

"  He  wasn't  seen  to  do  so  but  that  goe-;  for 
iiuihing.  These  gentry  know  their  way  about  too 
Will  to  do  anxthing  to  ext  ite  siispii  ion.  Ont* 
shad\'  t  harai  ter  bv  liimself  niav  mean  httle,  but 
two  well,  when  that  happens  there's  mi^>  hief 
atioat.  Salmon  no  doubt  met  hi'-  pal  some  di-.tani  e 
trom  the  >tation." 

(iraydon  <  ould  not  assoi  iate  Ali(  ia  with  a 
begging  letter  writer  who  had  done  time.  But 
th(  man  whom  he  saw  with  Salmon  at  Win<  he~.ter 
railway  >tation  was  a  dilfennt  indiyidual  aliogether. 
He  had  a  i  ertain  ■  arriage  of  figure  whi*  h  suggested 
that  at  >ome  tune  he  had  mixed  with  goud  soi  iety. 
If  Shagford  had  not  let  fall  his  mysterious  and 
diMjuuting  hint<  (onrerning  Alieia  he  would  lui\e 
mentioned  the  Winchester  incident,  but  hi  litld 
hi^  tuuguf.  Tin  matter  toU'  lied  Alii  ia  too  iieailw 
■  It  isn't  luressary  to  worry  you  an\  longer  Mr. 
(iiMNilou.  "  >,iid  the  (Ictei  tive  rising  "  I'm  somv 
you'ie  not  dispobed  to  lielp  u<  I  hope  you'll 
turn  the  matter  oyer  in  vour  mimi  and  let  us  know 
the  re-^ult.  (iood  day.  I  trust  you'll  ■-o.in  be 
about  again.  " 
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(".RAYDON  tonk  the  dtt."rtivp's  advire,  so  far  as  t\irn- 
iiiu  tilings  ..vrr  in  his  mind  was  con' .-rncd,  but 
,.mld  s.H'  onlv  one  road  before  him  a]l.'<.'ian.  e  t.. 
Ah'  ia.  The  resnlt  of  his  ((igitation^  wa-  to  mak.- 
lum  more  determined  than  ever  U)  rhampinn  her, 
Sliau'tord's  hint-,  while  deepening'  th.>  mvst.'rv, 
inf^am.d  hi-  ardour  to  se.-  her  ntjlitrd  ;  and  he  b^-- 
.  ame  so  restless  .hat  at  la-t  the  -urf^ruu  rehirtautlv 
^av:'  (.nisrnt  tu  his  rejx'ated  entreatie-  tu  be 
'allowed  to  h'ave  thr  li..^i)ital  A-  a  matter  ut  t.i>  l 
the  >^umeon  was  arting  in  ron.  ert  with  the  pwli,  ,■ 
;n\d  had  made  out  that  he  was  worse  than  in  reai;t\ 
wa-  th«'  '  a^e,  ->o  a-  t..  detain  the  p.itient  until  tin- 
S.utland  Yard  oifv  lal  .  ould  mtervirw  hini. 

But  hf  wa-  now  trr.-  and  lu-  reMilv.>d  not  t.>  h.-rd 
shaqford-  inve<tiu;it'.nu-  but  -tart  .,u  a  hue  .it  hi- 
,,^vu,  >o  ou.  f'  inoi.'  he  wa-  at  tli.-  gate  >•!  Viii'- 
(  uttaue.  lb'  walkt'd  up  th.-  narrow  garden  path 
.,nd  when  within  a  ^  ouple  n\  vard-  of  the  pon  h  th.- 
(l,,or  opened,  and  an  ordmarv-lookim;  vouiig  in  in 
with  ivddish  hair  appeared  Th-'  two  -land  ii 
,  a' h   other  (■iKiuirinLdy. 

The  mutual  glare  over  <,raviloii  wa-  about  to 
.ontinui-  to  th.'  d.-u  when  th.-  voung  man  asked 
what  he  wanted 

"  Mav  I  enquire  what  bii-iii.  --  it  i-  ot  yonrs  ?  " 

nt.at.'d  (ii.ivd.tn. 
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No  busiiu'ss  at  all.     I  only  wanted  to  savt'  you 
tnuil>lc.     There's  no  <jne  living  in  the  honse." 

Ha-^   .Mi>-~  Montrose  lett  then  ?  " 
"  ^lie  has  and  she  hasn't.     Anyhou    she  hasn't 
I'iwn  lip  possession  but  whether  she's  .  oming  ba*  k 
1  '  .m't  tell  Von." 

.\rt   \uu  a  Iri'iid  ot  the  ladv  .•' 

No      ( )nlv  till- hoii-'e-agent       I'm  looking  after 
ilii    jiLii  '■  whili-  shr's  awav." 

Do  \ou  happen  to  know  wh<  re  Mi--  Montro-^e 

lia-  ;:oin- 

"-he  -aid  •^oniithiii;^  about  Brighton,  t)ut  I  can't 
t<ll  \-..u  lor  .  c-rtam  " 

Old  -ill-  -a\   uhiTi  -he  wa>  >  oming  bai  k  ^ 
.\o.  -li,-  didni.  and  I  didn't  a-k  her    " 

<fr,i\don  -aid  no  niortv  Tlien-  was  \  (-r\-  little 
uitoiin.tiioii  to  be  u;ot  oat  ot  the  \'iung  man  with 
ilii  ii  ddi-h  hail  ProbabI\  it  wa'-  lie  who  had  told 
'!"  ditc,  ti\c  that  Ah(  la  was  at  Brighton  (ira\- 
diii  ti  unptd  ba<  k  to  I'.xbiidgr,  and  witlun  a  little 
iiioir  th.ui  an  hour  was  at  Pen  \-  and  Latimer's. 

P.ut  th'-  l.iw\er-.  (  oiild  tell  him  nothing.  Thev 
did  not  ,  \<  u  kuow  that  Miss  Miintro-e  had  gone  to 
Hiiuht..!!  ->!,,  liad  not  written  to  them,  and  thev 
\M  le  iiiKi.  1  the  impression  she  was  still  at  Moreden. 

Ihat  .xennii,'  saw  l^rii  G.avdon  at  Biighton 
waiideMim  iij)  and  down  the  King's  Road,  hoping  to 
III' et  aiiioni;  the  proineiiaders  the  Woman  he  so 
aideiitlv  longed  to  me<-t  But  in  vain  Alter 
a  truitless  sear*  h  ot  the  \isitor's  list  the  next  day, 
he  made  a  mund  (.1  tin-  prinnpal  hotel-  and,  thinking 
.Ml.  1,1  mmht  ha^-e  taken  another  name,  tried  to  dt--. 
'  iilie  li(  1,  l)ut  \\ithout  anv  result. 

1  hei!    Iif    tell    ba.  k    upon    his    wanderings.     He 
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( luuK  t..  the  hope  that  the  parade  and  tlie  piers  were 
the-  mo^t  hkelv  pUu  e  h<  en>  «.unter  her  it  -lie  were  at 
Brijzhtnn  ;  and  dav  after  dav  tor  a  whole  wn-k  lie 
pa>  ed  the  tavoiirite  re>ort>  <a  the  vi>itor>.     He  was 
nnsn.ec-,tnl.  bnt  the  >  ontinual  e\en  ise  on  the  >ea 
front    e(»nii)leted    hi^    rr.overv.      He    returned    lo 
London    invigorated,    bnt    niten-elv    di-apponited 
and  disquieted.     All  hi-,  unea^v  iliMii-ht      .uk  vruum 
Ali'  ia  returned  in  tidl  i<in  e.     He  >  "uld    ot  i)revrnt 
hini:.elt  from  going  over  the  old  gr.Muid  ol  ~u-.pii  ion 
-    that     she     knew     more    ah.ait     the     WiiK  lu-ti-r 
Mystery  than  slie  v  hoo-e  to  sav.      He  rr.  ailed  to 
memory     her     ntn  ent     manne-r,     lu  r      di-jomted 
phrases,  and,  mo-^t  disturbing  (<t  all,  ler  .onfli<tiiig 
explanatK.us    M.necrning    her   strange    photograj.h. 
In  spite  of  these  pxplanati>'ii>  the  matter  had  not 
been  tlt^ired  up  sati-1a<  torih'. 

Ih^  old  anxiety  on  the^e  points  had  died  away 
after  finding  out  she  wa-  living  at  Moieden,  and 
e^pe.  lally  when  -he  gave  her  .  oiisent  to  his  railing 
uptin  her.  but  it  >  anie  bai  k  iiow,  and  was  tir.ged 
with  sinister  hiiebodings  whi'  h  he  >  ould  not  disuuss 
trom  his  mind.  \l  regard.-d  her  strange  dis- 
appearance   without    a    wold    {>>  the  s,,h.  itors    as 

di^tiiu  tl\-  alarming 

draydou  was  too  uiisittled  to  tix  his  brain  upwu 
anything  in  l.ondiiU.  Att^r  the  tre:^ll  an  ot  the 
,<,untry  the  blue  sky  and  the  btimulatiiig  breezes, 
his  room  st-emed  stutiy,  drear  and  sombre  Bnt 
in  London  there  are  always  the  >  rowded  slretts,  tlie 
well-lighteil  shop-  the  endless  study  of  lite  tor  the 
distracted  mmd  to  t1v  to,  and  when  darknes>  ,ip- 
i.n.a.  hrd  C.ravdon   lound  rebel   in  tlu>f  res..ur>es. 

M>  aiiwhile  Aluia  had  buried  hers.^lt,  -,0  -li.  hoprd, 
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at    Pi'\TitPi'-    Faniih-    H'itp|,    rr.u'Mi    strf^'^t.    an 
r-tahli=^l!nu'nf  l)cli>nc;iTm  t..  a  ■!  i  ■    "f  h'»^tolrio>  nivp 
i)i'i  nli.n-  tn  I  nniioii.  but  ivw  :^r,ulu,i!l\'  fli-.ippc  irinc: 
111,-.    "  t-miil'."      li"Ii  1-  .U'-   -itiMt.Ml  in   -I'll'    -trrcl-,. 
and.  av<  lut-  ■  lui.ilK'  -p''.ikinu'.  arr  iittcrh-  df-vnirl  ot 
.  li.iiM.  t' 1        I'll*'    window-    .lie    n.urnw    and    what 
litil"  Imlit  tli.'V  admit  ]-  <'h-  Hvrd  h\  ■  Mitain-        [he 
pr^pri'MMr-  appear  tn  think  that  lImmhi  and  hoavi- 
rir--  uu<"  a  "  ■   lint"!  tablf  and  h'Mn''lv  a^pc' t  "   to 
thp    riKiin>  ;    wallpaper-    "t    Mhtrn-r-i^    pattern-,    in 
duk   '  rnn-"n.   'laii't,   nr   -Mmhri^   L:r(--cn.   arc   nni' h 
,itt'-i  trd,    pi'ihabh-   h''' an-''   tlii\-  do  not   ^how   thf' 
dirt,    ,iiid    th'     rarl\-Vi' toriaii    turnitiu'''    i^    -oHd, 
.  iiinli'Mii-   and    ua.\v.     ^prawhni;    -t'vd   rnrrr.i\-inK^. 
Ml"  tl\  'it  Land-ior'-  and  I'rith-  d''pro->in;,,'  pi'  turr-, 
add  lo  Hi''  qcni-r.U  impr'^>-.ioii  ot  duln<'>s  ;  th'-rc  i^ 
iiiithiiiL;    to    |i  ad    hut    nfw<papt'r>,    Brad>haw,    the 
I'o-t   ntti' r  Dir-'  torw  and  a  tjuido  hook  to     -omo 
olw,  ur>'  wat'rinq-pla<  <■,  C'ot  np  to  ad\'Ttis(^  a  parti- 
.  ulai  hot.  1       The  atmo-phcrr  i-  ahva\--  rf^mini-  'mt 
n)  h\c-oni'  ln<'al^,  and  in  the  dining-room  thr  tahh' 
'l"tli    I-    iai<l\-    rcmoM'd.    owuil;    to    th<^   nivprtain 
lial'it-  (if  th<^  people  -tavini;  in  th^  hou-r   -  mo>tlv 
tr'iin  till'  <  oiintrv. 

l'"\  iit'-n' -  di  pi'iid'  d  upon  it>  '  niir'  tjon.  It  wa^ 
a  nidm^ii  with  iiiiiu-  of  it-  ■  u-toinct-.  that  whm 
th<\-  '  ani'  t.i  I.i'ud'in  th»'v  wiic  hound  to  -tav  at 
P'lMttcr'-  Iho  prohahiht\  i-  that  "  iinprovf'- 
ni' nt  -  "  m  an\'  -hai>''  or  form  w-iuld  he  .strongly 
n-i'tii.  d  h\  th'  -I'  -tn  klor-  tor  ohl  timers. 

Ah' la  iuul  no  paitfular  oltp-.  t  in  LToincj  to 
I'ovnti  r-  ^hi'  had  ni".(U  txrii  th'Uf',  and  Uii'-w 
iiothiiiij,   al)out    it    heyond  tli'-   fa'  t    tli.it    the   Mi-mc-, 
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slif"  pa-.-o(i  tiiT  l'>np  >'  li'i'il  lifp,  u-'fl  .il\v,i\-  ti'  4.1V 
;it  Puviitrr-  \vli<Mi  thcv  xi^itpd  l.'>nflnii.  .unl  iiuMri- 
ablv  s.{)<ikr  "f  it  a-  "  ino-t  ic-pri  td})!',  '  .i:.  iH'  (I'Mibt 
it  \va^. 


it  \va^. 

Ali<  ia  did  nut  intiMid  ti>  ii  in.iiii  l"ii;^  at  the  nii'th 
ratcii  rstabli-hnv>iit  It-  '^rncial  studqino--  aiu 
it-  \vliitf\- atiiin^phrrr  \v(mt-  rcjinllant,  and,  iivirdv-n 
tli<iu,uli  thf  '  1)  ir^,'i^  wen-  iii<>d'iatf\  tli'^v  w  it  tiiori' 
tfian  >\v.  with  Ikm  liiiiitrd  iii.  miu  .  ■  "uld  attoid. 
Hn-  id»M  \va-  to  tak'^  a  bnd  -ittiiiL;  niMin  --Miiif^w  lure 
in  thi-  \V<Ntrni  ^nbiiii)-,  and  wmk  qui' tl\-  with  Ikt 
prn.  Dof^K'd  in(hi-ti\,  dir  dc  id'  il,  w.i-  tIio  p.ma- 
( (  a  fit!"  troiibh'. 

Sh<:  h.id  inanv  .1  wr,ir\'  ti.imii  111  H,i\-wai'  1 ,  m  ^\\<^ 
lUM^'hb'Mirhnnd  ^l  th<^  |-'.d:,'w,irc  Rnad.  ni  (  hi  I-im  and 
\\'i'^t  K<MiMni;t(in,  and  at  la^  tiumd  -^oiU'^thinL; 
whu  h  ^hn  tlimii;ht  wuidd  -nit  \\*'r  in  >h("phoid'- 
Bn -li  \Vlioi('\i"T  >]\r  went,  tht'ic  ,d>'>  went  ttm 
a-tntr  jeniiv  Ba>M-tt,  wlm,  at  t!ii'  ond  ■>!  rvi  ly  da\ , 
rrj)iirtcd  to  I)oiie;la'-  what  --hr  h.id  d^nr. 

All  thi>  tiinr  Alii  ia  w.i-  iqnorant  tliat  thi'  man 
wlio  had  boen  a^^anlted  .md  rubbed  inMr  \'iiic  C"t- 
ta^r  wa^  Km  (iravdmi.  A^  aln\idv  mrntuMicd 
whni  hi^  idiMititv  wa-  r^tabli-hed,  the  ta^  t  wa:. 
iTiurdi'd  in  thn  ncw-p.ijur-,  bnt  n.  w-p.ijinr-.  All.  la 
had  piirpii-rl\-  a\iiidrd  Attn  tlir  att.uk  m  thi' 
SiOtpion,  -lir  wa>  nrrviMi^l\'  >rn-iti\r  in  irL;ard  ti. 
anvtlniif;  th.it  rnii^ht  bo  -aid  almiit  In  r  ;  and  v^pc- 
I  lally  M>  111  runncitiiin  witli  (iia\'dnn  ;  and  -.hr 
mntiiM'd  hrr  jnnrn.Ui'-tii  iiMdini;  t<>  thr  .idxt'itisc- 
mcnts  lit  apattmcnt-  tn  Ift 

Witii  l:)iMif;la'^.  tht-  rrvcr-^i'  wa>  thr  ■  a>iv  Not  a  linr 
whi'h  apptNUcd  in  tin-  paprr>  iim-einin^'  (■i.ivd'Mi 
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viwd  fl.-.ription  >'nnv  had  t^ivni  of  lli»'  vouni; 
"  .^PHt  "  -lir  liad  M^n  <  ;dl  at  Vino  ("Mtta;;.',  aiul  tho 
kiioulodtzr  that  tlir  man  \vh<'iii  li<  l'>..ked  upon  a^ 
flanL,'rrMU-,  wa-  likilv  scon  t^  ho  in  (  vid^n'  e  af,'am. 
\va-,  ill  luiVi,  t  xtnnu'lv  disqmetinf;. 

l'.,r  a  frw  davs  h«'  did  not  ijo  (.iit.  ^ave  to  tlir 
iiiMiv-t  |)nMi'  n!'W>ronin,  wIumi-  ho  made  dih.t,'<Mit 
.r.i,.  h  oi  tlir  morning  and  .-N-.Mun.L;  journals.  Ho 
had  a  to.ir  l<-.t  dravdon  niikdit  havo  soon  oith'T 
hnu-olt  or  Knuk-on,  though  tho  prolial>ditv  wa-, 
r.iuotr.  Shai^tord-  -u-pii  ion  (  on.  .'rninL;  Ro<'k>on 
\va-,  hoU'\rr,  tlio  onlv  thniti  win.  h  touiid  it-  wav 
iiilM  pruit,  and  Ix-ton'  th-'  wrck  wa-  <>\r\.  I)ou^la> 
,,,,11.'  lo  til-'  .  oiv  hi>ion  that  hf  nuj^dit  uiovo  abo>it 

with  -atftv. 

Hut  -imnnr  Kook-on  had  still  to  bo  vorv  <  autions, 
,iiid  l)ou;,das  \va-  oinpliati'  ni  his  uijum  tion  to  tho 
.'\  wait'^r  to  "  lie  h^w,"  and  as  ho  took  oaro  to  >upplv 
ill-  partnor  with  lund  ,  siitii'  ioni  i.o  jiav  tor  hi-  board 
and  lodu'in^,  l)o<r  and  tobao(  o,  Kookson  was  (}uito 
.  ontrntod  to  lull  m  bod  halt  tho  dav,  dozo,  sinoko, 
and  study  the  jjapors  Indood,  sini  o  tho  atfair  at 
rxbrid^o  had  turnod  out  to  bo  not  qiiito  so  sorioiis 
as  he  tcar'-d,  he  did  not  <  aro  how  lout;  hi-  la/v  hto 
t,.  (|iii.fp  hi'-  own  words  "  ntithiiiL;  to  do  and  snmo- 
l^"d\-  p,i\ini;  \oiir  i.xos  tcr  (ioint:  it,"  l.istod 

(ininno  s.ud  a-  mu.  h  to  Dou^Us,  and  >  hu<  klod  as 
111'  s,ud  it. 

"  Oh,     vou'ro    a    <  ontoimdodlv    in.  kv    baif^'oo,' 
rcturt-'d   Doii^das,  "and  1   toll  you  it'>  a  dou' <*<llv 
iiaid  -tram  on  uv  to  koep  iho  ^how  ninnin^." 

"  Huw  lon.^  will  It  run,  <  h  ^  Iimo  von  took  tin 
n-'xt  step,  iMil  It  ?  You've  botthd  tho  pn'hiuina 
iios.  I  L'uess," 
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"  Prrttv  well,  but  I  d'>n't  f})iilp  ^cr  mv  \va\-  (  lo.ir 
vrt." 

"Of  rdiir^f"  nnf  Yoii'vi-  pot  a  uv  v  kink  t<> 
?traii,'ht<'n  <>u\  Rv  thr  \v,i\',  whirc  d'n^  vouiir; 
Gravd"ii  i  ,iinr  m  ?  You'\("  it  \  <  r  t<'M  nv.  Whv 
don't    you  ? 

"  He  ( ')m(s  in  ton  nuii  h  ;  that's  whv  I  wantrd 
him  "ut  of  thi'  wav.  How  the  doui  v  <  an  I  make 
th<'  nnmin^'  with  th*^  pirl  while  h^'-  han^in^'  about. 
He'>  after  her,  or  he  woiddn't  ha\e  ;:one  down  to 
r.xbrid.ue — not  but  what  I'm  .qL'id  he  did,  .i-  it  put 
n>  on  th(^  rif,dit  tra'  k." 

"  That'>  >o,  but  what's  ,t,'oinp,'  to  liappeu  U'-w 
that  hr'^  out  and  about  ? 

"  So  lonj;  as  lie  doesn't  queer  uw  pit<  h,  I  don't 
care  what  liappens." 

"  And  if  he  docs  (]ucer  it,  what  then  ? 

"  Wait  till  the  time  eome^,  and  I'll  tell  \ou" 

"  I  hopi^  \-(ni  won't.  I  don't  want  to  know. 
Look  here,  Bert,  understand  me  on^c  tor  all.  I'm 
not  takin;^'  anv  of  vonr  '  doini:  down  '  ,L;amc>.  Y-.u 
dra,!4ged  me  into  tiu  Uxbridgc  job,  liut  \ou  don't 
catch  i.K  again.  Get  -onie  of  tl-.e  '  bo\-^  '  to  helpi 
\-ou  next  tinv.  You  look  a>  it  \ou  were  c' 'tiim 
bark  mto  the  old  swagger  set.  Whieh  i>  it  <  itv 
or  turf  ? 

Douglas  had  eortainlv  inii)ro\ed  in  appear, uve. 
Hi-^  mornmg-eoat,  cut  in  the  Ameriean  ^tyle,  titti'd 
him  like  a  L;lo\e  ;  hi-^  trou>ers  had  imina'  ulate 
(  reases,  he  wori>  spats,  a  \('st  eduiuL;  marked  the 
opening  of  hi-,  tightlv-buttoned  i oat,  and  \ou  <  ould 
alino-.t  see  vour  face  in  his  ,l;1os>\'  hat. 

"  Not  mill  h  (  haiK  e  in  the  ( it\-  now-.i-days, 
Jimmie.     The  good  old  tinier  of  '  w.ld  <  at  '  ><  hcinca 
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fhaimc.  Ihr  fa- t  i,-,  th'\-vc  brow  l)!!!^!!  tnu  ott.-ii 
and  notlimi,'  attrd<  t^  cm  ii"\v.  \\h' n  I  w.i-  .i 
vnng'^tcr  in  thr  "fti'c  nt  an  nut-idc  brokni.  \\\\>\r 
I  Icirn^d  a  i^w  n^^ptul  dud^-c-,  i;nld  niuips  wore  all  th'- 
ra^r,  and  I'V  i'>\<',  vni  i  ould  -i  nop  ni  the  <".!  hv 
handluN  t>ut  to  dav  tli<^  pnhli.  turn-  up  it.  w^-^r 
at  -<'lfi.  (,)t  (  nursi".  thrri'-  a  h<u>ml.^t  n"\v  and 
a-aiii  I  ubt-xi-  and  (.il>  and  -if  h  lik«  -niall  trv  hut 
lh''  Tnaik(t-  mo-llv  h'l  pinfc^-innal-  All  th<- 
rrallv  t akin-  ^'amblr-  arc  knn.  ki-<l  on  tlip  h^ail,  nut 
r.\  ij)tnm   '-kill  <  nnipo(itinn>.     " 

'■  Ah.      I--\''r  knew  anvhodv  wh"  w-.n  a  jui/r      I 
ni-an  a  i-'allv  big  pn/,''  ? 

"  No,  but  Ivr  known  Iumj)-  who  kn<  w  ^anrbofiv 
who  had  a  trifud  who  knew  -onu'bodv  <l>c  who  wa^ 
hi'  kv,  and  that'>  as  tar  a>  mi>>t  pronlr  havf  -^ot,  I 
luhrw.  The  advert i>in,i,'  -windle'^>  alwav-  "n,  but 
you  want  a  f^ood  idea  and  yon  must  have  eapit.d. 
Thr  real  draw  i-  >oinethinf:  with  a  pamble  ni  it, 
and  betttn;^  never  die-.  Just  now  I'm  m  with  -<>mc 
Johnnir-  running  an  agen.  v  at  Ostcnd  to  •  at.  h  ih' 
ilat-  hi  re.  1  -old  them  ,i  list  of  name-  o|  people 
who  '  .ui't  e\i-t  without  bettiuL,'  But  to.  that, 
jimnn*  .  old  man,  vou'd  ,qo  ^hort  ot  b.e  -v  and  other 

lu.xurie-." 

"  Hl.-t  it  \oii  don't  have  the  de\ii'~  own  hi' k." 
grumbled  l\ook-ou  enviou.-lv.  "  I  w.i  om  e 
proim-''d  a  im  e  littl  •  sum  it  1  -  ould  -neak  a  list 
froin  a  liookio  I  know,  but  he  wa-  too  fl\  I  ^'ucss 
th.it  ■-  Iiow  \-.m!  L;ot  vonr.-.  Bert." 

"  Von  (  an  l;u'->  what  \-ou  like.  The  ponit  now 
i-  that  I'm  anxiou-  to  e,.(  nn  with  the  Hat,',i,'ar 
i.ami)aiL;n    a-    -ooii    a-    po^.-,ible.      Ale.tiiwluie,    my 
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dPiir  ( liap,  \<iu  re  r)n  vehpt.  All  \oii  have  to  do  is 
tn  fat,  drink,  ^niokf^  and  dream  of  the  Ljold  that'll 
shower  on  von  when  r\c  pnlled  the  thing  off." 

"  Doe>  that  mean  yon've  nothing  more  for  me 
tr.  do  '  " 

"  Prai  ti(  ally  it  does.  Of  conrse,  when  the  will's 
jirodm  ed,  yon  may  be  questioned  about  your  >igna- 
ture,  but  111  prime  you  with  the  proper  ^torv.  " 

"   Ihank^.      And  what  about  Jenny  ? 

"  She'll  ha\e  to  say  the  s.ime  thing,  ot  (  our>e    " 

f^odkson  frowned  aiui  bit  his  nails. 

"  Id  like  to  <ee  jenny  and  fuive  a  t.ilk  with  her 
about  till--  bu^mes-.  It  >ei  m-.  to  me  I'm  as  mm  h 
a  partner  with  her  as  I  am  with  you." 

"  ( )t  rour^i-  \du  are.  but  I  may  tell  you  that  she's 
alre.idy  signed  and  tliat  she's  got  her  story  by 
heart." 

"  Very  well,  then  her  story  must  be  mv  story. 
I'll  write  to  her." 

"  Don't  do  anything  so  idiotic.  Nobody  must 
know  where  you're  living.  Not  even  Jenny. 
Don't  you  see  that  ? 

"  Am  I  to  stirk  in  this  beastly  hole  for  ever  ? 
Rookson  suddenly  bellowed. 

Kook>on's  voice  had  all  at  once  become  har>h 
and  >trident,  and  the  ihange  Irom  his  usual  smooth- 
ness the  drferontial  smoothne'-s  of  the  waiter,  sug- 
gestive of  sclf-effa<  ement  was  startling.  The 
scene  at  Dartmoor  came  back  vividly  to  D(»uglas's 
memor\'.  Rookson  looked  now  almost  as  he  looked 
th.-n. 

The  effect  i>f  [prison  life  on  ( crtain  temperaments 
is  to  produce  a  morbid  mental  exi  itemcnt,  which 
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iiftii  ials  arr  a''qu.iiiitcd  with  the  ph<'n<mit'ii,i  innro 
<  onimrtn  .imonR  wnmt'ii  than  amnnc  men  R^>iik- 
-nn'^  attd'  k  mi  thi-  Dartinnor  wardf-r  \va>  dm- 
ti>  I  aii?e^  lor  whi'  h  he  was  hardlv  nspoiisibU',  and 
hi-  punishment  had  pivrn  to  his  ntTvous  sv-tctn  a 
-hork  which  >hoWpd  itseit  now  and  apain.  oftm 
without  seeniinclv  adeqiiatr  pro\.),  ;ition.  -^wh  a 
niiHid  w< '.lid  coinf  upon  liiin  in  .i  tew  sf  oiuK,  and 
whilr  he  wa>  under  its  influeu'  e  he  (  ould  not  rontrol 

hiin~elt. 

r)-Mmla>  was  pertei  tly  well  aware  ol  thi-,  hut  he 
•  il-u  knew  his  power  «>\-(>r  Rookson,  and  (  oiild 
j^piurallv  brin;.;  him  ha^  k  to  hi>  normal  condition. 
He  did  it  hv  (haft  and  flattcrv. 

"  Stop  here  for  ever  ?  Not  hkelv  But  just 
think  over  the  position.  I  admit  this  phu  e  i>  a  sort 
ot  prison,  but  (ompare  it  with  the  real  thin.t;.  Did 
\oii  ha\e  (  h.ors  and  steaks  at  Wormwood  Scrubbs 


or 


...t     Da 


Mir  ?      Did     the     '  s-rews 


(prison 

warders)  suj  ,lv  you  with  unlimited  '  >inoiit  ' 
(tohai-co)  ?  How  murh  bottled  beer  had  you 
durine  vmr  three  '  strett  h  '  (vear.-)  ?  I  guess  you've 
ne\cr  washed  this  room  o  '  or  polished  vour  tea 
k  'ttle  since  vou've  been  here.  11  1  recollect  riphtlv, 
\oH  ou'-'-  beiont,'ed  to  th'^  '  soapsuds  '  ,c;an,c:  at  Dart- 
mo. ir,  and  had  to  go  down  on  vonr  marntw-bones 
,utH  d>.  nothing  but  dirtv  work.  It  was  a  shameful 
ta>k  to  -(H  a  man  of  vour  talents.  You  don't  want 
til  have  another  taste,  I'll  bet." 

"  Viiu'rc   (inlv   trying   to   put   me   off," 


growled 
Yon  know 


R<)"k<o!i,  but   in  a  less  savage  tone. 

wli.it   I  want     Jenny  Bassett.     If  she  'an't  (  ome 

to  see  me  here,   111  go  and  see  her.      I'm  talking 
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"  I  know  that  \vp!1  iMVHipjh,  iM  rhap,  and  vnn 
may  takr  it  tioin  inr  tliat  wIkmi  thf  time  romrs 
I  won't  baulk  \'oii    ' 

"  Baulk  inr  ?  YoH  baulk  ni'^  ?  A^k  me  annthor, 
Bnrt  D'Miql.v-.  Fudpistand  I  won't  have  \'ou 
1  oniiiiu  brtw'cn  mr  and  jciiuv   " 

"  Don't  f.ilk  lot,  old  (  liap  You  mak<'  mo  tirod. 
}i'uu\'>  ,qonc  on  \ou  -he'-,  alwav^  asking,'  abo>it 
\-ou.  Shr  think-  \-ou  wvrr  da-hi"d  <  lover  with  thnt 
f.ib'*  rrlrrriK  f  \(>\\  Worked  tor  h^r.  She'd  iieviM' 
ha\e  ;^'ot  }\nv  -ituation  at  j-laton  ^qu.ire  it  it  hadn't 
Imrn  tor  vou    " 

■".''  vcr  iniiid  about  that.     I  want  her   " 

"  And  \ou  >hall  ha\'e  hnr,  Jiinmir.  Whv 
shouldn't  \-ou  ?  Can't  vn  see  it'>  to  n^\^  int'Tr>t 
that  \()u  two  -should  be  the  best  of  paK  ?  But  I 
mu-t  ino\e  (  autiuu-lv  and  esperially  iu>t  now.  One 
f.il>e  --tcp  and  poof  !  over  p<ie>  the  shmv  Rut  if 
it  travel-,  wdl,  1  ran  s(-(^  vmi  and  Jennv  like  a  p.iir  ot 
turtlf -do\-o->.  and  ne\(^r  without  a  sovereign  in  v'nir 
pork''t-  All  vou  want  i>  a  i  hance  to  show  what 
^tutf  Nou're  made  of,  and  that  ehani  c  i>  rominc; 
aloiiq,  -o  don't  I  rab  it." 

The  i'a>v  manner,  tlic  in>inuating  voire,  the  air 
ot  qood  humour,  wliich  Dougia?  <  ould  assume  when 
he  liked,  had  their  effei  t.  Ronkson  ealmed  down, 
and  <i  I  iq.ir  whi(  h  Dougla>  ea\c  him  eompletcd  his 
I  urt\ 

"  Bu'  k  up,  dear  boy,  "  said  Douj,;la>  lightly.  "  I 
dep'iid  on  \'ou,  and  if  you  go  down,  I  gf>  too.  Any- 
how, I'll  get  now.     So  long." 

He  pulled  on  his  kuender  suede  gloves,  and 
swinging  hi-  tightly  rolh'd  silk  umbrella  -glossy 
hat,    glove.-,    umbreiia,   patent    leather   shoes   and 
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-pal^,  were  the  c  harms  he  beheved  in  he  sauntered 
nut  with  a  ^waRpering  carriage  i)t  the  ^hl•ulders  and 
luinrinK  J^ait  whirh  lie  always  aftei  ted  when  he  was 
111  what  he  railed  his  "  war  paint." 

Outw.irdly  everything  seemed  to  bf  going  well 
with  Dduglas,  but  inwardly  he  did  nut  hel  .omttirt- 
ubl<-.  What  h<-  had  just  seen  wa^  the  hr-t  time 
kiHiksdii  had  shown  signs  ot  om-  ot  hi>  "  bursts." 
Ihe  ht  had  passed  oft,  but  it  wa-  l)\  no  means  >  er- 
tain  it  Would  not  return. 

'■  I'm  treading  on  eggshells,"  he  mutttrLd,  biting 
hi-  lips.  "Usual  woman  threattus  to  upst-t  the 
appli-  (  art  I  wcnder  it  he  owes  Jenny  a  grudge.  I 
inii-^tu't  let  her  suspect  anything  In  spite  ot  what 
.-he  savs  the  girl's  a  bit  alraid  ot  Jim  as  it  i-.,  and  il 
-^he  knew  what  /  know  about  him,  ^he'<i  be  m  a 
deucc  ot  a  funk.  I  suppose  they'll  have  to  meet, 
but  hanged  if  1  like  the  idea.  Now  that  Jim's  done 
hi-  work  I'vi-  no  further  use  tor  him,  but  — 

Douglas  finished  the  sentence  with  a  shrug  ot  the 
shoulders.  For  the  moment  he  could  see  no  way 
out  ol  the  dithculty.  Rook-on  wa-  h.xed  to  hiiu  by 
more  bonds  than  one. 

Douglas  took  the  direction  ot  Kus-ell  Square. 
Hi-  intention  was  to  prowl  about  the  West  I'.nd  and 
sport  his  hue  clothes.  He  knew  the  haunts  ol  the 
"  bo\s  " — IV  other  words,  men  more  or  le-s  asso<  la- 
ted  with  the  turl,  who,  when  in  London,  appear  to 
pa^s  their  lives  in  salucm  bars  and  retreshment  bul- 
let-. They  have  "  houses  of  call  "  in  every  part 
ot  the  nietropoli.s,  and,  whatever  may  be  the  naturt- 
ot  tile  mysterious  business  they  engage  in,  it  i  annot 
be  done  without  the  as-istance  of  drinks,  long  talks 
in  the  lowest  of  under  tones,  and  niiKh  traveUmg  ol 
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sii-~pirinus.  ^liiftv  evt">  towards  ;inv  stiaii^er  who 
may  <  ham  i^  t<»  be  near. 

On  his  rele-asc  irnui  Daitniimr,  I)<jU(4las  knrw 
that  his  laroiT  ni  tin-  i  it\-  \va-  at  an  end,  and  In- 
joiiu'd  thf  "  bitvs."  Ill'  had  thrn  (  noui^h  ni(ini-\- 
t<i  start  as  a  "  titfl,"  and  his  >  r,itt\-  brain  and 
f^tntlptnanK-  addres-.  wt-n'  at  (imr  a|)[)i r.  latcd 
H'-  \va-  nnr  (.i  till'  1  lass  known  inditl.M'Mitlv  as 
"  tninblers  '  oi  "  whi-pt-icr-,"  '.vho-r  aim  i-  tu  i^ri 
hold  of  \niinL;  nitii  with  iiiorr  inoiit\  than  brain-, 
and  niakf  lis.-  .il  tlnni  m  aii\-  wav  whi'  h  would  i)ut 
I  oin  into  till'  pot  k'-t-  I.I  iht-  "  whi>pi-rt'r."  For  a 
tune  thiniis  went  widl.  and  tlu-n  tl:r  !<anL;  lA-er- 
stepped  tiir  mark  .md  hasiih-  mad''  th'-in-ilMs 
si.ari  ••  to  a\oid  the  cmbrai  r<  ol  tlu'  law 

A  ioiii;  -prll  ot  lU-hii  k  toUowcil  Doiil;1.i-.  .md  hr 
a\oidi'd  til-'  ho^tfhit's  wher''.  niider  tin-  iianif  ot 
"  (itntlnirui  Fnd  '  In-  had  luld  a  -niali  >  oiirt .  treat- 
ing  r\(,'r\'olU-    lltiht    ro\all\         Hv    r(iUld    IuiM'     )i>llird 

a  lower  Liradr'  ot  the  "  b^N-,  '  but  ihi-  wonld  mean 
sir\'ini,'  wIk'Ii'  hi-  had  nii'  '■  leimird,  and  -inkiini  t(  a 
h'M'l  troni  whii  h  In'  \\iaild  n»  \fr  rise.  1  hf  lnwi-i 
iMadi'  I  '  lilt  uiiiii  hiHihiian-  and  bi  iiiser-^,  and  a-^oi  la- 
tioii  w.ili  -ir  h  L'tiitiA  was  imthinkalil''  llh'-i- 
f.;fntli  men  wi-re  alwavs  reatU'  to  i;o  an\whi  rr  aiid  do 
anNthmt;,  tioin  "  ba~hin>i  "  to  bnij.:larv,  piovidi-d 
thi'\'  were  w-'U  [>,iid  Doiikda-  preterred  tu  Wi-ik 
alone  and  do  hi--  mwii  ba  him:  .md  biiri:lin,i4,  it  «  itlier 
Were  neressarx  lb'  wa-  jU'-l  now  however,  tlymg 
ai  irui  h  liiuher  game 

Hi-  had  |irettv  well  worked  onl  lus  plan  ot  t-iieia 
tion,  but  It  had  a  weak  point     so  inu(  h  di'pended 
npon  other  people       fhi-  was  dead  uk-'I'I"^^  '»>^  "wn 
theor ,'  and  practxe,  l)iit   tlirre  wa-  i\"  iieip  lor  ii. 
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Anotlier  drawback  was  that  his  two  a>-.iNt<ints 
had  to  be  paid,  and  though  he  had  satished  thein 
until  now,  the  necessitv  ^'i  keeping  up  the  pavnienls 
was  a  constant  sourcp  of  anxiety.  Howe\er.  he 
lioped  mui  h  Irom  the  "  boys."  a-,  thi-  hiti:h<r-  hi>s 
tnui  hed  nothing  where  the  pinfit-^  did  n^f  run  uMo 
bit,'  figurt^s,  and  it  was  on  tlir  .  haiii  e  ut  lunniiiLj 
a(  ros^  some  ot  lus  old  friends  that  he  luunt'tMl  uitu 
one  wine  bar  after  an(4h(-'",  in  the  ii'ii^'li[),,nrhon(|  ot 
rhariim  Truss. 

Hi'  met  with  no  ->U'. »  e<-.      ApparentK'  th.-  old  -.et 
had   bioktn   uj),   and   the   new  nirn   did   not    kimw 
Douglas.     At   all   events   he  did   not    know   them 
H''  beyan  to  get  thorouiihiv  sa\ai;e,  <uid  the  drinks 
li"  iiad  to  .irdei   did  not  add  tu  iii-^  eoml  temper 
lb-   waited   quite   tliree   hour-   witlio\n    .iii\    rr-ult. 
■Old  about  h\'e  o'.  lork  he  ■  ame  'Uit  •<{  an  establi-h- 
nirut  m  Oiandov  street,  nioodv  and  depr<'ssed  and 
in  till'  humour  to  quarrel  with  ain-bod\'       He  -.aun- 
I'  1,(1  towards  rharinc  (  rns-    uuiert  lin  what  to  du 
He   li.ul   Uiit    mon.'N'   enough   to    work    thiouL'h   an 
r\pensi\-e  dinner- the  nuh    thing  at    th     luouient 
to  his  taste  -and  it  was  too  cirK'  u>  ^nk  the  (li-tia.  - 
tion  iif  a  mtisii  hall 

nouijlas  tuimd   toward-,  thr-   >tiauu,   and   wlieii 
I  pjio-ite  the  railwa\'  station,  he  -aw  .i  lad\-  wa.  ing 
wliili-  the  taxi  she  had  haileil  dii^w  up  at  the  pave- 
lui-nt.      l-'or    a    niomeut    hi^    fa^  e    Hu-hed    aiiL;ril\- 
He  had  re.  oi-iii-ed  hi-  wife  ! 
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Hi-KjRr.  AlMa  liad  tun.-  i"  «-n<.'r  llu-  v.hi.  h-. 
1),iiil;Ki>  w.i-  b\  !:.r  -idr,  hi-  liaud  nii  h.-r  aim. 
^1.,  umi.a  and  ta>  -  d  hiin.  Sh--  .lartfd,  it  \va->  tnir, 
Imt  -lir  did  nut  -^li.AV  the  t.'ur  \\v  <\i>.''  t.-d 

•  What  du  veil  want  ?  "  -i  a-kid,  m  a  taiilv 
>t.adv  \ni.  r  and  <  ahn  inaiuin  .  thmi^h  in  itM  .tv 
shi'  wa-  KK'atlv  a-itati-il. 


,1.  1  iiinpaiw  \'iai,  u 


1  ,  iiiii-i'       I\<'  thr  li^ht 


Vuu  ki;.A\  that  a-  Wfll  a-  I  do  " 

■•  I  du  nut  know  it  It  vnii  jui-i^t  in  annnvinti 
and  ,KiN.-,  utin^  iiK,  1  -hall  a.k  th.-  hi-l  i-nli.  .mau 
wh"  p.i-^-'C-'  tu  pii'ti'i  1    111!-. 

■  I),,  .,,  |,\  all  in.an-,  and  vni'll  -<•.•  what '11 
hai.i>'ii  I  V.'  hut  to  a^-k  vou  in  hi-,  piv^ni.  ,■  wh.thcr 
1  am  not  vour  hn-hand,  and  tlir  poll,  , -man  11  drv 
up       ]\r    know-   h.tt.T    than    to   mt.Mt.T.'   brtwrt-n 

man  and  witt  . 

•■  l',,,-il)i\  Mo-t  hn-handr^  thmk  thrv  maN'  tivat 
th'U  wiv.  a-  thfv  hk.-,  and  that  im  ,  in-  ha-  a  lit^lit 
to  va\'  a  wold 

"  Ditto  wi.  <■-,■■  ntoit-'d  Di.iiKla-  "  Bnt  the 
merits  oi  that  ,pi.-tion  haw,  I  tan.  v,  no  interest 
lor  nther  ot  u-  In  aiiv  case.  1  take  it,  tin-  i^n't 
th.-  pla.  e  to  di- a-  it  Hoiit  tor^rt.  Ah- la,  I'v 
1,  t  \,,u  .tloiic  lor  -oine  little  tini--,  althongh  I 
..=.   -.  .  ::    •.•,a!!»n;»«.fr    !    w.tuted.      EvTi'y 
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inu\f  vnii'x-r  made  i>  kn^wn  to  nn-  I  know  wlu-n 
\iiu  left  l'xl)iid,!4c,  I  know  how  loni;  vou'vi'  been 
stavint,'  at  Povntir'-  Hotel,  I  know  how  tor  more 
than  a  week  \-oir  . t  been  lookinj^  ioi  apartments." 

You'xe  b<''ii  ^p\'inf<  on  me.  It-  di'>pii  able," 
>hi'  i  rird  hoth'. 

.Ml'-  fair  m  l.i\e  and  war,  "  -aid  he,  -miUng 
di^atireiabiv,  "and  in  \-our  >  a-e  it'-  doiiblv  Ian-, 
becau-e  I'm  lo\-mf,'  \'(»n  ami  t'l^htini;  vi«u  at  the 
same  tinif.  l'\r  ><)metlunL,'  t(<  >a\'  to  \-ou,  and 
shall  tiijo\'  a  ifte  a  tetc  in  a  ta\i.  '  .\  iftc  a  tPtc  in 
a  ta\i  '  -oiuid-  like  a  i  omit  -ont,'.  doe-n't  it  ' 

All'  la  lelt  h.  r  heart  beatintj  rH|)idlv.  Her 
hu-baud  -  banter  was  a-  hard  t(t  «  ridiirc  a^  his 
ImiIKihl;.  I-^.r  the  moment  -he  hardlv  knew  wh  it 
to  do  or  >a\'. 

Ma\'  I  .'  "  -  lul  he,  optiiiii:^  tlu>  ta.xi  door,  and 
holdiiit;  oiit  hi-,  hand  "  I  don't  -iip[)<i-e  yn'd 
I  .ire  to  have  me  .all  .it  Poynter'-.  Il  we're  ^'oin:.^ 
to  lia\-e  a  row,  we'd  better  ha\e  it  m  the  >»»(  hi  aoii 
ol  a  taxi  where  no  (^ne  i  an  liear  the  na-t\-  thm^;-  we 
ina\-  -a\-  to  eai  h  other    " 

.-\>  vou  please,"  she  said  it  ilv. 
He  dul  not  expeet  so  read\-  a  surrender.  He 
b"Wr(l,  and  Would  have  a--i-.ted  h.-r  into  the  taxi, 
but  -he  imiored  his  j)iotfered  hand  {"he  ,  haiitteiir 
L'lan.  ed  round  tor  .ii-  m-truition-  l)oi!L:l,i-  put 
111-  he, id  iii-ide  the  taxi. 

|)oi!  t  let  me  interfere  with  \>'iir  pioLii.imme. 
Wliat  -lull  I  tell  the  man  ^  " 

What    \<.u    Ilk-       I've  altered    m\    iiiind 

We'll  siiiiplv  have  a  '  joy  ride,'  eh  ?  Darbv  and 
I".tn,  \ou  kiiow  a  x«>od  ide.i  (io  westward," 
he  .  all'-'l     ot   t,.  ti...  .  Il  iM»Tf...,,         .1..M.,  p;.  .  ..miw    ■ 
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DoiiKla^  Kct  into  the  taxi  and  ^at  bv  tlie  ^ide 
(,t  Aluia.  wli..  l(H.k<d  .traii^'lu  b.-f.nv  hrr,  i.yiv.nnL,' 
him  r,,inpletelv.  He  t^'lan.  cd  at  lu-r  trom  lu^ 
( ,,rn.>r  without  -.avin^  ^  wrd. 

Thf  ineetiiiL,' was  as  iniu  h  a  siir|)ns.^  to  hiin  a>  to 
hrr,  and  it  was  a  he  that  he  liad  anvthin^  paitMihir 
he  wantfd  to  >av.  Thr  dav'-.  annovan.  <'>.  dis- 
appointment^ .Old  uneeTtamtu-,,  had  iva.  h.-d  tlie-i- 
(hinax  wlum  he  .  au^lit  -i^ht  "f  his  wile.  He  wa^ 
lookin(<  lor  M>m.-bodv  ou  whuin  o)  v  nt  In-  lU- 
teniper,  and  Aheia  presented  herselt  at  an  opportune 
m.mient.  Had  she  bren  tni^ditt-ned,  had  ^he 
implored  hiin  tivnibhuKlv  to  let  her  al..ne,  h.-  w.mld 
have  telt  some  satistaeti(.n.  The  >ense  ot  puw.-r,  .d 
trampliui,'  ui)ou  eniie  weak.'r  than  him-^.-ll,  wa- 

what  he  would  ..ve  eii)..ved.  but  .\!i>  la  liad  d.ti.nl 
him,  mor(»  perhaps  bv  her  manner  than  bv  h.-r 
words,  and  he  qnivend  with  ani^er. 

Doui<las  had  never  bren  able  to  de,  id--  what  wa- 
tlu-  best  roursc  to  take  with  Ah.  -a.  and  vet  it  wa-. 
all  important  he  should  do  >o  bet.. re  i^^uin-  'i  "-^'M' 
lurther  with  his  anda>  ions  s.  henv.      The  po-itiun 
was  tull  ot  dittK  ultv  iind  > ontradi.  ti-.n       Althuu^h 
it  was  thnumh  her  that  iie  hnp.-d  to  p..-.^.--  hmis.ll 
ul  David  llak'ii.ir's  inoiuv,  vet  she  was  tli.'  ob-ta.le 
in  the  way  "f  his  su  eess.      At  the  m.  rp\un\  n\  the 
idea,  it  si'eine<l  to  him    an  ea-v    (hiiii;  t..   talk    leT 
(A'.-r.      He  reini-mb.-rrd   h.  r  mlatuatioii   in    him     ■ 
at    least,    it    nnisi    hav.'   been    intatuatioii.    or    >he 
would  never  havi    .  uiis.'nted  tw  -d  mad  a  marriage. 
In    thn<e  davs  he  tli.rii-ht    d..    bdieved   evervthintj 
he  told  her       she     .ipp.Mred    t..   him    to    h.ivr   no 
will    ot     h.T    ..wn.     and     thoUL;h     the    <  atastiophe 
whi.  h    eami'     ujion    ium     so     Miduinis      l.-id.     o{ 
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iniir-r,  (ipened  her  eve>  to  the  ( haractor  ut  the  man 
-hr  li;ui  manicd,  and  had  niadt-  her  cnnscions  how 
^Mir-  1\-  -lir  had  been  dt'« cived,  he  had  a  hrni  behet 
in  111-  tliri.'v  that  a  woman  never  fort^'ets  the  man 
\\][ii  uwii  litr  tir^t  lo\-e,  and  no  matter  what  hf  may 
(in,  -hi  will  .ilw.i\N  iia\i'  a  tt-ndrr  rrj^Mid  for  him. 
Ill'-  r>'inaii>  f  ot  i^irlhunel  i^  ditVu  ult  u,  kill.  It  i^ 
tlir  (.IK-  rrinernbraih  i-  that  a  woinau  (  lirri^hes. 
Till'  hiTo  ut  her  roinaiii  ('  mav  be  ba■^r,  but  -^he  ran 
^1  p.irati  ilir  man's  basi-ness  from  hi-r  lovr  tor 
Ir.in  ;  iti<-  tir^l  >hr  (an  lor_u;et,  the  >ei  ond  is  jiart 
lit  lit-r  lilc. 

Hut  the  attitude  All*  ia  assumed  towards  him 
did  ui't  M|narf'  with  thi-^  theor\'.  It  sfcrned  to 
liiiii  i!-il(  ->  t((  hi.jtf  |(.r  aiu'  tendernes-,  Irom  her. 
Sf iitiiii'Mit  .liail\'  Wduld  !>•'  a  wa-^tt'  oi  tinn- ; 
iiitiiiihi.it idii  wa-^  the  onl\-  aiternati\'e,  .uul  inti- 
niKiatidU  w.i-  m  hi-  mind  a<  he  >at  meditating  how 
tc  -piin^  an  attack  upiui  her.  >()mehow  hi'  eoiild 
iiiii  11)  u-h.il  hi>  nui  ('-  Hi>  (Nil  passions,  his 
dc-n>-  t(/  ■•(•(■  hn  -utii-r,  tn  i)uni--h  lu-r  lor  not  >howmg 
tilt-  -liL;htr-t  -iyn  ot  ;df(t  ti^n  t(n  him,  and  alieve  all, 
111-  j''ali>u-\',  o\erpowi're(l  r-vrrvthing. 

1  b(W  -  \(iur  tneiid  the  Ixtui.der  ?  I  suppo  ^e  \dU 
;.nd  h'   .ii(    -till  thi(  k.     he  Inoki-  out  -avaf.;elv. 

N'lt  ,1  \\u],\  ,  aiiic  ti«iin  hf-r  "^he  had  steeled 
Ik  1  -'  il    I-   111-   iii-illl  - 

Wild  -    pa\ing    \nui    bill    at    Povnter'^  '^      Yku 
lu  t  li\(   thcic  !or  notluii!^,  \'ou  know 
\li   la     heard     lum     niimnx'id.     and     lici     -liciK  e 
■1.  ;  .  nraged  Inn 

\\li.il  .(1.  \<:\\  takniL;  that  ruciu  at  >.lifphcrd's 
i';u>h  for  lla\c  the\  di--«  overed  at  Po\iiter'b 
^\i:-     '  •  ';     ill'     and   ha\'e   the'.'   asked   VoU   to  bhut  .' 
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You  don't  call  yourself  Alicia  Montrose  there,  vou 
know.  I  f^'uess  it's  been  found  out  you're  passinj,' 
under  an  alias.  Why  don't  you  .all  yuurself  by 
vour  husband'-  name  ->hv  name  ?  " 
"  Yovi  know  why  -Frederick  Verlan." 
Sh"  spi»ke  .  oldlv,  deliberately,  and  without 
m.ivmt,'  the  direction  ot  her  eye^A. 

"  Oh,  you're  ai  tinu  in  mv  intere-t-.  are  yon  •>  " 
he  sneered 

"  I've  nothin,;:,'  to  tell  yuu  (oneernin.Lj  either  my 
thnu.^hts  (.r  mv  pre-ent  <>r  future  action-  As, 
thank-  to  your  -pies,  vi'U  ah.-adv  kn.iw  -c  nun  h 
about  ne',  \'ou  can  j^robabh-  -atisiv  \-iiur  ■  uru'-ity 
withnut  m\'  a-sistau'  e" 

"  That'^  mure  than  likely.  I  mean  tn  be  your 
shadow,  my  dear  Alicia  It  giw-  nv  n..  end  ..t 
anni-ement  to  wat' h  your  manieu\re-  and  yur 
wripgling-^  how  tu  escape  me 

"  And  why  ?     What  am  I  to  yon  '>  " 
"  Mv  wite,  mv  darlini^c     strani<e  that  y..u  -honld 
need   remmdini.;.      Y<>u    can't    wri^^le   out    ol    your 
marriatre  \uws,  yon  know 

"  You're  mi-taken  There'-  one  wav." 
For  the  hr-t  tune  All.  la  tunietl  her  head  and 
hxed  her  ey.--  on  hi<  lace.  Her  vou.-  wa  .  verv 
low,  almost  a  whi  per,  but  e\frv  word  wa-  \erv 
di-tnii  t  He  did  n<il  aii-wei  loi  nearh  a  nimul.c 
He  dareil  not  meet  her  ^d/.c 

•■  1  under-taiul,  -aid  he  at  la-t.  a  little  hn-kih', 
"but  1  don't  think  \nu  II  take  that  wa\  ,  Air  la. 
h's  not  ni  \on  \'ou  ma\  lia\e  e\e-  .i-  attra.  ti\e 
a-  I)<'lilah's.  but  thert  -  nothin.t:  el-e  about  vou 
that     r<-embie-    her       Voii  re     a     Woniaii     I     >  ould 
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trn-t  with  <i  -<•'  It  t.      1  i>ii'  <■  ti>ld  voii  so  in  thr  old 

"  Vmi  tnld  inr  main-  tliitiL'-  in  thr  did  das--. 
rip  I. '-  net  "ur  I  want  t'>  minr'inbrr. 

■  P.i--!t)l\-,  bnt  tnr  .ill  that  v'>n  'ant  tiM'^rt. 
Nm  v"U  won't  take  that  nne  \va\-  Anvhnw,  if 
It-  m  \iiur  imnd  it^   "n\v   tair  tn  nivc  mr   uarn- 

iii.c" 

"  \>n]  -h.iU  knu\\  in  ;:;<•, .d  tinvv  It  al!  doprnd^ 
iip'Mi  \<iiir-,rlt.      I.iaM'  inr  [\\'<nc     th.it-  all  I  a>k." 

Hi>  ''V0>  l"-t  tli'ii  aiixi'in-  l""k.  a  KJuit  nt  -ati>- 
fa'  ti"ii  liad  loaprfi  intu  thnn  \\r  wa^  ho^inninc; 
f'l  rrad  wh.it  wa-^  in  h'^r  mind  in  rr^ard  tn  hiin-'-lt. 
Thi-  u.i-  what  \\f  war.  »<>  de-iron-  o1  knowing. 

"  l.raxr^  \'mi  .iloiv  ?  Well.  I'm  quito  pr'^parrd 
tM  (Im  til, it  on  term-  It  -  a  matter  ot  ,i  p.  rfe.  tjv 
,i!!ir  a!^!'^  arranU''m''nt .  pro\-idnd  \'oii're  not  -o 
-tupid  a-  to  put  \our  ha^k  up  I'm  quite  pr(q)ared 
to  filter  into  H  Mimpa' t  hv  whii  li  I  bind  mv-elf 
iiMi  to  -e<k  to  -.'(^  \-ou  or  takf  th^  -hL;h  '^-t  noti-'o 
(it  \ou  111  loiik  upon  \ou  I-  d'Md,  n  \'ou  like, 
,.ud  \  ou'll  Ix-  trof  to  do  a-  \ou  plea-e    " 

"  I  dou  t  'jathiM-  \oiir  meainni,'.  -aid  -h'\  alter 
H    piM-''.      "  I      ant    im.imui"    aiiv   ■  onifia' 1    worth 

th''    p.lp'I     It     ■<    writ  trU    oil 

"   riii'i.'ll  ho  no  wntiiiL:.  '  ho  mtrrpo-fd 

'  W'l  itm-  or  nn  wi  it  iir.:.  I  <  ant  imauni'\  I  r'-'ixMt . 

,iu\     '  oinpa' t     v\liih    will    !^i\f    mo    m\'    ti''''dom, 

uiil'~.  It  .iiiinil-  our  hatrliil  inarn.m<        N'..  .  cunpa'  t 

.m    do    I  hat     ' 

"  1    quito  agree   with   xor,       h    uaiit-    -om, -thing 

moir  than  a  ■  mnpa'  t       I  'ntortiiii.Ui  K  ,  thf  arrange- 

u"  ;ii  iu  mx'  mind  doo>n  t  h>''p  \ou  in  th.it  dirf  tion. 

On  til"  ■  (iiitrarv,  one  imperative  < undition  i>  iU.il 
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evideii' e  ut  Dur  indrnaj^e   :>hoi!ld,   if   no'~o— arv.    ho 
prndui  '^d." 

The  (  Min-f^r^ation  had  t.ik'Mi  a  turn  wlii'  h  had 
driven  awav  Doimla^'-  bhi' k  Imni'iur.  H<^  \va> 
jiow  aiixiiiti^  to  loii'  ih.itn  Ah' la.  H*"  wa-  -till 
dispn-ed  t«>  bf  jralous;  he  hated  (iiavdnii  m'irr'  th.ui 
rvcr,  but  ht^  wa:^  williny  tn  sink  hnfh  hi-^  i.\d'iu^v 
and  hatred  if  he  >  nuld  onlv  be  rr  h  \l  had  .^ften 
(  onfc^s^d.  to  u-o  hi-,  own  word^.  th<U  there  was 
nothm;;  lu'  would  not  do  for  "  oof,"  and  thi'^  was 
tnir. 

"  Ivvideine  of  nur  tnarrias;'^  '  '  rep-ated  Ah'  ia, 
with  a  shudder  --he  .  ,,uld  not  repress.  "  It  that  is 
a  <  ondition,  then  \-oiir  '  arran^em-Mit  '  i-  impo-^ible. 

Douc:la>  wa>  not  irritated  lie  did  not  de-.pair 
of  talking:  hi~-  wife  over,  but  he  did  not  oxpi,-  r  to  do 
it  <dl  at  oil.  f\  He  wa>  becMnninf;:  to  make  a  littlo 
pro^'re-,>  m  -ohiuf;;  the  tormidable  problf^m  before 
Inm.  and  he  (  on>idered  that  h'^  had  -ettled  two 
point--  ouo  tli.it  Ali'  1.1  wa-  wiUinu  to  di-.  u->  tlie 
situation,  Mid  the  othrr  and  nion^  jinp.irtant,  that 
she  ,  ould  b(^  tru>ted 

Bv  tin-  time  tlK  taxi  liaa  re.i' h^^d  Hvd^^  P.u  k 
(  (irner.  The  .  hauffmr  had  i,'one  tlie  length  ot 
Pn  I  adillv.  and  he  -topped  to  enquire  it  hi-  !.ue 
wished  to  alii^dit. 

"No."  I  ailed  out  nou..;la-.  "  ( ro  ,dou^  P.n  k 
I.anr  into  (~)xtoid  "-trect . 

"  Now  that  we'n-  talkini:  rr.i-ou.ilib.-,  '  li.-  went 
oil.  .liter  th(  taxi  h.id  -t.i/ted,  "  wr  in.i\-  .1-  well 
thra-h  tlie  thin^  out  a-  far  a-  we  e.iii  at  pn-eiit  I 
ap.-lo^i-e  tor  taking  V"nr  m<->!nor\-  bai  k  to  the  ol.i 
tune-  will,  h  now  -^(MTI  -o  di-airreeable  to  \(iii.  but 
I  111    atraid   it  -   ne.e--.arv       You    niu-t    adiiiit    th.it 
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when  I  v\ci.-  Hicil.  lied  Ipmu  v<»u,  I  lu-vcv  gdvv  vu 
awav.     The    detoi  live    wlm    arro^tpd    me    in    tlm 
,,ni>t    httlr   roadside   nm    when   we   were   abonl   to 
Mt  down  to  (Hir  niode>t   weddnm  br<akfa-t,  hadn't 
the   >h,!4hte,t    id'M    that    withni    th.'    previon-   honr 
wr  had  be-^n  made  man  and  wite.      N'o  one  kn«nv 
It    ,x.  rptmt,'   the   dodderin.t;   old   par>on    who   per- 
f,.nn«d  tlir  '  fivmonv,  his  drat  . icrk,  and  the  -nntfv 
old  woman     ,  lunvh- leaner,  pew  opener,  or  what- 
rvpr    -h^    niav   have    been.      The    detective    wasn't 
a  |,,t(l  -ort       I  told  him  vom  were  mv  tiPr>t  mrl.  and 
that   what    Id  doiv  had  nothm,^   to  do  with   von. 
and   1   k'.iv-    him  a  ^ov<Teii,'n  to   siv  nothnm   at^out 
\<Hi  m  In-  r'^i>ort,  and  h'^  arted  -qnarolv.      In-tead 
Mt  voiir  troinu  "tf  with  tlir  hn>band  ot  \oui   ■  hob  .\ 
a-  -nmnallv   mt' nderl,   von   r.'tnrnrd   t..   v  hool   at 
rh-.nd'.l  thr  hohdav-,.uid  I  went  tor  a  ^  lian-f  ot  air 
tm   th.^   .oiiiitv   Kaol   and   attcrward-   to    Dartmonr 
\Mt  a  word  h.i-  cv<t  e-^'  aped  mv  li})-  atjout  von       I 
wa^  ..Mit-n.  .d  a^  Bert   Don.^la-^,  and  B>m  t   Do.mla^ 
1  .un  to  tho^r  who  know  mr  :  to  tlio-r  who  don't 
I  tak'    anv  n.im''  that   I  faiv  \-' 

"  Whv  arr  \  on  ttMlm;^  me  this  ':-      I  dout  .  are  to 

know," 

■  I    wi~h   to  -ho.w    that    I   >  ont-idered  von   m   the 

old  .l.i\^.  and  that  I  wi^li  to  ,  on-nUr  vou  now 

■    -<M  lar  a-   I  -an  nndrr-tand,  b.-^  an-^  von  -^n- 

,  al'd  "in    inarriak:^  hve  vrars  at,''),  vn  want   n^w 

to   niakr   It    i-ubli.  .      If-    nv-!    .-xtraordmarv   and 

i.ntradi'  tor\' 

•  It  !n,',\'  -ound  -o.  bnt  it  i-n  t ,  and  voii  iv  wimu^ 
i!  von  thmk  1  dr^ire  pnbli- itv  I  don't  It  thriv 
wa.>  anv  wav  without  it.  I'il  tak--  th.it  wav,  bnt 
you  sec  -i;.;  iitig^ar    -•.-.;;.-..  ;•*:-    -.  ■    ■  
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<^iroa11v  ;ic;ita1rd,  Alu  ia,  Ikt  la-  '■  pa'.f  c\-o]\  [<>  Ii't 
lip--,  had  -pninL;  t"  ]\rr  fret  and  wa^^  >  allinL;  t<>  flic 
(liHufffiir  to  -top.  I^hikHIv  -<"izinf,'  hrr,  Dou^Ih^ 
fr)r(  ('(1  hii  h.ti  k  into  tho  s^at. 

"  I'll  -hoot  von     bv  till'  luini:  (fod,  I  will  it  vou 
dare  t<i  inadr  a  row.      Yon  don't  know  ni''.  Ah'  la 
you  flon't  know  what   I  >  an  do.  ' 

"  T  r;in  u'U'".-,  "  -hr  faltcr«>d. 

Hi.-  liaiul  had  t,'onr  to  hi-  hip  '-^hr  -,iw  thf^ 
shilling,'  ham!  ot  a  Tr\-ol\cr.  Hut  tho  -ii;'ht  of  (hr 
wraf)on  did  not  t('rnl\-  Ikt  -o  mm  h  a-  hi-  f.f  '^  tlii' 
tichtk-  dr.iwn  white  lip-,  th'^  -qn.iro  protnidinc; 
lower  )aw,  thr  dilated  no-tril-.  flir  tior.  o  tii^ni-h 
plrain   in  hi-  ovos. 

"  Vou  (an  ^u'^^'^.  'an  \'ou  "  I'm  J.vi  of  it.  I'll 
tell  \ou  wliat  kind  ot  mind  lin  in  --oi-m-  to  um 
wo'ic  ta'  '■  to  tai  r  with  what-  up  a^ain-t  both  ot  u- 
Thi-  nioinont'-  •  unw  -oonrr  th.m  I  o.xptM  ted.  but 
wr  wero  bound  to  1:0  thrfuiyh  witli  it  -oitv  time 
01  .iiiotlici.  ^it  -till,  do  vou  Ii'Mr,  null'--  \oii  want 
to  p,Wr  tho  n-'w-papir-  ,1  >cn-atioii.  '  riauod\- 
in  a  r.ixi  '      -ouiid-  woll,  doo-n't  it  r* 

.\h'  11  '  ould  not  do,  ulr  whoth'T  tiii-  wa-  brawido 
mt- ndod  t  >  tiiL;hton  hor,  tint  to  piduio  tiom  hi- 
CNpr('--ion  ho  looked  1  .ip.iblr  .it  ■  aii\  iiii;  out  hi- 
thi.at 

Tho  I  hauift-ur  had  not  hoard  her  .  all  to  him  ; 
tie  t,i\i  w.i-  L;oin:.;  at  a  tank'  r.ipid  pa'  <■.  in  .niotlirr 
inmuio  th.o  Marblo  .\r.  h  would  bo  10, e  le'd  ,ind  tho 
man  would  w.ml  a  lie-li  dwr^  tion,  1)oul;1  1- 
anii'  ipatod  tin-  b\  tollmi;  him  lo  pio.  ord  .iloiii.;  the 
H.i\-witoi  Road.  .\li<  ia  darotl  not  mtoipo-r. 
lb  I     oniji.imori  had  not  ropl.c  o(l  hi-  ro\-i>l\or 

"  1  tloii  t  know  what  m.uie-  \-ou  i\v  into  .i  tantrum 
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jii-t  iv>\v."  hv  wont  oil  ("vinc:  Iht.  "  .uid  I  don't 
,  .ir-'  It  tnav  lia\  (>  been  norvc>  or  it  lu.iv  havo  l>'''n 
th.it   thf  -i:,'ht   ot   thr  policeman  wr  [>a-M(i  at    ttio 

t  lir'\  t'lnptrfl  ^•on 

"  No."  K'-P"''^'  All'  ia.  "  I  nmrr  -aw  him." 
"  \'\r  oiil\-  \oMr  word  tor  that,  but  it  doo>n't 
m.ittcr.  r\''  -Iiown  von  that  I'm  pivp.irrd  tor  all 
ri~k-,  .tnd  vou'd  brttcM-  takf  th«^  li'^-on  to  luMrt. 
Now  I'm  '.:<']\f^  to  fmi^li  tin-  bu-in>'—  oik  e  tor 
all       1     inciitionrd    ju-t     now    vonr    fri(Mid    Da\id 

Haq^ar 

Ur  pau-cd  a-  it  to  w.it.  h  thr  ctl'v  t  ot  hi-  word-. 
^hr    will' <-d    and   -hivcrrd    -li,c;htl\  ,    but    mmaiiu^d 

-il-nt 

"  1  \''  latclv  '  nmr  into  tln^  po--p--ion  oi  -.oinc 
vrvv  nnport.int  mtormation  about  the  <»ld  'ha)), 
jt  ,  .ui' rrii-  \ou  and  it  -  oiv mi-  m<\  but  tor  the 
nionviit  It-  .1  '  !o-''  -<■' TPt  and  known  onlv  to  two 
iifh.r  p'M-on-.  tlu^  witnr:.-^-.  to  hi-  -if,'ninL;  hi-  will    ' 

"Hi,  will!"  '  rifMl  All' ia  vcluMiviitlv.  "  Hn 
li'Af'r  inadi'  'uv.  ' 

"  Von  nv-an  ii'>  will  wa-  tonnd.  That-  U'lthiiiL,'. 
II'  tu' .nit  to  mak''  on<-  th'-  law\-(r  -ai'l  <i-  iviU' h 
,it  till-  in'pi''t.  But  III-  didn  t  kivuv  what  /  know. 
Mind  \'Hi,  r\-i'  not  -fill  th(  doMini'iit.  but  tiom 
wli.it  til,'  witiic— I-  trll  me  th'Mi  ■-  n'>t  tlu'  -hadow 
,,t  iloMbt  h.'  did  inakf  it  at  tln'  iMupv-  Hotrl, 
au'l  Mil  tlir  \crv  'l.i\'  h'  -tailed  t'>  trav'^l  ^^•|tll  \-ou  io 
Souihh  uuptnii        That    will-    uot    t'>    b--    produ- '-d 

>Im1I  !  i.'ll'vou  whv  ''  " 

"  N'm.      1  want  t"  h.'Mr  notluiv..;  al>out  it  and      and 

1- M  -t  n\  all  trom  viir  lip-  " 

"  V'lull  liiar  It   trom  nom-  oth-'r.  that-  . '-rtaiu. 
i  ill-    s\  iliii---r--   ^,. 
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^M'.itu   pait  n!  thr  old  mnn  >  t<>itinic  ha^  br>pn  \fif 

t'l    V<ill." 

I  (inii't  htlie\c  It.  If  thc^e  \vitnt->--eT  knew  thi>. 
\\li\  diclnf  tli''\-  <  <u\v'  forward  at  tho  inquest  when 
so  mill  li  \va-  ■-aid  ahont  Mr  H.i^K'T-f  -"'  nmiifn'  and 
thf  will  •- 

Hoiigla-  wa-  not  pr'^pared  for  tin--  -lircwd 
r|iif^tioii.  but  ]>('  \\,i~>  -non  ready  with  a  plan-ihli^ 
an'-wor. 

Vho  witni--(">  ;u'r  ignorant  proplc  a  i  onplc 
of  --fM'x'.int-  at  thr-  liof("l  !>rr\ant^  aro  no  r'\ad''rs 
of  now-'{'),iper> 

"  How  did  \''i;^     inif  to  hr-ar  of  th»'>r  wltnr■-,^p■-  ■> 

"What  a  (lr'\.r  bani--t»''r  vou'd  niak*".  Alii  ia  ' 
N'ou'rf  (|uit«'  ^kilful  at  i  ro-^-cxainination  so 
mu'  h  th''  brttiM",  a-  x'om'U  hr  ablr  to  ^jft  what  I 
^a\  It  -  on!\'  natural  \"ou  ^hould  want  to  know 
hiiw  I  lizard  of  thc-^c  proplr  It  all  i  oiur.-,  li.it  k 
to  t)ir  '  bar-i'  t,ii  t  '  thi>  o\pre>>ion  \'ou  will  noti'  f^ 
i-  qnitr  up  to  datp  that  \-ou'rp  \vv  wife,  and 
I  on,  (^qi"'ntl\-  what  intrri'-t.-  vou  intiMOsts  me.  I 
took  ii,.H,ii  mv-'ii  the  dnt\-  of  makmc^  a  few 
enquiries  about  the  old  f^entleman  who  wa>  r-o  fond 
ot  \oM.  Ihat  w.is  onh'  natur.d  too,  wasn't  it  ?  I 
h.id  a  iiqht  to  l)c  jialou-.  but  I  wa>  wilhn.i,'  to  '^wr 
\-ou  the  beuitit  of  the  doubt.  I  haru'd  cdl  .il)o\it 
hi,  lite  at  tlli'  j-jnpre-.-  Hotel,  .tlld  //hit's  how  I  t,'ol 
in  toll' h  with  the  two  >«T\ant-  1  mentiourd  ju-t 
now.      Are  \du   .-ati->hed  ? 

Satisfied  ir  not,  I  want  t  >  hear  no  more. 
I''\(i\-  word  \-ou  .-a\-  horrifie:-  nu\  Let  me  '^ci  <iut 
it  \  ou'xe  finished." 

Alii  la's  \"oie('  liad  sunk  to  a  whisper.  Terror  and 
abiioi  iriK  t'  iiau  paiiK  uepiiseuliei  oi  hri  -.li(iif;[h. 
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n.'Ui^l.i--  stnilrj  siiinlv-  >li'-  w.i-  in  tlu-  timditi-.u 
whi  h  -uiti'd  hi-  piirp<>>o  r-.inpletelv  tprmriM-d. 
riir  roxulver  wa-  rm  Inn^^r  no' o^:^arv.  .md  h<^ 
-lip])'il  It  !),i'  k  into  hi-  hip-pi'i  kt't 

"  I'liii-li'Hn  X'lt  quite.  I'm  >  niniiit,'  t"  th^- 
iii'-t  iinpurt.mt  j^.irt  It  ho-  m  a  nutshr'U  It 
th''  will  '-  found  ami  it  turn-.  Mut  that  xmu'-.-.^ 
h.Mi'>ht1rd  bv  it.  all  vnu  have  to  do  i-,  to  tak''  tln^ 
<^<vnU  the  L;od>  provide  voii.  hand  ni<  over  d'w  -uni 
w-  mav  ai,'ref^  upon,  and  we  sav  i<ood-b\-e." 

"  It-  infamou-^  -atro.  lou-  '.  "  -he  ^a-ped  "  111 
ha'.e  nothi'iL;  to  do  with  >o  de-,pi.  a'  '      '  plot 

■■  Th'^re'-  v't  another  wa\',"  1h'  w  LMioiin^ 

h'^;   piof."-,t.      "  A-  vour  lawful  hu-band.  a' t 

\<>v    \"U    ,ind    '  lairn    th(     inon<'\'    on    \-oui  .  ilt 

riu~  |)lii!  ha-  thr  di-advantai,'e  ot  ...nipelhiiL;  vm 
t.i  own  up  to  vour  inarriai^'e.  !)ut  it  w'>  i^o  ..n 
til-   tir-t  id.M  \-ou  ived  not  open  v^ur  inouth.      \  "u 

•  ,iu     ontuiue  to  he  Ali'Ua  Montro-i\' 

■•  Oh,  it^  hornbl'*  '      Do  a-  v<'U  pl'-a-',  only  for 

•  lod  -  -.ikf^  leav<>  nie  out  of  your  -hockmi;  de-i^n- 

■  <'an't  h<^  donr.  You  must  fit;ure  in  it.  D-^  id- 
.  dl\  th.'  tir-t  plan'-  the  better  ot  the  two,"  Douglas 
..utuin.-d  in.-ditativelv.  "A-  Alirii  M-iitro-.' 
vou'll  >nl\-  nerd  to  take  po— e->ion  ot  \onr  own,  and 
w  an  'M-ilv  I  onie  to  tiuin-  afterward-  Plan 
nunib'M-  two  ha-  the  unplea-.int  drawba'  k  ot  -uu- 
j.:'--tnu'  that  \  on  wi^e  in  liM^ue  with  thf  author 
of  th'^  '  nine,  and  that  \oii  airanui'd  it  with  hini 
beforehand  Do  \-ou  -^ee  ?  Th''  mvsterv  ot  the 
phf.togiaph  '>!  the  eve^  would  iv  explained  in  that 
i  a>e,  wouldii't  It  ?  " 

Alieia.    trembling    vioh-ntlv,    -hrank    from    him. 
Kfi      im^iiand  s     ■  aiL.Hisno-.T     wa-     appaii;;;^.       i    .. 
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d.'^pit''  hnv  tcrrnr,  ^hc  rcilizcd  the  lomr  r)f  hi^  w^v 
<it  |)iit*iiiL'  thr  '  a-'v  !!'•  wa-  qiiitr  right  vvhon  ho 
--.tid  ^h''  niusf  li^iir-'  in  it.  It  he  ^p'ik('  thr-  truth 
afv'Mt  til'- will.  <h'ii  It  \va- I  ](',ir  tliat  f'),i\-ir|  HacLMi's 
fii  Hfh  \v,i  .  tM  \]cy  -,iin,  and  cvim  a-mik'  wnnld  .a\-  thu 
th''ii-  niii'li!  I)'-  -'ini''! hilt  :  in  thf  S'(  t/>/'1>;'s  tlicurv. 
r-i'id^d  a-  h'l  hj)-  h.id  h''<'n  hiihrat't,  tlic\-  wi-n' 
duuhh    ^11   iiM\v 

i  '  an  t  h-'t'Mi  Im  \-(Hi    I  .cnn'f       l'',v''r\'  word  \.it] 
sav  make-  mv  !>li)n(i  inn  >  old." 

Sh''    ^<M/xd    thi'      pi  akiiiL;    tnl)-'      Mmninni' at  ini: 
witii    f]\r    '  hautlciii     .uui    '  allf'd    t"    liini    \>>    -t^p 
D'limla-  'itt"r*^d   ii"  '>pj)M-itifin       H''   had  di-'  1"^.  d 
hi-  plan,  an.d  hi-  t<'lt  -nrr  All'  ia  wmild  br  -r,  I'-t       Ml 
wa~;  tjninc:  \vi  11 

111''  tivi  ^t'lppt-d  :  ^<>  al-ii  did  "Ui'  whr  h  had  tirrn 
tdllownu.;     It     all     thi'     \va\-     tinin     '  haMnu'     '  ri'^- 
Doii^iai   f4"t     "Ut     III -t        II''    did    iMt    att'ii  pt     to 
as-ii^t     Alicia     Im    ,dii;lit.      IVrhap-    In"     kiiiw    -he 
wcnld  ri'piil--'  hiin 

I  ~npj)<i-.r  vo'i'vi^  I  om  enough  to  pay  the  Irllow  f 
You  r<'  II  h'l  th  in  I  am,  I'll  hit  Thanks  for  a 
ploasaiit  h.dt  Iimim  (iM.id  hv"  loi  tlu'  i>r('>pnt." 
Hp  did  not  wail  I"!  a  P  jil\-  hnt  i.u-in',;  hi^  ha.t, 
strod-'  ;i\vav  ;  whili  Mi' la  ninaini'd  m  ih''  »a\! 
in  a  Uniirr  ot  agitation  and  nii'  i'rtaiiii\  what  to  do. 
Slu"  \va->  ahonf  to  i;o  to  ^hcphcid  ^  Hn-h  to  ni.iki' 
arrangfincnt--  tor  icinovniL;  to  hci  ii'-w  loi.m 
wIkmi  th<'  ('iiroiintci  with  Dongla-  toi>k  phi' i' 
Was  it  aiu'  use  tarrviti!,'  out  that  intiMitioii  nuw  '■' 
(  ..iild  -In-  I'vcr  c^.  apt'  tin  pursuit  ot  h<'r  htl-^'banci  ^ 
It  sccniid  hoprli'v,,  ^'~.p{•,  lallv  in  \  lew  o|  \]\o  dotO'.t- 
ablr  X  h(Miv'  he  i  untomplatrd  ;  but  wlu'thi-r  or  not. 

5^1,-      ._j^f  _.-„...._  .1      .  -!»__     U-..       _!.,.-  C!-.  -.  i       -. 
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cut,  .mil  .it  th-'  -amr  mnriK-nt  tlir  «m  ,  ui).tiu  -i  tlu- 
!,t'i(,nd  t.i.M  appr.Kulud  hrr,  >hr  i.u-.h1  h' r  rv.'^ 
and  -aw  1mi.   diavduii. 

"  At  la-t,"  ^he  heard  hiin  -av  li'  w.i-  lu-ldiiiL^ 
,,iit  hi-  li.uid,  and  >h>-  « -juld  u.it  Imt  t.ik.'  it  I'. a 
n  ifw  -I-  i)ii<l-  tli'\  were  -ih  lit.  <iravd.in  ImldiiiL:  Ii'T 
hand  with  .1  [.r.--mf  whb  h  -.•nnrd  t^  -.iv  "  w-- 
inu-t  U'<\  bt'  hrpar.ited  a'-;aiii 


(HAPTIvK'      X\II 


(IN'    i'A^SION  S    TIKI-; 


(,u\y\>o\  -,iu  lidu  w  .111  ,iinl  lia^CKuid  Ali.  i,i  luwkrci. 
and  \u^  li'-,iit  W.I-  iii'Ard  with  [ntw  He  li.ui  i^coj^- 
ni-5<'d  Diiiud.i-,  and  ii.id  he  tlnMi-lit  (.iil\  .,t  hun-flt, 
hi'  Would  li;i\-f  "-iMikfii  lu  ,1  pwli.  fui.iii  wliM  hai.pi'P.'d 

t"     !)'•     ll'MT,     hut     IMlIll     lllf     ni\'^f.-I\-     I'l     llir     tflli.u', 

associ.itiuii  with  \li.  1,1  w.i-  -(il\fd,  111-  h.iiid-  wiir 
tii'd  111*  I  i.iild  -^i  1-  ili.ti  lii>  uuf\jM'.  tcil  .ippcaniut  I' 
had  .  ,in-cd  hiT  riiil),i!i  .i----nii  ut ,  ,iii<l  t"  ^i\f'  hi'r  a 
'  li.in.  r  i.t  rr-.iiiiiiit;  hi'i  -'-ll  [n.  -.--iiui.  hi-  l.iwki  d 
at  the  taxiiiii'ti  |-,  -^aw  wh.it  lliiji'  \va~  tn  j-aw  and 
put   III-  haiul  111  hi-  [>')'  kit 

Nil.     iiii,"     -111-     iiiti-r}iu-.cd,      ■■  \i'\\     inu-tu'! 
PltMM-   chiii  t    taki'    that    ciiit It-iiian'--    muiiCx.  '    -,.id 
'^hf'    tn    thi'      haull'Ui.      "  1    I'liL^aiiid    \iai    .lud    I'm 
li---[)<i||-ll)lr.    ' 

lii'i   l.itf     tiHi  Litr,"   >  1  ird  (ir.i-vdiiii   --uuhi.'dv'. 
"    That  II    do." 

The  ki>t  Wiird-  wrii-  addio-^cd  t-i  th'-  '  hauf|i-iir, 

nllii    Lfl  tspt'd    till-     Mtuatlwll    ,it     miir        III-    K  adil\- 

-1'  ■  'I'tiil     <i!.i\diiii   -     hall  I  I '>\\  11.     iiiti.-i  [ii  i-ti-d      hl- 

tli  11  II  d'.  '    tn  iiiian  that   11. 1  .  liaiiL;i'  w  a  ~  ir(|uiifd, 

and  -J)!  rdi|\  df|)ait('d 

W'liN'  dul  Villi  do  that  .-aid    hi-  it  [u.i.i,  hliiliv. 

I>ut  with  a  i,dadin'-^s  ni  h»M-  e\-e-  whi'  !i  hf  hrd  ht  r 
words 

Diiiit  w.in\-  alu.ut  trit].->  \  \  •■  .,  luii.  h  I 
want  to  sav  !i)  Villi  I  I  t  >  -11  int..  ihi  jMik  W'l' 
I  .tii  •  t.iik  it'-i I- 
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H'T  -iltiii  e  was  lon-^f'nt,  and  In-  t<i'>k  lii-r  nii- 
rt'^istiiiL,'  ImikI  ;i!i<l  (lr''\v  it  1).  n.-,itli  hi-  .uii!  aliu.Kt 
with  an   air  I't   })u>--,-^-.;wii       N.\->  r   luul    Ali   i.i    idt 

til-'  Di'i'd  111  vumciiiii-  tn  talk  til,  !i  iiiit  Im  pla ai- 

tuli-ri' ••  111.  iniiif  than  at  that  niuni'Mit  I  hi-  \<w 
■-iLiht  i.t  l-.i"ii  'iraxdiiii  :a\c  litr  ^uniau'i-  III-  was 
jiij'  ti  ah  and  -hi-  •  hint,'  tu  hini  all  th'  ninii-  hn  au>f 
-lif' ht-i-t-li  \\a- ju-t  the  r<-\  ci-^i  i  m;:  :>  '.nipn!-''. 
vc-ntunt'nt,  liad  ah  aN-  i;ii\i  iiifd  jii  i 

The  ii-.  iilh'i  tinn  n!  that  tf^ii.hh-  intii\ii\v  ni  tin' 
taxi  maduallx'  |>a--i'd  awa\  nnd'i  thi'  iiiliuiii'i  <it 
t  unipai.i<)n>liiii  Ihc  -iiiriainduiL:-  h  id  a  >h.irf  in 
r«--tiinni4 -tradiiii'  in  h<M  mi  \ '  -  It  \\  a  a'.'luriiui- 
aiitnnin  snn>t*t,  and  a  -iiii->t  in  I-iidnii.  uiifii 
I  IT'  iini-lanres  art'  ta\'iini,d)li'.  ■  an  I"'  ninri  pii  !  i:i f- 
<|iii*  and  uliiwiiit;  *haii  niiub-i-i  wmt  ])r.,jj|i'  iiiiaL;iiit 
Ihc  -ninkf",  -II  ii'iMuus,  so  di  pii-^iiif^  wlnii 
I  jiafuid  with  dani|i  takr-  i^orc'eMiu-.  hn<-  --iii  h  a-  th<' 
'  leaf  aln!ii-i)iii  1 1- u:  i  In  .  i  amtrx' rciifh  -Imw-  1  he 
-iin,  a  ball  ut  tiri-  '  iw  d'lwn,  L:lint<-d  thrnnch  llu" 
tin-  iiiiw  Ik^iiil;  iii'U'  tiilia''-  in  tjn-  ca-t  \vi-rr 
j»ati  lu'-  It!  i^old  alt  mated  with  d>li.  .ttf  tint-  nl 
puh"  urt'cn  and  pnrph  .  and  al»<)\i-,  Ifil  up  tu  hv  a 
inarvi-lioiis  L;iadatii)ii  ul  ii.h.iii.  ^trdi  h'-d  a  '.a-t 
I  antip\-  .ii  dull,  luritl  ( ritn^in  Faint  l»lui  \  i 
|it'..iid,  lint  it  -■  liii'd  tai.  tai  i\\.i\  and  wa- 
-' ail  <1\-  mdic  than  a  -.iinL;e-.ti.in  ui  inluut.'  -^pa 

Alt(  I'  pa^viiiL;  tluiMmh  th"  iifan-t  L;atf,  ■  '  ■. 
t  unu'd  In  thf  rmht ,  and  pn-  ..'ii!  1\-  tuiind  thiiil-'fb.  cs 
m    that    |il'  t  uri-ipi>-      -.r.  hid'-d.    -\l\an    walk,    uliih 

parallfl  t..  thi-  P>  i\ -uat.  I   K'l.-.d        \ll  \\  i 
quit  t  and  pt'aiflul,   tin-  iikiIi-  -«».  ptihap-,  bt>  an  >« 
lit  tin*  distant  iiiuimur  ut  F  undiin'-  tratti' 
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rould  MM'  •'     lawasai  that  m-iiunt  fmlitinj^  .iLrain-^t 
tlu'  ^tvr  1  >tra:ii  «H  hi^hlv  \vroU','ht  ti'tliiif,',  .ind 

tu-  spcikt  ii^^liiiv  'in  purpdM'. 

"  Mv  lu'  kv  star  lia--  brcn  miidiUL;  \w  tu-d.iy." 
^aid  111' 

"  I'm  \ 'lA' .ulad.      In  what  \va\-  r" 

"  It  dr<'\v  me  toward-  v<tii." 

"  I  don't  ■  al!  lJi.it  lu>  kv.  I  -hall  mvrv  biint<  V'>u 
hi.  k  Mr  dravdon.  Our  fir-.t  ni' <tinK  wa->  an 
untortiinatr  nnc  and  uotlun^'  lia-  liapp^'Ui-d  -ni.  e 
to  do  V"ii  anv  L^udd       Kath.r  thr  ii'\-<'r-^i'. 

"  It  was  udod  tMKiu.Ljli  lor  inr.  .md  thou;.'h  Ini  not 
a  tatah-t,  I  hehcve  it  wa-  t<.  br  ju-t  thnik  von 
disappf-arcd.  Oh,  I'm  not  t^oinf^  to  nproa*  h  \du - 
but  tatt'  ha-  thrown  u>  t.if^cthir  a.uani 

"  S.  an  tl\'  .juitr  tint,  IS  !t  •"  Von  h.id  -omi-thni- 
to  d.i  with  Ljuidm^  hit.-'-,  hni;fr.  I  -aw  vou  ai 
(diannt,-  ("ro--,  and  I  -iippo-c  voii  -aw  im-  ,  thoiit;h  I 
didn't  ihink  -o  at  the  tunc    " 

"  Vou'ri'  (initf  rn^ht  V'-,  I  >.iw  vou.  and  I  .il-.o 
mti.cd  Vou  Wert'  with  .i  pt-r-oii  in  wh.mi  I  am 
iiit*'rt'~trd 

"  Von  intcrc-tcd  m  tint  m.m  ■-  -he  ex- 
(  hmnid  aiiilatt-dh' 

"  ^liLihtK-  ;  but  nioi.'  on  \our  .n  ■  ount  th.in  on  m\ 
own  Von  -I',  nii'd  aiixiou.  to  .i\oid  hiin  na\  .  it 
-til.,  k  nif  \  on  wi  11'  .iliaid,  thoui-h  knowing  \onr 
.  oiir.iL'c,  I  haidK  Ilk-'  to  inak.'  -ii'  h  a  ^iii^^t'-tiou 
and  toriMM'  iw  I  took  .i  taxi  and  tollowt'd  vur--. 
I  .an  I  rxplain  wh\  .  t)nt  I  h-ll  vou  wric  m  dan^t-r 
ni  -oiii'-  w.r\  .ni.l  I  wa-  aiiMou  -  to  \u  at  hind  in  .  ase 
\  on  iiii'i.I('d  lu'lp 

"  Von'i.'  VI  r\    kind,  but   th'-r.    wa^  no  lu'-f— itv 
i      I  .tin\o-i   ,vi-ii  \  on  iiadii  i   iioubit-u,  i>iu  i  UiUiiK 


'.^ 


ox    PASSIONS    TIHE 


OOfj 


V.iu  all  thf  vanir  I  -uppn-M',"  she  utiu  >>n  vli,\vl\-, 
"  1  ouL'ht  tn  explain  why  I  Ittt  rxhrulf^f.  It  \(iu 
\vt  lit  tlnif  VHVi  had  a  lost  jouuu-y." 

"  Not  altof>oth('r  lost,  A  mw  txixTieiKe  is 
always  nioiT  or  loss  a  gain." 

All' ia  looki'd  at  him  blankly,  and  (ira\(lnn 
mti  rpittt'd  the  look  to  mean  that  >lu'  wa-^  unaware 
In  u\l•^  the  man  who  had  Ixtn  as'^aulted  and  robbed 
<  In-e  to  \'ine  ("otta,L;e.  He  dei  ided  it  wa^  not  wm  th 
\\ hilt  to  enlitjhten  lier. 

"   rien  \ou  did  f,'o  to  I'xbridge  ?  "  said  she. 

"  \'r-,  and  I  (  ailed  at  your  hon>e  but  you  had  left. 
1  ^aw  the  !iou--e  a^'ent,  who  told  me  yon  had  L;oue 
tw  Hrii^'hton,  and  to  Bii^ditoii  a' i  ordin;;l\'  I  went, 
but  \ou  were  not  there      at  lea->t,  1    oiikl  not  hnd  \i»u 

I   came   bat  k   to   London   at    a  !o^>  what    to  do 
l'\er\-  day  I  wandered  about  the  >treets     iu»Mun^' 
Ilk-    the  -ireits  ot  London  when  ynu're  in  a  fix  and 
1  an  t  --ee  your  wav  out      and  bu  k,  a^  I   told  \(»u, 
rami   111  m\'  wa\'       I  --aw  \(»u  and     here  1  am  ' 

Thi\  u<  :<•  u<i\v  -itting  down  .Mu  la  was  biiidiie' 
-•hghtb,'  forward,  lier  hand>  tightK'  .  lasped.  hi  r  ,ii  ni-- 
irvtiiiL;  iiu  her  knees.  Her  tai  e,  ihuugh  still  \i-rv 
pall  had  lost  sume  of  tl.e  wurii  haggard  lonk  whu  h 
had  been  so  notucable  wh'ii  he  assisted  her  out  >it 
the  taxi  Suddenh'  sht  turmd  her  h(.Md,  and  her 
jyes,  larger  and  more  lustrous  th.iu  he  had  e\er 
seen  them,  were  fixed  on  hi-.. 

\\h\  do  \-on  take  >o  nun  h  trouble  o\er  me  .' 

"  There's    only    one    answer    to    that    question    ' 

"-he  dill  not  a-.k  what  tliat  answer  wa-  Perhap.-> 
she  guessed 

It  wa-  a  mi>take      We  .  an  ne\tr  be  more  than 
-i  I  ,iui:ii  sill  lai  11  oiiiti 
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"  Str;ui.L'.T^  ?     In  a  way  f)oshibly     but  liifiKK  all 

the  same." 

"  That's  all  thr  tm-ro  rt-a-^Dii  why  \v<-  -^h^llld  sav 
i,'<,o(i-bv.'.  1  warn  yu.  A^^s-m  iatii.n  with  nv  ha^ 
don.'  you  no  p«>od.  It  has  only  nivolved  voii  m 
s.  andal.  Von  >  oiitid-'d  to  in.-  i.nrr  wh.it  vom 
pohtiral  aml)ition-  wnv  I  t.-.l  I'vr  ^poilrd  them 
Vo.i'v.-  p.iiiap-  s.-cn,"  -\u  w.  nt  or,  i,.i  \-ou^l\  , 
"  what  ha>  b-.Mi  writt-'ii  a))>ait  voii  and     :nul  .iboiit 
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Yrs,  and  n>v  nnjad--  wa-  to  hnd  th.>  author  ..i 
thr  .land.T.  and  thrash  hnn  li.'  ■  ant  U  t..u.  h.-d 
,n  ,Miv  oth.T  w.iv.  lli-^  inMl>  havr  br.n  .aivlulK 
krpt  withni  t!ir  law  at  h-a^t,  ^o  I  ui  told,  but  I 
have  niv  double  1  t.  ,1  ^trnui;lv  t.  luptrd  to  tak.- 
j)r<Ma-»'dnip>      not  on  luv  a.  >  .-init,  but  on  \oiir. 

"  Nu.      You  inu>l  do  uotlnni;  ot  iho  kuid     1  In  i'    - 
,,ulv  onr  wav  bv  whi.  h  vou  .  an  y<\vA^i-  nic" 

"  Yes?      Well  'f  " 

"  I've  ahradv  told  Vou       W  •  niu^t  -a\  !;oud-b\<-," 
said  sh",  not  without  agitation 

"  I  ivin-M-     mil.'--  vou  .  an  ..aivni.  <■  in-'  it   i-  loi 


\  our  liaiijiuii-  - 
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\va-  -^il'iit   aiui   h<M    '  V-   (h.M.prd   iHiuath 
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\u,  vou  '  ant,"  \\v  !-\.  lain..d  ti  UMn|.hanllv. 
'■  Own  that  I'm  ii^ht 

"  It-  not  a  (|u<  >tion  ot  mv  hai)j>inr>s." 

••  What  1-  It  then  > 

,A^r;un  shr  rai>.d  h.  r  .v-;  anxutv.  h-nd.rness. 
appKlun-ion,  wn.'  written  m  them. 

"  Youi   sat('t\-  " 

"  Thi  vvur-^t  r.  ason  a  woin.in  .an  i;ive  a  man.  it  h.- 
luvr>  h<r.      II  lovmg  vol)     Ah.  la.  nu  an-  dauK-T  to 
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mvselt,  tli'-u  I  ailorc  Vdii,  and  111  take  the  risk  oi 
aiivtliiii,!4  that  ma\'  tiilhiw." 

]\i-  cm  In-.  (1  Iicf  two  hands  in  his.  She  did  not 
irpul-r  limi  bill  she  did  imt  -how  any  cniotioii. 

l.oxr  adoration  tlit'\-  ^tn'm  cnij^tv  word'-  to 
nir  I  doii't  l)'-li(\'t'  yoii  realise  wliat  yn're 
suvintj  " 

Indcrd  I  do  and  I  r<|jfat  it." 
H'-  lilt    li-i    liaiid-  iti)  -uddenh'  lojd       >hc  with- 
draw tin  in  li<'ni  hi-  and  ro-r  to  her  tcrt 

It  -  iio  U-I-,  '  -hi-  \\  ill  piKHi  trciublinvK'       "   Thr 
oiil\-   tliiiiL:    I   'an   -a\       tli>-  onl\-   thihj'    that    I    nut^t 
sa\'  1-  tari'Wrll 
"  .\.">vr  •■ 

A      wilt     mil  T,  han-f    ot    !.;lan.  «■-    and    the    next 
ininut--    hi-    ariii-    were    aronml    hri     and    hi-    lij)-, 
1H( ---d  oil   hi  r-        I  hf  hour  \\a-  piopitiou-.  lor  tin' 
-1111  had  l;oiii-  douii  and  the  -hadow-  w<tc  f.(atht'rui,i4 
X"  >'\\>-  \\A-  niMi,  but  had  it  •    »t  bc.-n  s,,  l,m   w./uld 

lia\i-    br.ll     lllli  oll-riull-    o|     the    taM  He    lOllld    m'C 

no    oni-    but    .Ml,  la       Ih'-    unrhl    at    that    uioiiient 
111  Id  t)u:  t  Ih-m"  t  Wo  -il\i- 

And  In  "'  IJTid  -hf  rralh"  r<  turned  hi-  ki--  '^ 
lb  1  h.iud  wcir  ,  iild  ,in,|  -he  wa-  tri  inblint;,  and  hn 
I  uiotioii  oiil\-  ai  I .  ritu.iii'd  hi-  ardour  Hi-  enibrart- 
tn^htiiK  d  and  -lir  niadc  im  ('lott-t  It  was  hardh' 
a  inoiiii  lit  ioi  iiiaiix  uord<  and  tor  a  brift  -jja^  c 
both  wi-rr  -lb  lit 

Now  what  about  partiiiL;  .'       hr  brt-athi-d. 
^hc  ^ii^hi'd  decjilw 

h  inak.  -  no   ditfereih c,"  at  length  she  taltered. 
W'l   inu-l  -till  sav  t;ood-bve." 

Hut       \-oil  lo\-e  nie.       Vou'vr  told  Uli-  -o  " 

I  old     \-,,li    -  \     ^ 
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"  Do  yoii  think  V(»ur  eves  don't  speak  ?    " 

Ali(  ia  >lin(ldtr>'(l  r.ravdon's  Wdid-  meant  to  W 
so  tender  were  to  lier  lull  ot  a  difltr«nt  ^mnitiianc  e. 
Some  prorrss  ot  t  Icpathv  wa-  .it  Work.  Her 
thouf^ht  {)a>sed  to  liim,  and  tin-  plioto^rajih  wlii.  h 
was  the  cause  ol  m,  mui  h  talk  <  ann-  into  hi^  mind  ! 

A  lontj  -silent  e.  TluMr  muid-  tra\illiii^  tuut-tliir 
went  over  the  t>rril)lc  detail-  ot  the  traj^^edv.  Tor 
a  moment  the  l)la<  k  >lKtdow  nt  David  Ilauuar'- 
nn-olv.d  drath  intruded  itvdi  int(>  tluir  l^v.-,  hut 
onlv  tor  a  nioun nt  That  lo\r  wa-  -troiiL;  fn,.ii[;li 
<(•  with-taiid  il^  witherinuj  uiriu- U' e  Ou'i-  m<>rf 
Kri(  kissed  her  and  in  that  ki--  thnr  wa-  less  passit)n 
than  j)itv  and  tendi-r  affo  tion 

"  Dt'are--t  Alii  la,  wh\-  don't  vou  tru-t  me  all  in 
all  ?  You'n-  -ntlerinu;  and  vulterm/:  alnuf  \'<'U 
needn't  i  ontr.idr  t  me  berauso  I  know  it  i-  -■■,  and  I 
cant  hear  to  think  ot  it.  ' 

But  she  wa--  ^ilt'iil.  >hf  nulv  !o  ,ked  up  pleati- 
inylv  a^  it  to  entreat  him  nut  ti>  i)Ut  i]ue-;tion< 
will' h  would  torture  her  to  an-wer,  il.  iiuh-t'd,  -he 
(  ould  au-wrr  them. 

All  at  oil.  e  -he  uttered  an  e\.  lamatiou  Ht-r 
eve-  wt-rc'  ri-tiUL;  on  a  newh-healid  -i  ar  ju-t  ahoN-e 
the  ear.  The  hair  had  brcu  <  ut  >  hi-r  rou  the 
wound,  and  had  not  t^ruwu  -utti.  ieiitl\-  lont,^  to 
I  o\-er  the  cicatrix. 

"  You've  been  hurt  !  "  sht  i  ried.  "  \\'h\  didn't 
you  tell  me  ?      How  did  it  happen  ?  " 

Hi>  resob-e  to  krcp  the  iiu  ideiit  at  Uxbridt^e  Iroin 
lier  bofidii  i"  vaMr.  He  was  tempted  l>v  the  tone-- 
ot  love  in  ;■  \'oiee.  It  would  be  sweet  to  luiN'e  her 
svniiKit)i\  and  pitv  It  |ovt  meant  anvthint;  at  all 
it   iiH.iiit   jierteet  .niuidence.     Pcilnnsit  he  beyan 


s  ^  . 
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-hr'  Wd'ild  i.'i\''  hnn  Ii-t-  m  return  U'li.it  ,ib"iit  hrr 
«_<>nii.iaiii'i!i  nt  the  faxi  r'  H''  li.i'l  purpu.^flv  ^aid 
n-'tliiii^'  t..  h.  r  ,il)Miit  till-  m,in  attcr  hi-  pa-^-^iiii,' 
!■  t.p  11'  t  tr.  til''  nhji'i  t,  l)Mt  n"\v  that  hi-  um-^  r^wvr 
-h'-  !'>\i'(l  hull,  th''\-  hdd  a  •  Mmiiinn  i  luniiv  to  tiijht 
ami  th'  \-  \\"ul(l  l)t  brtfer  ahlr  to  d^  -<•  it  tlu'\-  jnuK^d 
th'ii'  I'lr'  •■  . 

"  \\h\-  dop  t  \<Hi  ti'll  iiv  ?  '  ^hr  Iiiir>t  nut.  when 
hi  did  iii'i  .It  iini  '■  r-'ph'.  ^^h''  -puke  with  an  int'-n- 
^it\  .it  tt  '■iuiL;  uhi.  li  -cut  (  iia\  diiii'-  pul-<'^  L;allnpiii,:.,' 

'■  [».'iit  1^1-  alaiini'd  It'-  n<it  a  \t'r\'  ^mou- 
altan  ;  ui'ti'K  nii'  ni  th"-r  >  nm.  idrui  c-  whti  li  >''<'in 
\<i  <\"j,  l>iith  \i'U  and  iiK'  whrth'  r  ur  hke  it  ny  n-.t 
I  h''  ■  iiiii'  id' !i'  <'  111  thi-  1  a>('  i-  tliat  I  \va-  atta'  k<'d 
,u\(\  iMhtiiil  unhin  ti\'  iiimuti'-  walk  '>t  \'in''  (  nttat;!" 
th'    i\.i\'  1  wiiit  til  1 'xlirid;;''  \'>  -it'  \-mu 

)'"U  .■"     \\'a>   It    \  iiu    \\hi>    wi'ii-    kiiiii  k''d   <liiwn 

and  ahiin-^t  kill' d  !■'      Oh what  t  imn  I't  thr 

d.i\   wa-  tin-  ?  "  di<'  liroki'  <>tf  sinidiMiU'. 
Aii'Hit  Mini'  i>  I  I'M  k  in  th*'  rx'cnint;    ' 
M'li  ihil  lifM\i'n  '      And  \<\  think  1  wa-  -'•  ii'mt 
and  kiuw  n.ithin;;    " 

That  w.i-  not  -o  i\t  laoidui.irv.      No  n\\v  kii.'W 
for  o\  t  r  a  wnk  wiio  I  w.i-.      You  -or  1  wa-  in-cn-ibl'' 

^lii;ht  '  I'M'  u--ion  ol  thi-  hi.iiii  -o  the  d'l'  tor  -aid 
and  ,1-  'A'rxthiUL;  I  had  in  in\'  j^u'  k''t-  wa-,  tak'Mi 
I Ai'it  ill'     '  i.ip  ot  pap'-r  with  voiir  addrr--  upon  it 
tlnri'  wa-  no  •  lui'  to  inv  idt'iitit\'  lor  -'un*-  da\>.      I 
v\\)ri  (,  li\-  th''  tunc  I  rocovert'd,  \ou  had  k*tt  \'mc 
fotta.'^''." 

l)id     Sou     -!■''    who    -tru'  k     vou  '    '     -he     -aid 
pr-'-riitlv  111  low,  ■  'iii-itraiiifd  toin^. 

N'o,  .iiid  th''  polit  I"  liaxrii't  brrii  al)l''  t<i  find  out 
aii\iliiiig       lii'-'y    -lUspoi  t    one    man — 1    may    tell 
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Y'lii  th.it  It'--  pr(^ttv  I  crt.im  there  wd'  twi.  in  th'> 
bii-ine-.^  but  wh'i  the  i.ther  um-  *]\>\  h.nen't  the 
sliphte^t  iintifin. 

"  Oh,  it'~  hnvnhle  liMirihle  ,ui'l  \'  t  ,ih  \v,i-  I 
not  ri^ht  when  I  -.lirl  \mii  wt  re  m  daiu'er  he,  .m-f  of 
Ilie  ?  r)]|,  |)hM-r  e,,  .ni<l  ne\er  tl\'  tn  -er  ine  ,m\' 
mnre," 

"  n.ui^er  h(  I  ,in>e  (if  \-n\]  'i  Will,  i-ii  t  fh.it  the 
\erv  re.i->"n  \vh\'  I  -h'^ihl  -tii  k  tn  \-Mn  '  W  h.it  > 
the  n-i  (it  k-epnic:  wy  the  in\-tei\  ,ni\  h'li^'er  ? 
Hnn't  \Mn  kii'-w  tliat  I  w.int  tn  h'lj)  vu  ;  tli.it  I 
^h"Ml'I  iie\er  '  e,iM'  to  r.'prci'  !i  in\  -e!t  it  I  htt  vu 
t'l  b.ittli  ahuie  r*  Voii  t(  11  nie  /  ,ini  m  diimei 
what  al)i>ut  \e»  .^  Aren't  \-Mii  ui  ninrt.il  (he.i'l  "f 
-dine  per-'Mi  '■'.  I)i>  \'>n  -n|>pn-('  1  w  hM^'ittt'ii  x'enr 
al.inn  at  W'nii  lie-ter  railw.u-  -tatien  when  \"!i  w  re 
siltiiiK  in  the  train,  and  I  wa-  on  th"  plathirni  -eenii; 
\()n  ott  ?  'S'on  a-ked  nie  tlieii  n^t  to  Iimxc  \-o\i  not 
in  --o  rnanv  word^,  I  admit  l)nt  what  \on  meant  wa- 
\irtnalh'  that.  Didn't  \-ou  -a\-  '  don't  nioM-  troni 
thf  ( arriaf^'e  window  nntil  tlie  tram  -tart>.' 
\\'a>n't  that  to  pre\ent  \  on  l^einu  <ern  b\  -onieoiv' 
of  whom  \on  were  atr.iid  'i  I  obe\ed  and  \on 
tlianked  me  and  -aid  \on  uotdd  iiexcr  toi^it.  1- 
that  a  true  ai  i  onnt  of  wli.it  oi  <  nrred  or  nut  ? 

"  O'lite  tnu  f]nit(>  1  w,i-  .  onfn-ed  and  tri,L;ht- 
oiK  (1  I  had  l)et  II  taken  h\  -uii)n-e.  I  (hdn't 
know  what  to  dn.  H  I  (  mihl  h.i\  e  tore-ei  n  wh.it 
w.i-  to  piMow  1  would  nev(T  h.i\e  ,t-ked  \(>u  to  du 
wh.it  \-ou  (hd.  You  wtue  kiiuhie—  it>elt,  but  it 
w.i-  u-ele>^  -worse  than  n-elr--  It  l4■l^  e  \  on  a 
l.il>r  iniprcs<i(in.' 

"  Of  what  5     ()t  whom  ?    ' 

"  (Jt  nu'.      Vou  must  iiavr  thought     oh.  woii,  it  a 
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nvrr.      What  -  d^w  i-  done.  iUid  it  all  >  "in.-  r. 

to  thr   ^.mir  thm- "     ^Iv-  -i-lird  woanlv.     "  Y<ni 

and  I  nin-t  ~av  ^M(.d-1)\-. 

■'  Nnt  nntil  \\i'\r  tlir.i-hid  thi>  ni.ittfr  mit. 
Ini -Mi'it^  th.  h.'-t  tliint,' t.-  '  You  r.MV't  iui^rv 
uitli  in-   t'T  l)-niL:  ^n  (.hstmati  .  dVr  vu  ' 

"  (  )),     ||.,     (inl\-  di-trc-^cd  and    .viiicd. 

"  (  )t  -  .i!ii^'  \  "H  an  ,  l.ut  let  ni.  t(  a  vn  a  littlr 
,„,,,r  1  hell-  \r  I  -^.iw  tlic  man  t)V  wli'itn  \>m  didn't 
u.iiit  tM  br  ~rrn  l{r  u'.i-  -taiidinK  ^\i^li  'I  '""I- 
p.niiun  iH.n-  th-'  b-M-k^tall.  I  tlmntjht  .it  the  tinio 
It  \va->  -<'  I'Mt  iiMU  I  in  I  (  rt.tm  W'a-^  it  nnt  tin-, 
^.iin.  mail  \\\\"  t.^llnw-d  \<m  mt.'  tli'  taxi  at  (  h.iini^ 
("I'l--      uli'i  r<'di'   with   \iin  f 

Ah- la  l)u\v'd  h- 1  licad  >hr  >  nnld  m«l  trn-t 
lief-!-!!  t (1  ^pcak, 

"  \n\\  t:u  in  tcri'if  d  him       I>n't  it  so  r 
■  WVll,  and  what  dors  it   matter  to  aiivon*^  but 
m\-^''lt  '>  " 

(.ravdon  -eizrd  her  hand-  and  held  them  tif^ditlv. 
mi  .mwhile  ^azin^  into  her  cvt'--. 

"  You're  not  tair  to  mr.  Ahrui.  Yovi  talk  a^  \i 
voii  flnnt  believe  me  whfii  I  -^av  1  love  you.  N"t 
mattei  to  nu  that  von  \  e  an  enemv  <d  whom  vou  t,'o 
Ml  (hv.id  ;^  H'>w  (.m  \<.u  think  that':'  I  don't 
want  to  know  \-oni  -t^i  rt-t-  exeeptinij;  --o  tar  <i-  anv 
knowlrd-'  ot  them  m.iv  I"'  n''«  <v-^sirv  m  order  to 
protiM  t  \ou.  I'm  KoiiiK  to  tell  von  what'-  in  mv 
tniii!!  in  leqard  to  tin-  man  I'm  >  on\  ut  ed  he's 
what  th''  Anierii  ans  rail  a  '  >  ro.ik.'  If-  not  ,i  n\>  c. 
tiimu  to  ^av  of  anvbodv  whom  vou  know,  Alu  la,  but 
thr  truth  must  be  fat  ed  -ometime-,  mustn't  it  ^ 

.\h>  la   made   no   an>wer.     She   did   not    seek    to 

,^    .j!_     1^. !...—      l-.".r;r?.-         Kiit       v-t:i;tH      ;«!l!f*tlv         lifM*      ('VPS 
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(xr.ivflMii  I  oiitinucd ; 

"  I  don  t  wi--h  to  br  unin^t,  hut  whit  .iin  I  to 
tliiiik  wh'ii  \'\c  dis<  iivcrod  tli.it  th<'  IcIIdw  \v  w,i^ 
with  ,it  Will'  hi'.-^ter  i->  .i  n'leascd  -  .>nvi(  t  and  .i 
prnto^sional  ro;:^Uf".  a  tliii't  and  a  toriji^r  — -n  the 
pub' '■  t''ll  mi'.  And  tlicy  told  inc  somfthiiii^'  c]-^*- 
TIk'V  >.'iv  that  thi^  cxm  onvi<t  rami;  down  to  Ux- 
brid^<'  in  thr  ^aini;  train  a>  I  did,  and  that  In-  was 
sriMi  hanirmf;  about  afterwards  a>  thoui^'ii  waitini; 
tor  a  trii'iid  to  .  oinc  bv  a  later  tram.  It'-,  not  known 
wh'th'r  tlic  two  eventuallv  met,  but  tic  poh.  <> 
th''>rv  i-^  th.it  thev  did.  and  that  tlitur^  fvrrv 
prob.ibilitv  thev  were  the  -lonndrol^  who  ,itta'  kiNi 
m<'.  The  poliie  are  now  sean  hin;;  tor  tho  '  on\  r  t 
and  thr\'  are  <  ontident  that  when  tln'V  lav  thou 
hand-  on  him.  it  won't  be  l-.nj.,'  before  thev  arr(>t 
tho  other.     What  have  vou  to  sav  to  th.it  ? 

"  Xothing,  '  shr  murmured  taintly. 

"  I'm  .lorrv  tor  it,  beeause  if  vou  wer<'  tri'<>  to 
>p>'ik  It  mif.,dit  help  us.  Do  vou  know  what  I 
^-li'Mild  havi>  done  wh'Mi  I  s,i\v  that  fla--liily-dres.>ed 
m.in  a'-'  o>t  \  >u  at  Charing'  ("ro>-  but  l<,r  \-ou  ? 
Whon  he  ;.,'ot  out  of  the  taxi  I  should  h.i\o  followed 
him  until  I  met  a  [)olieeman  ;  then  f^iven  him  into 
eu^todv  .iiul  t.ikon  the  risk  "t  h.ivim,'  m.idi^  a 
mist.ikc." 

She  went  vtuv  white  and  her  breath  .  am<-  qui'  k 
,ind  -~hort. 

"  Into  (  ustody  ?  And  on  what  ( harj^o  ?  "  she 
stammered  out. 

"  Of  bein}^  eoneerned  in  tho  murderou>  itta'  k 
npon  me,  of  eoursc.  ' 

Air  la   drew   a   deep   >igh   a-   tiiough   uraydoii  a 
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t,'|.',4t     (ll-.,ip|)"intnV'llt  \{<      trlt     llr    ll.ul    .1     'lL;llt     t'l 

h'l  I  Miitidrii'  t  ,  ,uiiJ  -li'   li.ui  ui\i!i  him  ii'MI" 

"  I  -iip|)'i,.'  it  I  w'l'w  til  ,i'k  piim*  l>l.uik  wli.it  \'>u 

,11''  I"  till-  UMIl  V'Mld  irlll-^c  t."  trll  Ml''   ■^ 

'    V"M  itiu>l  '("'  .i-k,  '  -li<'  '  iii'<l  With  '•in['!i,i>i-. 
'  Airii  t  \'iii  -hicldiiiL,'  hmi  ■' 

"  1  I  ,111  t  ,ui-W('r  VHMi"  qiir^t lull,.  \'uii  inn.t 
think  wh.it  vii'i  pl>M-,('  " 

Ah'  1.1  p.iu-''(i  .ui<l  \V''nt  1)11  ,i'_;it,ttiMli\' 

"    Thrr  •■>  dU'    thiir,;.  p"ih.ip-.  I  mrjit  t.i  trll  \mi!. 

I     -h'"ll'ln    t    ilk"    V'Ml    tn    iir    MIl'l''!     .IIIV     111! -.Ippl'll'Ml- 

>ii.ii  .1^  t't  th''  iii'itiNi'  (i|  niv  .ilt'ii  r  ,iii<l  III  inv  with- 
in;,' tn  Ipvi-  ipiiitl\-  1)\  \u\  I'll  iitiknnwii  III  .iiU'iif. 
It  \v,i -  I'll"  \ mir  --.iki",  ]ir\  .  I  (lii.ul'il  In  thmk 
what  pri' •'  yi>i(  niiL^ht  li.ivf  tn  j).i\'  tni  mir  tiii  U'l- 
^liip  " 

"  I  -Mjip'i-''  that  thiMiLiht  I  ami'  mt-i  \Miir  miiiil 
att'T  V'lii  -iw  fh'"  p'T-'iii  — >h.ill  I  I  all  lum?  -at 
Will'  hr^tiT  ? 

"  And    UM-    I    ii'it    ri.^ht  '^      Ymi    w-ri'    attai  kc<\ 
atti  rwanl-,  ami  it   \va>  thrnii^h  iii'- 
rtiriimjh  \iiu  ? 

'  Yi-  I  fl'p.irti'd  Iffim  m\'  d-ti  rmmat  imi  ii-\<r 
to  bCf  \iiu  ii'^aiii  I  wa-  wi'ik  -I  wa-  huiiK'  mv 
depros>iiin  nt  -pirit>  prr\inttil  mi'  '  arrviii:;  "nt  mv 
iiitriiti.in  •>!  writmi;  ,i  iiosi'l,  and  whi'ii  Mr.  P''ii\  -i 
li'ltiT  I  ami'  tcUiiiL,'  mi-  nt  vnur  rc(p,ii'>t  tnr  mv 
addrc--- .  1  \ii'ldi'd  to  thi-  tnnptatiun  nt  -^ffim,'  vmi 
and  talking  with  \'i>u  uni  <■  inon'.  I'nr,  Kvu  ch-dv, 
I  ;/!(/  want  \-  =  »ti  hfa\-('ii  tiii;,'i\f  lU''  I  It  wa--  .i 
tcrrihlf  mi-takt'  Ymi  iiitfi'ivd  tnr  it  and  >•)  did  I. 
It  ^h.ill  ni'\' r  happi'ii  aLjatii.  NDthiiit,'  vi»u  'an  -.ay 
V\iii  allci  in\   icsuKc  lu  bid  }i>u  laicvVcll. 
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Alicia  talked  '  almly  (.1  partin<,^  yet  he  .nuld  feci 
her  quivering  within  hib  embrare,  for  he  had  (nv  e 
more  thrown  his  arms  round  her. 

"  In  spite  of  what  von  sav,"  h"  whimpered 
hoar^.■lv.  "  vou  re  •  luiKing  to  ine  all  the  same. 
Why  do  von  torture  yourself  unne.  essarilv  ?  I 
quote  your  own  word>  a^ain^t  vo\i  ;  '  1  shall  never 
f..rL;ei  ■  was  what  you  said.  1  shall  not  for,i,'et 
fither,  and,  it  reftising  t(<  ,i,'ive  vou  up  means 
tij^htuiK  tor  you.  then  111  ti^^'ht." 

lie  -r.itrd  the  last  words  b(^tween  hi-  te.'th. 
'ill. re  was  no  inistakiiii;  hi-  determination, 
"  Xn  -IK,  no  '  she  I  ned  \eheinent!v. 
With  a  violent  effort  j-he  tore  hrr-r!f  from  his 
niibiai  »■  and  stood  apart  from  him  panting  and  her 
rye>  di>tendrd  wildly.  Gravdou  approadied  her 
and  slie  af^itatedlv  waved  him  ba^  k. 

"  Don't  <  (Miie  near  me.'"  she  rned  distrartedlv. 
"  In  heavens  name  whv  ?    " 

"  Beeause  I've  been  wicked-  beeanse  I've  de- 
ceived you  becuisc  I  ought  to  have  told  you  the 
truth  straif^ht  on;  half-an-hour  ago." 

"  And  why  not  now  ?  No,  n<i  I  don't  mean  that." 
Her  »  xpie-sion  had  i  hantred  and  she  >hrank  still 
tmther  trMui  him,  "Don't  take  any  noti<  e  of 
what  1  -aid  I'l.  as,'  d..  ii't  tell  me  anvlhinR  yon  d 
tath-i  I  (lidn  t  know  What  doe>  the  truth  .  on- 
,(Miiiim  vou  m.itter  to  me  ^  1  only  know  I  love 
ynu  I  .  an  say  no  more  Wont  yon  undiTstand," 
he  (ontinned  implormf.;ly,  "  that  1  don  t  lav  down 
any  <  ondition  ■  ?  " 

'•  1  understand  perfeetly.  '  she  returned  m  a  low 
voiM\  "  but  we're  .  ome  to  the  parting  ot  the  ways, 
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sn  whv  -ly  'iiiv  '"'""f^  ?      Vou  will  bo  kind  went 
ycin,  and  -and  leavo  nv\" 

"  Bf  kind?  Mv  dnd,  do  v"U  ima^mr  I  >  "uld  h<> 
anvthinq  else  to  vou  ^  I  don't  hclKnr  you  know 
wiiat  a  manV  lovo  i>  or  \ou  wouldn't  talk  -^o  coldiv 
— ^o  (  ruolK" 

Thorc  wa^  xmvthinL;  in  lii->  di->tro-^>  whiih 
toiirliod  her.     She  drew  nearer  to  liini  a  pa<  e  or  two 

"  Ive  -aid  nothing,  Kri(  ,  whi'  li  terril>!e  nc  esMtv 
doesn't  lompel  me  to  >av.  I  pitv  vou  from  th<- 
bottom  ot  mv  heart  and  vmi  would  p^tv  me  to.,  if 
\-ou  did  but   know 

The  whittle  (»f  the  park  keeper  wa-  heard  in  tip- 
di-tan.  .  riuir  inonient>  of  love-makm;.'  wer'' 
rapidly  dwindling.  The  p.itho^  of  h.r  vol  e  wa- 
uot  to  be  re>isted.  Hp  sra-ped  h<r  outstretched 
hands  and  he  drew  lier  towards  him  Her  head 
was  on  his  shoulder  and  her  eyelashes  toiu  lied  his 

(  hetk 

"  Aheia.  tell  me     do  vou  love  me  ?    "  he  whispered. 

"  1  love  vou,  Krii  ,  I  love  vou." 

TIk-  words  were  but  a  breath,  b>it  fie  would  not 
lia\(  them  utt.red  louder.  Ihev  both  trembled. 
Hie  .motion  ot  the  woman  had  <  oinmunn  ated  itself 
to  thr  man  It  wa--  sweet  to  hear  her  sa\  -he  h-ved 
hiui.  vet  the  words  were  da-lied  with  f^loom.  I  hat 
note  alino-t  of  despair  in  lu  r  vok  .  hlled  him  with 
.ipprehen-ioii 

riif  park  krr|)rr  w.is  •  oinmg  nearer  His  di- 
.  ..rdant  whi-tlr  j.ured  upon  tluir  ii.-rves.  Mavbe 
till'  h  rhnq  that  -he  mi^ht  never  -ee  Ivrie  HL-ain,  and 
ih.  Mins.  lousn.s-  that  at  that  m<unenl  thev  were 
heart  to  h<-art  earri.>d  her  away  Her  head  swiuu 
-she  gripped  his  h '.nd  convulsively. 
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"  l->i<  ,"  sliP  murmured  rapidlv,  "  I  want  to  toll 
V'lu  Muncthiiif^.  " 

H<'  c  ould  tori  h(T  heart  boatin^^  wildlv  and  lii>  was 
uallnpiui;  n<it  le-s  turiou^ly. 

"  That  mail  \<iu  >a\v  im-  with  thi>  e\Tiiinc;.'  ^lle 
whi>pered,  '    i-  mv  hu-band  ! 

He  (ould  i.iy  ii'tthr.i^'.  Hi3  --^ra-p  nf  her  iii?en- 
siblv  relaxed. 

"  Duiit  -^eoni  nil'  -dnii't  think  hardlv  <>i  me,  "  ~.\\c 
went  on  tremblin;;lv.  "  I  fflt  I  <niildn't  :;n  on  anv 
li>ni;ei  uiuler  l.il-e  pr.tenie-..  It  I  hadn't  tnUl  V'lu 
I  -heiild  ha\e  been  a<  tiUL,'  a  lie.      I'm  ;4lad  it'^  Dvrr." 

"  Viiu've  iiDthuiL;  t<i  rej)i(),i(  h  V(>ur~-elt  with,  " 
ji-'  I'tuined,  rmdiii;^  vnvr  at  la>t,  "  It  \on  h.ite 
this  husband  <»t  \-ciurs  it  Ik'-  a  ^i  nuudrei  it  ynu're 
atraid  <-!  him,  why  >linuld  tlie  ta<  t  that  v<>u'n> 
tied  to  .1  ni.iu  >imj)!v  !)V  l.iw.  make  anv  dilferciiee 
t(»   -til  our  Irieud-hip  ? 

"  It  make-,  all  tlie  ditfereii'  e.  Duu't  let  u;^  dc- 
.  ei\'e  (lur'^elve-,  ICrie.  It's  Useless  to  talk  of 
trieii(i<hii)  when  we  mean  love." 

"  I  suppose  \iiu're  ri^'ht,'  he  exelanued  de^per- 
a'ei\'  "  There  seems  to  be  n-ithin;.;  lett  but  -I 
(  ant  -.IV  the  wietehed  w  nds.  " 

"  ("lo-im;  time,"  ■.nddeiily  said  a  K'rntf  voire  (piiti- 
near  them. 

SileiitK  thev  walked  out  o|  the  shelttred  walk 
into  tjir  ..pen  park  and  thron.;;h  the  ^ate  into  the 
Bav-water  Koad 

'  Whieh  wav  are  \ou  ^omi;  ?  shall  I  >  .il'  '<>n  a 
taxi  ' 

llieir  was  nothuif,;  m  the  words,  nothmc:  m  the 
ciuestioii  but  to  ,\lieia  it  sij^nitud  that  .ill  was  over. 
It  was  what  >hc  had  asked  lor.  but  it  was  a  poik'nant 


*^. 


ON   PASSION'S   TIDE 


237 


thrust  for  all  that.  She  bent  her  head  ^liphtly. 
Now  that  tlie  moment  had  come  hrttcr  tret  it  dour 
with  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  taxi  was  passing  and  he  hailed  it  lie  a-^i^ted 
htr  into  the  vehieU-  and  >tood  with  hat  uplittfd 
waiting  her  instructions. 

"  Where  shall  I  tell  him  to  drive  to  ?  "  he  asked 

"  Charing  Cross,  please  " 

dravdon  bowed  and  spoke  to  the  i  hautteur. 
Then  he  -^tood  barehead<d  untd  the  ta.xi  moved  ; 
when  it  wa-^  ..ut  .it  sight  he  telt  that  part  n\  lii-,  lite 
had  gone  with  it. 
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Douglas  had  ronit*  to  loi.k  npnii  evervbodv — 
Ali(  i:i,  ICrir,  jiin  Rti<>k--oii,  jfunv  Bas>ctt,  ;is 
sim{>lv  puppet-^  whoin  he  > ould  make  danro  tu  the 
tiint-  li'-  was  pUiviiH';.  He  had  bttii  tavound  witli 
wondt-rful  hick.  From  the  verv  b.-uinninL;  it  had 
hi't'U  a  MK  (  es^ion  ttt  s  han.  •>>  and  ot  f\-er\-  .  h.uve 
lie  had  taken  advantat,v.  Always  toll-  •  vnur  hh  k 
was  one  of  his  favouritf  inaxini^. 

It  was  part  of  his  ,t,M>od  hnk,  he  ron-idered.  that 
li.'  dioiild  have  run  a(  ross  his  wife  towards  the 
end  ol  what  had  i)rovt^d  until  that  mietinu  a  some- 
what disappointing,'  dav.  That  int.  rvit-w  in  the  taxi 
had  settled  a  most  important  q;usti..n  Hi'  had  now 
no  hmger  anv  do.ibt  that  he  eould  proi  tMxl  with 
safety  to  the  next  move  m  his  darint(  s.  lit-me. 
Alieia.  he  do  ided.  Would  not  oUer  anv  opposition. 
So  lon^' as  he  let  her  alone  -lie  would  ai,MCe  to  an\- 

thing. 

"  U  she  knew  the  will  was  boiMis  it  mi^;ht  be 
different  but  she  doesn't  Who  else  is  there  to 
oppose  me  >  \ot  a  sold  Old  Haggar  hadn't 
a  relative.  It  wouldn't  be  half  a  bad  idea  to  emplov 
Perry  and  Latimer  to  do  the  legal  business  It 
they  get  a  good  pieking  out  of  the  t-statc  tliev 
won't  trouble  to  raise  any  doubts  as  to  the  grmiine- 
ness   of   the   thmg       Besides   the   legatee   is    Alu  la 

and    iili"\    ir    iloT    iiK«-iV   le.   Sil-ipr.  l    r,(  r  ;-,   -.    ;;>  ■.  .;i:--^ 
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of  her  that   I  havt-  tlu-  pull.      Lverything's  g<aiiy 

splendidly." 

But  DdUf^las  was  not  blind  tn  thf  unt-  weak  link 
in  the  (  hain  Jim  kook^Mi.  jt-nuv  hf  was  pcr- 
iccth  Miw  abiiiit.  liven  it  she  knew  all  the  dft.ul^ 
(it  his  plot  >he  would  he  >tauni  h.  Hut  jun  well 
Jim  w.i>  a  \er\'  ditterent  mdividual  J  mi  i  ould 
upset  his  .raililv  pi<-[)aieil  [.lan>  at  .mv  moment. 
It  w.i^  to  kee()  Jim  in  ^ood  hum<iui  that  he  did  not 
^'..  down  to  Ba-in,t(stoke  <it  on<  <■  to  |)it;m  !ii-<  o|)er- 
allon-^.  ]iui  wanted  i  on-^tjiit  --uiiplies  oj  nioue\-. 
He  also  re(]uut'd  an  uidunitcd  >to,  k  ot  wlii-k\-. 
Cil^'afs  luul  latterlv  he.  ome  on.-  ot  In-.  neer-,,iticN. 
Pipes  and  >ha,L;  tohae.  o  wiie  no  lon,i,'ei  ^ood  enoui.;Ii. 
His  deniand>  tor  hi\un<'>  had  hf  onie  more  tr.'ipunt 
than  ever  sinee  he  had  sren  l)onula>  -^luui;,  well 
j<room(  d,  well  dre>-,ed  and  apparently  Hush  ot  eoin. 
Mr  K(.okson  argued  that  a-  he  had  don--  all  the 
Work  he  out,'ht  to  be^in  t(»  re.civr  ,i  l)enetit  at  the 
earliest  ctpport  unit  v.  Doiif^da^  app-and  to  he 
"  duiiiij  himselt  wrll,"  whv  shouldn't  he  ''  Douida-, 
thouf.;ht  It  poll!  \  not  to  opi)o-.-  thi-- ar^^nment  and 
the  re>ult  wa--  a  more  liberal  allowaie  >  win.  1:  wa  a 
lu'ther  drain  upon  his  re-^oiu.  e>. 

It  was  very  i  lear  he  mu^t  make  thinK-^  'a^N'  with 
Iini  b.tore  leaving  London,  but  lor  th»-  moment 
thh,  was  rather  dilti<  ult  to  do  I  h.  nadie- 1  mean- 
ot  putting  himsell  in  Iniid^  wa-  nv  poeket  piekin^ 
He  haled  the  "  t^ratt  ;  '  it  wa^  low  and  ri>kv  but 
ther<-  was  no  alternative  and  the  ne\l  dav  tault- 
les>lv,  11  a  little  Hadniv,  attired  h.-  ittendid  a 
tasliionable  weddinp  and  reaped  a  fair  harvest  m 
th.'  eloselv  parked  chun  h  He  Rot  awav  >alelv 
l"-t  ause  he  did  not  attempt  too  iiri'  h 
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He  posted  oii  U>  his  K.dgings  and  after  changing 
hi<  dress  and  posting  a  reniittanrr  to  Rookson,  he 
set  out  to  make  sure  of  AH(  ia  hv  putting  Jenny  once 
mor(  on  the  wat(  h,  and  he  made  his  wav  to  a  mean 
street  ni  Camden  Town  whirc  f..r  the  time  being 
J.  nny  was  "  hvmg  with  mother,"  A  slatternly 
woman  with  dirtv  fa.  e  and  low  forehead,  be.  tling 
brow*  and  a  coarse  month  received  him  cringinglv. 

"  Yes,  sir.     I'll  eall  lier,  sir.     She's  just  (ome  in. 

jtMinv  !  " 

There  was  a  faint  response  from  some  unknown 
quarter  of  the  house  and  Mrs.  Bassett,  a  good  deal 
ol  who-e  wickedness  (the  good  ladv  had  once  done 
time  for  pilfering)  her  daughter  had  inherited, 
shuffled  awav.  Jennv  vvas  quite  five  minutes 
before  she  made  her  appearance.  She  was  not  going 
to  show  herself  to  Douglas  in  her  "  diz7.v-biU," 
and  she  had  done  a  quic  k  change  in  the  way  of  her 
dress  and  her  hair. 

"  J.Minv.  sweetheart,"  said  Douglas  pinching  her 
cheek,  '  a  little  more  of  the  old  business  for  you 
to-night.  Yon'U  have  to  keep  on  '  loxing  '  Miss 
Montrose.  She  mav  go  to  the  Sh.-pherd's  Bush 
pla.v  von  told  me  of  but  its  on  the  .  ards  that 
she'll  '  hange  her  mind.  Anvhow  yciu'll  have  to 
find  nut  what  her  movements  are." 

"  All  right." 

"  I  think  you'd  better  start  on  the  job  at  once." 

"  It  vou  don't  mind  waiting  I'll  l)e  with  vou  in  a 
tic  k.      Id  like  a  drink      Hav.n't  had  ime  to-day. " 

Douglas  iiodd.  d,  tiild  .lenuv  to  look  sharp,  and 
wlnled  the  time  with  a  .  igarette.  At  the  public 
house  when-  he  lu-t  uulv  treated  her  but  bought  a 
b.,ttle  ol   s-'in   fcii       nioUK-i."   he  handed  jmnv  a 
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^lip  ..f  paper  ..n  whi(  h  he  had  \vritt.Mi  the  name  ..f 
a  Basingstoke  Hotel. 

"  See  lure,  Jenny.  I've  written  duwn  anuddre^^ 
where  you  mu^t  wire  nie  if  necessary.  Ml  leave 
it  to  vou  t..  deride.      I  rxpeet  to  be  awav  a  week  " 

"  Are  vou  goinfi  oft  there  to-night  ?  " 

"  Yes,  in  about  half  an  h(»ur'>  tnne.  ^  If  you  hk«' 
Vol!  ran  ride  with  me  to  Charing  Cross." 

"  What  are  vou  going  to  do  in  the  .  onnMy  ?  " 
said  >he  when  they  were  m  the  taxi. 

Her  little  twinklmi;  eves  went  over  his  N..rlolk 
ja-ket,  his  knickers  and  gaiters,  his  golhng  cap, 
and    at    last   rested   on   the  hand  camera   he   was 

(arrvinp.  , 

"  My  dear  little  magpie,  if   you  don  t   a^k  anv 
([ut-tions   vou    won't    hear   any    lies.      I'm    going 
down    t<.   Hampshire   t..   take   a   tew   photographs. 
Ptrhaps  111  show  them  to  vou  wh.n  I  come  back. 
"  I  tell  you  what  1  wish  yon  would  do,  chappie." 
"  And  what's  that  ?  " 
"  Take  mv  photo.  " 

Douglas's'  face  'suddenly  went  grave  Jiiinv 
instantly  saw  the  .  hange  and  hastened  t..  apologi:,e 
fur  th.'  hberty  she  thought  she  had  tak<  n. 

"  It's   all    right    httle   (me.     I    was    thinking    o 
something  else"     Yes,  I'll  take  you  some  day.  ' 

jeimv  said  nothing.  She  knew  very  wdl  Douglas 
was  telling  her  a  lalsehood  as  to  his  real  object  m 
guing  into  tlu-  (ountry.  Of  <  ouim'  photographs 
utt.n  hgund  m  .ases  where  irivate  enquiry  agents 
w-ir  rngaged  and  it  was  not  extraordinary  that 
Duuulas  should  liave  a  camera.  She  was  perfe.  tly 
.rrtam  it  was  not  the  pi.  turesque  b(  enery  of 
Hamu^hnv  whi.  U  he  was  de^n-.u-  -t  phwtugraphing. 
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Thev  parted  affectionately  at  Charing  Cross  and 
Douglas  iourneved  to  Basingstok.-.  He  put  up  at  a 
quiet  hotel  and  made  himself  at  home.  The  air 
of  a  man  of  leisure  and  means  sat  well  upon  him. 
He  enquired  about  the  show  places  in  and  around 
Basincstoke,  went  out  every  day  with  his  camera 
and  talked  a  t^ood  deal  about   the  l)eauty  of  the 

country 

On  the  fourth  day  he  told  the  landlord,  with 
whom,  he  had  become  quite  fnendlv,  that  he  had 
been  for  a  long  walk  by  the  side  of  the  Basingstoke 
Canal,  and  that  he  had  picked  up  something. 

"  Here  it  is  -a  big  pocket  book.  I  was  in  hopes 
it  was  stuffed  with  bank  notes  but  no  su.  Ii  luck. 
Still  in  a  way  it's  a  find  and  may  benefit  somebody. 
Of  course,  I  opened  it.  You  don't  blame  me, 
Smithers,  do  you  ?  " 

"  Not  likely.  It's  just  what  I'd  do  myself. 
What  are  those  papers  ?  "  said  the  landlord. 

"  You'd  never  guess.  One's  a  man's  will,  and 
the  other's  a  very  extraordinary  letter  addressed  to 
some  woman.  The  ink's  run  a  bit  with  the  damp, 
but  you  can  read  every  word  right  enough.  I  -ap- 
pose the  pocketbook  belonged  to  the  man  wlio  made 
the  will.     There's  his  monogram  on  the  (nit-ide  ot 

the  book." 

"  Aye  the  silver  be  bright  enough.     In  spite  o 
the  papers  being  damp  the  book  <  (aildnt  ha'  been 
very  long  where  you  found  it." 

Douglas  bit  his  lips.  The  landlord's  ^harpn.ss 
had  ccmvicted  him  of  an  oversight.  He  had  care- 
fully moistened  the  d(K  uments  and  for  tw..  reasons 
— t.ne  to  mdi.ate  that  th.>v  had  been  lying  among 
the  weeds  lor  some  weeks,  and  liu-  -mIut 
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"  If  this 


tlic  binning  of  the  letter^  should  make  Rookson's 
ft)rf:;;t'rios  still  more  difhi  ult  to  dett'ct  But  \\r 
had  quitt'  forgotten  to  dull  the  monogram. 

"  B(Avled  out  first  going  off,"  he  thought  with 
vexation.  "  Luckilv  I  haven't  parted  with  the 
book  and  bttore  it  gets  into  thf  hands  ot  the  polii  <- 
It  bhall  look  like  the  real  thing." 

Meanwhile  the  landlord  was  >pfliing  his  wav 
through  the  letter  and  when  he  came  to  the  (>nd  his 
face  was  serious  enough.  He  said  nothing  but 
took  up  the  will  and  read  that. 

"  Well  I'm  jiggered!   '  he  burst  out. 
brant  the  mo-t   'strornary  thing  I  ever  heard  of. 
It   beats  (  ock  hghting." 

"  What  do  vou  mean  ? 

"  S.-e  that  name  ?  David  Haggar  ?  "  went  t>n 
thf  landlord  pointing  to  the  signature  on  the  will. 

"  Ol  c(.ur>e  I  see  it.     What  about  it  ?  " 

"  Why  that  was  the  name  ol  the  poor  old  g<-nt 
as  was  murdered  in  a  railway  carriage,  between 
Win.  he-^ter  and  Basingstoke  some  three  months  ag(». 
The  gal  who's  mentioned  in  the  will  was  travelling 
in  the  same  train,  but  not  in  the  same  carriage. 
That  was  a  funny  thing  wasn't  it  ?  They'd  had  a 
low  It  sc.ms.      This  letter  says  s(   aething  about  it    " 

"  Murdered  !  What  an  awful  biismess.  Who 
murdered  him  ? 

"  Ah,  that's  what  a  good  many  ot  us  'ud  like 
to  know.  Me  was  a  .lever  dodger  anyhow.  (\nl 
(liar  utt,  an'  the  police  ni'\er  cmild  hnd  a  (hie 
e.\i  ept  a  tr.ixelhnu'  '  ap  and  an  ulster,  as  were  dis- 
.  overed  near  where  \ou've  been  to-dav  -tlu; 
Ba-iugstoke   ("anil.     S..me    -aid   the   cup   and   the 
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and  that  it  was  him  as  murder    *  the  old  i,'«'nt,  and 
some  said  it  wasn't,  but  vou  a  ftndim^  this  porket 
book  where  vou  did  f,'oes  to  show  as  it  was  liim." 
"  All  this  is  news  to  me.    I  must  have  been  abroad 

at  the  time." 

"  What  are  vou  f^ouv^  to  (h<  about   th>'  bo<»k  . 

a-ked  the  landlord 

"  Take  it  to  thi-  police  of  course." 
■'  Ave.  that's  right.     Thev'll  be  f^lad  enoudi  to 
liave  it.     Mav  lead  to  the  rapture  of  the  murderer." 
"  Ah,  shouldn't  wonder." 

In  about  an  hour's  time  Dout<la-  railed  at  the 
police  station,  explained  his  errand  and  was  s(.on 
rlo?etted  with  the  iuspe(  tor. 

"  You  did  quite  ricjht  to  brine;  this  book  and  its 
rontent>  U,  us.  It  mav  turn  out  to  be  a  mo-.t 
important  d'scoverv.     What's  V'>nr  name  ^ 

"  It's  not  of  mueh  importance  but  ot  (  (nir>e  vou 
can  have  it  John  Wallingham.  I'm  -tavin.u  at 
the  'Crown'  until  to-morrow  morninu,  >«-  it  vou 
want  to  see  me  ^'m  to  be  f<iund  there.  But  I've 
told  vou  all  I  know  and  i  don't  see  I  .an  do  anv 
more." 

"  As  far  as  I  'an  tell,  vour  find  will  be  ui  more 
value  to  the  ladv  interested  than  t..  anybndv 
else;  but,  of  course,  the  sturv  "t  vour  finding  the 
bonk  will  have  to  be  verified  bet.iie  she  can  take 
possession  ot  auvthiuL;,  and  vou  mav  be  wanted  bv 
her  solicitors.' 

'■  Theu  thev'll  have  to  be  pret  ious  qui.  k  ab..nt  it 
for  I'm  off  to  Brussels  in  a  dav  oi  two 

"What's    your    address    in    town,    Mr.    Wallin,^- 

ham  i'" 

"  I've  no  fixed  addres^^      sometimes  I  stav  ai  a 
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l)Mardinf,'    h<mse   and   sometimes   at    some   hotel 
\\\o  '  Metiopole  '  tor  choice." 

"  I>  that  where'U  vou  go  when  you  leave  here  ?  " 
"  Mo>t  likely,  but  I've  not  decided  upon  anvthiuc,' 
V(  t.     Still  there's  no  harm  ni  droppm;;  a  note  to 
inc  .it  the  '  Metropole.'  " 

Douglas  strolled  b.uk  to  the  inn.  told  the  landlord 
what  lie  had  done  and  betore  long  the  new>  was  all 
over  Basingstoke.  The  '  Crown  '  did  a  roaring  trade 
that  rvcning,  tho  go?>ips  (  rowding  in  to  know  if 
what  thev  had  heard  was  really  true.  Douglas 
lound  himself  the  object  of  much  more  curiosity 
tlian  he  had  bargained  for,  and  thr  next  morning 
announced  that  business  called  him  to  Londmi. 
Wiieii  the  inspector  ealled  to  make  further  enquiries 
he  (hr:.(_o\ered  that  Mr.  Wallingham  had  left. 

.\l  the  time  the  inspe.  tor  (ailed  "Mr.  Walling- 
hain  "  was.  m  fact,  iii  the  grimy  attn  of  the  Ikuisc 
in  Burton  Crescent  looking  at  himself  in  the  cracked 
toilet  glass. 

The  refleefion  was  that  of  a  man  with  a  heavy 
(l.uk  moustaehe.  Had  X\\v.  matter  ;i  >t  been  one  of 
urgeii'  v  Douglas  would  not  have  fixed  upon  himself 
as  the  finder  of  the  poeket-b(.ok.  It  was  oi  vital 
inipiutau'C  that  he  should  not  be  mdcntified,  and 
iie  ,  ntild  sei-  no  other  w.iy  ont  of  the  difiiculty 
but  that  of  disguising  himselj.  The  heavy  moiis- 
t...  h''  '  ertalnly  hid  his  ugly  mouth  and  softened 
the  square  prominent  jaw  But  was  the  disguis- 
etfe.  tual  ? 

Like  ino>t  Ia\vle-:,men,  Dougl.is  was  superstiti(»us, 
and  was  a  firm  believer  in  nineii-.  To  f>e  found 
nut    ill    a    f)lunder   at    the    very    beginning   of    his 

iiir>-i   \'<M.v  uneasv  and  when 
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he  waa  back  in  hi^  own  room  lie  looked  at  himself 
anxiously  in  the  glass. 

"  The  moustache  is  all  ii},'ht  and  I  think  I  hit 
upon  a  neat  dodfje  of  putting;  it  on  without  anybody 
being  the  wiser,"  he  thought. 

The  "  dodge  "  (onsisted  of  dex  ending  the  -tans 
at  the  Leicester  Square  Tube  .station  .iH.t  parting 
from  Jenny,  and  on  the  way  down  putting  on  the 
mour^taihe  with  the  a^-i^tance  of  a  porket  mirror. 
From  tlii>  time  he  wa^  Wallingham.  On  return- 
ing to  Lond(>n  he  removed  the  mourita'he,  alxi 
on  the  .stairs  of  the  Tube  station,  and  was  Douglas 
once  more. 

"  Ye>  the  moustai  he  is  all  right,"  he  repeated, 
"  and  I  don't  think  1  me>-,ed  up  anything  be.^ides 
that  ((infounded  mi>nogram. " 

He  slowly  removed  the  uKui-ta'  he  and  flinging 
it  into  the  grate  set  hre  to  it. 

"  That's  d-tne.  I'll  leave  no  trace  behind  me 
of  John  Walhngham.  Now  for  the  toggery  —that's 
done  its  dntv  too." 

lie  put  on  his  oldest  and  shabbiest  suit,  pa'  kedthe 
Norfolk  jacket,  the  kni<kers,  gaiter-,  and  golhng  <  ap, 
in  a  parcel,  and  got  rid  of  them  at  a  second  hand 
clothiers  in  the  dray's  Inn  Road. 

He  hurried  back  to  his  lodgings  and  changed 
into  his  "  swagger  "  suit.  There  wa^  u<>  hu  k  ui 
shabbllles^  a-  he  had  long  ago  dis( overed.  It  it 
wer(^  true  that  people  estimated  a  man  at  his  own 
\.iluation  as  to  his  abilities,  it  was  still  more  true 
that  they  did  -o  in  regard  to  dre>^.  When  Douglas 
was  out  at  elbows  he  fell  into  a  slouching  walk, 
he  had  a  hangdog  look  and  he  beraine  a  loafer  at 
oiv  e.      A  new  suit  of  'lollies,  uii  the  otiiui'  hand,  put 
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backbone  into  him  and  hi-  lelt  he  «  niild  hold  his 
own  with  tho  best.  He  might  not  have  any  money 
in  his  po(ket  bnt  his  sto-k  of  impuden(  e  was 
unhinited,  and  that  bomctime^  did  ar,  w.ll,  if  not 

better. 

"  Tve  nothing  to  do  now  bnt  wait.  I  ntil 
something  appear-^  m  the  papers  I  mustn't  show 
invself.  Meainvhil-'  then,-'s  the  qu.>stinn  of  hname. 
Talk  about  the  eternal  feminine  ?  By  Jove  she's 
not    half    so    .  ternal    as   this   rontounded   want    of 

eash.  ' 

He  did  the  rounds  of  th--  haunts  whfr.>  the 
"  boys  "  were  to  b(<  found  It  wa.  a  good  omen 
he  thought  when  he  ran  against  a  friend  with 
whom  he  had  been  very  intimate  in  hi>  <  itv  days. 
This  man  had  a.  ted  as  tout  for  a  swindling  <  ompany 
promoter,  but,  like  Douglas,  his  voratior  was  gone 
and  he  was  living  on  his  wit^.  He  had  had  hi:,  ups 
and  downs  and  ju-t  now  was  in  hi'  k.  It  wa^  the 
good  old  "  '  onhdeii.e  tri.  k  "  he  explained  whi<h  had 
put  him  on  his  feet. 

"  Colonial  mugs  are  the  game  ;  pi(  king  them  up  s 
as  easy  as  shelling  pea.s.  Why  don't  you  take  a 
hand  old  man  ?  You're  just  the  sort.  You've  got 
the  patter  and  the  style.  ' 

The  proposition  w.is  tempting  but  for  the  moment 
Douglas  hesitated  about  douig  anything  whi.  h 
would  compel  him  to  lie  low.  The  drawba-  k  of 
the  "  eonfiden-e  tri-k  "  wa-:  the  hability  to  en.  ounter 
thr  vi.tim  afterwards  and  be  pounced  upon. 
These  subsequent  encounters  were  generally  '.lue  to 
the  .areles-ness  of  the  .•!  rn^ir  ;  t)ut ,  -Minehtw, 
>arelessne>s  was  inseparabl.  trom  thi-^  parti,  ul.ir 
.•■,rnft"       T]^r  "  (  ( .ntideii  .' "    men   kivw  no  w.irld 
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otli.r  than  th(>ir  favourite  drinking  bar>,  and  ^o  when 
"  wanted"  are  ca-ily  run  to  earth. 

Dr»u«la>  wa^  pcrlcrtly  well  aware  n|  the  ri^k 
att<MidinK  the  came  and  was  not  to  be  [)er>uad<'d, 
but  h<-  did  not  give  a  dehnitt>  ret\isal  and  the 
talk  ended  in  hi^  borrowing  a  sovereign  lioin  his 

old  ( liuni. 

He  wa-  intensrlv  disappointed  the  next  day  to  find 
nothing  \n  tlic  pajiers  about  the  "  hud"  at  Basing- 
stoke ,ind  his  disappointment  was  a^  .  <  ntuated 
when  the  evening  papers  were  cquallv  barren. 
On  the  morrow  he  searched  in  vain  andtlw  suspense 
began  to  tell  upon  his  nerves  lie  was  restless 
and  uncasv  and  h<  wanted  xmieone  to  talk  to 
-or,  to  be  quite  (orri-<  t.  someone  to  talk  to  hiin  a 
wninan  not  a  man.  Jemiv's  frivolous  prattle  was 
not  unainusing  and  he  wired  her  to  nn-rt  hm  a 
little  l-reu'  h  r.staurant  in  >oho  wlure  ho  h.vd 
taken  her  several  times 

"   Two  hours  ought    to   bo  lon^'  enough   tor   the 
httlo  .at   to  dress  hers-lf  in       At   this  time  ot  the 
d.tv  sh.\  hke  the  n-st  of  h.r  s.t,  alwavs  .invhow 
111   have  .1  quiet   spioke  and  a  drink  at    tho  (ate 

Kuv  il  ■' 

lie  dispat- bed  his  win-  and  ^at  huum  11  do\Mi  \'> 
think  He  had  .i  rehietau"-  to  adnnt  that  th(> 
,,i,is<  ol  lu^  wonv  wa^  Kouk^on,  but  it  wa-  us.jes^ 
,,,  tr\  tM  ,  uinuv  e  him-elt  th.U  it  was  not  ^... 
^(.  line  h  depended  upon  tlie  tellow  .uid  s..  litlle 
(iepeud'Hi  e  \va-  to  be  pla^  ed  on  hiiu 

•'  N.ev  that  I'vo  dune  with  the  i,it  I  ^loiild 
l)e  a  miUi-'ii  time-  belter  without  hiin  He  dr\  il 
,.l  It  Is  that   I  .  ant  get  nd  ol  hiiu  a-  ea^h'  a-  I  i:"t 

1         I     .1        .     «    ■■    l...      iiirl    _iilt     i.t    1    liltlie^ 
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At  la^t  he  rose  and  >trolled  l('i>tir(lv  to  Old 
Compton  >trc«-t.  Joiinv  wa-  pnnrtual-  >lie  alwivs 
was  wli.Mc  littl.'  dinivTb  and  Ivnv  h'-s  were  r(.n<  (m  m.mI. 
Shr  \va>  blessed  with  a  splendid  appetite  and  a 
siipcrb  digestion.  She  was  pretending'  t(.  be  nitcr- 
r>ted  in  a  shop  and  looked  very  trc^h  and  attra(  tive 
Sh<^  saw  Don^las's  refle- tion  ni  the  wuidnw  and 
turned    instantly. 

"  H.iUo,  rhappi«\"  was  her  unronventioual  -reef- 
ing, "1   was  awtullv  glad   to  get   vouv   wue.      I\e 
had  the  bltioming  hnnip  all  th<'  morning  " 
"  What-  the  matter  ? 

"  Oh,  nothing  mu-  h,  but  it  give-  me  the  hum)'  all 
th<  >amr  I'll  tell  you  later  on.  Let  >  have  a 
drink  betorr  we  go  into  the  (  atfv 

Dougla-  humoured  her  and  though  h»'  wa-  anxious 
t.>  hnd  on*  svhat  had  given  |<Min\  the  "  humiv  ' 
franng  it  had  xtintthing  to  do  with  Ah'  la.  he  di<l 
not  que-tion  h<T.  He  kn.^w  jennv's  p.><  uhantie^ 
thoronghlv.  It  -^h*'  were  Irt  alone  shr  w.i-  bouiul 
to  tell  him  (vervthmg  in  her  own  fa^hlon. 

"  Ah,  th.it'>  put  mr  right,  "  .x-  lainied  the  voung 
l.ulv.  drawing  a  long  breath,  atter  i-mptving  hall 
.1  tumbler  oi  (.umnrss,  ht-r  tavonrite  "  pi'  k-m<'  up 
'•  1  tell  you  >traight.  .  happw.  I  -  ouldn't  g.^t  Jnn 
Konk^.n  ont  ot  mv  !h  ad.  Thmkum  ot  him  mad.' 
mr  .put.-  rattv  1  tanlv  jump.d  <lown  moth.  r\ 
thro. It  wh<  n  sIu-  l>e,L;au  worivuiL;  iiv  .il)out  having 
t  hi'  mope. 

Doiiglar     i.vdf  no  rdinmrnt,  not    bii,»u-e  it    wa- 
in^   poll,  v    ,o   Ih     Mlrut,    but    be.  aUM     o|    til''    Iivntloi, 

,,|  |<....k-on  h  wa-  .\n  uglv  .  onMd.n.  <■  tliat  he 
Hud  J.  UMV  should  be  thmking  of  th-'  man  ,it  th. 
^amo    time. 
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"  Didn't  v'lu  tell  mc  that  Jim  ne\ei  loft  his 
dif^'ginqs  ?  "  >h'j  wont  on. 

"  Yos.     Ho'>  under  a  hit  of  a  rlond  just  now." 

"  Wrll,  I'll  swear  I  saw  him  yesterday  sneaking 
along  John  Street,  Adelphi.  I  don't  know  why, 
but  it  made  me  fi^el  frightened,  and,  lost  he  should 
sjioak  to  me,  I  dived  into  Bu<  kingham  Court,  and 
so  mto  the  Strand." 

"  All  vonr  tanev,  Jenny.  John  Street's  not 
more  than  five  minutes  from  Scotland  Yard.  Do 
you  tliink  Rookson  would  venture  to  risk  his  <  ar(  ase 
so  near  headquarters  ?     Not  he   " 

"  All  I  'an  say  i>  that  it  it  wasn't  Jim  Ronksnn 
I  s.iw  it  mu>t  have  been  his  ghoit." 

"  Oh,  if  it  was  his  ghost,  no  wonder  you  had  the 
hump,"  retorted  Douglas  banteringly.  "Drink 
up  your  -tout  and  let>  get.  ' 

They  made  their  way  to  the  restaurant.  Jonny 
did  not  notii  .  that  a^  they  walked  along  her 
(  ompauion'>  e\e>  were  gl.int  ing  in  rvcrv  direetuui, 
as  though  he  suspoi  ted  he  was  b^iiig  >hadowed. 
The  di-quietinij;  thought  had  flashed  across  his 
mind  that  Jcniu  mi^lit  be  right,  and  that  the 
purpose  will'  h  h.id  scut  Rookson  into  the  neigh- 
iiourhood  of  S(  otl.ind  Yard  was  to  i;i\e  him  .iway. 
Then  he  |)0(ih  puohed  the  noti<ui  It  wa>  too 
iidiiulous  What  grudg(>  <  ould  Rookson  have 
against   hun  ? 

So  wheu  thc\-  were  seated  m  the  sinig  homely 
restaurant  and  Jenuv  <  innmeiii  ed  hei  <  hatter,  his 
jjj.Miun    to!cl)o(hnL;-  were  di-si|)ate(i. 

■  1  li.id  your  wue  at  Basing>tokt-  tcllin;^  nu  Mi-s 
Montrose  was  .-till  at  I'oyntcr's."  said  Douglas 
jti.imfh'    I  ntfini'  Mi-^s  H.issett  sliorf  in  the  midst  of 
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d  sentence.     "  Have  ynn  anythinj:;  to  report  about 
her?  " 

"  No,"  rejoined  Jennv  indiffo'-cntlv  "  Tlnngs 
are  just  the  same  and  likely  to  be  so.  MiSb  Mou- 
tros';  is  ill." 

"  What's  the  matter  with  her  ?  '  a^ked  Dou^^las 
with  a  >iidden  intere,-,t  which  did  not  e?(  ape  jiMinv's 
sharp  eyes. 

"  I  don't  know.     I  didn't  a>k." 
"  Whv   didn't    you  .■*     I    thou(,'ht    I    told   you    I 
wanted    to    know    everything.     Has    :he    had    a 
doctor  ? 

"  Really,  I  can't  tell  you.  I  dare>av  I  can  hnd 
-Hit.  but  I  had  an  id^a  that  all  you  (  arcd  for  wa-  to 
be  >ure  wliere  >he  was  so  that  tht  man  you're 
working  h>r  could  find  her.  " 

"  That'>  right.  I'm  not  ftnding  fault.  I  only 
want  to  be  ready  with  an  answer  in  i  ase  mv  man 
should  ask  me  any  question.  You'd  better  enquire 
about  the  woman's  illness.  " 

"  .Ml  right,  I'll  go  to  P(»vnter's  when  I  leave  hf^rr. 
Shall  I  see  you  this  evening  ? 

"  Ye^.     Pii(  adilly  Cin  us  at  nine.  " 
"Good.     Ill  be  there   ' 

Douglas  stion  after  paid  the  waiter,  and  ro>e  -not 
altogether  to  jcnnv's  satisfaction  She  would 
willniKly  ha\c  stayed  all  the  aft.rnoon  .tt  the 
I'^taurant,  >mokuig  rigarctt-s,  -dipping  bla'  k  ( offee 
and  brandy,  and  playing  dominoes,  had  Douglas 
Imcii  at  .ill  ( ompanionable  Rut  a  sombre  mood 
had  '  ome  o\  ir  him.  |<imy  made  one  or  two  t>t(orts 
to  be  amusing  -she  j)ndtd  lurM^lf  on  her  abihtv  to 
talk  a  man  into  i  good  humour  —and  then  gave  up 
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with  .1  miittrrcd  :    "  Oli,  bother!     It  you  rant  he 
soc  i.iblc  voii  ran  do  the  other  thine;." 

I  ^.i\',  I  happio,  lia\-e  yon  a  doUar  vu  don't 
want?  '  wlii-pcfi'd  th(^  yoini;^'  ladv.  wlien  th<n-  were 
ont>i(lc.     "  I'm  down  to  niv  hi--t  sou." 

Houf^hi-  |ini'  hcd  hi-^  lip-.  Tlir  inommt  wa>  not 
j>ropitioiis  tnr  tlic^  requot.  Howex-cr,  Ik-  did  n<?t 
irln-f.      ]{>■  put  halt-a-<  rown  into  her  hand 

"  That'^  a\\  I  '  an  -pare  h»  nitscnt,  "  >aid  he 

"  T'.iint  mu'  h  it  \ou'\  .uot  to  ticat  a  pal  I 
don't  i^rt  proplc  to  talk  and  toll  mo  thinj,'>  without 
spondinj,'  nioncx- 

I  know  I  know,"  ho  retorted.  "  I'll  make  it 
all  ri;;ht   t'>r  \n\\  to  ni;.;ht" 

jennv  w-Mit  olf  lookin-  a  littlr  -luni  and  l)ou^'la> 
strode  ni  another  due.  tion  If  h  It  niten-ely 
irritable  and  wa-  ^lad  the  f;irl  wa--  ;,'one  Had  thev 
been  to^etluM"  iniu  h  hniper  he  mi:.,'ht  lia\-e  >aid 
soinethin;,'  whu  h  woidd  have  led  to  .i  (piarrel.  and 
to  quatrcd  with  jeun\-  would  be  as  tonli-h  a  thitiL; 
a--  he  (  ould  do. 

In  Oxtord  ^ti<'et  he  bonyjit  an  '-venin;;  [laper  and 
eai^eriv  m  aimed  its  ,  olunin>.  But  the  e(litii>n  wa>  an 
e.iilv  one  and  >  outamed  nothing.;  whi' h  >  oiii  erned 
him. 

Now  that  he  wa>  ^o  ni-ar  the  piaitieal  de\el.ip- 
inent  n|  thr  pint  he  had  been  -o  laboiiou-.l\  l)uniiinj.^ 
up,  l)ouL;las  tilt  a  ni'i\"Usaes>  whi'  h  wa-  new  to 
luin  liie  ileU' e  ot  the  e\-enmf.;  pajxr  si<'emed 
oiniiiou-  Had  au\lhinu  f^oni'  wtohl;  "-'  Sureh' 
(  nou^h  had  beeu  :,aid  m  the  "  Crown  Inn  '  about  the 
po(ket-bo,ik  and  it  i  oiiti  iit^  to  reai  h  the  ear--  <it 
>ome  loeal  new-paper  man.  who  would  know  the 

ininort.mec    nt     the    <tiirv      Jiirl    u-ti..    ii.xilrl    ♦ibo    .   t  i-,t 
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to  wire  it  immediately  to  one  of  the  London  now'^ 
agencies.  It  was  in.  redible,  in  these  days  of  in- 
satiable thirst  for  sensation,  that  there  should  be 
■^o  much  delay. 

However,  there  it  was,  and  he  would  have  to  wait 
unti'  the  five  o'.  lo.  k  rdition  appeared.     He  had  two 
hour^  before  him  and  nothing  to  do  with  his  time. 
()n«e   more    Rook-.on    ramr    into    his    mind       lit* 
,,ut,'ht   to  I'ok  tlie  te'low  >ip  t<.  mak.' -ur.' all  was 
^'oms     right ,    but    he    had    .-on.eiv.'d    a     violent 
antipathy  t-.    jim       He  .-..uld  not  )u>t  n..w  -.  rrw 
l.im-.-lf  up  to  th.'  i>it<-h  of  an  intervu-w.      Be^d.'- 
hf  kn«w  RouksoM  would  want  mon.y,  and  h.-  had 
nuno  at   the  monu-iit  that  hf  rould  spare. 

S..  he   rontmued   to  walk   aiml.'sslv     about    the 
streets  until  he  could  buv  a  .-opv  ut  tlu'  pap«M-  h.* 
wanted.      M  last   li^'  heard  the  iuv.-nilo  squeak  ot 
"  hve   o'clock   edition!     .Ml   the   winnahs  !  "     and 
h.-  railed  to  the  ur.hin.     Wh.n  he  ^aw  the  heading  : 
"The  Winchester  Murder"  m  large  type,  his  hand 
tr.Miibled  so  mu.h  that   he  e.nild  hardlv  keep  his 
rve<   hxed  on   the   print.     Howevt-r,   he   gradually 
recovered  hiniMlf  and  by  degrees  re, id  the  report. 
X(Mther  the  text   of  the  letter  nor  that   (.1  the  will 
wa>   given,   but    it    wa^   stated    tliat    buth   were   of 
extreme    interest    t.»    Mis^     \li.  ia    Mi.ntrose,    "  the 
young  l.idy  who  figured  s,,  pinmineiitK-  in  the  '  a-e. 

The  report  i  "utaiiu'd  a  re-uine  ni  the  -t»»ry  to 
assist  the  -lugg.sh  memori.  ..f  nev-paper  reader- 
and  the  writer  went  .m  to  -as  •  We  lia\-e  iva-oii  t.. 
believe  tliat  when  the  telUl^  -I  the  Will  .lud  the 
lett.i  .ire  made  kn.'wn,  ui  ,ill  absuibing  roinan.  e 
will  be  rev.aled  ..f  whi.  h  the  publi'    at  i>r     •  :it  h.ive 

...^l.r  1.  .(-1   th..  fir    f    ,  h.inltT 
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"  The  first  rhaptor  ?  "  muttered  Douglas  with  a 
grim  smile.     "  X,,t  quite,  I  lanry." 

Thill  his  ('ve<  flashed.  At  the  md  (.1  the  report 
was  a  statement  whirh  made  him  thrill  to  his 
hngrr  tips.  "  It  is  estimated,"  he  read,  ■'  that  the 
late  Mr.  Haggar  left  behind  lum  a  iurfune  (.1 
upwards  of  a  million.  His  soli,  itors  ha\-e,  of ,  oursc. 
been  going  into  hi^  affairs,  and  should  the  g.-nuine- 
ness  of  the  will  be  established,  Miss  Aliria  mav  be 
congratulated  on  her  tj;ood  lurk." 

"  Ali(  ia's  good  huk  ?     What  about  mine  ?  " 

Douglas  folded  the  paper  and  thrust  it  int(.  his 
po'ket.  Upwards  of  a  million  !  Ib^  repeated  th<* 
Words  over  and  over  again.  His  iiervcnisness  was 
gone.  The  prospc,  t  of  wealth  was  staggering  and 
he  strode  along  at  a  rapid  pare,  indiffenut  as  to 
where  he  went.  It  was  quite  an  hour  bef.uv  hi^ 
nerves  wen-  completelv  under  control,  and  he  th.ii 
f<iund  himself  in  a  neighbourhood  (juite  new  to  him 
He  had  reached  Hammersmith,  as,  on  enquirv,  he 
dis(u\-ered. 

Hammer'^mith    wa^    not     far    from    Shepherd'^ 

Bush     where,   a,  .ordimr    to    Jennv's    mf(.rmation, 

Alicia  pr(,posed  living.      Jmiu'  had  given  D.-uuhts 

th.-  address,  and  it  o.  .  urnd  to  hun  that  it  might  be 

Well   to  know  where   th(>  house  w.is  situated.      He 

was  some  time  bttore  h<-  found  it,  and  lie  shrugged 

his    v;i„„,|j,.,-^   ,dntemptutiusl\    wh.-n    he    saw    the 

shabbv    ,L;.-nteel.    d<  pres-,ing    road,    tvpi.al    jot     the 

suburbs   Ml    thirt\    vcais   ag(..     Wh.n    th.- 'houses 

wrrr  built,  bav  wind.avs,  l)ivakfast   !);n  lour-,  and  a 

fliL,dit    o|    ^tonc   strp.    l.Mdmg    to   .(   d.M.r   within  a 

'-tu,  ,  o  jtorti'  o,  wrr,    m  tavoiir 

had  a  mournliil,  ncLile^  ted  a-o!- 


.Mo-,(  ,,t  th.' 
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emptv  luid  been  so  for  Mnur  tinn-,  judf^Mii.L;  bv  tlir 
WL-ather-staiiifd  b<uud^  annoiim  iiit,'  tbc  tart  ;  inaiiv 
ot  the  .M  rui)icd  ones  had  apartment  t  .ud^  in  th" 
window-.     It  was  a  deravin^  neiyhbinnhnod. 

"  Fane  y  a  woman  entitled  ti.  a  nuHinu  .  umnii,'  to 
hvr  in  this  -hoddv  -him.'  tliou-ht  Dnni^la-.  "  I 
wonder  it  -lie'll  .dtrr  her  mnid  whi-n  -hi-  knuw- 
what's    happened."' 

Uneas\-  thought-,  ju-t  tlien  -eemeii  to  pa--  thr«muli 
his  mind.  He  shu  ken*  1  hi-  pa^  f  and  hi-  <ves  w.-re 
fixed    nil     tlie     pa\-em>nt       ^nmi     att.r     hi-    br>iw 

c  leared. 

"  X(.,"  lie  mutti'ied  "  1  -hall  hav-'  no  dilii>  nUv 
with  Ahi  la,  jn-t  tu  k>n^p  me  qnut  -h.'ll  a^rer  ti. 
anything  I  suggest,  Th'  thnm'-  \«rv  -iinpl<-  I 
don't  want  tver\'  penny.  I  -li<'uhl  b.-  (piilc  <  .lUtt-n- 
ted  witli  a  quarter  ut  h<r  tortnnc    " 

He  walked  ba.  k  to  town  hi-  mind  ti.\'d  upon 
Ahiia.  Suites-  wa-  i  lutrcd  in  what  -hf  would  do 
and,  tor  the  time  bciiv^;,  le-  Would  haM-  to  .i.  i  th<- 
p.art  ot  a  spei  tator.  Ot  •  itur-e,  th<  In-t  tlniii;  tor 
the  lawyers  would  be  to  r-tabh-h  th<'  -riininiur-,- 
(.1  the  doi  uments.  Perry  and  Latimt  would 
adyerti-e  tor  Jinny  Ba— ett  and  Jim  Knok-ou, 
and  lu're  would  eome  tin  n-al  t<-t  ot  hi-  danm; 
])Iot.  Douglas  was  pcrtf,  tly  urtam  Jinny  wo\ild 
go  through  the  ordeal  without  br<akniu;  down  oi 
I  ontradirtmg  h<i-rlt,  and  tin-  -aiiK-  miglit  Ix'  -aid 
ot  Ri  ok-on.  Hut  with  nL;ard  to  Rook-on  thnv 
wa-  a  ditfii  nlty  Jim  >  oiild  ^wcii  l)lai  k  w.t-  white 
with  the  nio-i  .oiumiinu  air,  \>\\X  -uppo-r  Wwv 
and  I.,itiiner  were  to  iii-i-t   upon   in\  i -t ilmiiiil'   hi- 

r.'.  ord  r' 

"Tliit'^  tl...  ,  ri.v       It   thr  noil,  f  ait'  "iii  e  •  alh'd 
*  *  r 
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in  I'm  J.tne  for.  Jlm'>  a  >  ur  ;  if  there's  a  hitch  he'll 
think  onlv  <'f  himself.  But  I  won't  bother  about 
him  to-niL,'ht.     Time  enon^h  when   I  -^ee  breakers 

ahead." 

At  nine  o'(  lo>  k  iie  met  J.-nnv  at  Pie<adillv  Cirens 
and  he  asked  her  if  she'd  tonnd  out  if  Ali.  ia  wen- 

reallv  ill. 

"  Thert-'s  nothing  mneh  the  matter,"  said  Jt-nnv 
petti-^hlv.  "A  teveri->h  <  old,  '  fhi,'  or  xnnethini,' 
lik"  that.  I've  had  a  rather  rc.ttiii  tinv,  .  happif. 
I  think  von  mi^ht  takr  mi*  s^m.-where." 

.\nd  m  unc  ot  tht>  "  iiall-  ot  dazzlim;  delii,d)t," 
of  whi.  h  London  ha-,  an  ample  varietv,  Dou^'la^ 
vjx'nt  all  tlu-  monev  he  had.  This  did  not  trouble 
him.  He  wa-  m  the  nio(.d  lo  trn-^t  to  In^  ln>  k  and 
good  In.  k  u.'iif.allv  re-ponded  wlun  h.-  was  down 
t.i  hi-  la-t   prnnw 
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Sir  George  Graydon  was  in  a  bad  tomper.  He 
had,  as  i  hildrcn  would  sav,  t,'tit  out  ot  bt»d  the 
wrung  -ide  tliat  morning.  But  a  more  reasonable 
explanation  was  that  he  had  assisted  at  a  public 
dinner  the  night  before  ;  he  had  made  a  '^pee(  h  and 
had  Worked  himself  into  a  nervous  flurry  in  ectn^e- 
quenee,  and  his  old  enemy,  the  gout,  had  taken 
a  mean  advantage  of  his  weakness.  He  Iiad  had  a 
bad  night  and  mingled  with  his  twinges  of  pain  were 
aggravating  reflections  coik  i-rning  his  son.  Luckilv 
he  had  his  man,  Simpson,  to  storm  at,  and  thi-,  in  a 
wav,  acted  a>  a  counter  irritant,  and  so  wa^.  bcneti- 
.ial. 

Simpson  had  long  since  discovered  that  the  best 
wav  to  deal  with  his  master  wa-  to  stand  uji  to  him. 
The  erk'ounter>  generally  took  the  same  iorm  a 
tit  of  bellowing  and  blu>tering  followed  bv  a 
grumph  joctjsity  when  the  t(  nipest  liad  quite 
>ubsided.  This  morning,  however,  when  the  iitv 
magnate  limped  into  the  ^nug  room,  where  break- 
ta>t  was  awaiting  him,  the  period  of  jocosity  had  not 
arrived,  and  hi^  relations  with  ^impson  were  -till 
rather  strained. 

A  pile  of  correspondence  was  on  the  table  ;  for 
the  most  part  c nn-^isting  of  lung,  bulky  eiuelopes. 
containing  prospet  tuses  of  new  i  «.mpanies,  and  half 
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a  purrlv  bu^inpr^s  nature.  Sir  G<-'>^Y<^r  \>'a>  in  n^ 
liunioiir  fitr  bu>.nu'S^  ju-t  n<»\v,  and  \v-  ipprd  hi- 
roffoo  and  munched  Ins  toast  and  e,t;,i>'>  gl'-'mnlv 
Simjison  hovr-r.'d  about  thr  room  as  sdont  and  a^ 
noiseless  as  a  ghost.  As  usual,  alter  one  of  hi^  torna- 
does, Sir  George  was  the  first  to  speak. 

"  This  .  ur-ed  gout's  ^till  giving  nv  Ixaii-  I 
don't  know  whether  to  s(>nd  tor  Sir  F^op-  r  Parker 

or  not." 

•■  Id  wait  l(n-  an  hour  and  see  it  it  goe-  «.ft,     said 

Simpson  quite  ealmlv. 

'does  olf  ?  What  do  \-ou  mean'  Cout  i-,r't 
a  scpiil)  or  a  roeket." 

"  N'o,  Sir  George.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  il  it 
was.      You'd  have  done  with  it  the  hr^t  bia-st." 

"  Ever  had  the  gout  ?  " 

"  No,  Sir  George." 

"  Tlien  don't  talk  rot." 

•'  Must  sav  something,  I  suppose.  It  I  didn't 
you'd  eall  me  insolent." 

•■  And  in  nine  ease>  out  ol  ten  I  shouldn't  be  lar 
wrou'^.      I'll  'pliiine  to  Parker  after  breakfast." 

"  V<'rv    well,    Sir    George.     I    won't     ftirget     to 

1.  mind  von    " 

■•  Remind  me  ?  Bv  Jo\e,  the  gout'll  d.  i  that." 
Simpson  -niggered.  Mr  (ieorge,  as  he  well  knew, 
w  s  like  .  ertain  judges  who  are  alwavs  trvnig  to  I,,- 
lu.iuv.  Thev  e\pe(  t  laughter  to  tolh.w  their  .  fforts 
anil  elevate  their  inanities  into  witti<  isius.  Simp- 
son's gigL'le  Kimpletelv  restored  Sir  (ieorge's  good 

humour. 

"  Pass  the  Times,  Simpson.  Anvthing  startling 
this  morning  ?  I  gness  vou've  gone  through  the 
news  r 
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"  Yes,    Sir   Gecjrgo." 

'  Ha  !  It's  like  vuur  cimfuunded  impudence. 
hull  I  \()U  know  it  always  spoils  the  treshiiess  of 
new>  t  know  that  somebody's  been  nibblmi^  at  the 
j)apei"  bell  re  you  ^ 

"  Ye-,  Sir  G.Mirf^e.  I  ^ujipiise  that's  why  I  do  it. 
P.iit  it>  n-< 'ill -^unii  tinii-.  Prevent-  things  (  omint,' 
iipiMi  (iiie  t.M,  -nddrn-like.  1  nnt  >•  li\-rd  with  a  tjen- 
tli man  whu  alwa\-s  told  nie  to  look  at  the  paper 
tu-t  l.rtore  I  j^ave  it  hun.  Suffered  from  heart 
di-ea-.r,  and  wa-  awfulh'  mTVuu-.  lest  h<-  should  ha\'e 
a  -lioi  k.' 

"  Shu.  ks  don't  trouble  me,  and  I'm  not  nervous. 
/  haven't  t^ot  heart  disease.  " 

"  One  ni\'i'r  knows,  Sir  George.  I  believe  it's  a 
mo-t  insidious  riimplaint.  It  don't  eotiie  out  like 
incasle-." 

Sir  (ii'urge  haviiiiz  fired  off  his  one  joiositv  was 
not  prepared  with  Mother.  B\'  this  time  he  was 
buried  in  thf  Times,  and  wa--  tliii'^  able  to  administer 
a  >nub  to  his  luai  bv  ignorim.;  hi--  attempt  at  a  witti- 
i  i-in.  Middtul  .,1  long,  low  wtii-tle  came  from 
l)chind  the  papci 

■'  Bv  jove!"  another  whittle  "did  you  --ee 
tlii-,  SinipM)n,  abiuit  the  Wiiuhester  murder  ? 

"  Vi-,  >n'  George." 

"  \Vh\-  didn't  vou  tell  me  ? 

"  Thought  vou'd  like  U)  read  it  for  yourself, 
bidn't  want  to  spoil  the  freshness." 

Simpson  wa>  bent  upon  getting  his  own  baek, 
but  hi^  retort  wa  lo-i.  His  master  was  absorbed 
in  reading  an  a>  >  ount  of  the  last  sensation —the 
ills.  (, very   ot    Mr.   Haggar's  alleged   will.     B\    this 
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method  known  unlv  to  the  journali^iii  tratfrnit\-, 
liad  niana^'cd  tu  ^i-t  fruin  tin-  polii c  a  copN-  ot  linth 
thf  letter  and  tin-  will  and  had  made  the  nm^t  of 
them. 

"  Thcv'\'i'  purpoM-lv  k(^pt  Mr.  lyric's  name  out  of 
till'  business  thi>  time,  Sir  George,"  --aid  -'imp-on, 
lint^erin^  over  the  pro*  e-^^  of  ( ]t\'uint,'  awa\'. 

"  Ot  »  tinr^e  of  i oinNc,"  rejoined  Sir  Oedri^e 
ha'^tilv  "  He'>  d(jne  with  it  unle^-^  the  murderer 
is  raptured.  In  that  ease  there'll  be  the  maL;i-tenal 
examination  and  afterward>  the  trial  :  and  no  di.ubt 
Mr   l-'rit   will  be  ealled  a- a  witne-,s." 

"  He  (-ant  say  no  more  than  what  he  tuld  the 
cortiuer,  I  suppo>e,  Sir  Georpe." 

"  No,  eertainlv  not." 

Again  Sir  George's  eyes  went  to  the  paper  and 
his  lii)'>  moved.  He  was  one  of  thu^e  -Idw  witted 
persons  wlu)  must  form  every  word  a->  the\'  read. 
Sight  alone  is  not  enough. 

Simpson  was  not  surprised  at  the  unusual  at  ten- 
tiun  Sir  George  was  giving  to  the  Tinu's.  N'aturall\- 
the  Winchester  nmrder  had  a  >troni.;  per-oiud  inter- 
est for  him.  The  man  i  ontinued  to  talk  bei  ause  he 
knew  his  mastiM"  liked  to  know  his  opiuiou  of  things. 
Sn-  George  was  not  quick  at  grasping  the  p<iiiit  of 
matters  other  than  those  relating  to  the  movemt  nts 
of  the  Stoi  k  Exchange,  and  his  chats  with  ^nnp>on 
after  breakfast  was  ver\'  valuable  to  him.  Simjisou 
had  lived  in  the  "  best  families  "  and  could  .ilways 
throw  interesting  sidelight-,  upon  any  scandal 
in  high  lite  which  might  happen  to  be  the  topic  of  the 
day. 

"  \i   it's  true  what   the  paper  says,   the  young 

1     .1.    1  .    .1  .:-» <.    ... --    .--    .1.. 
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Shi' 11  he  hnwrrcd  with  cHei-  nt  inarna^r  It'> 
a  rum  thm^  hmv  m.iiu'  rruMi  luc  n  adv  tn  marry  a 
unniiii  (iirr.  il\-  111  r  naim  :^it~  in  tli''  itapi'i-.  and 
\\,  \  t.ilk'd  .ib-'iii  It  (i'l'-^n't  <••  m  t<>  mattri 
whith-r  >hi''-  '4<)ii(i  (ir  had.  dM.">  it,  >ir  ?  If  Mi^^ 
All'  la  Mi>ntrii  f  had  r<'.Ul\'  mnrdfMf^d  the  pn-n  old 
LT'iit  1  iln  t).hi"\c  >lii  'd  ha\r  till'  m<n  alt»M-  h<r  all  thf^ 
>am''  Th'Tt  11  1)1  -Mine  >  \i  u--i'  f^r  '(  m  tliiMi<;h  m 
Ml-     \h'ntr<'-5f --  I  a-'C.     Shr'-  vrr\  -^trikmL:  lookin.q 

•  it  I'M-t  -o  I  -liMuld  think  bv  Ivv  phnto-.  I'h'>ti.., 
d'-n  t  ahva\-  llattrt.  do  thov,  .-ir  lea>twav>  Miap- 
>li'it-  (lun't       Mr    hri<    -  \va-  quite  .i  >  arr\  ai  arhaw." 

^ir  (icoru'e  did  n<>t  Inok  unci-  ph.a^ed  1  h'> 
nint  inbraii'  '•  <>t  th''  rl'pr<>du^tl(ln^  "t  the  snap>h'>t-, 
n|  l-,iii  rind  All'  la  m  tlu'  Scorpion  .aid  tlu:  SLorp'on'a 
remark--  tluMmn  -till  rankled. 

"  L<M)k  hfr<  ,  Simpson,  '  he  -napped,  "  I  want  to 
Ci't  to  work.  I  wibh  Nou'd  finish  what  you're  doinp; 
and  ( lear  out.  " 

"  Yes,  Sir  Gt'orgc." 

>nnp>on  -aid  not  anothi'r  word  lie  was  >hrcwd 
ciiouudi  to  know  when  hr  inip;ht  talk  and  when  he 
miu'ht   not. 

When  the  man  was  .i;onc  Sir  George  stood  for 
-onii^  minute-  ni  front  of  the  tire  >wa\ing  himself 
on  hi-  toi'-  and  lieel-.  He  had  forgotten  hi>  gout 
will'  h  -onietime-  h  A  the  jx-ruliaritv  of  hoing  onlv 
had  wh'  n  hr  thought  ot  it  The  details  of  Haggar's 
will  had  yiven  him  a  plea>urable  .-ensation.  Tlie 
nil n^  mention  of  a  million  of  money  alway>  im- 
|)re-sed  him.  lie  hoped  ow  day  to  be  a  millionaire. 
It  wa-  hi'-  ambition.  At  present  he  was  not  e\'cn  a 
"  -i.\    figurt'  ■'    man,    though   very   near   it.     There 
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inillmn  whi'  h  '  onfrrrr-d  iip<>!i  tin  [,n-,:-o-,^.,r  a  1.  f 

sii[j(.Tii>rit\-.     To  d\r  wnith  i>ii!\-  mho, goo  w.i-  > 

nothing  parti<  "larlv  notn  p.ibliv  But  add  a  noui;!  t 
and  von  wck  at  owr  rlrsatt^l  uifo  anotluT  jilan'\ 
Th''  standard  of  a  man-  nvMit  whil''  in  tln-W'iid, 
(roni  Sir  Gfoigc's  point  of  vii\v,  d<'p»-nd'd  np'in  tli<^ 
amount  of  nion''\-  li<'  left  Ivlmul  when  ]]<•  wrut  <iiit 
of  It.  How  tin-  odd  iiotmn  w.i-  to  li"  pi-titiod  Mr 
(i»'orf,'<"  <li'l  "ot  know,  not"  did  it  trouh!-'  linn.  r-p(-- 
I  lall\-  jn-t  now,  tai '.'d  .i-  Ic  w.i-  hv  tlio  lind  ta'  ( 
tliat  if  all  \va-  trno  whi' Ii  the  ff)iu\  aid,  .\li' la 
Moiifvo^-'  wa-  wortii  a  million  Now  it  w.i-  uii- 
(pir-tioiiahlo  that  a  wonian  with  li-  i'  po.  k'  1-  omptv 
bf,  atnr  (piitc  .1  dittt'irnt  MiMtnio  wlnii  tlio-r  po(  - 
kt't.-  wcic  lull.  A  million  !  It  almost  took  hi-. 
brrath  awaw 

"  H'm  I  woudor  li  liii'  kmw  .nuthinL^."  he 
^rnntcd,  a>  lu-  walked  fo  tin-  t.iblr  and  ■  omimnv  vd 
opening;  his  letter^. 

The  >'■(  ond  one  he  took  up  wa-  m  hi.--  --on'- 
handwritiiii:.  lb-  tore  tho  cnvrlope  impationtlv. 
Onh-  oMi  '-  had  I'.ri'  written  -m.  e  th<Mi  intri\i.'w  at 
the  Cottat;e  Hospital  and  thi>  wa.-  when  h<'  wa--  at 
Brighton.  Not  a  woid,  howevi  r.  had  he  -aid  a-  to 
the  purpose  whu  h  had  taken  him  thitii-M-  .md  hi- 
bither  n.itnr.dlv  ima^;med  ho  li.id  i;onc  to  rr.  uj)iTato. 

"  Dear  lath'T,"  iho  lett-T  ran,  "  1  -hill  bo  '  .iIIiiil; 
upon  \ou  bfloio  olt\cn.  It  \on  -.houM  be  out  will 
\ou  ltM\e  word  whore  I  i  an  -<  o  \ou  ni  tlir  'it\-  .•' 
^'oui  -  alfo'  'loiiateU',    I'^^i  i' 

"  What-  in  th.'  wind.  I  woiulor  ?  '  -ruinbl'«l  --u- 
{,.-or;;o  "  >b>nev  waiilod  -'  Hardlv  I  w  dl  -aV 
flu-  toi  tho  la.d  that  he  rai-'K  rx'  <  'hI-  In-  allowaii'  r. 
But  then  :t  ^  a  jollv  liberal  oik-  and  1  havml     ut 
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luin  -hort  ill  -pite  ut  liis  pninc;  dead  against  mo.  I 
dun't  kn.»\v  what  1  mipht  have  dour  hut  for  that 
iia>tv  mi-hap  -.f  his  at  r.xbrid^o.  Hr  niadr  no 
.rdft  of  th^^  fa' t  that  h.'  wont  th-rr  to  <('*•  tho 
WMinan    with    tlic   oyc..      H"    mii^t   havr    known    a 

thnm  or  two \t   tlir  -anir  tiino  ho  nn-tit 

has.  -i\rn  inc  a  liint  tliat  ih.rr  wa-  a  ix.-ibiHtv 
,,t  h.M  .  nmiim  int..  a  (ortuiio.  Ml  ta<  klr  hini  un  tli.- 
Mibj."  t  whon  ]\r  onnr^.  but  1  -hall  havo  to  dn  it 
,ciuL:rii\-  lb  ha-  a  b-a-tlv  habit  >>i  fl\  iul'  hi  unr's 
1,1'  I'   about    nothinj^." 

The  -ul'i'''  t  nt  Ali.  ia  ii  id  <  crtainlv  bo.. mo  a  nm-t 
fuur'-  -inu  i>\\r  ^u  donmc  t'-nk  u|i  Iho  /  >>»<  s  and 
,,n.  -•  inniv  ui  111  til  :'M!,di  tho  ivp-ul  Ih.'ii  ho  put 
\]\r    jiapi  r    dnwn,    l)nt    did    n-.t    prn.r.d    with    hi^ 


hlt.'r->  ;    h<'    -.It    i)on(i<'rinK.    'n-    •' 


rii---"d,  his 
thumb-  in  hi-  waistcoat  ariiiholo-.  \h-  wa>  >o 
drrplv  ab-nrl>rd  that  ho  quito  -tart.-d  whni  Simpson 
tapprd  at  th  ■  d<H.r  .md  aniiomi'  od  "  Mr   l-ri<  . 

l-.iiK'li-h  fathri>  and  -on>  an-  m>t  d.in<in-trati\«' 
m  their  m-ootm.i;-  ;  and  Sir  (,oc.r^,'i'  and  l^ri'-  woro  no 
,vx,  rpti-ms  tu  the  rulo  At  tho  samo  tiino  thoro 
\va-  a  httlo  nvu't  I'lhiif:  m  ^u  (io<inj;o'-  tnno  than 
lif  u-n.dl\'  -liow'-d. 

"  W'hv  h.ivrn't  \"u  JMi.krd  mo  up  ix't'.ro  ?  ""  -aid 
]]•■.  wh.n  l-.ri'  had  put  dutilul  oucpiirir.  a-  to  his 
lalh-r-  hrallh  "  1  di-.uld  ha\o  .  all.d  at  Jfrmvii 
stirct,  but  'p<'n  inv  w.ird  I  didn't  ([uitr  know  how 
1   -hould  bi'  roooi\od." 

"  M\-  dear  lathor  !  "  roniou-tr.itod  ICri.  . 
"  \l\  a  fa.  t       1  won't  -av  it  didn't  o,  .  ur  to  mo 
that  It  w.i-  v"»>  diitx'  to  mak<'  tli.'  tir-t  advaii.  «•,  but 
wrll    j.t     tliat    pa-s      yuiti'    rr,  ovi-iod    trom     the 
-jllri  t-,  o|  that  da-tardly  atta*  k.  oh  ?  " 
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"  Quit.-,  tli,inks." 

"  Ah,  nnthiuf,'  like  the  Bri^^htnn  air.  Alwavs 
inakes  nn'  feel  twcntv  prr  (  ent.  hdtrr.  I  dnn't 
think,  th'iiif^h,  that  you're  In.ikinL;  partii  ularh"  fit. 
YiMi'd  hitter  take  a  htn.t,'  rest.  South  of  Frarire, 
Nil  (\  even  Monte  Carlo,  proxidcd  you  keep  from 
phnif,'in^.     You  certainly  want  a  chan.^e," 

"  Well,  1  f(>el  that  too      In  tart  it'r,  ju-t  what  has 
bnnmht  ine  here  this  morning   " 

Want  a  '  heque,  eh,  for  the  exes  '  Don't  open 
your  mouth  too  wide  that's  all.  and  I'll  sec  what  I 
I  ,iii  do 

I'm   ii'-t   wishm;;  to  {)ut   nou   to  .in\'  e\p(n->e. 
It'-   r.ither  thf  other  wa\'  about.      I   want    you   to 
^1  t    me   somethint^    to   do     a   po>t   of    .-^omc    kmd 
1  diiu't  '  are  mm  li  what  it  is.  " 

Sir  deor^r  threw  himself  b.i'  k  in  hi-  'hair  .md 
stared  blankly  at  his  son  Had  Eri'  .i-ki  d  lor  the 
moon  he  rould  not  ha\ e  been  more  taken  .ibai  k 

What  -on  -earth  is  -this — new  (  raze  ?  '  .it 
last  he  enquired,  with  .i  pause  and  au  i-mphatir  iv>d 
l)etween  cat  h  word. 

"I  don't  see  mui  li  that'-  'la/A  m  the  notion. 
Setins  to  me  to  be  jolh'  ;,'u..f|  -vn-^e  Ini  -^iek  "f 
d''in;,'  nothing  I  want  to  (.inploy  ni\  timi'  .Jid 
k<  <p  mv  mind  i>n  npied   ' 

That  s  all  rij;ht  •  iiom;h.  .md  it  \on  hadii  t  money 
to  enjov'  yoursrit  with  I  --honld  .ii;r<''  with  \  on,  biif  " 

su  (ieor^e'-  thumbs  went  to  his  armhnlr-,  alwa\s 
1m->  fliel  when  at  a  los>  tor  argument--  or  tor  worrj., 
and  his  mouth  remained  open  lor  ^omc  >i.\  -,((^inds 
bitore  lu  spluttered  out  — "  wli.it  I  lucan  to  s.i\  i- 
that  \-ou  li.id  \our  i  hani  e  .«t  p|int\'  ol  o,  (Upitinn 
.It    s|,,,n|,|,,^f ,i|,    ,i,,,|    ,^,,,1    (lifln  t    take    It        I  hat  3 
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.ib-nliitrl\-  -one  ctbx'li'trK-.  Harf;r.i\<'  wrofp  nv 
that  the  party  v«>uldn't  w.ut  .iii\  Inncrci ,  anci  a-  vn 
weren't  available  the  A-><"  latimi  had  >el'(  ted 
aiinther   '  aiididate," 

"^ir  (irniKe'  ^  viiire  aitd  manner  >uddenl\-  .i..^-ii!n'<l 
unwunted  )leninit\-.  I:ri'  ,  liMWrxcr,  \\a>  ii"t 
linpre>>rd. 

"  Thr    be-t     thin;:,'    it     (  Miild    d-.  aid    he.       '  I 

should  ha\-e  been  a  taihue.  Bendt-  t<>r  tlv  rea-"n, 
I  L:a\e  v-iii  when  we  di>'  u-scd  the  qu'  ii"ii.  i<  \\a> 
in-!pii-,^d-)l«'  t'lr  me  \<<  run  "U  the  lim  -,  \iiii  and  Hai 
gra\e  laid  di>wn  Rut  th.il  bu>ine>-  i  de.id  ,ii>d 
buried  unle>>  an  "dd  -mile  went  "M  r  the  \i.im; 
m an'-  f.u  e  "  \mu  1.  t  ni'-  t,'e  nu'  >t\\\i  wav  .md  I. ike 
in\-  -tand  "ii  m\  "wn  |)"liti>  - 

"  Von  I  dn  ha\i'  what  pnhti'-  vn  ple.i-e  <;<>  1m!i_: 
a>  vn.  dnn  t  publii  1\-  pntelaim  th'in  It  wnuld  (!'■ 
mi-  cre.it  fl.ima.^e  with  the  part\-  what  1  mean  i- 
that  It  -  ab-ulutel\-  \it.il  that  I  di<>n!;l  be  in  Ih'  u 
best  liook-  pi->t  ii'.w  I  hf  ta' t  i-  I'M'  \<'V  tlii> 
mi>m'-nt  the  tliin;.:^  a  >ei  ri't  and  1  mu-t  ln^:  "j  \m!i 
ni>t  to  -.i\'  .1  word  \'\r  b'eii  a-k'd  '■>  -t  iinl  t"! 
^himpm-ton,  .md  IVe  a<  <  ept-d 

"  I    1  onc,'ratnlate    \ou    on    \iiui    de.  i-ion.    ,ni'l    I 
hiMrtiK    wi-li   \ou   -,tii  ■  I--,      I' iMuvd    In.,   and   li^ 
}i'  Id  out  111-  hand  whif  h  hi~  l.ilh'i  took    m  .i  mm.;'  ' 
whi(  h    wa-   a    mixture   o|    impoit.iii  •     .uid    -h.iiu' 
la'  1  diK'-- 

"  ilMiik- iiu  bo\-  I  mu-t  -a\  that  t  li<' i«<jiii  it  lou 
whieh  h.i-  bi  tn  pie-futi.l  \,\i  i-  ino-,t  uratitxim^  in<l 
tlitleruiL;  at)-olnt'l\  ■<<  1'  b<  <  n  -i!:ii' d  b-  dl 
tl;i  lir-t  pi  opji  m  th'  })la  e  l-^ut  \  on  know  a-  wo|l 
a-  I  do  that  a  n  iiui-itiou.  howt\.i  nnm'Ton^K  and 
iiiflu'  nt  lalh   -iLTH'<i,  '■  .Hi  '    In   it  -,  It.  win  an  ele<  tion. 
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Wlion  ifr  piibli'  Iv  aimnun'  cd  that  I  m  reallv 
I'liTiinp;  fiirward  tli(  red  work'l!  begin.  I  onn't 
mind  lilliiv;'  vmi.  V.vi'  ,  that  I'm  a  liit  n'r\iiu->  o\pr 
tlie  I  .uitnuiidcd  -pi^'rrh  in.ikinu,  and  hv  J''^'''.  I've 
an  id'M  :  Y<"i  -.nd  iu>t  now  that  \  on  wanted 
•-Minrthini4  to  d<>  Nmw  I  think  I  ■  an  ^.'wr  von  ;i  job, 
that  1-,  it  \nii  I  :ui'  ((>  take  it  on  Here's  thr  n^  'ion 
uiitc  !n\  -^prri  lie.  |(ir  mr,  and  i:\yc  nv  a  tew  tip^ 
hiiw  tu  m;ikf  m\'  pomt-  Tliat'-  \\w  -rrrf\  nt 
^l'(  (■'  h-makniu:,  I'm  >  'Mp  nv  <'(\  niiikitm  \niir  points 
what  do  \"on  -a\-  ? 

"  M\  d'Mi  )>.)trr.  uh-il  -^  thi>  l;(h.(1  ct  m\-  wntint: 
\(iiir  spt'c  h'^^  ?  ^'oll  don't  want  t"  !^<'  talkniL; 
wliat  \oti  1  ail  So(  i.di^m.  do  \dii  ^ 

"  Hca\en  forbid  '  Of  i  oiu-,.'.  I  know  wrjl  cn-Mqli 
\oiir  opinions  an  n't  mnu'  wor>(^  hi' k  bnt  ',  ou 
don  t  loll.iu  mr  1  don't  want  an\-  o!  \onr  prrni- 
<  ions  scntniii-nts,  of  ■  tmr^o.  XN'h.it  \on  d  do  fni- 
in»'  wotdd  bo  I  onmion-stMi-c,  -ai<'  stntf  that  no  ,<nr 
(  otild  -a\'  ,1  wdid  auain-t.  No  details  yon  know  no 
definite  poll.  \- 

"  Hedqini,'  m  fa'  t,  '  put  m  \-a\<  >\\W.  "  Some  ,dl 
it   ^ittinj4  on  the  teiiee. 

•  \'i^]\  I  aii  '  all  It  whit  voe  like  bnt  it's  the  hue 
oni  Icifier-^  CO  npon.  rh<\-  i'i'\ei  bind  themsel\-es 
to  .in\thnn:  when  mattei>  are  tops\-  t  nr\\-  as  thev 
.lie  now  .\n\\\a\-  1  should  thnik  \-oii  i  ouid  woi  k 
■  nt     om-'lnnL;  ot  th.it  smt  toi  me 

"  I'm  not  sure  There  a'c  two  wa\  >  ot  wiitniL,' 
a  -pre,  h  of  that  kind  Von  .an  sa\-  nothing  and 
mr.iu  an\thnm,  or  \ciu  ■  .m  mean  nothm.L:  and  say 
an\  thmc       \\"hi.  h  do  \  n\\  preter  i^ 

"  S-iiu'tlnni:  brtween  tli.  t\\..  Look  here  I  want 
a   spre.  h   win   h   s.i\--   nothing;   and   means  less.      It 
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mn-t  read  wrll  vnii  know.  I'm  imt  K'^^mg  tn  tni^t 
to  rep'^rt'^r'-  t;ikiiic;  dnwii  m\-  blundi'i>  and  puttmi: 
'cm  riqht  th<'  \vv>n\i:  wav  N"t  ni<\  What  I  mran 
to  ^av  i-  11!  have  "\ery  ble^sod  wnid  m  print  and 
-lip-  Kiven  t"  tlu-  paper'^.  And  I'll  l<H.k  thr'MiL;!i 
what  tlu^  pditnr>  mean  to  [)iit  m,  and  ■  ut  mit  anv- 
thinf;  I  dnn't  hk'-.  Ihaf^  how  thini,'-  arr  don"  m 
thr  '  it\  NMth  r^i'-rt-  "l  ..inp.uiv  ni<>i'tint^-,  .md  tin- 
br-t  waw  tM(..  Yo:i  )ii>t  writf  .i  >  ul.Mirl.'--,  ikhi- 
.oininittal  -petM  h.  and  Har-rave  and  III  put  in  th-- 
p.u'N  |)lnni'-  att-'rward-.  That  won't  hurt  v 'ur 
.MiiMlrn..'  will  It':-  though  what  (  on-' im.  r  ha> 
f^ot  to  do  with  iioliti( ->  da-li.d  il  I  know" 

"   lo  obliuf  von,  I'll  trv  <ind  do  -oinrtlunL;  ot  th'' 
kind.      But  I  inav  t'll  vou  it  do.-Mi  t  nv'<'t  nu  id-M 
oi  ^ettuiK  -onvthmL;  to  ...  Mip\-  in.'  pmnan'-ntlv. 
"  What'-  vour  idea  tln'ii  ?      Bn-mo^  '' 
"  '^'es.      Whv   not  "r      Von  vr   sj.rnl   all   vour   litf- 
in  th'-  .itv  and  vom  ve  done  vmv  widl,  I  >uppo>r 

■'  I  .ant  -rutn!)l.-,  but  it's  jii-t  be.  .luso  I've  don-- 
w.  !1  that  I'vr  be.  ii  abh'  t.'  brinq  von  up  a-  a  .--nth^- 
inan  V.'i.'r.'  not  (  iit  out  tor  a  man  ot  l)n-ine-s  — 
what  I  inc. in  i>  that  it  von  wi-h  to  tak^^  uj)  anvthmt,' 
\-ou'd  l).'tt.'r  uo  in  tor  th.'  Ii.u 

"  [\,  th.Mi-ht  .«t  that  and  pciliaj.-  it'-  tin-  best 
Ihm-  ,   but    |.r.  paring;   to,    ili.'   bai    i-  dw     xpr-n-ixr 

a!tiii 

•  llan-   th  ■  rxpen^e       Th.,-   bar-   a  {j;.-ii' L  manly 

pro!    --ion  ail  I  a  I'-llv  K'""i  pl^■ll1^^'  '-''i""'"  ''  ""'  ''  '^■"" 
l^rt  t..  the  t..p  ol  the  tree.      But 

Ai^am  "^11  (ie»irge  souLdit  th.-  relief  ot  hj>  wai-t- 
...at  ainiholf-,  but  tor  ..n  -  th.-v  fail-'d  him  h-' 
.  ould  -IV  notli.n:^  moil- 

Ih-'  ta  t  wa-  whil<'  \\'    had  bcm  t  Jkin;;  wUli  his 
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sun  li'  had  h-id  All'  i.i,  "  thr  wmiHii  with  the  pvO'^,'' 
in  hi-  miiiil  Ht  h.ul  i  xpci  tod  I'ri.  wduid  h.i\i- 
alhid'd  til  hii"  111  -'iiiic  wav  .uid  hi-  -iin\  -il(  ii' <• 
))ii/./l<'d  turn  rhiii  a  liiilhaiit  ^uhitinu  nt  thv 
pii/,/,li'  M,  ciiirid  t"  him.  Had  ICiii  piopuMii  to 
her?  Ilafl  di<  a'^'ptrr]  him  and  w.i-.  h<'  <a>tiiiL: 
ahi>Mt  tcf  -Miiii  thnr.4  tn  di,  \<i  eiiahli'  iiim  to  -upimrt 
.1    uit'-    vvithMul    I'Mniii-:    ni"in    hi-    t.ilh'Tp 

[I  Mil,  '   \nii  ^1  t  tci  til'   tn|i  (it  th<   tri'i',  '  it'p<  atcd 

1.11'  "    \i-         Bill    It    1-11   t    r,i-v    li>  ;^rt    tllrlr   " 

l',.i>\  r  N'M  i  It  I  a-\-  ti>  make  a  imllii'ii  'ill 
\iim  ,i\\n  liat  h'.iii  wlial '  -  (m  ]m  th'  <\\(\  <<[  ij.i>\i\'^  tn 
t  hi    liai  "-      Mmiii\  .11  main, 1:^1'  ? 

.\fai  I  iaL;r  '  Nut  i  xa' tl\  .  What  on  cartli'^ 
put    I  h.it    iiit'i   \M!ii    hi  ad  ? 

:-^ir  (iiui-r   (li\,iti(l    hi-   cxrhinw-   and   with   his 
ihnml'-  -till  111  hi-  irinh'dc-  tuHikllcd  hi-  hm^er-. 

Villi  \f  .dtiird  \iMii    mind   Mii'ii  ■'  "  >aid  Inv 

Altricd  in\'  mind  ?  1  don't  understand  \imi.  " 
"(>h,  '  I'liii'.  I  iimi',  \i>M  11' I'dn't  pii'tcnd  to  brio 
iiiiiii'  lilt  I. link  ]i'\v  I  hati'  bratiiiL;  about  the 
bu-!i  It  Hot  till  w.i\-  to  do  bu-iii'  --  V.'h.it  ot 
tin  Liirl  \iiii  urir  -wnt  upon  Alh  la  >oinet hiuf^  m 
till  "till  I  •-  I  Mppi-r  \oii  nicant  to  niarr\'  hi-r  or 
\iMi  W'Hildii  t  ha\r  m.idi  -in  h  .i  tn--  wliiii  I  pointed 
out  uh.ii  1  thonuht  at  th'-  tiini'  w.i-  \our  loHv. 
l'\>    ri  a-i'ii  now  t"  think  otlniwi-e," 

1  in  L^lad  \'ou  \'e  I  han^id  \oui   opniioii  ot   M\ -< 

Molll  I  o-r 

llumph  to  \i>A-'  \<<\\  -piak  oil'  vvoiiM  hardU' 
think  ''III  W'  I'  \\a^  aiuthdiL;  happi-n-'d  '  lla\"e 
\'im  touii'l  "lit   -h'    -  ii"t  all  \iin  thought     lir  \\a-  ? 

"  <  '  Ttaiiik-  '^''        I    li  i\  en  t  I  h.iiiL;ed  till-  li'a'-t    in 
mv  ieelin^.-5  tiiwaid:  hi  i       IM'  liie  hiyhe-^1  lOspcet 
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for   Mi>^   Muntnwo,  and    T'\i-  nr.  ,it    -vnipothv    t^r 
111!"  in  111'!'  tiTiiblf  ])(i-itinn 

"  What     tt'nil)l<'     (lo-itinn  ?      ]\d\ 
tit-dav's  paj)^r^  ? 


{■        \n\\  <(Hll 


Y.Mi  don't  tall   the  pn-sihilit v  n\   .  .iinim:  uit< 


a  ioitiinr  oi  a  niilli'ii 


I  tt'rnl>li'  dii  \iiii  .■' 


I  \va>n't  tliinkuiL!  nt  that. 


\n  :^     It 


•(  ni- 


to    nic    to    t)c    ah- iiliitih     ih 


\ri\-  thuiL;  \ou  shi'iihl  think  about.  What  I 
infan  to  -,iv  i-  tliat  it  \-ourr  r.-.iUv  >  i>ntt  inplat  ui;; 
nunrvinL;   lur   I   -^Ikui  I   throw  anv  oli-ta.  1«-  m   tlir 


wav 


"  You'i'i'  very  LTond  but  linTi-'-.  no  tpu-tion  "t  a 
niarriagi'.     Prai  tii  all\-    \vc'\i    paitid.  " 

"  Quaiicllt'd  ? 

"  No.      I  think  we  -till  n mam  tru-nd-." 

"  l).i--hfd  it  I  understand  \'<iu  \ount.;  men  " 
tx.  lainicd  hi-  lathi  r  irritably  '  In  ni\-  tun.-  \vh»n 
a  man  hll  m  lo\r  hf  h't   tin-  t'ui  know  it   and  hi- 

l- 
and  ihiri-  \'oU  wrrr.      Ni 'W  a-d.i\' -  \'iu  -hilK    -lialK' 

\>>  \>r  -wiitht-ari-,  till-  next 


pcdjilr  too  ;  tluA'  niani'd  .md  -ittlrd  (h.wn  and 


—  one  l\a\'  \ou  appear 
da\  \ou'it  i>v.\\  Iriend-  Ihr  d.i\-  alt'i  that  -In- 
i;o(-~  uut  with  anothrr  man,  and  thr  tuiirth  ila\"  -In' 
rnnif-  ba'  k  to  von  TIk  i<'-  nothmn  duniL:  .md 
tmailv  \ou   -print'  a  -nrpri-f   I'li   xnur   tanuK    and 


Iricnd-  and  anni 


niH  !■  \'ou  re  ijom:-'.  to   niarr' 


lUlC 


itht  r  gnl  nobod\'-  vvrv  luard  o!. 
I'ndtr    other    •    '■•  \im-tani  «  -     Vvu     wmdd    have 

Ihiir- 


o\'i'    a 


lant,died    at    hi-    lather's    -unimar\    oi    1 

tiiim    the    (lid    la-hioiied    -uburb.m    p'.mt    (.|    xitw. 

i)Ut    he    wa-    111    iio    niiMid    lur    j^'-tiiii^.      '"-o    h''    -aid 

taillv 
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"  Yuii  needn't  be  atraid  that  I  ^liall  make  an  a^-^ 
nt  nn'^^'lt  that  \va\-.  It  Vou  >  ant  ]o\\>  m>;  t..  wli.il 
I  want  that  i^  ^(iniethnii^'  tn  wmk  at  I'd  Ijettir 
think  unt  -(unetluni,'  tor  niv.-^elt.  I  tan^  \-  it  I 
ga\-('  np  niv  di,L;s  at  Jei"in\n  Street,  gut  rid  >>\  Davi-^ 
and  dropjitd  ^-nuiv  nt  m\'  cxpcn^iN-'  tnend-  1  niiL;ht 
\"»'ntnri'  nitun  the  l)ar.  Bnt  that  di'pmd-  ii[jun 
\uur  <  untinnnn;  ni\  alluwaiu  e  Viai'xr  liem  vrvy 
gtiod  to  im-  l)nt  1  -.nniitinic^  \vi--li  xnn'tl  put  nn-  to 
a  prai  tiral  im  c  up  itmu  Dnii't  tliink  lui  uiunihhnL:, 
l)^•l  anse  I'm  nut.      I  unK'  want  tu  lie  indcptudent" 

"  Vou'if  talking  ab-^uhitf  nun-riist-  \\'h<>  /s 
nidepcndcnt .  Your  Sm  iah^t  wlm'-,  alwaN-^  i>r<M.  li- 
nig  abdut  ecpiahty  ? 

"  \Vlii<  h  he  doc-n't  du." 

"  Ni'\tr  mind.  Take  thie\e-,  tranip-,  and  \aL;a- 
b(l^d^  L^encrallv.  Thru'  f;ame  is  to  hr  tree  nt  tlir 
hiw  but  what  happens  "'  Thes'  souietunes  kiiuw 
wh.it  -la\'erv  1^  I'll  knn;  oakum  lor  ni--tan'  e. 
What  1  mean  to  sa\"  i--  /  don't  >  all  nu'selt  nuiepen- 
dent,  although  a->  tar  a-  m\  actual  want>  ,ire  >  ou- 
1  einetl  I  need  ne'/ei"  di.  another  stroke  ot  woik 
a!isolutel\-  Rut  wliat  ha\e  1  yot  ti.  d<i?  I've 
to  koU'ii  to  thi'  j)er-.on  and  thai  person  ,  -ubsu  ibe  l.i 
tiling;-  I  don't  i  are  a  damn  about  ;  dres-,  tnr  dinner, 
a  thing  I  Inath  ,il)^olutel\-  and  I  tr\-  t.i  imagnie 
>iinp^on'--  in\  --erNJnt,  wherea--  he'-  m\'  mailer 
al)-o!utel\-  (ounng  to  vou  and  Vour  attair-  ,  as  I 
re, id  the  thmu  this  .\!iss  Montro-e  \du  were  -weet 
upon — \ou  needn't  >  outi'aiiiet  me  bei  ause  I  know- 
better  Is  lik<l\  to  be  oue  ot  the  rii  lu'-~t  Nnung 
'.voniiu  m  the  knii^dom  Do  \()U  mean  to  tell  nie 
vou're  ^oiiig  to  tlirow  awa\  a  >  haui  e  like  that  •' 

"  What  <  hani  e  ?    " 
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"  Of  -^t'l  urinti  a  big  prize  in  tlu'  nidrri.it;f  inarki't. 
I  aJnm  I  said  some  nast\'  thini^s  about  hrr,  hut 
tht'v  wtTf  based  absoliitclv  oii  what  I  read  in  tli>- 
Scorpion,  and  excrvbodv  know-,  that  the  r.iLj'il 
jMint  anv  he  tliat'll  ht-lp  to  scU  it.  Wliat  I  nii-.m 
ti.  -^av  i-.  that  at  th.it  tune  '.our  nauif  l)i-ini^  mixed 
up  witli  an  nnplea-aiit  bu-unM-,  had  <i  d«-ln'ious 
I  niiau  <t  dflfttiiou>  rtfci  t  oil  \'oui  puhtiial  .  aict-r 
and  I  telt  then  it  w.i^  my  dut\-  to  opt-n  mv  nioulh 
But  tliat  -  .dl  ovi-r  n^w  A-  tor  the  phnto-.  ui\' 
L;oo{Jne>r-,  It  dufiu'i  do  to  1)1'  toM  >fn-iti\i'  .ibiuit 
that  kind  lU  annovan.  r  D^n  l  wr  h\r  tn-da\'  lu  a 
piipftual  sfciirhht;ht  -• 

It  I  re  oUci  t  riLjhih'  \ou  t  lok  a  dilten-ut  \icw 
-i/inc  wnk-  aLjo  " 

"  C  11"' uui-taiiie-  haw  •  han^^rd  Mind  Nnii,  I 
don  t  blame  \-on  tor  bi-mt;  i  autiou>  But  a-  \>>n 
hawn't  (piaritdlrd  with  Mi>-^  Mnntio^c  thcrc'^ 
nutlunt;  to  pirxcnt  \'ou  iM-ttiui;  bat  k  nu  thr  ..jd 
t'lotim;  But  x'.iu'll  ha\'i-  to  lu-  ^m.nr  It  thi^ 
bu-inf->  lil  the  will  turn  ■  out  to  be  /ji<;/;n  //i/f'  turiuiic 
huntrivll  111-  i<iund  hii  hki  ilir  bii//n;u  alioul  a 
-uuar  1  <t-k    ' 

It  it  wiTf  [)ossibli-  1\1  hkf  t'l  ti-i'^ii  li<T  Anv- 
how  I'm  ^'iiIiil;  to  ha\'i'  a  t;ood  ti\  fjut  il'-^  \cr\' 
1  iitam  wi'  don  t  think  aliki'  ^o  I  inu-t  i^o  ni\"  uwn 
wav  I)((n't  he-itatf  to  ttll  me  ii  thi^  idci  ui  mine 
tofi  e-  \'()n  to  make  anv  >  liauL;e  I  nii-an  m  T(.;ard 
ti)    MIV    .illowaili  e." 

>.r  deort,'!'  glared  hflpo-.-l\  at  hi-  -nn  The 
wuid  was  (  omplctelv  t.iken  out  ut  hi-  -,iil>.  Imi.  - 
■-t(uial  attitude  was  another  jtrcmt  ot  the  top-\' 
tui  \  ',  doiii  of  the  times  In  thr  old  da\'-  when  tie k- 
ua-'  a  po-.-^ibility  uf  being    ut  ott  uith  a  shilling,  the 


272 


THE   EYES   OF   ALICIA 


<i»ii  it  lir  did  nut  ^^o  down  (in  his  knets  and  bei<  tur- 
Lji\(iit>s,  was  defiant,  and  went  oh  and  enlisted  But 
-i»  tar  a^  Sir  (ie<»r^e  could  see  the  i)rospert  ot  being 
j)ennili  -^  had  no  terrors  for  Erii  .  The  matter 
was  lurther  (  onipht  ated  1)V  the  fait  that  the  very 
taiilt  he  had  a<  >  u^td  hi-^  son  of  >  oninutting  he  had 
hini-.lt  liirii  t^uiitx-  of  II  auN'thing  rould  he  >  ailed 
\  ai  iliat  iiiL,'  it  wa--  hi^  own  \ii\vs  towards  Alicia 
Moutio-c  Perhaj)--  some  i  oiu'ii  tion  ot  thi^  kind 
liail  ii/rd  hun,  loi  a  look  of  i  nihara^-nient  went 
o\tr  hi>  l.i'f. 

"  No,  I  -li.i  it  make  an\'  ihauLje,"  said  he  hesita- 
tiiiL'K'  "  At  the  >ame  time  \du'd  better  turn  over 
in  \oiir  mmd  what  I'vr  suggested.  Ot  <  ourse  then; 
nia\-  l)i'  nothiUL',  m  the  st(>r\'  of  the  will.  The 
nrw-j)>ii)rr-  are  quite  capable  ot  uiventmg  hurv 
tale-  Shotddn  t  wonder  it  to-nioiiow  we  >aw 
a  1  ontradiction  ot  the  whole  thing." 

■  That's  (jiute  po>-^ible,  '  said  Eru  .  -shrugging  lui 
^hoiiidfr--  "  In  the  meantime  a-,  vou're  dead 
ai'ani>t  in\-  following  \'oiir  example,  and  i;oing  into 
till  .  it\  .  Ill  look  up  M.  Maur  and  havt"  a  talk  with 
him  about  wa\'-.  ami  mean^  ot  reading  tor  the  bar. 
lie  w.f-  I  allt  d  last  year  and  he  knows  the  ropes. 
Oih  (  luoic  let  me  hope  viui'll  siore  a  win  at  Slump- 
inL;toii  Vuu  --hall  ha\e  something  m  the  way  ol  a 
-peo  ii  111  a  d.i\'  or  two." 

"  M\-  dear  bo\-  !  Now  that's  common  sense." 
rpon  mv  Word,"  ictlected  >ir  Oeorge  when 
Mn.  had  departed,  "  I  believe  I've  got  a  better 
'  li.iiii  I  with  thr  ^lumpington  people  than  Eric 
Would  ha\i  had  "  .\  practical  business  man,  the 
ai.  lute'  t   ot   Ills  own  tortuue  "  and  all  that    ort  ol 


liuii;;  al\\a\' 


!;oe 


-.  down  Well  with  the  masses      Hi 
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m<ire  likt  themselves  than  \nur  h'  ki>h,  hii,'h- 
laliitm  dreamer-  absokitely.  That ^  \vhat>  the 
iiuilttr  with  the  hid.  He'^  had  im  ixptrieiii  r  of 
riiii.L;hin,ij:  it.  Well  I  rant  well  blame  him  tor  that. 
1  UDiider  \vhat'>  thf  truth  of  the  matter  bitwfcn 
him  and  thf  ,^irl  ?  What  a  rum  <  hap.  Didn't 
turn  a  hair  uhrn  1  Niitjgcstcd  he  miLjhl  mari\  a 
million  ot  mout-N".  Anvhow  h<'  mn^t  tjo  hi<  own 
wa\-.      I  don't  retirct  \  vv  uv.idc  him  a  gentleman." 
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CHAPTER     XX 


TI'RN'IN'.    OVFK    A    NFW    LEAF 


Fri.[.  u\  111-  vi^uliitioii  til  (leviit<- hnn-'lt  tulu-  lu'w 
aim  m  lift',  l{ri'  drti'rmiiu'tl  tw  tluiik  nt  uutlunj^ 
five  A.~  tnr  All'  la  -ln'  had  pa— id  mil  ut  lii>  lite  - 
'-ii  Iv   told  liini'-fli 

"  It  she  ronv-  into  tht'  |)M>vf^-,iun  ..t  D.uid  Ha^- 
^.ir'-^  wealth  It  will  iuld  a  .  ha|)tt'r  tn  an  \intini-.hfd 
ininauir;  bvA  a  tiiiinnr^  luirdK-  lik-'K'  tn  inraii 
praco  and  (piittiK"--'  whil''  lur  iat"ti-ti  Im-^b.md^ 
imr-uinL'  her."  hr  th'HiL^ht  "  But  what  ha-  it  ti.  do 
with  nil'  J*  rill'  sooner  f  l>ni-h  tin  whojr  hn-iiu'--. 
out  ot  ni\'  mind  thr  bctti  r  " 

He  went  down  to  thr  Ti'inplr,  looked  up  ^t  Mam  , 
Inn.  hi'd  with  him,  and  tin  Ixirrister  went  \>.i<  k  with 
]iiv  triend  to  jmiivn  ^tn-.t  Tin-  talk  with  m  Mam- 
had  t,n\fn  him  a  \-''r\'  t.iir  uli  a  ot  what  la\  lutoif 
him  it  hi-  >  arrit-d  out  In-  pi. in  ot  iiMdnR'  tor  tin    li.ii 

"Letter  tor  \oii,  -ii  jii-t  .  oiiie,'  -aid  l>a\i-^ 
whi-n  he  entered  hi-  ronin-. 

Ivrii  f^dani  I'd  at  the  em  elope  It  wa^  miiiileic-t  • 
intih'  ionimer«ial.  and  the  wiitim;  wa-^  -tift  ami 
I  ramped  Me  thnw  it  on  the  tahlr-  impatieiitlv 
Some  ot  hi-  debt-  Were  loiiL'  -taiidiiiL:.  and.  ai»|)ar- 
cntK',  a  <  reditor  had  lo,jt  patieii'  e,  ami  had  put  the 
matte!    in   the  hand-  o|   hi-  -oh'itoi.      lie  took  no 

notice     ot     the     leltel,     but      -at      llim-l'lt     down     to     'o 

thr  aitih  wilii  ^i     Maur  a  li-t  ol  tin-  bo.,k-  win.  h  he 
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would  want  for  his  preliminary  studies  in  law. 
They  would  make  a  hole  m  a  five  pound  note.  His 
banker's  pa^s-book  told  him  that  his  balan.e  was 
reduced  to  ab(»ut  that  amount,  and  his  quarter's 
allowaUi^e  was  nut  due  tor  another  wH-k. 

"  Don't  l.t  a  hvf  ixnnul  note  stand  in  vour  wav. 
I  ,t;uess  I'm  i^ood  rnuutih  for  that,"  -aid  St.  Maur. 

'■  Tliank^  old  man,  but  oiu-  ot  mv  n^w  rtxdutiwns 
i-  not  to  in(  rea-e  m\-  liabilitifs.  I  mean  to  })av 
readv  mouev  tor  ex-ervthinp;." 

"  Splrndid  ;  but  the  dn.wba'  k  to  paying  ready 
monev  i-  that  you  want  -ueh  a  deuce  of  a  Ua  of 
(  apital  to  -tart  with.     How  much  hav.-  vou  got  ?  " 

"  N'othmu  at  pre-cnt  I  -h.dl  hav.-  to  wait  till 
m\- .  h.Miuc  .nine-;  along.  In  the  mi-antime  I  >  an  gft 
thr  book-  1  want  at  tlie  British  Mu--<'um  Library,  I 
suppo->e." 

"  Ol  ^our-r.  The  Mu>eum'>  jolly  handy,  but 
« rammnig  m  that  di>tra<  ting  it-adrng-room  i-n't 
tlu'  auic  thmg  a-  ha\in!^  the  book'^  m  yoiu"  own 
dig-  I  nrxcr  1  oiild  tlo  any  real  work  at  the 
MuMMini      ->(ill  \(»n  might  ni.ik«^  a  Ingmumg  thf-re." 

"  I  don't  -ee  an\'  other  way.  The  lac  t  is,  old 
(  hap,  I  owr  .1  devil  ot  a  lot  ut  money  one  wa\-  and 
auothi-r,  and  -oiue  ot  the  next  .  heiiue  nni-t  {jo  l(. 
satisfy  tlie  nio-t  .  lamoron    ol  m\-  ■  reditor-." 

"  What'-  the  amount  ol  \-our  debt^^  r* 

"  Ha\en't  the  least  id<  a  I)a\i-  know-,  niort* 
abitut  tiiern  thaii  I  do 

He  -•.. untied  the  elr.  n  1.    l)ell  and  Oavi-  appeared. 

"  How  niii>  h  (.]<>  1  owe  f 

■  1  ,ant  tell  \MU  .itt-hand,  -u'  I've  all  the 
a'.ount-  that   lii\e  l)c .  n  -mt   m,   but   there-  more 

to  (  Mine 
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"  No  donbt.  Anvhdw  bring  what  vii  ha\(\  I'm 
f^'ding  to  turn  (-\'i-r  a  new  loat.  No  morr  rredit, 
mind.     You'll  pa\  lor  cvcrx'thing  a>  vou  uo." 

"  Yes,  sir." 

I)a\is  Ifit  ini  lined  to  -mile,  hut  In-  kept  a  vtraiglit 
tai  I-.  He  had  heard  tin-  annonui  t-nicnt  lu'twrf  - 
not .  inderd  hoin  hl-^pre-ent  master,  but  ironi  othrr^-. 
He  h-t(  hed  a  number  ot  bill>  trom  an  adjoining  ro(.m 
.■\re  all  these  unp;iid  j^  "  a-k^^d  (ira\don  with 
a  lodk  of  disinaw 

"Yes,  sir' 
Bv  ,Io\'e     almost  a  veai's  in'omt-" 

He  went  thr(»ugh  thf  pile.  Man\-  ot  the  bills  were 
re»  ords  o|  toUv  tlowcr-,  trnikets,  |i».riumes,  sixteen 
button  glo\"es  anioug  othi  r-.  One  in\'oi(  e  made 
hnn  (»peu  his  t\-f-;  It  wa-  n>r  pure  ha-f^  ni.idi-  at  an 
expeu--i\f  estctlili-hmtut  ni  Bond  Stri't  .Xniong  a 
list  ot  artii  K-s  ot  ladies'  \V(  uringappaiil,  in-nindieniit 
111  nature  ami  uses,  but  not  iiisioudii  ant  m  [>nee, 
was  a  silk  blouse  <  luux'ed  at  ten  guineas  He  tossed 
th{>  bill  o\er  to  St.  Manr,  who  laughed  when  he  saw 
the  items. 

"That's  the  bill  little  lisme  W'arrendor  ran  up 
when  I  took  her  to  A-i  ot  la-t  xear,  "  l\rii  e\[)lained 
ruetulK  ,  "  I  outound  her  ,  he(  k  I  t.ild  her  di-'iiii  tlv 
I  t  oiildnt  attord  the  i»lou-e  The  littl.-  .at  mu-t 
ha\"e  I'liue  to  the  -hop  atterwanls  ,iuil  h.ul  it  put 
tlown  to  m\-  a.  .  uunt  with  the  iist,  tliiiiknm  I 
shouhlu't  iiotri'  It  I  .ant  iM't  Mt  ot  pax'ing. 
Pel  hap-  I  ought  to  thank  m\'  hi.  k\'  -tar-  it',  no 
Woi  >e 

It  s  iili  (ill  I  let  ween  \-()u  and  liei  i-n  t  it  ? 
kathei       >he'd    lum    me    ni    -'.\     month         A 

^-.iitK    A!ii.    itiiiiiiti..tiiii.<.    111. .f..ili».i-t. .till 
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Alti>;::(  thrr,  with  what  hr  owed  hi^  tailor,  his 
liM^irr.  hi-  liattcr,  hi>  winr  merchant,  hi>  <  ipar 
d(Ml(M".  and  other-,  tn^othcr  with  the  kocp  <it  hi-^ 
poln  poTiit'>,  and  thf  lure  "t  niotor-'  <irs,  hi>  debts 
anil  unit  rd  to  o\(-r  £300,  and  hi-  allow. uto  wa^  {300 
a  vcnr 

"  Ti'ddw  do  \oii  ri'int^Tibor  what  S\dnrv  :^inith 
-aid  abont  pax'int:;  r' adv  monev  ? 

"  (  an't  sav  that  I  do  " 

"  111-  ad\ii  (■  wa-  alwa\-  do  it  beransr  it  -  -in  h 
a  •  h»(  k  upon  tin"'  im.ii^mation.  I'lu'  -ooncr  I  -tart 
th<'  bettor.  To  brpm  with  I'm  ;;*iini;  to  i,'i\c  up 
the-i'  1  h.unbcr-." 

"  1  thouf^ht  t!u\-  -nit(-d  \ -n  down  to  tin   ;;roiind  " 

"  So  thev  do,  but  tlK'\-  (  o^t  t(»o  nni' h  I'm 
thmknii^  oi  ining  111  -oine  quut  •  oimtrv  pla( f 
wIkm'-  1  -h.m't  bi'  mterrnptt'd    " 

"  Vou   wnn  t    like   it.      I   -lioiiid  have   thought 
r\<  u-r  me  lor  -aviiiL'  -o     that  what  happoni^d  the 
l.i-t  tiino  voii  wriit  nut  ot  town  woiild  lia\e  -polled 

\oll    \ny    ttlr    I.  oliut  r\      ' 

draxdon  pinched  hi-  li|i-  together.  Mr  wi-hed 
St.  Maiir  h.nl  not  l»roML;ht  tlio  nnplea-aiit  L'.\l)ridL;e 
t  pi-^dilc  tn  in ,  mmd,  \\  h'li  h''  w.i  -  d"iii^  all  he  ■  011  Id 
t"  ■  lu-h  e\.  lAthiii;:  iImI  i">ir  thr  lomote-l  de::'  ■• 
np'Mi  In-  a--i"  i.ition  w  it  h  .\Ii'  1.1 

"  A  thniL;  "I  tliat  -oit  ilo!>n  t  happm  twf  <  to  thr 
!-.imi  {w|  -nil  '  hi  ii  jnuii'd  "  At  al!  i\  ent  -  wtii  th<T 
I  dii  nil  iipmi  ,1  louiitiA  "I  a  town  hto  I  inti  nd  t" 
(  \i  li.in;:e  the-e  diL^^iii::-  li'i  oiii'  tlunu  nni'  li  ■  In  a- 
pn  l|n\\  111. d'  11.  r  ,1111  I  tn  l:i  t  1 1(1  -•!  th.it  bmd'  n  ' 
poiiilnu:  tn  thi  jiili  nt  hiib,  "null'--  1  make  an 
(  Unit  to  retniii  h  :'  .\liradv  -oiitr  nt  the  bi'Lii^ar-  art 
gcltmg  na>t\       Here  ^  iiumbtr  one." 
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He  took  up  tlip  '  omni'T'  ial  lonkiii;,'  h^tt'T  with  the 
stirt  ff)rnial  haiidwritiii},'. 

"  It  dorriu't  matter  wlinni  thi^  i>  tnnn.  I  know 
very  well  ther(-'ll  be  the  u-^iwil  '  w.'  are  iti>tnii  ted  to  ' 
do  >oniethin;4  implea-^ant,  in  it,  ' 

He  t(»ssed  the  letter  on  tlie  table  It  fell  with  the. 
flap  side  uppermost,  and  hr  i  au;,:lit  -!i,dit  oi  the 
name  "  Perrv  and  Latimrr."  He  hesitated  a 
moment  ;  then,  with  an  "exeiise  me  old  i,hap.  "  he 
took  up  the  letter  agnin  and  opened  it. 

"  Dear  >ir,"  it  ran,  "  we  shall  he  f,:re<itl\-  oblij:;ed 
if  \on  will  I  all  upon  us  at  vour  earlic_4  (  ninenienrp. 
We  wibh  to  I  onfcr  with  \'ou  in  reference  to  Mi-s 
Montro>c.  Y'lu  lia\e  doubtles-  ^cimi  the  statement 
m  the  papers  that  the  Lite  Mr.  Ilat^Li.ir'  will  has 
bren  fonnd.  Yours  obedientlw  Perrv  and  L.iti- 
mer." 

Do  what  111'  would  to  i;ct  free  from  the  bonds 
whieh  his  A'  qnaint<in«('  with  Alii  i.i  had  <  a^t  about 
him.  it  was  <  l(>ar  that  es'  ape  was  not  ^o  easy  a^  Ik; 
imagmed.  He  handed  the  letter  to  St  Maur,  who 
read  it  and  handed  it  bai  k  without  a  word  of 
I  omment 

"  \\'ell,  you  sa\-  nothin.cr,"  remarked  (ir,i\don. 
"  What  do  von  think  ?  " 

What's  the  j;ood  of  mv  tlnukint,'  ?  I'Aer\one 
imist  manage  his  altair^  in  hi-  own  t.i>liioii.  All  I 
nei'd  s;iy  i>  tliat  b\-  Pi'ir\-  anil  L.itimer  writini;  \ou 
the\-  e\identl\  im,ii;ine  \ou're  >till  int'i  esfcd  \n  the 
ladx"     and  1  >hould  think  the\-  were  riL;ht." 

In  .1  w.iy,  \-es,  .md,  in  spite  ot  the  \.v  t  that  \\e'\(r 
cigreed  to  -ay  f^ood  b\-e." 

St.  Maur  went  on  sinoknif.;  hi^  i  if^aretti  rpneth  . 
It   i-  the  wa\-  of  miMi  when  tlii\-  talk  ot  love  at1;4irs 
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to  fibserve  ivti<ence.  "  Ihe  rontidcLiit  li-tt/us  and 
sav-  nothing  unle:,-  he'.-^  asked  dire<  tly  for  liis 
opinion,  and  even  then  his  lansiiag*^  i>  ^nuirded. 
With  women  it  \r,  dittennt.  I'hey  are  ail  runosity, 
and  never  s<:ruple  to  a>l<  qu<\->tion^  and  proffer  snp»-r- 
fluous  advice,  L,'enerally  m  tlio  f«)rin  ot  ^tatmj,'  wliat 
thcv  wonld  do  nnder  similar  rirrum^tan'  es. 

"  Vu>,"    >aid   Gravdon,    In^   I've-,    hxed    -steadily 
on  the  fin'.      "  There  was  nothing  else  t(»  be  done  but 
>av  good-bye.  " 
St.  Maiir  nodded. 

"  There  were   reason^  — power tnl  reason 
made  a  parting  imperative." 

"  Mv  dear  'hap  von  needn't  take  the  tronble  to 
jnstity  either  voiux'lt  or  Mi>.-^  Moutio-,c.  A>  the 
affair's  ended  nothing  mote  need  be  said. 

"  I'm  not  sure  it  is  ended.  Perry  and  Latmn  r's 
letter  -eeuis  to  suggest  new  ( omplnations.  lo 
make  a  <  onte>sion  to  von,  Tcddv,  whv  Tm  anxions 
to  take  up  a  prote-sion  is  be<  anse  I  want  t<i  keep  my 
mmd  hxed  on  matters  other  than  those  (  oni  crning 
Miss  Montrose  ,  and  so  prevent  mv  making  a  t.M.l  of 

mvselt." 

"  It's  as  well  to  avoid  doing  that  if  vou  <  an, 
rejoined  St.  Manr  dnh  "  But  in  su.  h  a  matter  as 
love,  t.H.li-hnessdor.n  t  alwavsdeprndu|>onom'M'll. 
riir  imknown  (piantitv  -W(.man  ha-  to  be  iv.  k- 
oiH'd  with.  Ill  vour  (a-',  no  doubt,  tli'-  .  ip  nin- 
>tan-cs  were  exrci)tional.  It  mn-t  t)e  <leuM(i 
nnpleasant  to  have  the  newspapers  trotimu  von  out 
a-  a  valuable  asset  at  everv  .ivailab'e  .•p[)ortunit v. 
Hie  dis.  over^-  ot  the  supposed  Will,  ioi  lu-tanie, 
at  Basmg-toke.  01  .  (.ur-e  vonve  n<iti(  ed  that  tlio 
whole  storv  ot  the  murder  has  been  raked  up  .u\^\  m 
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si'ino    of    thf    ii<  I  oiints    vnr    nanir    hasn't    hvn\ 

{nr,U<itt(Ml." 

"  I  know,  hut   I  didn't  read  any  n|  thtnii.     I'm 
si(  k  <'t  the  whole  thing." 

That,  of  I oursf,  1 1  an  nnder.^tand.  But  >uppos- 
ing  the  girl  <  amt>  into  a  big  lortunc  wouldn't  that 
make  a  dittoromc  in  \'our  views  ? 

Not  an  atom,  "  snapped  (ir.i\(lon.  "  Some 
day,  Tt:dd\-,  wh<'n  the  affair  has  taken  it>  pla-  e  in  the 
long  li-^t  ot  un>ol\('d  mv^terie>,  I'll  t(  11  you  the  btor\- 
ot  All'  la  Montrose,  so  tar  a>  I  know  it  She':-  a> 
mui  h  a  j->rof)l('m  to  me  a>,  anybody  But  at  the 
pre-^ent  moment  I'm  dumb.  Don't  let'>  talk  any 
mor(>  <ib<iut  it.  What  >hall  we  do  ^  stroll  to  the 
rlub  and  ha\'e  a  game  at  '  >nooker  ?  '  I  don  t  know 
a  better  way  ot  di-tra(  ting  one':^  thoughts  th.in 
'  snooker.'  There>  a  lot  of  human  nature  about  thr 
game.  It  proves  the  truth  ot  the  maxim  th.it 
th''re  >  '  sfuiKthing  in  the  mi>tortune  of  (Mir  dearest 
friends  that,'  etcetei.i,  etcetera   ' 

St.  Maur  had  no  objei  tion  and  the  tv,-.  uhiled 
away  an  hour  until  dinner  time,  but  (traxdou, 
usualK  a  capital  "  --nook'T  "  pl,i\-er.  did  not  mio\\- 
hi-  '  u.-tomar\  torni  Truth  to  tdl  he  wa>  thinking 
inoic  about  .Mil  i,i  than  ot  ;;rtting  hi-  .id\rr>arv 
into  flittic  nltu'-. 

Sorr\  to  trouble  \-ou  Mr  (iravdou.  -aid  P'ir\' 
the  next  unMuini;  when  \'.v\i  i  ailed,  "  but  the  fa' t 
i>  we  re  in  a  (htti'  ult\-  W'e  want  to  know  wlifi'' 
Ml--  Moutro-e  1-  to  be  foup.'l  "-he  -eem-  to  li.ive 
gone  ti.>ui  \iiie  fott.ige.  Iiut  we  ha\ '  11  t  had  a  liiu- 
from  he;  to  uotit\-  u-  ot  her  eIi.inL;c  'it  ,iddre  — 
W't  thought  peril, ip-  \  ou  mi!j;ht  m\e  u>  ^(unc 
intormatioii.  " 


'jh^ 


"  Whv  -hMiild  vu  think  tli.it  "r      I  kimw  n<>  uvnr 

"  But  yen  \v<-nt  duwn  to  L'xbrul.^f  t<>  .-<■<•  li'T — 
at  Ica-^t  -.')  we  a^^Mnlrd  tiv  tin  da-t.udh-  .itt.i'k 
made  npnu  \-  n\  in  that  neiKhbrnirliood.  -Ma\  I 
ccn^ratnlatr  von  on  vour  iiro\(M-v  ^  B\  tlic 
wav  havo  the  poh' <•  ,^ot  upon  tlir  tra^  k  o|  the 
luttian.-  vtt  ? 

"  I  beliexc  not ." 
"  Did  von  I  all  at  \'inr  Cottar,''  ?  " 
"  Not  until  1  \va-  well  mou^h  to  1<  a\c  thr   hos- 
pital.     I  wa-  th'  n  told  that  Mi->  MontroM'  liad  ■^'<ur- 
to  Brighton." 

■  Yf-,  that  \va-  what  we  al-o  asecrtamcd  !>ut  the 
intoimation  Wci-  too  \af:;ue  to  a' t  upon.  We 
prot'  M-ed  wiitin^'  to  vou.  We  had  verv  >  arlv  ui-w- 
of  tli<'  poi  kctl'ook  Ixinu  tound  The  poh.  <\  --ri m- 
our  n.inv  nn.ntionrd  in  Mr.  Hap«ar'>  -traim<>  httei , 
wir.d  u-  and  I  went  down  at  oni  <•  to  Ba>inL;--t'ike. 
I  >aw  thr  lettiv  and  th-  will  whi' h  app-inuitlv 
are  m  the  late  Mr.  Ha^^'^ar'.-.  handwritin.u  hut  the 
autliontu:^  would  not  yive  th<un  up  until  thev  had 
bivMi  ;^erii  bv  the  >i  otland  Yard  people,  ,ind  I  had 
to  .(Mitrut  ni\-rlt  with  ■  ojiie-.  >rntland  Y.ud 
p.,,ini-''-,  I  -hall  ha\o  po-.M--ion  ot  the  oii;:iua)- 
m  tilt  I  our-e  (»t  to-d,i\-  jiid  th'U  we  -hall  b(  abl''  to 
probo  into  the  luatti  r  In  the  ineantun'  it  i-  ot 
th(  ';re.ite>t  import. line  that  we  ^hollld  .m  r  Mi  — 
Mont  ro-.e." 

"  I  don't  doubt   It." 

Mr.  r.'rr\-  had  I'-pl;  ai,'o  -umm-'d  up  tlu'  po  ition 
o|  altair-  betwcm  (.ravdon  and  All' la  and  h<'  vv.i- 
rath<'r-urpri-'d  .It  In- \  i-itoi  ,  mdilteK  le  >  .  I  nl'  - 
th.v  had  (luanelled  ^urelv  it  woidd  have  been  but 
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Jiuinan  had  flic  \oinif;  man  >lio\vii  some  inter«^>t  in  the 
id<  t  th.it  tli(  ladv  whom  he  had  a  pjood  chan'  o  of 
wimiim:  \va-  likdv  to  he  m  possession  of  a  hii^o 
loituii''.  But,  -o  lar  a>  the  lawyer  <  ,,iild  sec, 
(ri.ivdon  wa^  quite  iini  oik  crncd. 

"Do  I  ^iithrr  th.it  you  haven't  >ceii  oi  had  any 
I  oirimuiU' ation  with  Mi»  .Moiitror,c  sm.o  >hc  left 
Vine  Cottaf^c  ?  •■  ^uid  Mr.  Perry. 

"  1  met  her  oiim'  by  accident  near  rharin;^  rro>s, 
and  the  probabilitv  is  that  she  may  be  stavinf<  at 
some  hotel  (.r  boardinj^'-housc  in  the  neighbour- 
hodd.  ' 

"  Then  >lie  didn't  ^'ive  \-ou  her  addre>.>  ?  " 

Xo.  nor  did  I  ask  her  for  it." 
"  Pardon  me  for  puttini;  the-c  (pie-»ion>.      Did 
\ou    have   any    >  onversalion    with    Mi.-,:,    .Montro^e 
about  Mr.  Haggar's  will  ?  " 

"  Certainly  not.  It's  quite  a  week  ^in<  e  I  >aw 
her  and  the  will  hadn't  been  found  then.  I'm 
afraid  I  <  an  t  help  you  any  further,"  said  (jravdon 
risinj:;;. 

"  Ju-t  one  moment,  Mr.  Craydon  are  yon  likely 
to  s«_'c  Mi>-  Montrose  again  .•'  " 
"  Quite  impossible  for  me  to  say." 
"  Should  \-ou  do  so  may  I  ask  yon  to  write  u>  ? 
()t  <  our  c  there  is  a  (  han<  e  of  our  hciring  from  her 
dirc(t.  As  the  will  and  the  letter  lia\-c  been 
published  she  may  see  them  m  the  papers  and  no 
(loul)t  it  sM  ,hcll  write  or  call    ' 

"  And  it  she  d:'esn't,   what   then  ^  " 

"  The  matter  remains  where  it  is.      We  must  have 

her   instructions.     But    the   fir^t  thing  to  do  is  to 

.satist\-   ourschos   that    the   will's  genuine  and   we 

can  t  do  that   until  wn  ha\"e  tlie  dn(  n.nv.'ifs  \n  ^nr 
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p^^^e^r-l<>n.       It     wmild    \idVC    >.l\'f(i    ,l    ;,'<>(. d    dt'dl    "t 

tr.. libit"  il  pi'or  Mr.  Hcigt,'ar  had  t.'iitni-t(d  u>  with 
the  matter  but  I  -.u-;i<.''t  bv  thr  dat(^  ut  the  Irttcr 
that  ht"  niilv  made  up  hi-  mind  at  the  last  iik. incut 
and  had  not  time  to  'all.  A:,  it  i^  wv'vc  not  onlv 
tr.  find  the  lei,'ate.'  but  th''  \vitiu'-s.>s  ,i-  well.  I've 
made  enquiries  at  the  ICmpre^--  Hotel  and  hnd  that 
both  the  man  and  the  woman  have  left.  Advei  ti-e- 
mentb  asking  them  to  eome  here  appeared  in  tin-, 
morning' -^   papers.     Perhaps  von   ^a\v   them." 

Erir  dravdon  stood  slowlv  dangling  his  umbrella. 
He  had  one  or  two  questions  m  hi>  mind  he  would 
like  to  a-k  the  lawver  but  he  wa>  urn  ertam  how  to 
frame  them  lest  it  should  be  thoui^ht  he  wa^  a<  tuated 
bv  men  enarv  motives. 

"  Lfiok  here,  Mr.  Perry,"  -aid  he  at  last,  "  Mip- 
pobing  the  will  turns  out  to  be  genuine " 

"  lix' use  me,  .Mr.  Graydou."  interposed  the 
solicitor  putting  the  mouthpieee  o(  the  flexible 
-peaking  tube  to  hi,  ear.     The  whistle  had  sounded. 

"  Yes  ?  " 

Gravdon  had  hi-  eves  ftxed  on  Perry's  faee  and 
saw  It  (  hange  at  the  message  whi<  h  had  (  ome  from 
the  outer  office. 

"  \  most  extraordinarv  piei  c  ot  lu'  k  Mr. 
dravdon."  (>X(  laimed  Perrv.  "  Miss  Montrose  has 
1  ailed.     Would  you  like  to  see  her  ?  " 

"  N'o.      I'd  better  not." 

"  Verv  w(-ll,  '  rejoined  the  lawver  in  a  tone  of 
;-urpri-e.     "  You  know  vonr  own  busine-s  best." 

"  Wli.it  I  shnulii  like  to  d<i.  Mr.  Perrv,  would  be  to 
(  ,U1  again  m  about  an  hour'.-  time.  I  don't  want  to 
know  anvthiug  about  the  bu-mess  you  and  Miss 
M, ,„*,■.>-,•.  m  .M  i-ii\-,->  t,.  di.,in--      It  i-n't  that  at  all. 
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Sho  W.I.  iiMt  I.M.kiiic;  wrll  ihi^  l.iM  tiuv  I  r,.i\v  hor, 
aii'l  [in  ■tiixinii.  1.,  kiiMw  hn\v  <hc  is.  And.  "  h>^ 
adfir-1  lic-itutin-h-.  "1  rlarcav  vm  <  .m  Knc>s 
tn>m  ii<i  l(.(,k-  wh.fhcr  -lirs  worried  I  d^n  t 
inia-ui.  -lie'-  likth-  to  tdl  \nn  I  ^h.uild  ho  i^dad  to 
hear  wluit  \n\\  think.      I)..  \  on  nndcr-tand  ?  " 

"  f"''*"  <'v-'  Mi  IVnv  ^.^lam  ed  at  (.ravdon 
rn.]nninKi\-  .ind  .iddrd  :  "  ,\,.  vMi'd  rather  nnt  >ee 
the  ladv  I'd  better  I.  t  v-.n  ont  at  tnv  privat.'  d-nr. 
^"  tor  th.'  next  hr.nr  (iravdon  pa(  ed  up  and  down 
the  qnict  repoM'Inl  \\\dk  <A  drav'.-^  Inn  (fardens 
between  Warui.  k  Cinrf  and  The'-bald'^  Rnad. 
He  -.va^  i^reatlv  a,L:itated  and  hi>  inind  w.i-  torn  bv 
dnnbi>  Thr  l.iv  e  he  was  trying  t(.  kill  had  -nddenlv 
spnin;^  '"  lit'-  and  it  :,eemrd  Usclc-.-  to  jtru;:sle  with 
it  an\-  lon^^'cr. 

rndonbtidl\-  h--  was  nt  a  ddemma.  A' .  nidin;:,' 
t'-  Aheia  he  wa^  m  "  danger."  ,>he  wa:^  anxion> 
about  hi^  "  >ate'v.'  Her  fear,  rould  only  point 
to  one  person  the  man  whom  ^he  had  .aid  ^ho 
had  married.  But  it  he  were  m  danger  tnmi  th.- 
lellow  what  about  hersoli  ? 

It  was  tin.-,  appreheii.-ion  < oneerning  her  alone 
whi(  h  had  made  him  a^qniesee  in  her  earm'-t 
entreaty  th.it  thev  dionld  say  good-by,\  Sne  e 
then  h«-  had  tormented  him-elt  a.  to  whether  he 
hael  dour  n-ht.  Ou-ht  he  to  have  lelt  her  to  the 
tender  UK  r.  K  ,  o|  a  -  oundrel  to  whom,  unhappil\-. 
>he  wa-^  bound  b\-  law  ?  Wa.  not  .  hi\alr\-,  wa,  not 
humamtv.  hi-h.T  than  >  legal  tie  where  tiuu-e  wa> 
""  l'>\e  ?  Was  ii,,t  t'  saeivdne.s>  '  ,,!  marria-e 
a  delusion,  ,1  iiadition  ot  the  past,  when  prie.ls 
reigiird  supreme  'r  \\  two  people  liked  to  re^'ard 
their  nidrnaqe  Irom  thi^  ni>int  o!  view  !pt  *hr:^.  .i... 
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-i>  bv  all  means,  but  apart  iiwiii  prrsciial  .  ..n-idiTa- 
tiuii>  there  was  nothing  sarn  d  about  tlir  niarria^e 
tic  or  whv  >hould  refji-^tcr  otYii  cs  be  .•-tabli-lied  ? 

Anvwav,  ("rravdon'^  tli<ori^iuL'  or,  this  \-i'Xi-d 
(jut-tiou  did  but  little  towards  -.olviu.;  th<-  pra^  ti.  al 
probhni  a-  to  hi-  rudit  >  our-o  ol  a'  uou,  and  hi- 
wa-  -till  111  doubt  wlitii  tiif  '  lo(  k  ol  Holl),,ni  Tnwu 
Hall  told  that  the  hour  \f  had  uim-u  hiiri-<-li  had 
txpiri'tl.      ili^  rrtiirued  to  tlu'  -oli>  itor-  ottii  e. 

"  Mr.  Perrv  -aid  I  wa>  to  show  \'(iu  into  hi-  room, 
sir,"  >aid  thi'  i  lerk  without  ,L,u\in,LC  him  time  to  -peak. 

"  1-  the  lady  1  lett  with  Mr.  Prrrv  i^^>w  ?    ' 

"  1  don't  know  sir.  All  Mr.  INrrv  told  m<-  wa- 
that  he  wished  to  see  \-i!U  diix-i  tl\-  \-ou  .  aine.  Ill 
tell  him  vou'ie  here," 

Graydon  lollowvd  the  >  lerk  who  threw  open  the 
duor  marked  "private"  and  anuoum  ed  him. 
(ira\-dou  filtered,  walked  round  the  ->  ro  n  -urrouiid- 
in^'  the  door  and  loun,d  him--ell  tat  e  to  la.  c  with 
Alieia. 
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There  was  niKinfnt.ir,-  t'lubarrassment  on  boih 
sides.  Cfravdoii  aw  that  Alirja  Ijv  her  start  ot 
asto'.iishniciit  wa^  a^  htt>  pn-paied  tt,  >t'f  him  as  lit' 
was  t(i  sfi-  her 

I     bfg     \.Mir    pardcii.     1     didn't     know    ■     " 
<iia\dop  was  l)c;^nnuiiL;  when  Mr.  P.-irv  intiipo-ed 
It's  all   riLiht,  Mr.  Gravdon       (  onie  ni       Don't 
s' old  ni<'  tor  not   warniuL;  Mi—   Monti' <-..•  that   \-oii 
might  .  all." 

I'o  attem])t  anv  tormahtv  would  have  been  but  a 
tare  e.     (ira\-doii  went  up  at  on(  e  to  Ali'  la 

rhi.  is  not  oi   mv  seeking,"  said  he  in  a  low 
Vol'  e      "  I  hopr  \ou'ie  not  oti'onded  " 
"  No.     Whv  ^h.nild  I  be  ^    ' 

I  he\'  looked  into  ea^  h  other's  e\'es.  Solii  itude, 
(|ne-,tionint,',  w<  iv  written  in  his  ;  anxietv,  worrv, 
di-lii--  111  her  rill-  iiinembraiiie  ot  her  word- 
"  I  lo\c  voii,  J-.iii  "  w.,;,  ;u  that  moment  \i\id  in  his 
"uiid       Ills  \ni,  <•  trembled  ^hghtlv  as  \\r  >aid  : 

Vonr.    ii.it    lookiiiL;   well,      lias  an\-thin  ;   h.iu- 
pened  ? 

Xothiii-       I  \,    breii  a  htth-  out  ot   >orf<       It's 
ot  111.'  impoitan.  .'       1  hofn   in  be  betti-r  sim.h" 

ii<-  Wondered  It  hr  h.id  i)p,Mi  troubled  bv  her 
hnd)and,  but,  of  inin-..'  --m.  h  a  i)iii-tion  tli'ii  was 
impossible. 


ALICIA'S   DETERMINATION         287 


■I 


During  their  interchange  of  words  they  had  quite 
forgotten  the  lawyer.  Perry  reminded  them  of  his 
presence  bv  an  apologetic  cough.  Thev  at  once 
turned  to  him. 

"  Sit  down,  Mr.  Gravdon,"  --aid  hn.  "  I  ha\e 
tliought  it  was  advi'^able  to  ha\'r  vuur  a?si>tance  at 
a  httli^  Iriendlv  « duiit  il.  I've  not  a^k^'u  Mi--, 
Mi»ntro>.e's  permission,  but  I  du  so  nnw  Ma\-  1  tdl 
Mr.  Gravdon  of  \'()ur  re'^dhc  ? 

Yes,  please  do.  I  wuuld  rather  iu  -huuhi  !:nw\v 
tn-ervthini;." 

Tlieri'  was  unmibtakeablc  relief  in  the  >  nn-.tr. lined 
position  in  .Mii  i.i'-;  ready  >  on>ent.  iri''~  t.u  e 
lighted  u[).  1  hat  consent  -^eeined  -.oinehww  i,,  ~a\- 
that  their  \ow  ot  .ep.ir.it  ii/ii  wa-  imt  tirnil\'  r<H)ttil 
in    her    heart. 

I.i't  lue  1(11  \'uii  then.  Mr  Gravdon,  tli.it  Mi~- 
.Montrose's  objei  t  iii  <  oinini^  here  is  to  dec  Ku,- 
positi\tlv  that  m  the  e'Veut  ot  Mr  Haggar-^.  will 
pnixiiit;  to  be  genuine  and  \alid,  -lit-  will  not  toih  h 
one  peiin\-  lit  the  rnone\  to  \viii>  h  she  w  ill  be  entitled. 
I'x'e  endea\dnred  to  persuade  her  tu  alter  In  r  deter- 
iiiin.ition,  and  I'vr  told  her  ^he'~^  tar  too  x  n-iti\c, 
but  inv  arLinnients  have  been  iina\Mihiii^  .tiid  it 
oi  I  Hired  to  nie  that  \dii,  .Mr  Gi.ix'dun,  woiihl  be 
more  sui<~esstul       Knowing;  lh.it  \du  w<ie  abniii  to 

>  .ill.    I    t(»ok    the    lll)ell\    ot    det.iinni;.^    Ml    s    Mi.nllo-r 

on  oil.    (Xc  Use  and   the  other,   iiniil   \dii   >  .iimv      I 

hopr    I    Vf   the    t(/|^|\Cli(ss   ut    \H11    both   " 

\  "11  ha\  e  nil  111    with  all  in\'  In  ,ii  t .       1 1.  .1  <  ii.i\ 
doll    his  'jKiii'  e  re^tiiiL,'  oil  .\lr  i.i,  tn  w.it^  h  the  (  tiect 
ot   I  he    .oil.  ilor  s  woiils 

No  doubt   \oii  did  It    t'.i    the  be  -I  aid   All    ii 

liei   r\e-   .  ast   down       "   It      i)uit''  tin--       Mi.    Pe!i\- 
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has  ( (Piroi  tlv  -^t.tted  what  i>  in  inv  mind  with  rr,t<ard 
to  wliat  ma\-  hapjx-n,  but  I  (an  hardl\-  beliove  it. 
Tlifr.'<  not  thr  >lii:,'hti-st  reason  \vh\-  Mr  Hacear 
slioiild  ha\f  bcfii  so  ^fcneroiis." 

"  1  don't  AiiTi'r  witl)  \-ou,  ?Nli->s  Moutrosp,"  said 
till-  Kiwvi  T  "  In  tho  tat  r  <  t  Mr.  Haijpar'-  K-ttcr  - 
alwavs  -iip[>o-.in;^  tlial  to  b"  L'cnuiru'  a!-o,  and  I 
ri;dl\'  -I'l'  III.  .  aux'  toi-  thnikum  ot  licrwi-f,  tor  wlio 
K.uld  lia\r  wnttiii  -u.  li  .i  li-ttrr  but  lir  '  tluT<-'s 
UotliniL;  ontra.tieous  in  thr  la^  t  that  he  -houkl  h-ave 
\<.n  hi-  wtahh  The  >  oii\-cr-ations  I  ha\r  had  with 
Mr  Ilaeirar  on  [\u-  ^nbjfi  t  ol  lii^  will  ari  cntinlv 
(  oiitn  ni.itoi\'  ot  this  view 

"  I  know  nothinu;  abuut  that,  '  ex.  laiint-d  Alb  ia 
ai^^itatt-dh'  "  The  l.ttt-r  i^,  I  siippo-'.  what  I  mit,ht 
lia\c  cNprt  ted,  luit  whv  ilid  In  write  it  ''  \\r  had 
-.liil  all  there  wa-  to  be  -aid  at)ont  the  matter.  It 
was  unnei  e-.sar\-,  and  now  that  it  has  been  publi-hcd 
lor  all  the  World  to  read,  it  has  mtih  I'hI  a  (  niel 
injustice  un  nie  uhrh.  at  hast,  I  ini.i-ht  ha\-e  Ixmmi 
spared  Ine\cr  ne\'cr  ,i,M\-e  Mr  llat^^nir  the  slii,dit- 
t'st  ell'  oura!4einent .  I  ne\-er  de.  ri\-ed  hini  as  to  niv 
It'eliiii'^-  ^'ou  d(»n't  tlinik  that  ot  nie  do  \-on  '  "  slie 
I  ried,  tnrniii^  suddenK'  to  (ira\'don 

Nm       Von  aie  iiK  .ipable  «•!  df.  eptinn    ' 

"  Thank  \.mi  t,,r  siiviiu'  that  Hut,  Mr  I'errv, 
Ntai  haven't  -tated  .///  in\"  obje.  tioiis  li  ~  terribh* 
to  thnik  I  shuuhi  i)enetit  b\-  pom  Mr  flatiK'-'"  ^ 
lif.ith  1  I  ant  tor!;et  how  h  died.  I  ne\<'r  ^/uill 
liiiLiet.      No  one  kimw-  tin   auoav  (  \'<'  none  thiiaiLdi 

bil,    in\-eil         l'\e   sonietline-   thoindit 

^he    -tol)ped         The    whll'     lips    (pliVered    aiid    tiiat 

loiik    i\  teriiii  whi'h  laii    lenii'mberf-d  -o  well,  i  aine 
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"  It's  impusMiblf  not  to  rc^pci  t  nmut  inntix'fs  :u\d 
t(j  svnipatliise  with  v<'U,  Mi-^s  Muiitrt^t',  '  said  the 
?oh(  it(ir  grntlv.  "  At  the  sami^  tiinr  th'  re  is 
surh  a  thiiif,'  as  being  over  »(:rupuh>us.  What  do 
y<m  think  Mr.  (jraydon  ? 

"  Miss  Montrose  is  qnitc  rip;ht,"  said  Krii  steadily. 

"  That's  y<»ur  opinion  is  it  ?  It  will  make  no 
diilerente  in  ri-gard  to  the  law  oi  the  ni.itti  i  what- 
ever v«>u  may  both  think.  If  the  will  shonld  tnrn 
out  to  be  all  ritjht  tlic  money  will  bdoni^  to  Miss 
Montrose  wht^ther  >hc  likes  it  or  not.  You'll  have 
to  give  ns  iiistnu  tioiis  what  you  intend  to  do.  You 
can't  repudiate  what  i-  yours  by  law  without  deter- 
mining what's  to  be  done  with  it.  You  may  say 
'  I  won't  have  it  ;  I  won't  toii<  h  it.'  Well,  that 
doesn't  alter  the  position.  Dixidcnd-^  tall  due  in  the 
usual  wav  and  we  shall  send  th<'m  to  you  a  we  are 
bound  to  do — that  is  il  we're  appointi-d  trustees. 
Now  we'ri'  on  the  subje<  t  ol  the  will  I  may  say  that 
thrre'^  an  oinirsi,,n  whu  h  -trikc^  nie  a-  (  uriou^. 
No  ini'iitioii  is  made  ot  an  cxfi  utir.  .\^  a  rule  Mr. 
Haggar  was  mo^t  meihodi' al,  but  I  supi>o-M'  his 
mind  was  so  di-turbed  he  torgot  this  soiufwhat 
important  point.  rriistt-L-s,  ot  i  oursc,  will  have  to 
be    appointed.  ' 

"  Dtx'sn't  it  strik.'  you,  Mr,  Perry,  that  all  thi-. 
talk  is  ratlur  prematuri',"  said  (iravdon  "  \'ou 
haven't  got  the  dot  umtMits  \v\  you  know.  Thi  re '.-. 
a  lot  to  be  doni'  betori'  Miss  Montro>e  is  tailed  upon 

to  give  her  dr^  l>lon." 

"  ^hat■^  so,  but  \oK  must  undiTr-tand  that  .Misa 
.Moiitro--e  (ailed  lure  lor  thf  expir.-,>  purpose  >>\ 
letting  me  know  hrr  mti'iitioii  ,  ami  thtrr  was  no 
altrrnatuc    but     to    di^>  u>s    the    subit  i  t        1      lull 
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enquire  into  the  truth  <.t  this  'find'  all  the  same. 
For  the  tinif  In'mg  we  can  only  await  the  proi^res^ 
of  events." 

"  Then  the  t'ri«Midlv  eounril  i>  over  ?  " 

The  solicitor  looked  at  Alicia  as  thouKh  hi>  d<,'ci- 
sion   rested  with  her. 

Slir  bowed. 

"Yes.     You  knowmvrpsolve,  Mr.  Perrv.      I-    dl 

adhere  to  it 

"  Very  w.  11,  We  shall  have  to  j.ro, fe.l  without 
you,    that's    all." 

Kri.  ^danced  at  .\li.  ia  "  Sl;;dl  we  t^o  ?  "  hi>  ev- 
said  plainly  enough.  She  .h..ok  hau.l-  with  .Mr. 
P.rry  and  (.raydoii  oi)enod  the-  do.^r  He  tollowvd 
her  out. 

N.iturallv  ihcy  turned  to  the  quKtude  ot  Crav^ 
Inn  rather  ti.an  to  the  turmoil  oi  Holl)orn.  lh.'\ 
t,,und  them>.lve>  in  South  S(iuare  and  t!ie  old  w-ild 
surroundin.qs  \\eiv  ph'a>ant  and  repos.-tul.  Ver\ 
t,  w  wouU  had  pa-ed  b.tw.-.'n  them,  y.t  h-th  Mt 
th.y  l>.,ul  mil.  h  t(,  say.  i-.ric  ve.^anled  h.  r  -^lUn.  <■  a^ 
;i  iiood  -iun.  11.1(1  -hr  drf  rinined  to  adh.r.-  io  \hr 
,,,nipa>1  ol  lar.w.  11  >!ie  would  ha\r  !o  t  no  tim.-  m 
telliiiii  him  >o. 

"  Is  It  worth  while  keepiiij,'  up  thi>  make  Inheve, 
,\li(  ia  ?  '  at  last  -aid  li.^  with  nerv(.us  de<])eration. 
"  You  no  more  want  to  s.iv  f^ood-bye  than  I  do,' 

"  It  isn't  what  we  want  that  mafl<  rs." 

"  I'm  not  so  sure  about  that  It  we  were  not 
,  ..ntinually  ii^  want  ot  somrthmi;  what  would  be  lh.- 
use  ot  liMUf,'  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  we'v«'  ne\-er 
vet  talk<d  heart  to  heart  Ihat'-  what  /  want, 
Aiicia. 
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"  I  know— I  know,"  she  roturned  hurriedlv. 
"  And  that's  impossible." 

"  Why?  " 

"  Y(»ii  under>tand  as  well  as  I  do — the  obstadts." 

"  Yes,  and  they  don't  fri,c(hti'n  nn-.  Shall  wc 
rome  to  the  bed-rork  of  the  difhcultv  -  this  sroun- 
drell\-  husband  ol  vonrs  Has  he  aii\'  power  over 
you  that  he  terrihcs  von  so  ■'  " 

Hr  has  only  tlie  power  the  law  i<ives  hini  to 
pur-ut.',  to  annov,  t(t  threaten  nie." 

You're  wron^  there.  The  law^ive-;  him  no  mi,  h 
power.  I-n't  thert^  sonx  thing  else.  But,  jierhaps, 
1  oUjL,'lit  not  to  })Ut  >ui  h  a  question." 

"  It  vuu  mean  by  that,  anything  that  I've  done, 
mv  an--wer  is  no." 

"  Dearest,  '  he  cried  somewhat  distressed,     "("an 
Von  think   i  should  make  anv  suggestitm  ?       Ntj- 
no.      Hilt  you   sa\-  he's  tlir<'atened  vou  ?     That'- 
all  thr  more  reast^n  wh\-  I  should  never  leave  y^u. 
DkI  \uu  till  \\'\\\  that  \-ou  were  marrii  d  ?  " 

"No.  I  louldii't,  and.  indeed,  th.-re  w.^-^  lu, 
ne(  rs>itv.  ' 

liut  a  lawver  x  cs  thmgs  from  a  dihirent  -tand- 
l)oint  and  he  might  help  you." 

Xo.      Mr.  Perr\-  (  an  d..  nothmg  and  — and  while 
no  one  but   vou  kn.iws  that  I'm  tied  to  this  man 
1  leel,  111  a  wav,  sate,  because  I  know  ytui'U  never 
breathe  a  word.      Hut   it  mv  marriage  were  public 
propertv,  and  if  alterwards  — oh,  it  would  kill  me. 

She  was  inten-elv  agitated  and  Graydon  forbore 
questioning  h.-,  r  further,  despite  the  fait  that  thr 
mvstery  of  her  word'^  puzzled  and  troubled  hmi 

"  There's  <ome  veil  between  us,  Ah.  la,  whi.  h  vmi 
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raise."  said  he  presently.  "But  I'll  ri>k  what's 
behind.  Don't  think  me  curious  if  I  a>k  wlnthcr 
ytju've  formed  any  plans  fur  th(/  future  ? 

"Oh,  I  hail  jilans  some  weeks  im<)  when  I  went 
to  I'xbndf^t--.  I'vi-  written  a  few  >tories  from  time 
to  time,  and  I  wanted  to  write  more.  I  h  id  a  iinvcl 
in  mv  mind,  but  -things  une.xpnted  c  arm-  about, 
and  I  was  not  able  to  settle  down.  And  now  -  wrll, 
I  begm  to  despair.  Plans  are  useUss.  I  feel  some- 
times that  it's  hopeless  to  tight  against  late." 

"  Fate  in  vour  case  appear>  to  mean  that  \>  u 
regard  yourself  powerless,  and  that  all  you  can  do 
is  to  resign  yourself  to  whatever  mav  haiipfu.  That 
isn't  mv  way  of  looking  at  thmgs." 

"  Nor  is  it  mine  ?  "  -he  retorted  quickly.  "  >hall 
I  give  you  a  proof  ?  I  didn't  tell  Mr  Ft  rrv  «>u- 
reason  among  the  many  why  nothing  on  earth  tan 
make  me  accept  anv  ot  Mr.  Haggar's  nioiiev.  It 
this  man— I  hate  tht-  word  husband  when  I  think 
of  him — knew  I  was  possessed  of  a  tortune  he  wuuld 
make  mv  existence,  miserable  as  it  i^  now.  a  li\  iiig 
turture.  In  some  wav  he  discovered  beftire  the  will 
was  found,  that  Mr.  Haggar  had  made  one.  lb- 
hope^  to  frighten  me  into  aciepting  the  enormuu-^ 
l(»rtune  that  Mr.  Perry  speaks  of,  so  that  lie  mav  lay 
his  hand«i  upon  it.  I  would  die  rather  than  that  he, 
of  all  men    m  the  world,  should  benefit.  " 

"  And  when  he  knows  it's  useless  for  lum  to  hope 
for  anything  of  the  kind,  perhaps  he'll  cease  to 
persecute  you,"  Graydon  cried  eagerly. 

"  I  don't  know.  Out  of  sj)ite  and  di?appoint  ment 
he  may  dt)  anything   " 

Her  face  became  very  troubled.  How  could  she 
tt  II  what  part  jealousy  might  n.a  play.' 
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"  Luok  hrre,  Alicia,"  said  Graydon  with  quiet 
determination,  "  thrre'-^  onlv  "nr  way  out  of  this 
trrriblc  toil.  TIk^  thnu,i;ht '.-^  Vk^cii  howrin^'  in  my 
mind  ever  ^iiii  c  \-iiu  told  m(~  of  \-nur  unhappy 
marriap;e.  I've  fought  against  it  but  it's  no  use. 
You  mu-t  thmw  in  your  lot  -.vith  mine.  \Vc  mast 
nc\er  separate.  I  know  nothing  ot  you  but  what 
you'\"o  told  me  yet  I  tru-t  you  all  in  all." 

"  No,  no,"  >he  (  ried  agitatedly,  "  I  i  an  t  wre' k 
\nnr  htf.      1  won't." 

The  wfird^  wrnc  emphatie  enough,  but  tlv  old 
derision  and  determination  were  wanting.  Ihc 
dilfereiic  (^  did  not  go  unnotii  cd  by  draydon. 

"  But  it  will  be  wr(M  ked  just  the  same  il  y<>u 
>a\  no    -you  torget  that." 

Hi>  dogged  earnestne>-  was  hard  t<^  r(^^i>t.  She 
{^lam  ed  at  him  almo>t  >hyly.  There  was  quite  a 
j^urlish  blu?h  on  her  eheck.  He  saw  and  was 
(  nibtildeiied. 

"  W'e'ye  only  our  two  >elyes.  Alii  la,  to  i  onsider. 
\Vhat'>  the  world  t<<  u.-  ?  It  you're  thinking  ot 
what  I  oiirc  called  my  politu  al  prospects  they're 
done  with.  My  father  and  I  perfei  tly  understand 
ea'  h  other.  We'ye  agreed  to  differ.  I'm  tree  to  do 
as  I  like.  Sh.ill  1  let  you  into  a  >ri  ret  ?  My 
t.ither'>  no  longer  prejudiicd  against  \'ou.  He  was 
([uife  angry  when  I  told  him  that  we  had  --aid  good- 
b\-e.  But,  "  added  Krii  drily,  "  that  was  altiT 
the  will  was  tound.  My  dear  nld  narrow  minded 
tatlur's  a  man  ol  business,  puie  and  simple,  with 
a  decided  bia^  tnr  tlw  ( oiucntional  proprieties, 
and  tor  what  he  ealls.  respe'  tability.  Money  of 
I  (turse  atones  for  eyerything  and  he  >  onsiderod  I 
wd.s  lui^^iug  d  <  liaU' f  ot  Miaiiyin!4  h.  iivli  woman 
when  he  heard  that  we  d  ->  paratcd. 
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There  b  no  question  ot  nidrri,i.L;e.  Vou  know 
that,"  said  Ahi  ia,  her  rci-olutc  tour  retiirnirm. 
"  But  ha\Tu  t  \vc  talked  lonq  enoutrli  ?  I-,  it  worth 
while  ^oing  on  r"  I>n't  cxcrvthing  romin^'  hark  to 
what  we  left  o|t  with  th<'  l.i.-t  tune  we  -^aw  eaeh 
other  -pood-bve  ? 

Xo  It  is  not.  But  when  vou  -av  w^'vr  talked 
long  enough  I  .igree,  it's  now  tnnr  fnr  ai  tion, 
I'm  not  g(tnig  to  sav  good-bve.  Nor  are  V"U, 
W'hrn  I  <  on^ented  \'ou  took  nie  b\-  surprise.  To-dav 
I  know  more  about  vou  and  about  that  pcr-^nn— and 
ina\-  be  if  I  kn^w  all  it  woidd  make  me  >till  more 
fixed  in  my  re.^ohi^  nut  to  Irt  vou  go.  Will  you 
wait  a  week  ? 

A   week  ?      Whv  ?      F(tr  what   purpo.^e  ? 
(iraydon  wa^  thmking  of  the  (iuc>tion  of  fmaiu  c.>. 
Within  a  week  his  (  htvjue  woidd  rome  and  he  rouid 
al^o  raise  a  little  monev  by  selling  his  polo  ponies 
and  his  furniture  and  eurios. 

He  had  no  definite  scheme  at  that  moment  to 
suggest  to  Ali(  ia  but  vague  ideas  were  floating  in 
]n>  mind.  One  of  these  idea>  was  to  lea\-e  Londn!) 
with  her  and  go  to  some  old  world,  sleepv,  rontinen- 
tal  town  where  she  eould  write  to  her  heart's 
<  ont'-nt  Ab  for  himself  when  he  had  made  it 
lert.iin  >li(^  wa^  ha\'ing  the  re>t  and  rejxoc  of  mind 
she  needed  ><)  mu(  h,  he  would  ronie  bark  to  Lond'ui 
and  get  a  post  of  some  kind  while  he  wa>  reading 
I'M"  the  bar.  Or  he  might  aI>o  trv  h.i^  hand  at  his 
pen  There  wa>  no  re.ulier  wa\'  nt  (\uning  money 
j)rM\  idcd  Mile  luid  .il)ilit\ , 

Well  \i)u  don't  sa\'  what'>  to  hai)p(Mi  at  the 
end  of  a  week,"  ^aid  Ah*  ia  breaking  in  up"n  hi:^ 
reverie. 
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He  told  her,  not  without  hfsit.itioii,  of  hi>  (  astle 
m  the  air.  He  wa-  atraid  she  mi^ht  sav  ^onu'thing 
to  damp  hi-  ardour,  but  >hf  h>tenfd  quietly, 
and  he  painted  a  ^Iowuil:  pi<  tun-  ot  thf  happinehS  of 
pea<  e  and  retirement  whu  h  would  tx'  hcr>  if  she 
would  onlv  I  ou>ent  to  he  euidi'd  by  him. 

"  \\'h\-  (ant  wo  be  friends -rompanions  — 
>  liimis  ?  "  ho  ar^uied      "  Is  the  thmg  impos>iblc  ?  " 

"  Not  impo^sibl<•  I  suppose,  but " 

"  I'hen  I  Won't  hear  of  anv  obje*  tion,"  he  broke 
out  impetuously  "Let  u~  ha\i'  some  luneh  and 
talk  It  o\-er." 

She  relu'  taiitlv  rou-euted,  but  ou  the  mam 
(question  he  eould  ^et  nothinj,'  dehnite  trimi  her. 
He  wa-  earetul  to  avoid  anvihing  likt'  sentiment, 
and  while  thev  were  in  a  quiet  corner  of  the  gnll 
room  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  they  mif^ht  have 
beeu  merelv  aequaintanees  so  far  as  anv  stran/,'er 
(«.uld  tell  But  though  she  would  give  him  no 
dei'ided  answer  she  made  a  step  towards  i  onfidenee 
bv  telling  him  where  she  was  staying. 

"  Povnter's  Hotel  ?  I  know  it.  Rather  -^tuffv 
i-.n't  It  ?  \\'h\'  don't  vou  go  for  a  week  to  the 
plaee  where  vou  didn't  go — Brighton  ? 

'''  I'd  rather  -ta\-  where  I  am,"  s.ud  she  low<Ting 
h.T    \-oi.  <•.      "Didn't    I    tell    vou     that    I'm    being 
wati  lu-d  ?      If    I    mo\e    It     will    exi  iti-    suspieinn 
You  don't  know  the  enenu'  \-e;]'re  hghting  against." 

So  she  ailmitted  he  was  fighting  -and  on  her 
behalf  !  That  was  s(unething,  and  though  she  had 
not  -.lid  a  word  in  apj)rova!  of  his  si  henv  he  knew 
the  \'i(  torv  was  won. 

During  the  hnv  h  to  Cravdou  the  most  delighttid 
he  had  ever  ^ai  d'»\vu  i'»     Ain  la  >p"ke  mi  nrr  .-»  n'ti>i 
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days  lit  her  wild  marriage  h it  her  >pe('dv  repf^it- 
an<  ^>  ;  and  the  i  oiitession  reHeved  her  mind.  But 
^he  did  iKit  tell  all  -  she  eould  not. 

Meanwhile  -^omrbody  else  was  enjoviiiK'  h<'r>('lf — 
Jrnnv  Bassett.  Th(>  little  spv  had  followed  Alici.i 
to  the  lawyer's  office  ;  she  had  seen  T.raydon  leave 
-her  sharp  eyes  reeitgnised  him  at  onte  as  the 
drlicatc  looking  voung  man  whom  she  saw  go  to 
Viiif  Cottage  she  wat*  hed  him  come  back  at  the 
end  <i|  the  hour  ;  and  she  waited  until  the  two  ranic 
out  and  wandered  up  and  down  South  Square. 
Then  r.he  followt-d  them  to  the  Holborn  Rc>taurant, 
and  gue.-sing  that  thcv  were  not  likely  to  h-avc  for 
some  little  time  she  posted  oft  to  Douglas's  lodgings. 

"  This  ouglit  to  be  worth  five  guinc.i>  to  me.      I 
was  wondering  whm  the  lo\e  was  coming  in." 

And  her  eycb  sparkled  with  glee. 


CHAPTKR     XXII 

JIM    KOOKSONS    "  HURST  " 

Dni'(,LAS  had  not  lnnu  '^'''ii  out  i<\  Ind  when  lie 
heaid  In-  own  jvirtit  ular  bt  1!  two  tuL;>  .it  the  top 
brass  kiml)  on  the  felt  hand  door  po-t.  I  he  i  I.iiil,' 
sent  his  nt-rvrs  (piivi-riiif,'.  It  it  >hould  be  the  poli.  c? 
He  I  rcpt  downstairs  to  thr  wnidow  n\\  th''  l.uidni;^' 
b(>lo\v  and  looked  out.  Hv  rci o^ni^cd  J''nn\-  and  \\r 
Iclt  soni(  what  rcluned,  liut  not  a!to!.,'ith(i  >o.  Had 
anything  1,'onc  wron.i;  that  >hc  -hould  lo(»k  hun 
up  now  instead  of  '  Mtnig  until  the  usual  time 
in   the   evening  ? 

"  Got  some  news  i.  r  y<ni,  <  happie,  "  whispered 
Jenny  as  soon  as  hi'  had  opened  the  door. 

"  Good  or  bad  ? 

"  How  ran  I  tell  ?  I'm  not  in  th'  .now.  You  re 
so  prcrious  (lose.  It's  just  this— I  foxed  Mi-s 
Montrose  to  the  of^ire  ot  the  law\er  <  hap  vmi  told 
me  about  in  Gray's  Inn,  and " 

"  Half  a  mi>ment,  Jenny,  while  I  get  my  hat.  We 
can't  talk  here." 

Douglas  started  upstairs,  his  ner\-ou>nesr,  gone. 
The  annouiii  ement  of  hnding  the  will  ha<i,  of  ( ourse, 
sent  Alieia  to  Perry  and  Latimer  to  make  enqturies. 
There  was  nothing  alarming  in  this  He  returned 
to'Jennv  and  took  her  to  a  quiet  tavern  telling  her 
not  to  go  on  with  her  story  until  they  were  sitting 

1  _  I  .11 
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Now  then,  ^n  ahead.  "  said  hf  wht'ii  Mi^s  Ba>>ett 
had  rrfro.-hrd  hn>v\\  with  thf  bottled  stout,  whi.  h 
shr  <  niild  ahvav-  drink  at  am-  hnur  of  the  day. 

j«iiii\  obrxrd  .uid  I)(Mi{<his'^  dark  fa' e  be- amc 
daikir  a-  hr  li-tcii.-d  Ije  sairl  nothing,  l)iit  his 
irritabihtv  .uid  uiiea>i]ir>-,  wimt  manite-t  m  tin.' 
iMtinc:  of  his  hp^^  and  the  restless  tapping  "t  hii 
fiiiL,'!  r  tiji>  nil  the  niarble-tnppod  tabic 

Meanwhijr  |rnn\-  Hav^.'tt  prattled  t<>  her  h.-art's 
<''>nt(>nt. 

"  \<>M  ina\-  bet  \finr  bottom  dollar  he's  >\veet 
on  h<M  .ind  slii'>  -weet  on  hini  /  kn«uv.  ble^s  vou. 
I-n't  that  r.ither  np  at;ain-t  the  man  who's  ^om;.; 
to  pav  \(Mi  when  he  marrie>  the  mrl  all  the  money's 
l^ern  left  to  ?  It  the  marriage  ain't  wangled 
proi)erh-  wherr's  ni\  (  mn  \'on  talked  so  h\^  about  to 
'ome  from  ?  It  didn't  or.  ur  to  me  when  I  was 
shadowing,'  them  that  the  Johnnie  she  was  spooning 
with  niiqht  (]ueer  our  piteh,  but  Ive  been  turning 
the  thiin,'  o\-er  in  m\'  mind  since  and  it  eame  upon 
nie  all  in  a  tiasli." 

"  Don't  \ou  worrv  about  that,  Jenny.  I'm  not 
^'om.:;  to  be  Daulked  bv  anv!.ody- least  of  all  by 
that  swanker." 

Douglas  did  not  seem  to  bp  talking  to  Jennv  when 
he  -aid  this.  He  appeared  rather  to  be  addressing 
some  imaginarv  person.  His  expression  was  e\il 
and  menacing,  and  Jennv  in\dluntarilv  shrank  from 
him.  Then  Ik  pulled  himself  together.  It  was  all 
important  that  Jennv's  eontideuce  in  him  should 
not  be  weaken(-d  in  thi»  slightest.  He  had,  of 
eonise,  seen  Perrv's  advertisements,  enquiring  for 
Jenn\-    and    Rookson,    and    the    next    step    in    his 

Si    Ilenle      \V:iS     ;    lo-^O     :!f      lliin.'l  Ua 
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Rookson,     h\it     }^■nnv-   n<i.     She    \v.i.>    hi>    sheet 
ani  h'>r. 

"  Look  here,  kiddie,"  said  lie  with  a  hard  laugh, 
"  von  re  >ale  whoever  Miss  Mdiitrnse  marries. 
When  all  is  s^'ttled  and  money's  dropping  through 
their  fingers  like  water,  what's  to  pre\ent  you  from 
going  to  th(-  ladv  and  lettinc  out  that  the  will's 
uogns?  Diui't  von  think  >he'll  part  with  whate\er 
you   (  huo-e  to  ask  rather  than  lose  her  fortune  ? 

"  Not  mi'.  I  don't  like  that  sort  ot  tlnim.  I 
(  ant  bluff  well  enough.  I  ran  -ee  nuself  hn  k'c' 
up    tor    blackmailing. " 

"  In  that  case,  to  i.ave  vours^^lf  \ou've  only  got 
to  give  me  away.  " 

"  What  ?  Do  vou  think  I'd  d(^  anything  so 
beastly  mean  ?  I'm  not  a  saint  and  I've  never 
pretended  to  be  one,  but  I  won't  be  a  sneak.  It's 
unkind  ot  you,  chappie,  to  sa\  I'd  do  sm  h  a  thing." 

A  sudden  wave  of  emotion  passed  over  the  girl. 
Her  face  flushed,  her  bosom  heaved,  the  ( orners  of 
her  mouth  twiti.hed,  and  she  dabbed  her  eyes  with 
a  little  ball  of  pocket  handken  hi<^f. 

"  Y(ni  silly  kiddie,"  laughed  Douglas,  "  do  you 
think  I  meant  it  ?     I  was  only  idiaffing." 

"  Then  I  don't  like  such  chaff." 

"  My  word  I  I  believe  you're  getting  fond  of 
me.  ' 

"  And  what  it  I  am  ? 

"  Nothing.  I'm  fond  of  you  loo.  Drink  up 
your  stout  and  have  another.  We'll  ha\e  some- 
thing to  eat  and  mooch  about  the  west  for  an  hour 
or  two  and  then  go  to  the  Oxford  or  the  Tivoli.  or 
the  Pa\ilion     anywhere  you  like.  ' 

He  pur   his   arm   around  her   waisl   and   Jeany 
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all<i\ved  her^rlt  to  be  ><i(»tlied.  Slip  had  her  mo- 
ments (it  H-ntimeiit  and  (.t  late  Douglas  had  been 
mixed  up  with  them.  They  ^at  <  hattmg  for  >ome 
tiiiip  and  ])ouj;las  t.Uked  her  bai  k  into  her  u>ual 
^'Mod  hiininnr.  Then  he  approa- h-'d  the  matter 
uj'jicrmo^t  m  hi-  mind.  \{r  had  borrowed  a  new>- 
jiaper  from  the  l>.irmaid  lor  the  jnirpo-e. 

How  alxMit  qouiL:  to  the  lawyer  -hap  to-mo)r<nv, 
littlr  J.iinv  r"  "  said  Ik    j.la\tull\-,  niii' hiii;^  h-r  lar. 
f'-''''i'i  that."      ilr  p.iiiited  out  tho  ad\  <i  ti.M'm(nt . 
^h<  ,:^a/.('d  at  it,  .ind  her  tai  e  be(  ,inv  mmkuks. 
Jim  Kook-Mii  Won't  be  there  will  he  ?  " 
I  Jl   -•■••    'o   thai.      .Mind,    \ou    niu-t    r«  incnifK  r 
i\rr\i|iiii^   thr  law\cr  -a\s  to  \<,\\,  and  what   \on 
^ay  to  him,  and  I'll   meet   \ou  dire  tl\    \  on  .  omo 
""♦        IIh'Ii    I    -hall    br    ablo    to    jirrparr    F?.M,k-oii 
with   the  -.mv  >tor\-.      See  ?    " 

.1'  nn\  had  h-'r  n<p>e  bun(  d  m  ihc'Thcf.  Douglas 
was  pufhn^  mcditatixelv  at  a  rigar.  his  eves  fixed 
on  a  nnrror  wliu  h  ntletted  tho  door.  While 
await  in::  jeiinv's  .in-wer  he  saw  in  tlie^lass  the  dour 
-lowlv  oprn,  a  head  thrn^t  in-ide  the  .>aloon  and  th.-n 
withdrawn  l)on}.;!as  .  alight  but  the  mcn>t  ^lan- e 
of  the  man'-,  ta.  ,  but  it  \\,i- .iion.^h.  lb-  w.i- pretty 
"■"•I'll   'li'it    It    wa>    kooksou,   and   ho   wa-    bill   ..t 

.ipploju  11  -inn 

"  .[''uiK-,  '  -aid  Ik  abruptly,  "  we'll  g.i  / 
1  In  \  w(  lit  out  b\'  aiiollK'r  door  and  made  thru- 
way  to  Knife's  ('n»ss,  dinod,  then  a  ta,\i  iMuk  tlicm 
to  the  -...,..  md  tlic\-  Inatrd  a\\.i\  tho  tini.  by  pl,i\- 
m-  dotniiioi-  m  a  (  afe  restaurant,  until  the  inusu 
halK  opened.  !Ik'\-  talked  by  nt>  and  stait-  and 
drank  heavilv.  at  Ica-t,  Dou-Ias  did,  and  every  now 
and  thru  Ik   h  id  ioii^'  periods  ol  alienee  wim  h  Joniiy 
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did  not  seek  to  disturb.  Nut  (inl\'  was  she  usfd 
to  his  moods,  but  ^he  al^o  was  disj^obcd  towards 
quietude.  She  was  thmkiiif:,'  ot  the  ordeal  bhe  was  to 
go  through  on  the  folhtwing  day,  and  the  more  she 
thouglit  of  it  tlie  more  slu*  dreaded  it. 

On  lea\-ing  the  (  at(''  thev  went  to  the  Pa\ihon. 
Neithi  r  of  thrni  took  nni»  h  mten-st  m  the  pertorni- 
au' e,  not  that  it  was  indifferent,  hut  their  nnnds 
Were  fixed  on  other  things.  Mi  'uay  through  the 
proiiramnie  Douglas  got  iij'. 

"  The  show  Won't  he  o\er  hetoic^  ha!l-j)a-t 
ele\-en,"  said  lie,  "  Ml  ■■  oine  bai  k  in  two  houi>  tune. 
Wait  for  me.     Hoj)r  \-uu  won't  be  dull." 

"  I  --uppoNf  I  can  annl^e  nu'sell'  il  I  want  to.  I 
ought  to  be  able  to  b\-  thi>  time,  '  .^,iid  Jennx'  p-et- 
tishlw 

Dougla>  foiik  no  uoti.  e  o|  the  pidvo^  ation  in  her 
eve.->. 

I'm  .LioiiiL;  to  look  u[)  jini  Rook-oii." 

Tile  pro\d.  ati\t'  e\'t's  ^uddeiil\-  be-  aiiie  uneasv. 
Don't  >a\'  .1  Won!  to  iiiin  that  \iiu  \c  been  with 
me,     she  whispered. 

Not   likelv.      Make  \'i.ur  mind  e,i-\'  about   Jnn. 
I  know  how  to  >ettle  him    " 

Without  .uiother  Word  l)'.;iL;la-  -truL;gled  .doug 
the  crowded  stalls,  lie  drew  a  breath  o*  it  bet 
when  he  was  in  the  fresh  an  Mis  thought-  and 
the  i.lo-.e  atniospliere  ot  the  hall  had  been  sulfo.  at- 
ini^.  Fie  t  rossed  to  tlie  Pi<  <  adilly  and  Hiomj>toii 
Tube  Mation,  and  booked  to  King's  Cros^  Imohi 
ht  re  Burton  ("reseent  was  but  ten  nuniites  w.ilk  ; 
and  iettiiii.'  himself  m  at  the  diimv  liousf  he  went 
along  the  di^malh"  lighted  passage  to  tiie  he, id  ■•!  lle- 
kit.  lien    stairs 
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"  AnyV"iclv  been  tor  mc  ?  "  ho  railed  dnwn  the 
staircase. 

Yes,  Mr.  Uoiiglas,"  returned  the  "  f,'eneral." 
A  man  came  alxiut  twu  i>\  ]iu  k  ilii^  atti-rnoon,  and 
wanted  tit  see  vitn  most  partit  ul.ir.  I  said  xi.'u'd 
just  f,'onc  out,  hut  that  1  thoufiht  lu'  nii^ht  tiiid  \'ou 
at  tile   '  Crown  and  S( f[)tre.' 

\'iiu  hallv  idiot,"  nuittered  Doui^la^,  and  whed- 
inj,'  round  he  w<  nt  o\it  ol  tjic  hou>e. 

So  /lull  \\,i^  how  jiui  i  aine  to  put  lii  -  head  into 
the  saloon  bar,"  he  ^.^rowled. 

The  inlorinaiion  was  di^quietniu,  lui  i  !v.i.k-on 
Wi'c  loolvinL;  (ol  him  \\ii\'  did  Ix-  not  -p.  .ik  ?  1  hen 
a  pos^ihli-  reaMjii  (m  (  urvi-d  to  inm. 

Ol  .  oursi  he  -aw  tiiat  I  wa->  with  -oiiieoiie  and 
perliaps  duhi'l  know  it  wa-  feniu'  :^hc  iuoJ  her 
hi(  ('  down   I  remember    ' 

lie  w.i-^  now  walking;  vevv  -lo\\l\'  in  the  dwtu  tion 
ol  Kind's  (>oss  lie  en t tied  the  L;iiin\-,  trow-\', 
l.ab\iiiith  lit  iinaii  -^irri'tv,  m  one  ,,|  whi<  h  kiniKMiii 
lodi;:t(i.  lie  re.ii  hcd  thr  hoii-.!',  but  >  oiild  lutt  make 
up  hi-  mind  what  to  dn,  umi  he  ()ai fd  up  and  ilown 
in  hont  tor  a  quarter  ol-an-hour.  i  hen  (piii  kl\',  ,is 
tiiouijh  h<'  mu-t  a.  t  bihac  hi-  had  time  to  aihr  hi. 
mind,  he  rann  l\*ook->on's  bell 

jim  did  exaeilv  the  thmf<  that  Dou.nhis  him^ell 
had  done  earlier  in  the  dav  looked  out  oi  i\w  l.uid- 
int,'  window.  The  lii^ht  of  a  i;as  himi)  L;lan.  ed  on  the 
crown  ol  Doiif^las's  f.,do>s\'  hat.  \o  d(  tei  ti\e  would 
affect  >ih  h  splendour,  and  with  a  ■^tiantje  savage 
look  in  his  eyes,  iviok^r.n  shuitled  down-t;iir>-  and 
opened  the  door. 

I   want    to  hd\e  a  talk  with   \ou,    jini       <  <>iiie 

out 
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Is  it  sale  ?  "  said  Jini  with  a  quiet  sucit. 

I  sliduldn't  liavo  asked  vi»ii  it  it  wasn't.  Y<pu'11 
have  to  present  ycjiirsdi  :n  a  dav  ov  two  at  the 
lawyer's  otiice,  so  you  i"'ty  as  well  get  used  to  the 
streets." 

l^)okson  had  his  hat  on  and  without  a  word  he 
joined  his  \'i^itor,  and  tin-  tw<>  >trtil!rd  towards 
Kinij's  Cross.  ])oUf,das  ixjx.  ttd  Jun  wnuld  haw- 
said  ^unu'thiiii,'  about  hi^  c  ailing  at  Huiti.n  Crehi  cut, 
hut  tin-  man  wa>  dunil).  He  -strode  ahiiiij,  hi^  h.'iid.-, 
m  hi>  piH  kft-,  and  hi-  iip-  |Mir>iMl  up  a-  ihoui-'h 
whi^tlint;.  No  whi-tlc,  hu\vr\i'i',  >  .iruc  Iruui  thrni, 
unl('--i  .1  kind  ui  hi-~nii.,'  ^miiul  >  nuld  lKi\t  htcn 
called   a    whi-tlc 

\'ou'\c  >eiii  the  ad\ertisfi)i,iit  ui  tu  da\-'s 
paper.''"  -aid  l)ou{4la>  at  la<t.  hnaknif.^  a  -ijini  f 
whii  h  had  t>e(  duie  um  iidiuable. 

"  Ye.;' 

"  riial's  ail  riL;ht  I  thn\iL:ht  hctiui'  \iin  unit 
to  sec  thf  volu  itt.r  thai  wed  hitter  i^n  lAir  the 
stor\'  uu<  t    niwif       ^hall   we  ha\e  ,i  drink  ? 

No  I  don't  Want  aii\  dunk,  '  |riked  <iiit 
Konk-(.n,  '  \ou  --aid  \  ou  uaiitrd  in  |i.i\f  a  talk 
with  in.    ,i\\d  th.u^  what    /  want   to.. 

"\\'hat'>  the  matter  with  \-.iii,  jim?  \\'h\-  at>' 
you  >o  ratt  v  ? 

■  K'.ittv  I-,  It  ?  W.ll,  and  why  diouldnt  1  he 
ratt\  II  1  like  ?    " 

l-i\-  all  meaii>  ;  onl\-  that  i>u  t  th«  -tati;  o| 
mind  tiuit  1!  h<lp  our  talk 

"That's  where  you're  wroui^  m\'  hid  'hat'-, 
where  vou're  wtoiil:    " 

I  h'li-  wa-.  iio  oihne^s,  no  delereir  (•,  no  i  omiad<' 
ship  in   Rook>on'~,  tone.     Doutrlab  took  no  liotiti-. 
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but  t(i  jud^c  by  the  hardeniiiLj  lines  at  tlu*  corners 
ol  hii  iiKivitli  lie  was  not  iiisen>ible  tu  his  idnijianion's 
<itf»'nsi\'e  inaninr. 

Thf\-  had  parsed  Kin^''s  Cruss  and  were  walking 
■.i\nu^  thf  Caleduiu.m  ruad,  when  Ri'dk^im  ^uddeiily 
stopping,  pointed  to  a  blank,  black  ^.jiai  t-  on  the 
right  hand  side,  a  quarter  ol  a  mile  or  ^-o  up  the 
road.  It  was  .i  \  ard  atta<  lu'd  tu  a  wh.iri  abutting 
on  the  bank  ol  the  Kfgerit'^  Canal. 

"  Li-t'>  go  llun'.  I've  -onii  thu'.f^  to  sa\'  tu  \'uu 
tli.it  aint  like  a  will  -it  won't  want  an\'  witiir^sis." 

k()uk--on'~.  \dii  e  wa^  little  more  than  a  low  growl 
and  I)oughi>  knew  \er\  well  that  he  would  ha\'e 
in  be  uu  the  alert  l''oi  '''thing  he  <  ould  tell, 
jini  ini,i;ht  be  mi  the  \'erg  .  one  ut  hi-  dangerou:? 
"  bursts." 

Douglas  assented  without  the  ~-lighte-t  hesitation 
It  Would  nut  du  to  th.wart  l^otrksuu  in  hi.-  present 
niuud  Besiiles  he  had  his  uwn  game  to  plav. 
Sini-ier  thoughts  \vhi<  li  had  been  in  his  mind  tor 
some  tune  past  in  re-ard  tu  his  a-s,n  lati-,  now  that 
the  latter  was  uu  hju^er  ol  an\'  u-e,  were  >  oru  eiitrat- 
iiiL;  them-el\-('s  nilu  aetioii.  Jini'-  s;  ^gestiun  seemed 
to  pruuu-i'  an  uppuifunit\'  !ur  whi'ii  he  had  been 
waiting.  That  uppurtiuutx'  was  imt  uiii  uuin'i  ted 
with  the  hue  ut  mk\'  w.iter  be\ond. 

rile  two  walked  silenth'  into  the  darkiie-s  A 
tall  gaunt  buihlm;,'  a  t.ietuiA'  or  warehouse  was 
tu  the  right ;  :-heds  were  tu  the  lelt.  In  truut  was  tli 
t.iu.il.  an  uilv,  -luwly  nni\'ing  stream.  .■suni-' 
htt\  yards  tu  the  right  the  «  anal  dis  ipjieared  into 
that  -trange  uii^annv  tunnel  ut  the  exi-teui f  ut 
wliii  h     t»    tew   jieople   m    I.uiiduu    kiiuw       l-Kr   halt 


a    mile    tie     >  .in.il    i  iiii-    imder: 
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just  past  CdKbrook  Row,  Isliiic;t(iii.  Tlini'  is  no 
towin.t;  patli  ncalli  thi>  Hadt/s-likr  tunnel,  and  the 
canal  hoat-^  .ur  proprlli'd  l)v  th<  i)ari4>o>  l\'in'4  (in 
thfU-  l)a'  k>  tin  the  roots  ot  tho  littb^  ■  abni^,  and 
prrs>int;  tlKir  tn-t  again-t  tlif  .ui  lied  ImIc  kwnrk 
abo\"f. 

Douiila^  was  >  arrlul  to  k>fp  ins  f\«s  lixrd  ou  In- 
conipaninn.  Rook>oii  on  tho  other  hand  \va-  >tarinLj 
straiL;lii  ui  tidut  ot  Inin  "^uddcuh  hv  turui-d  antl 
ta' t-d  DouLjla-. 

"  Now  then,"  iu-  l)i*L;an  \-ii  iou-K",  "  what  about 
JfUiiN'  Ba-sftt  ?  Vou'rc  prrri.'U>  thi'  k  with  hrr. 
Wliat'-^  it   inran  'f 

"  \'ou  tool  It  uiran-  Tiothin!^'.  I  ni  i  niploxiuL; 
jinn\"  jn-^t  j-  I'm  rnipl  \'nii;  v<iu  " 

"  Oh.  air  \oi  ?  ^onicthin;^  nion-  tli.m  ciniilox- 
niciit  1  11  s\V(\ir,  Uou't  ti'll  nif  anv  he-  I)  \i' 
think  1  don't  know  \o,i,'H(rt  Doui^das  ?  Vou'ii' 
pla\niL'  ini'  a  dirt\'  trirk  avtv  Jfunv  Von  kuow 
W'  11  I  iiouiji  >iit''-  irv  i^\r\.  Vou  If  tr\  uil;  to  rob 
me  ol  hi'i",  \ou  --kiuik.  I  uicdn  t  >a\'  an\-  more 
You  know  what  \'ou  arc.  and  what'>  niorc  \on 
know  that  /  know  too.  ' 

'^'ou'if  talkiu;^   rot.      Jinn\'-  iiothinL;   to  intv" 

What  !      nidn  t   I  --tc  \oii  md  lni   holiiioltbnifi; 

tof^ethrr  till--  atttruooii  in  tin'  •  (  rown  .uid  >■  rptii'  ^  ' 

I    didn  t    fxpii  t    to    tind    In  r    with    \"ou    whm    th'' 

sla\i  \'  told  nn    I   nnriit   -tt-  \   lU  at    the  pub,  but    1 

W.I  -11   t      -UI|Mi-id  l\r     bii   II     -h.ldoWlllL;     \o!l      two 

tor  a  W'ck  ami  iiioir  I  \c  ■->  rii  \ou  ki--  Inr  at 
partui;:       I  \r  -ccii 

>hut  u|),  don't  bi'  an  asN  \\'ht'it\  the  liarni  ? 
A  i  irl  do.  -u  I   uimd  a  kiss  " 

Wha'  ab"iii  tiic  man  -In-  l.i  lon!.,'s  to  ?      D»»ein't 


300  THE   EYES   OF   ALICIA 

he  mind  '  I'll  hav.-  no  nmre  of  vour  foolin,t<.  I've 
got  you  in  the  hollow  of  my  hand  and  you  know  it. 
Ah  !  twii  »■  o\-.>r  Thin-'s  the  will  and -there's  the 
15th  «if  July.  Supposnig  when  I  go  to  the  lawyer  I 
let  out  alxnit  th.-  first  ?  Suppose  I  '^n  to  Seotland 
Yard  and  let  out  ahuut  the  sceond  ? 

"  Tliat  11  do,'   breathi'd  Douglas  hoar-><-lv.     "  What 
do  you  want  ?     l..'t's  hav.>  it  out  fan-  and  square." 
"That  !  " 
"  And///«/  1  " 

Rdokson's  arm  had  g<>ne  up  and  a  lile  preserver 
he  had  until  now  .(in<  ealed  up  hi-  >letve  >  .inie 
down.  Dougla>  du.  k.-d  and  the-  weapon  Mn>-nig 
hi-  head  hit  hi>  sh<iuldfr  a  sma-lnng  blow  at  thf 
yery  moment  hi-  >  leU' h<d  hand  had  -h«>t  uut  at 
Ku(.k>on'-  fa>e.  The  hand  na.  lu-d  ii-  mark 
but  th»re  was  no  fon  e  in  the  delivery.  B«*tore 
Rookson  (ould  use  the  lift-  presi-rver  a  se.  ond  time 
Doufc;la'>  had  closed  with  him  and  was  trying  to 
possess  himselt  ol  tlu-  weapon. 

Not  a  word  esrai)ed  their  lip-.  Death  was  in 
the  thoughts  of  both.  The  light  ot  nis.  uity  -,hone 
in  Rook-on'^  eye>-,  grim  tenacity  of  purjiose  in 
those  of  Douglas.  Madness  had  stiffen*  d  Jnn's 
flabby  muscles,  ..tlu'rwi-c  he  ..uild  hardlv  have 
resisted  his  wirv,  nuiseular  antagonist.  Moreover, 
the  blow  ot  the  \\U-  preserver  had  deprived  Dou^la-'^ 
riL;ht  arm  of  half  its  normal  strength,  Tnable  ti. 
wrest  the  lite  pre-erver  froui  Rookson's  gra<.p  he 
edged  him  bark  m.  iTby  ineh  toward-  the.  .anal. 
The  twn  -ileiit,  wnthme  men  eraduallv  neared  the 
line  ol  l)la.  k  water,  Rook-ou  ■  ImgniL;  to  hi-  ..pixment 
like  a  wild  eat 

t-^  1  1    •  J        ,-  .  ..I    ♦  . .    <  ••  ...Kl..    l,i.ii^..it     il  1/  .11 1    1  he 
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life  preserver.  He  had  another  phm  in  his  mind 
of  "  diiing  down  "  his  rneniy.  When  he  had 
succeeded  in  pushing  liiin  suth<  imtly  near  he  meant 
to  leap  with  him  into  thf  i  anal.  Hr  knew  that 
Ri^okson  cduld  not  -wim,  wlicn-a^  he,  himself,  was 
qnitf  at  home  ui  the  w;iter. 

Clo'-r  l)v  a  barge  wa-  moorfd,  the  towmg  rop<', 
tied  t(»  thf  rudder  p^-t,  -tretchmg  souie  lour  yard- 
along  the  ground  to  a  hook  in  the  -^to.U'Work  ol 
the-  bank.  Ju>t  as  Douglas  was  nerving  him-^t■lf 
tor  thi.  final  .tfort  hr  was  suddenly  precipitated  into 
the  (.anal  .  arr\ing  Rookson  with  him.  Aci  ident 
had  ha>tinfd  the  cxt-i  ution  ot  his  design —a*v  ident 
had  tru-trated  it.  He  had  c  aught  his  loot  in  the 
taut  rupi'  but  thi-  would  not  ha\i-  mattered  had  he 
nt)t  on  plunging  into  the  water  struck  hi->  head 
agaiii'-t  the  rudder.  Vague  confused  movements 
ot  a  dark  '>hapele--  ma-s,  violent  -pla-hing^, 
smothered  gurgling -ounds,  ghastlv  in  their  sigmli- 
ian<  e,  lollowed,  and  then  all  was  >till  and  the  only 
evidence  ot  that  t-nible  death  >-truggle  that  re- 
mained wa>  in  the  >lowlv  widening  i  ir^  le-  on  the 
blat  k   oih'   -urtace. 

^  4L  *  *  *  *  * 

Standing  near  the  entrant  e  to  the  Pa\iliou,  ju-^t 
out  ot  tile  line  ot  the  jostling  '  rowd,  Jennv  was 
looking  to  the  right  and  lett  tor  Douglas  It  was 
now  nearlv  a  ijuarter  to  tweh'i'  and  the  publii  - 
hou-e-,  the  1  ait'-,  the  sujiper  restaurants,  were 
pa.  king  all  the  liti  and  bu-uiess  tie a"  >  otild  mto  the 
-liort  tirae  li  ti  thtiu  b\-  the  law  rnder  other 
(  u.  umstaiii  t  -  Ji  juu'  Would  ha\f  taken  her  -hare  ol 
the  ieveri-h,  -hort  lixfil  t'aitt\-  Put  not  to  niyht. 
^i,«  ...  .     ...   ,,,  .1...  „, A 
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Douglas  had  left  her  dcpre5sed  and  his  non- 
apptarance  had  turned  depression  into  anxiety. 
But  he  would  surely  eome,  she  told  herself,  and,  lor 
tear  of  missing  him,  she  would  have  i Dntinued  to 
wait  where  she  was  but  for  tlie  polite,  ^l)  >he 
wandered  tu  and  fro  between  Ficcadillv  and 
Leicester  Square  iinper\ious  t<»  snurk-  and  <itfers 
ot  re!re<lunent. 

Big  Ben  tiillrd  the  knell  ot  partuig  drink-  ;  her 
last  chance  of  an  "  enlivener  "  was  gfue  and  she 
wished  she  had  nut  siuibbed  the  mc-n  who  would 
have  treated  her.  >he  lingen-d  douljttiilh-  at  the 
end  of  the  Charing  Cross  Road,  and  tinalh'  dci  ided 
in  favoiu-  of  the  motor  bus  and  tlie  dinginf>s  ot 
Camden  Town.  Then  ( ame  a  di>turbed  night 
and  the  morning's  hea\  v  sleep. 

"There's  vour  tea,  Jenny.  Now  don't  let  it 
get  (old  after  me  a  getting  up  an  hour  earlier  a 
j)urpose  to  make  it  for  vou  cause  \-ic,i  -aid  you 
wanted  to  be  out  o'  the  'ouse  bv  ten  o' Joi  k.  1  aint 
manv  daaters  as  have  mothers  as  wait  on  ein 
and  an'  focjt." 

"  And   t'aint   many  mothers  as  live  on   the   lat 
of  the  land  with  what  tiieir  daughters  work  lor," 

"  Well  and  aint  it  their  dooty  ?  Not  that  /  ^ce 
mui  h  o'  the  tat.  " 

Jeiinv  lut  tlie  di-ciissiou  short  bv  asking  it  there 
was  a  letter  for  her. 

"Not  a  line  tor  nobodx,"  and  tiie  >latt<rnlv, 
unwicldv  figure,  with  a  dut\-  >hawl  Hung  o^tr  h.-r 
ir<'n  :'rev  nnkiinpt  liair,  shutiied  out  >'\  ilu'  loniri. 

"  Hi-  might  ha'  dn.pjn-d  nic  a  untc,"  mutt. -red 
Jennv  wrinkling  her  brow-. 

Then  >he  N.iwnrd  -e\t'ia|  tmu-,  -.i[ip'ti  Jn-r  tea. 
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and  stnij^clrd  out  nf  bed.  1*,\ti ythinf;  >c»'nicd  to  go 
wron;;  that  ninrnin^.  Siir  wanted  to  dr(>»  liorsclf 
a>  th«Mif,'h  >lir  were  f^'oing  after  a  ^ituati^n  in  her  old 
hiii\  and  -lie  had  a  diftv  ultv  in  finding;  ^uitable 
(lothe>.  Her  !ier\(>  were  all  invhow,  and  she 
was  in  two  mind>  whether  she  wonld  go  to  the 
M>li<  itor  Rut  she  had  pr')mi>ed  l)ongla>,  and  the 
m.in's  word  with  her  was  law.  She  nli^^-ed  ])<»uglah 
nion  tlian  i\er,  she  yearned  sadlv  for  a  word  from 
hun  to  ^'i\c  her  i  onrage.  Rnt  ^he  would  not  f,^o 
troiii  hei  arrauLienient  with  hun,  and  at  la>t  she 
wa-  re,id\-  and  >he  d' parted  (Mi  her  journey  to 
Warwick  Court. 


CHAPTER     XXIIT 


Alicia's  dread  secret 


Mr.  Plrhv  hati  hrrn  umiMi.illv  Iima-  carlv  that 
inivrniii^;.  Ho  luid  li.id  a  vi-it  ti<>ni  Detortivc 
Inspcrtcr  Shiiglord,  \\h"  hud  tuld  hiin,  ainoii}^'  othrr 
mterp.-^tiiig  thinf,'^,  that  lu-  had  di>'  'n-cixd  J.iines 
Sahi.nn,  the  rx-<  onvi'  t,  \\h'>  had  Ixh'ii  pa.->iiig  nndrr 
the  name  of  Janle^  R(vik><)ii  ■^iit  r  (omiii;;  from  Dart- 
moor. The  (  oiiv  idem  e  of  the  name  ni  the  adver- 
tisement '  e>uld  not  be  (uxrlooked,  and  the  boh' itor 
had  promised  to  phone  to  Siotland  Yard  -hndd 
"  Jame>  Rook>on  "  prc.-fnt  liim.-,elt.  After  the 
df tei  tue  had  gone  Mr.  Perry  -at  down  to  study 
quietly  the  ongnials  of  David  Haggard  will,  and 
the  letter  whi'  h  had  been  forwarded  to  him  the 
night  before. 

Half-an-hiinr's  <  lo-p  >,  rutiny  sent  him  to  the 
telephone,  but  not  to  talk  to  Shagford.  He  ran;^  np 
Dolamoie,  the  famous  handwriting  expert.  In 
an>wer  Dolamore  promi.-ed  to  -all  betort-  lunch, 
and  Perry  walked  ba<k  to  his  writing-table  and 
was  about  to  resume  hi>  examination  of  the  doi  u- 
nients,  when  onf  ot  his  (  lerk>  mtered  the  room. 

"  A  \-o>nig  woman  to  see  \ou,  bir.  ^he  >ays  her 
name's    Jane    Ba-sftt." 

Mr.  pill  n's  inn)a>>i\'e  fa'  c  li^litcned 

"  Til  ^rv  hrr  at  once,  Ben-on  and  bring  your 
note  bonk. 

]enn\-  wa.-  shown  in.  She  had  no  need  to  assume 
her  manner.     Her  nervouMies-  and  timiditv  were 
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A  glam  c  rnvind  the  n>«.in  rfluncd  hw  (>\  x.nio  ot  her 
fears.  She  dreaded  le>t  Rook'-nii  should  1)0  th<'re. 
She  sat  her^elt  on  the  extn-me  rd,L:e  nt  tlic  (hair 
and  fixed  her  eves  on  the  lawyer's  hard  la-  e.  Her 
htr  had  made  hrr  a  prett\-  q.M.d  jud^r  <>f  (  haracter 
aiul  shr  tried  to  (.gather  wliat  kind  of  man  ■>he  had  to 
t.e  kle.  H«T  estimat<>  of  Mr.  Perry  dui  not  i^ivc  hrr 
mm  h  sati^la' tion.  1  hat  ^leN -uhi-krr.d.  terrc  t- 
e\ed  man  \va-  not  worth  wastin.L;  the  powdvr  and 
shot  o1  cajoU'ry  npoii.  Up  to  the  presrnt  moment 
she  liad  looked  upon  Doimla>'s  si  heme  a-  ^onicthins 

a    ]v>\.      Hnt    It 


penrtrat  111^'   eyes 
-aid  Mr.  Pt  rrv, 


nnreal— alnio-t    m    the   nature   ot 
seemed  -.eiidu-   now,   with   tho-c 
resting,'  upon  her. 

"  Your  name'-  Jennv  Ba»ett  ? 
breakini,'  a  lonp:  -ilenie. 

"  Yes  sir." 

"  What  do  vou  want  to  see  me  about  ?  " 

"  1  don't  know.     I  saw  an  advertr-emeiit  a-king 
nv  to  (  all  here  and  bO  r\-e  lome.  " 

"  Did  vou  write  that  name  ?  " 

He  put    HagK'itr's  -up)>o-ed  will   into  her  hand, 
loni  ealing,  however,  the  body  of  the  d()'  umeiit. 

"  Yes,  sir.     That'>  my  writing." 

The  si>li<  itor  went  on  to  put  a  number  ot  (pic-tion:, 
in  his  -liort,  sharp,  authoritative  manner,  peering 
at  Jennv  fiom  beneath  hi'^  -hag}.;v  lirow-  m  a  wav 
whi' h  wa-  \erv  discpuetiiik'.  She  beqaii  In  being 
glib  and  I  ontident,  Imt  l)elore  long  -he  saw  -he  would 
havf  to  take  time,  and  think  what  -he  ought  to  -av. 
Oni  e  out-ide  tlie  -tor\-  whieh  Dou.qla-  had  drilled 
into  hwr  it  was  as  niueh  as  she  lould  do  to  pn  \ent 
herself  floundering.  Perrv  asked  her  about  >o 
manv  thincs  she  did  not  expect.     What  hour  ot  the 
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d.iv  w.i-  It  \\\vn  -li''  \v,i-  (  ,\\\rd  hv  Mr  ll.iur.ir  into 
hi,  i-iir,ni  '^  W.i^  It  l)\  '  h.iii'  (■  -li(>  ;lIl^Ul■^(■(l  In-  >nin- 
nmn-  -u  did  tw  im-  N'r  Ihm  .■\pii--l\  .'  \V.i>  A\o 
ni  Rnokv.n  called  In-t  ?  Did  -li<'  have  anv  '  (>n- 
vrr-atmn  with  KmcUmt,  attn  thr  -i-innj,' "r-  Thcfec 
wciT  oiilv  .1  t'w  i.t  the  (]M('-tinii-,  t(.r  will'  li  Dmif^las 
had  not  pn  pand  her. 

It  \va-  \<i\-  •■int'arra-'-inL:  al-<'  to  know  that  rvcry 
woifi  dir  iilt.K  d  wa-  hcinL;  taki  n  down  hv  a  short- 
hand <  l<rk,  and  to  In  told  that  -hr  would  ha\c  to 
sw.ar  an  attida\  it  that  what  -he  had  -aid  wa-  the 
^,i,tli  ](  iiii\-  \\a~  not  (]niti'  sure  what  an  affidavit 
wa-,  I'lit  It  -oimdrd  drcadlul,  and  did  ii"t  tend  to 
all.U'  htr  nrr\oiisn.>-. 

Ihtii  the  lawxcr  pr<>i  (M^d^d  t"  l^o  into  in.ittrrs 
whi'  h  I  rnird  t"  ji  nn\'  to  ha\r  nothing:  to  do  with 
hrr  -lunatnir  ■^hc  iv^aidrd  it  a-  both  iinpiTtinpn.t 
and  uuiu!  itu<>  to  bf'  a-ki  d  when  -hr  htt  thr 
l-,inpr(—  Hot'l  :  liMW  loni:  wa-  it  l-x'toro  -he  obtamrd 
, til. 'til'  r  -itiiatinn  ;  wIk'h  -h-'  h  tl  h.aton  >quarr  and 
whv  ;  and  ulia>  .var  -ti.  doui^  at  tlu'  ]in-^nt 
nioiiKiil  r  Mr  Vvyrv  wa-  rvrw  <  uriou-  about  h<'r 
niothrr.  At  la-i  :iif  lo-^t  paticii' (-  and  l)ur-t  out  : 
•  1  didn  t  '  Mill,  hric  to  talk  .U1011I  un-rlf.  What 
]  do  and  wh,it  niothrr  dor-  1-  no  altair  of  an\I>odv'-, 
,,,id  1  -han  t  an-wcr  ii"  ni"rr  -ill\'  <pir-lioiis  of  that 
^,,ri.  \'\<'  d'Mir  what  tfu  adxcrti-ruK'Ht  a-kcd  inc 
and  I  w  i-h  \  on  i^ond  inninini;. 

■■  -<toii  a  in.'in.  Ill  Ml:  ■  Bassctt.  Ju-t  one  or  two 
trore  (|ni  .11011-  .\u^\.  pcrhap-,  I  hhan  t  want  to 
tinubl.'    \"M  aji\-  liirthi']-.' 

pin  lilt;  b  nn\  -  oiilbnr>t  thr  -<»h.  it  or  had  hi-  eves 
h\rd  (Ml  a  -lip  "I  jMiH  r      <hi  It  wrir  ^onir  inrmoran- 
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"  Whfii  did  janio^  Rn..k-un  l<avc  the  I'tnpro^s 
Hntcl  ?  '■  ^.lid  Mr  Vrrrv.  in.. km-  up  trnm  the  -lip. 
Tlii-  w.i-  a  fa^  <r.  R'">k-nn,  -h<  kii^'w  w-H  '-nnimli, 
}pid  b<-.n  .li-  harmed  m  jnnr.  Hut  -iu'  dand  n'>t 
trll  ih<'  -.'iMt.n  tlii-,  ^n  shr  ffll  ba^  k  up"P.  tlio 
,,.nv<Mii.'iil  tnimnla  that  -ho  M.nhl  imt  iciiKMnbiM-. 
"  I'w  int..nnati..n  tliat  lir  wa-n  t  at  th''  bi-tel 
at  all  III  Julv,  and  (rrtainh/  not  on  th''  d.'v  wlion 
V'lii -i^nod  thr  paper  " 

"  I  don  t  know  an\thinc:  abont  that.  Mr.  I  nn'iv 
kuMW  that's  mv  writmi:  I  don't  srf  a>  anvtlnnc; 
rl-o  <  on<  rrn  -  nic. 

"  I'm  not  ,-o  -lire,  Mi->  R.i-'tt.  Howrvci,  \'>: 
thr  moment  I  won't  a-k  vou  anv  mom  qup-tv-n-. 
but  vo,i  .  ant  so  vrt  Ju-t  -trp  mto  vuidrr  r-om 
and  wait       1  won't  detain  vou  lont,'" 

"  But  I  must  i:n  1  really  mn>t.  I've  (^ot  to  sec 
a  ladv  ab.out  a  pla^  e  at  haH-pa>t  cloven  aiid  it's 
now  five  and  twen.v  }iast." 

"  Don't  worrv  about  that.  Anv  h---  von  mav 
sn^tain  will  be  lullv  eovcied  it  vour  >tnrv'-  >  oit-m  t" 
Jch!  ■•  'lad  no  alternative  but  to  do  what  the 
lawxer  told  her.  There  was  >omethinL:  about  his 
manner  whi- h  .  i»W(d  her.  Yet  what  had  ^he  to 
tear  ■>      She  had  done  nothim:  aj^ain-t  the  law  ? 

Sho  <ros-i'd  *he  ro.un  and  the  ■  lerk  wa>  about  to 
..pen  the  door  tor  h-T  when  the  b'll  oi  the  telephone 
ran.i;.  Alter  the  usual  enquiry  and  rrpW  .  ani<'  a 
me-^-.i-e  m  the  mid-t  o1  win-  h  Mr.  P'-rrv  signalled 
with  hi-  fli-eucau'ed  hand  to  Jtuinv  not  to  ^d.  ^\ui 
stay  d  and  tlic  -olr  itoi  went  on  with  hi-  >  ou\er-a- 
tion  thron-h  tin  phone.  He  Middenlv  looked  up 
trom  the  mai  hine  .md  put  a  question  whn  li  rather 
took   lenny  aback. 
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"  Mi>-   B.i.-Mtt     were   yon   friendly  witli   Jatnos 

"  Oh,   piettv   middling." 

"  You  wi  rent  vwecthrarts,  eh  ?  " 

"  Nm,   indcrd      Not    likclv  " 

"  Th.n  il  vol!  hrard  that  anything  had  liapjH-nrd 
to  hnn  vnu  wnuldn't  take  it  vnv  derplv  t.>  hcait," 

"  1      I    don  i    tliir.k    -^M.      I    .h'Mild    lie    x'vry    n| 
,,,urHv     What's  the  matter  >  " 

l.-nnv  went  a  httle  whitr.  There  wa-  a  -ravity 
ill  th''  K(w\er  .^  maiin'T  wlii.  h  ahirmed  lier.  Halt-a- 
dn/.en  thoughts  v.er('  jumbled  m  her  brain.  She 
trembled  shqiitlv 

"  A  man  whom  tjif  poli.  <•  knew  a>  Jame>  salmon, 
but  who  ir  belirxed  to  \n  janirs  Rook-nn,  ha>  been 
tonnd  dead  in  th.  Kegnifs  Canal  near  (  aledoman 
Road.  It  lnnk>  a^  it  v<ni  w.-r.'  the  be>t  per^^on  to 
srttle  the  point  N<>  doubt  >ouie  of  th^^  >ervant3 
at  the  r.mpre>-  Hotel  . ould  identify  him,  but  I  ve 
told  thr  poh'  e  youie  h.'re  and  it'll  >ave  time  it  \ou 
j^o  wi'.h  thr  ohr  er       He  11  br  round  very  ^hortlv.  ' 

■'  Pleas.'  don  t  ,i~k  m'\  laltered  J.-nnv  "  I  hate 
looking  at  do.ul  ivople.     Id  rather  not." 

•■Oh.  but  \ou  must,"  said  Mr.  Ferry  peromp- 
tonlv.  "  This  1-  .1  \er'.-  my-tn  iou>  affair  and  you 
nM\  b.  abl<  to  h-lp  thr  poh' <^  Auotlin  man  h.is 
also  b.  ,n  toun<l  m  thr  >  anal  At  [>rr-Mit  h''s 
unkuMuu  ,ind  th.it  .idd^  to  th.'  m\-tr,v  I  m  o,rv 
.so  unpleasant  a  t.i^k  ha^  bmi  put  upon  vou,  but 
we  .dl  h.ixe  .hsavurablr  and  painful  tilings  tu  do  .it 
soino  ii-'iiod  (»f  our  lues 

),  nn\  M  rmed  hardly  to  he.ir  wh.it  Mr  I'<  rr\- 
was  saying,  -he  was  st.iring  ..tomly  into  sp.ee 
and  the  soh  noti.  ing  she  wa.  mu-  h  disturlxd, 
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told  her  m  a  gentlfv  t.-u'  than  he  liad  hitherto  n^vd 
\n  sit  d..\vn  and  rc-^t  quietlv.  She  obeyed  and 
rrniaintd  ^lent  and  dazed  until  >hagtord  walkrd  in. 

"  ^hl^  i-  Mi>>  Basket t  about  whom  I  -poke  to  you 
thro\i,i:h  the  t.h  iilione,"  -aid  Mr.  Perrv. 

'  Ml--  Ba->-ett  anc'  I  h.i\e  met  before  I  tail' v." 
ir-aid   th(>   in-pe' tor   attalilv. 

Jcuiiv  remembered  hmi.  It  \va-  two  vear-  ago. 
Sha^tord  wa-  then  a  sergeant  and  jeimv  wa-.-  m 
serviec.  She  \va>  Mi^pp' trd  ot  li.iMii'^'  taken  -omr 
"trinket  b.lon;4inK  to  Iim  im-tre->,  and  the  -er^eant 
ua.  <  ailed  111  whik'  hi  r  i.ox  \va>  n-ar-  hed  but  iiothmt,' 

wa-  tound. 

jennv  wa-  inditiernit  to  the  d-t^'.  tives  re- ogni- 
ti<in.  A  -arek—  -!iru-  ot  the-  r-houlder>  wa-  all 
the  aeknowlcd-ement  ^lie  -liow-jd.  >h.>-tord  talbd 
in  whi>per>  v.ith  Mi  Perrv  for  a  few  minute-,  then 
he  turned  to  Jenn\  .uid  announced  that  he  was 
ready.  The  ^lll  heard  him  with  the  da/ed  air 
whieh  had  n.-ver  lett  her;  th.r  two  departed  and 
Mr  P(rr\-  went  ba' k  to  the  do  ument<  and  w.i- 
oxannnm^'  then  throu,i,'h  a  ma^^niivinn  gla-  when 
the  (xprrt  arri\'ed. 

■•  \ \c  torm-d  mv  own  opinion,  but  I  -houid  like 
to  hear  your-  nctore  I  -a\-  anvthing,"  said  he. 

Dolamore  went  over  the  will  and  the  lett<  r.  Me 
kuew  iiothn..:;  ot  the  .n.  um-tau'e.  and  lit>  lormed 
h\-  judgment  on  the  writing  alone.  'I  he  -oh' itor, 
with  hi-  "lliow-  on  the  arms  ot  hi-  re\..Kint,'  ■  hair, 
.,nd  hi-  -  bin  lestin;;  on  the  tip-  -i  hi-  linger-  await-d 

\\\>  deei^ion 

"  The  lett.  1  1-  wnttm  bv  one  hand  and  the  po-t- 
-,  ript  and  the  will  bv  another,'"  >aid  the  expert  at 
last.     The  paper  has  been  in  water  and  the  bkele- 
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t.>n'>,  M'  tu  -peak,  111  tln'  1  har;)' tei>  art^  laid  bair. 
liir-  ditlf  iTiii  0  m  thi-  \\\'.'  David  Hap^ar-  i'-  parti'  m- 
iail\-  iKitiir-ahh  Tin  f'-iin  "t  tho  letter^  aic  m\\<  h 
the  !-ainr,  with  vanatimi^  here  and  there,  hut  the 
de-  ivi'.ii  "t  th"  ^i^iuitiire  to  the  letter  i-  wautin^  to 
that  i>t  the  will.  Hie  uiitm;:  <■!  tlic  lattfr  and  lliat 
ot  the  ji(.-t->(  ri;t  1-  l.ilmriMti-^,  bu'  hetorr  the  ink  ran 
l)\-  111 mt:  i\|..i>rd  to  damp,  the  (Mt'Tt  t-i  imitate 
wa>  h\'  nil  nie.in-  -e  pati  nt  M\  npinMii  i^  that  the 
poxtx  ript  and  will  are  tiirL;erie- 

"'IhatV  nu'  npinn'ii.  tim,"  w.i>  the  an-^wiM"  i>t 
th.'  >iihi  itiM  lvr-u!i  -a  wMultali  fur  th'  Ociwii  ' 
l)Miu:la-  had  madr  tin  ini>take  i>tti  n  '"mmittrd 
bv  iiif.;eni<in--  r-ii^'uc-  1h>  had  been  too  <  Ie\rM-  Hi^ 
dndt:e  lit  dampinL:  'he  pajier  \'<  ,m\e  it  a  natural 
appearaii' e  and  u>  d.-iixr  the  expert  had  had  the 
.'i>iii.'^itr  I'tte.  t  A-  tor  thr  Mini-^inii  "I  the  meiiti.>n 
iif  an  e\ei  nti>r  wlm  u  h.id  at  tir-t  exi  ittd  Mr.  I'env's 
^n>>jM(  ion^.  I)(iUL;la^  had  imt  feri^'Mtten  it.  but  he 
thoutrlit  it  xater  ti>  !oa\e  it  nn.t. 

Willie  the  -I  lienie  ■-(>  <  aretu!l\-  arranged  ua--  beini,' 
wrreked   m   the     Mh-itiM^  ottn  e.   |rnn\-  \va-   in   the 
Kimi   '  hanibci-   nl    death.      >lie  W'a>   .i  ■   \\hite   a-   a 
^hii-t  ai>d  wa-  (]ui\erin.:,'  from  head  to  toi.f. 
Said  ^liau'tnrd  in  .i  low  \  or  c  : 
"  VoM  ha\in  t  ,in\  dmibt    m\'  j^irl.  tli.it  \nu  knew 
till-  n.tii  at  tin   1  ni|iie--  Hotel  ,i^  fame-  Knok-oii  ^ 
•'    I  hat  -   jim  nuht  rui'uuh."  laltered  the -huddci- 

m^    jeiiiiw 

Tht  niiii 'u.ii  \-ke(  p(  t  iiphe  ed  the  -ht^  t  and  went 
VMuiid  t.'  thr  other  -id'  I't  the  -ti.m  .-l.ib.  Here 
WH-  l\in;j  a  ^-eeond  \Tile<l  ticure. 

"  Do  \iiii  want  her  to  >ee  the  other  man  ':'  he 
Hbkcd  thcdcte  tive 
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"  No— no  -  11(1  !  I  W(»n't  luuk,"  bur-t  ..nt  jmnv. 
H.  1  pr..tc-t  .  amr  t.M,  late.  Shaeturd  had  nodd.-d 
,,,  thr  k..i,.r  and  tli.-  '.vlntr  Juth  was  drawn  l)ark. 
One  h\>trri.al  ».  ream  >  am-'  tiMiii  pncr  J.-nnv'-  li])-. 
She  would  haw  lauited  bul  lor  th.-  lirni  ^Ma.i-  ot 
shagfordV  hand  Hrr  on,'  romame-  tlu'  onr  Mn- 
cer<'  passion  ^i  htr  >ordid  lit<'  -wa-  .)\rr 

Hrlorc  tlu-  dav   wa-^  out   tlv  -torv  ol   tlir  traiijc 
di.oA-.rv  wa^   tlu-  talk   ni    Lnndon       Douyla^   had 
br.n   idruMri.-d,   but   not    1-v   Jcnnv.      N"i   a   word 
did  -hr  uttrr  :•..!".  rrnul^   Dou.i^lab.  and  it   wa-  tin- 
priMMi  r-rnrd-,     ph-toi^raph-.  mark-.  ineuMiivin.-nts 
— whi.  h  h.-lj.rd  th'-  p..li.  ••  to  dct.rnnne  who  h.-  wa^. 
But   brvwnd  till-   th.-v  w.rr  lidplc>s.      ^lle^•   nu^'ht 
h.iv.-  b  ,  n  !a.  od  bv  a  Inr  k  wall  m.  far  a-  th--  -olutic-n 
^,t  ilir  'UN  -tc-iv  ot  th.-  Kr.u'<'.        ^aual  wa-  .  on.  rrn.d. 
J.-i.nv  was  staun.  h  to  th.      nth  that  w,t-  m  h.  r— 
juv.ltv   to  hrr  .onirad.s;   and  latn    wii   -h--   -tu.  k 
uutlm.  hnii-lv  to  h.r  -torv  how  -hr  .  anu-  t..  >i,un  li.  r 
nam.-  on  Daxul  Hat^Kar  -  all  .:<;]  will.      It  wa-  v.. in 

In  uru.-   that    -lu-  wa>  U-llini;   tab.  1 j-,  aiul   that 

Kunk-.m  .uuld  n.t  po-~ib!v  hav.  b. m  at  th.'  I'.ni- 
press  Hot.  1  ..n  th.-  latal  lith  ..t  luh  lb  :  bp-  wne 
si-ah-d,  and  du'  allow-.i  t  h.-  -'.r  n.  r  to  think  what  h.- 

^''B.t.',r.  nianv  .lav-  w.  r.-  ..vrr  Mr  1'- rrv  wr-t.-  t., 
Ah.ia,  pointing;  out  that  wli.ii.v.  r  nUL-h.t  !..■  the 
tNpl.inati.ai  th-  will  wa-  undaibt.db  a  1-r^rrv  ; 
and  o.imratulatm.L;  h.r  np.ai  h.-r  d.i.  nninali..n  to 
ivpudiat.-  anv  -  hiun  uln.  h  nnJit  b.-  -t  ui'  un.i.r 
-,,   tiiir-li.uialii.'    a   do.  uiu.'nt 

•  I  inu  t  .  .int.--,  wr..t.-  tie  lawwi  Ui  -i»  bi-i.a). 
■-  ,i,,,t  -h,.  iimik:  1-  a  .  .iinpl.t,-  pu//U'  t..  ne'  W  le- 
,h,,    II    1.    m    v.air   yn^^r^    t..     ..b..-    th..t    pu//!.-    1. 
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(it  riaivse,  (  annot  s'c*  1  tlidu-ht  (in>  e  I  was  in  tlit- 
(  ontidfiK  (■  ot  Ihr  lat.  Mr  Ilaggar,  bul  it  i>  ve;v  '  I'-ar 
that   1  was  ini^takiii." 

Tills  Iftttr  rea'  lu^d  Ali^  ia  at  PcvntcrV  H..K-1  ju-t 
attiT  Kric  liad  .  all<(i  Thr  tww  liad  met  >cvrral 
times  -111.  ('  tlu-  dratli  i)\  Douglas,  indeed,  C.raydun 
had  ha-tmed  to  In  r  iinniciliatch-  h''  had  ^ati-ht'd 
liimsell  that  it  was  reallv  Dou-la-  wIk-  had  birn 
tdund  111  the  .  anal,  but  iii  sumv  <.dd  way  Alieia's 
lreed<»ni  bidULilit  abuut  a  re>traint  in  her  manner 
whi(  h  b<  wildered  and  worried  him.  He  .  oiild  lUit 
sav  •-he  wa-  i  old,  Init  -lie  --eiined  di-i><,-,d  to  Ix- 
tri.ndlv  rather  than  lo\ing.  Sle'  n.  \-er  L;a\c  him  .in 
opportunitx'  to  i^et  b.e  k  on  th-'  old  looting.  Ot 
ii.urse,  the  jiliin  ot  .qoirn;  to  ihr  >  ontinent  \\a 
abanduiied,  but  n..  tre>h  -^uy-r-tion  wa-  madr  by 
cither. 

When   Mr    Perrv'-  htter  arri\rd  dir    I'lan.  < d  at 
its  eontents  and  handrd  it  to  (jravdoii. 

"("an    \ou   rt  ad   the   j  iddle   ol   lluil ':■  '     -.0'.\   -hr 

(lUlftlv. 

"  It    a   lawvei    i  ant    lioW   i>   it    to    be    expi-  ted    / 


(  an 


?  •• 


"  You  know  mort'  of  u\\  hi-tor\-  than  Mr  ]^rr\- 
dot-  That  ride  in  that  taxi  with  with  mv 
husbaml  tor  iri-tan>e.  I'm-  iie\i'r  told  \oii  what 
passed  lietwi  tii  u--  tin  n      I'm  j^'oiim  t.^  trll  \-.mi  now." 

draydoii  h->t.Mu  d  with  bKathlr.-  mt.-n-t,  whilo 
sh>-  made  It  .  Itar  that  l)oii,J,t-  wa  -  tin  autle-r  <•!  the 
111]  l:i  d  w  ill 

"fBnt."  -aid  he  when  -li<'  had  iini-hed.  "  ■  iij)- 
jxisillL;  tin-  will  had  brcii  fj«  niillir  he  «  ould  ii^'t 
h  !\i'  ton>  lied  aii\'  nioii. a   It  It  to  \<iii    nl-  1\ 

"  pii  x'oii  -iippo-f  he  wniil.lnt  liaM'  tiiimd  a  wa\- 
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to  ( (.mpcl  nil'  t(.  .t;iv('  hini  anything'  hr  want.-d  ' 
Fredeiiik  V.rlaii  that  \va^  hi-^  n-al  iiainc  -was 
steeped  in  \vi(  kediie>s.  A>  -uiv  h>  I  am  Ini  talkln^' 
to  voii  ^t>  sure  am  I  that  it  \va-  h.-  whn  attack. -d 
y..u  at  l'\hndt;e.  I  know  what  \\u\dd  ha\-e  hap- 
pened it  I  had  letu-ed  liim  nmnev  he  W('uld  have 
revenged  liim-.lt  en  iiu-  tlu<mL^h  voii,  I-.ri'  nidnt 
I  tfU  Von  o\(r  and  over  attain  that  \.m  w.  r.-  \n 
dang-r"''  \Va>n't  it  that  whi^h  madr  mi— o  an.\i«.us 
that  w<-  -h<iuld  part  ? 

Kri.  C.ravdon  wa^  sil.nt  Hr  wa-  ]>.-L:inning  to 
understand  Ah<  ia 

'■  All,  von  (h<hi't  kiiow  V<-rhui,  V"U  don't  know 
him  now  Onh'  one  per-ou  in  tin-  wi-rld  -mid 
i^uat^e  tie-  drpth  ol  hi--  .  rinn'-  and  that  jui  on  was 
hi-,  unhappv  wile.  Come  neari-r  lo  inr  Iii'  I 
have  t.i  trll  \-ou  somethin.u,  hut  it  mn-t  hr  whi~pei>'d. 
Hold  m\-  hand--tiL;ht  I  want  to  ie<l  \ou  near 
mo 

Ur  ohrved,   and   ->lu'  wmt   oii   m   l.-w   tr.niuh.n^ 

at  (  ents  : 

"  The  photo.trraph  that  wa-  tound  "U  that 
drradtnl  nmht  wa-^  taken  l.\-  \'.rlan,  who  was 
(l.vtr  ni  all  kinds  ot  tri.  k  photof^rap'hv  H'' 
I)ret.nd  d  to  be  .  ra/.v  over  mv  oves " 

•'1  -hould  tlonht  whithi  r  it  wa^  a  j)retiii.  r," 
yxit  in  I'.n.  .  "  W'hv  -hould  he  not  ha\-i  h'-en 
sin(  cri'  : 

"  He  inav  ha\e  hfen.  It  doe-n't  matter.  He 
madr  th..-  ].hoto^rai)li  ab.'Ut  two  nioiith-  l.rlorr 
\\i-  wi-re  -eircth  married  Do  \ou  i..  ollr,  t  th.it 
on  the  ha' k  wa-  wiitt.u  "  To  Iv  V  r  1  he 
wntm^  wa^  uune.  I  th'>iiet>t  I  re.  ou'iii-'-d  niv 
husband  in  the  man  who  was  -it t inn  ni  th.-  •  ..nn'art- 


320 


THE   EYES   OF   ALICIA 

nu-iU  nrxt  tw  Mr.  Ha-'a.'.  and  1  wa^  t-rnlicd.  It 
mi-ht  haxv  avcTtrd  llu-  trai^vdv  had  I  ^  nln-a  llir 
,  arnaKr  but  i  ...nldnt.  Wl.ni  thr  plu.t-iUai.li 
was  pi'k'J  Hj.  and  shrwn  to  nu-  I  knew  whw  wa, 
the  a-sa>-in," 

••  Ali.  ia  !  "  ,  ,  i 

■■  Oh  It  tnu'  1  snpp'-<-  I  -"'.-1^'  ^^  ''^'■^'  ^"'^^ 
..v.-rvtlunu,  bi.t  It  wa^  tuu  hurnblr  Ol  -.-n-  '» 
wv,  a  tal^.hoMd  wii.-n  i  ^.ud  l  h-  ,,huuK:ia')h  had 
l,„,„  ,n  ilu-  p....r^M.>n  oi  M.  Hau.ar  but  what 
wa-  I   tw  d*'  .'    ' 

•■  Th,  I.-  Wa-^  .'VrlV  pu.Mblr  ex.  U.r  tnl-  V..U  dralV-^t. 

•'  p.Mlidp^.  1  uidv  knuw  that  lr..ni  that  tun.' 
,.,  ,hi^  n.v  h!r  lui.  l)--.n  uur  l-nu  p«ri"'I  "'  ^l"-^^^ 
.,n(i  -n  tuvtinv.  Tlu'  hid.uus  -■,  ,vt  I  wa~  >  um- 
p.U.d  to  k.-,p  wa^  dowlv  k.lhu,  n.e.  But  but 
it  1^  mv  -<■.  n  t  no  l.,nL.'er.      Kuixivr  nir,  1mi>  ,  w^n  t 

""•  i:,,p.iv.  vuu  1  Mv  p-'T  .billing,  what  have  1 
t,,  lu.-ive?  I've  wnlv  un.-  thin.  t..  ivpnM- h  VuU 
1,,,       Wliv    didn  t    \nn    L^iv    inr    v.air    mtuv      un- 

"••'it'  w.i-.   unp..^Mbl.-.      It    w.aild   have   Invn   V-ur 
dutx  ,,,  have  ^pobn,  and  th..  re,  wul.l  have  he,  n  but 

.,He  end        Ihuik  what   It  u..uKt  luive  been  lu  hayv 
luid  the  blood. >1  tliat  man,  evila-hewa-,un  n.v -ail. 

He,    nnplorniL'  eve^   uvre   hxed  on   Inn,,   1m, I   the 
..Ui    h„,k    ,,|    te.n-   wa~   .d.MM.t        Ih.     ihaMlv    -e.i--t 

h,,  1,     had     been     the     iK,,-l,e,-     IntW-e!,     thuil     Wa       a 

hut  an,.th,  1   had  taken  it^  phi"- 

,,ll„  ,-,    the    -e,  let    -il    p'  1  l'''  t 


se,  \  et    no  loiiui  1 

t,ii-t   ami  taith   m  eael 

love 
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